ALMACENANOUIRER VISAYAS 


ы B. 


Sunday, September 23, 2007 


N 


Al 


BALANCED 


Jk — lósections / Vol.22 / No. 


s FEARL 


THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD has joined the РЕМА" Green Philippines program, Trees for Life, which aims to plant 20 millon seed 
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ings in denuded forests and watersheds by the end of the year. In Barangay Tando, Nueva 


Valencia, Guimaras, the Coast Guard is into planting mangrove trees to revive the coastal ecosystem that was devastated by the oil spill that hit Guimaras, with Nueva Valencia one of the most heavily affected, in August 2006. 


GMA suspends NBN deal 


P26.4-B cyber education project also shelved indefinitely 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. 


THE CONTROVERSIAL NATIONAL BROADBAND NET- 
work (NBN) project that was awarded to China’s ZTE Corp. 
has been ordered suspended by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


While the government signatory to 
the project was Transportation and 
Communications Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza, it was Trade Secfetary Peter 


Favila—who had earlier said he had 
nothing to do with the deal—who 
made the “major announcement” be- 
fore noon yesterday. 


Four days earlier, Jose “Joey” de 
Venecia III, a son of the Speaker, had 
told a Senate inquiry that the Presi- 
dents husband had tried to bully him. 
into backing off from the $329-million. 
project. 

“I just would like to share with you 
that the much-talked-about and 
much-maligned broadband project, 
upon the instruction of the President, 
has been suspended," Favila told the 


small group of reporters who made it 
to the hastily called press conference 
in the lobby of the Edsa Shangri-La ho- 
tel in Mandaluyong City. 

He was accompanied by Solicitor 
General Agnes Devanadera, the acting 
justice secretary. 

Asked how long the suspension 
would last, he said: "Indefinitely." 

Favila said the President had also or- 
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Senators to continue probe, graft issues remain 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


SENATORS YESTERDAY GAVE NOTICE 
that they would continue the inquiry in- 
to the $329-million National Broadband 
Nerwork (NBN) project that has en- 
meshed President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
husband, Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos and Transporta- 


Soldiers turn 
air base into 
veggie farm 


By Tarra Quismundo 


LIPA, BATANGAS—AIRMEN TILLING 
the land, sowing seeds and watering 
crops are slowly becoming part of the 
rigid military routine at a Philippine 
Air Force base here. 

Rows of sweet papaya, corn, bell 
pepper and tomato thrive under the 
bright sun and in the pure clean air of 
the 272-hectare Fernando Air Base, a 
sprawling military base where abun- 
dant idle land is slowly being turned 
into a vegetable garden, 

The project is part of an organiza- 
tion-wide program to convert idle mili- 
tary land into productive use on orders 
of the Commander in Chief, President. 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

SOLDIERS/A4 


tion and Communications Secretary Le- 
andro Mendoza in an alleged corruption 
scandal, 

The senators found suspicious Mala- 
cafiang's suspension of the deal with 
China's ZTE Corp., and insisted that the 
President should altogether cancel the 
contract signed by Mendoza in April on 
behalfof the Philippine government. 


"For all intents and purposes, the 
ZTE contract is suspended because the 
Supreme Court has issued a restrain- 
ing order in the implementation of the 
contract. The decision, therefore, 
should be to rescind the contract and 
not to merely suspend it,” said Majori- 
ty Leader Francis Pangilinan. 

He criticized Malacafiang for not ad- 


dressing the lack of transparency in the 
transaction and the alleged kickbacks 
involved. 

“Will this [suspension] mean that 
those who compromised transparency 
and those who did not follow the stan- 
dard procedures in this transaction 
will be reprimanded? Or will this 
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HOT PROJECT: The Bicol Express Caravan of Habitat for Humanity Philippines arrives at the Anislag resettlement in Daraga, 


Albay, with 600 volunteers weari 
fier 


” last year who are stil living in tents and shanties. Benet 
equity.” Former Miss Universe Margie Moran, Habitat Phil 


pines cochair, is one of. 


yellow hard hats ready to build 2,000 houses worth P70,000 each for victims of typhoon 
les are only required to put in 500 hours of “sweat 


the caravan pioneers. (Story on Page A8.) 


Tender loving hospice care in the comfort of home 


By Volt Contreras 


HUMAN RIGHTS THAT ARE WORTH 
dying for should also include the 
"rights of the dying" to spend their last 
days in comfort and minimal pain. 
This is the conviction that drives 
hospice care volunteers Asuncion 


Kalalo, a lawyer, and Elisa Allado, a 
doctor, to set aside their Sunday morn- 
ings to visit the homes of the terminal- 
ly ill in depressed areas south of Mani- 
la. 

They raise funds and gather dona- 
tions to provide patients with free mor- 
phine; lend them wheelchairs, oxygen 


tanks and nebulizers, and arrange am- 
bulance services, among other things. 
They also provide psychological and 
family counseling, as well as prayers. 
They are stepping up their campaign 
this week as the Philippines plays host 
to the 7th Asia Pacific Hospice Confer- 
ence at Sofitel Philippine Plaza Hotel 


from Sept. 27 to 29. 

Early this month, for instance, the 
hospice volunteers paid a visit to 
"Lyn," 45, a single mother of two, to 
check on her supply of medication for 
her numbing headaches. 

"They are like angels,” Lyn, who 
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Joe on Joey: “An 
agent of the Lord” 


By Norman Bordadora 


CRITICS MAY SCOFF AT JOSE 
"Јову" De Venecia |І as the ex- 
drug addict who threw a monkey 
wrench Into China's plan to help 
the Philippines put up a National 
Broadband Network (NBN). 

But to his father, Speaker Jose 
De Venecia, Joey is an "agent of 
the Lord," following President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's decision yes- 
terday to suspend indefinitely the. 
$329-million NBN network deal 
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School rises 
from the ashes 
of Pinatubo 


By Fernando del Mundo 


IMELDA МАСАЗРАС KNEW SHE HAD 
a lot to do when she returned to her al- 
ma mater in 2002 to become its princi- 
al. 

Pampanga High School (PHS) was 
then half-buried in lahar, swept there 
over the years during the rainy season 
from higher grounds covered with ash, 
mud and other pyroclastic materials 
spewed by Mount Pinatubo during its 
cataclysmic eruption in 1991. 

Most of the 77 buildings and 
thatched huts where over 9,000 stu- 
dents held classes in 180 rooms were 
severely damaged and filthy. 

There were only two toilets—unser- 
'viceable most of the time—on the cam- 
pus sprawled over six hectares in 
downtown San Fernando, the Pampan- 
ga provincial capital. Students defecat- 
ed everywhere, breeding swarms of 
flies and mosquitoes. 

When the rains came, the school was 
waist-deep in water. The floods re- 
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Vidal, Pardo said to be negotiating with Palace for convicted leader 
pardoned. Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, the Ce- he would negotiate with the 
2 Apostol, who was а prose- bu archbishop, was negotiating President. Then our President 
El CHILDREN INT'L. 
т | * to grant an "absolute pardon” to convicted plun- peachment trial in the Senate Estrada's former trade secre- to avail of a pardon, but that re. 
Habitat build derer, deposed President Joseph Estrada, Mala- in 2001, explained thatacon- tary Jose Pardo, was also partof mains in the hands of Erap if he 
that Estrada would be grant- Puno told reporters Friday реп," Apostol said. 
eR “Absolute means uncondi- tions,” Apostol said, confirm- ed parole, that is, a prisoner that he saw the "beginnings of ` Malacafiang has ruled out the 
typhoon victims tional,” said Sergio Apostol, the ing that the issue could be re- is temporarily released be- an agreement” and that Estrada idea of an amnesty for Estrada, 
presidential legal adviser, dis- solved before Christmas and fore the completion ofa sen- has said he would accept a par- saying that only political of. 
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court on Sept. 12 found Estrada amnesty to Estrada were al- signals about a possible pardon. ^ Estrada will only prolong the ers,” said Apostol 
ly prolong у р 
/A7 guilty of plunder for collecting ready in an “advanced stage" Тһе convicted former Presi- process if his lawyers seek judi: Не explained that the 
from illegal gambling and insid- freed from his “rest house ar-  tiations with the administration bayan and the Supreme Court, recently by Ms Arroyo cov. 
Е SENATORS vow er trading. rest" by Christmas without forthe pardon. But if he were to he said. ered communist "groups and 
ili in prison but Apostol said the all. must be an “unconditional” one the high court could take years cal offenses.” 
smooth sailing for disgraced leader, who turned Explaining that absolute and which should definitely not in- to resolve, he said. He said Estrada could claim 


cheap meds bill 70 in April, was now eligible for unconditional pardons were clude an admission of guilt, ће "So our appeal for him is to that “Tm a communist,” so he 
apardon. synonymous, Apostol said no had said. withdrawallhismotionsandal- would be covered by the 
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Doctors urge higher 
T health care budget, 
since. economy's up 


————M— ~ | By Beverly T. Natividad «y. WHO-recommended 5 percent 


of gross national product 
DESPITE RECENT ECONOMIC (СМР), particularly since the 
gains, the governments budget administration has been saying 
for health care is still far from the economy is on the upswing. 
the international standards set “If the economy is really im- 
by the World Health Organiza- proving, then there is no reason 


Cone Fo our Open house! tion (WHO), according to a not to go in this direction,” 


nongovernment organization of Rivera said. 

doctors. She said that, at the very 

October 8 for The Health Alliance for least, the DOH budget should 

High School Democracy (HEAD) has urged be around P50 billion to allow it 

Students the government to prioritize to subsidize its hospitals, imple- 

health care for the poor by in- ment a comprehensive public 

creasing the Department of health ‘program and provide 

Health's budget amid the back- benefits to public health work- 
drop of an improving economy. ers and professionals. 

In a statement yesterday Rivera said the country's eco- 
HEAD deputy secretary general nomic gains should first be re- 
Dr. Geneve Rivera said that flected in public health care in- 
while the proposed P15.762- stead of, say, guns and bullets. 
billion DOH budget for 2008 The group said the DOH bud- 
was higher than its 2007 bud- get only ranked seventh among 
get, it was still only 1.3 percent the budgets for government 
of the proposed P1.23-trilion agencies. The Department of 
national budget for next yea. National Defense would get 

The DOH budget in 2007 was about four percent of the bud- 
1.1 percent of the national bud- get pie while the Department of 
get, and 1.6 percentin2006. Transportation and Communi- 

Rivera said HEAD was calling cations would get about two 
fora health budget closer to the percent. 


Nat'l police makeover 


starts with stations 
NOW ACCEPTING By Alcuin Papa identified three vital aspects іп 


Я improving law enforcement ser- 
applicants IT'S GOODBYE TO DINGY AND vices. These are facilities devel- 
for 3rd trimester dark police stations. opment, systems and proce- 
id human resources. 
of SY 2007 - 2008 Ina bid to win back the pub- dures, anc 


Боз trust and confidence in the Besides rebuilding or repaint- 
police, the leadership of the ing police stations, Verzosa said 
Philippine National Police has the project, dubbed “Model Po- 
started a project to uplift law lice Stations,” would upgrade 
enforcement capabilities communications equipment and 
around the country beginning other tools for fighting crime. 
with the improved physical ap- | The project will also involve 
pearance of police stations. | training the policemen at these 
Deputy Director General Jesus stations to be more responsive 
Verzosa, deputy chief for opera- and efficient in their duties. 
1 tions, saidacleanandsprucedup Already, the project has 
CHED Center of Excellence in IT Education police starion made a postive im... gained the support of foreign 
pression on the community. donor countries like the United 
Euseb А, E ATA а. “A well-lighted and clean po- States and the United Kingdom, 
» Business Management BS IN COMPUTER ENGINEERING phat lice station gives the initial im- as well as local government and 
“Marketing & Advertising В IN ELECTRONICS & Е pact of good surroundings and“ nongovernment units. 
COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEERING 8 [cerebri яч makes for an atmosphere thatis | "Eventually we would want 
с good for working and rendering to elicit more support from the 
3 Humabon Place, Magallanes, Makati, 1232 Philippines «Тв: 852-9670; 852-9671 public services," Verzosa told communities themselves. By 


E the INQUIRER. geting more involved in the 
SQUE етиде при If: VIO MO He said the PNP's Program communities, we will know 


cue Management Office (PMO), their needs and problems relat- 
| Ап educational partnership of (jj Foundation and EB Philippines | whichheheadsandwhichisthe ed to crime fighting,” Verzosa 
=> iL. 26 Se ES proponent of the project, had said. 
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Stench aborts Atienza tour of dirty Bulacan rivers 


By Carmela Reyes 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


MARILAO, BULACAN—HIS OWN 
technical officers had protested the in- 
clusion of two rivers in this town in an 
international list of the world's "dirty 
30” or worst-polluted places, question- 
ing the criteria used in the survey. 

But when Environment Secretary 
Lito Atienza arrived for a boat tour of 
the Marilao-Meycauayan-Obando riv- 
er system on Friday, the stench alone 
was enough to make him cancel the 
cruise at the last minute. 

Atienza admitted that he cancelled 
the tour because he was stung by the 


nauseating odor and “turned off” by 
the sad state of the river. 

He said he would closely coordinate 
with Bulacan mayors, local environ- 
ment officials and environment groups 
to clean up the rivers, hopefully “in 
two years." 

Atienza chose to view the controver- 
sial rivers condition from a safer dis- 
tance atop the Poblacion Bridge here, 
and discussed ways to rehabilitate the 
toxic waterway with Gov. Joselito 
Mendoza, Mayor Epifanio Guillermo 
and other local government officials. 

"The Marilao and Meycauayan rivers 
were included in the list of the world's 
worst polluted places for 2007 com- 


piled by Blacksmith Institute, an inde- 
pendent environment group based in 
New York. 

The institute's report warned that 
“all the sites in the Dirty 30 are very 
toxic and dangerous to human health.” 
Recycling plants and tanneries report- 
edly throw their waste untreated into 
the river endangering the lives of 
some 250,000 residents. 

The institute's top list was based on 
scoring criteria devised by an interna- 
tional panel that included researchers 
from Johns Hopkins University, Har- 
vard University and Mount 
Sinai Hospital, Specialists 
from Green Cross Switzerland 


also participated in this year's assess- 
ment of more than 400 polluted sites, а 
press release from the institute said. 

Atienza appealed to the local offi- 
cials to relocate the tanneries and fac- 
tories along the rivers in Meycauayan 
City and Marilao town. 

“Thatis what we did with Pasig River. 
We relocated the factories. Reviving the 
tiver cannot be done overnight,” said 
‘Atienza, formerly the mayor of Manila, 

He also urged local governments to 
stop issuing permits for new factories 
along the rivers and to strictly enforce. 


measures on proper garbage disposal. 

Local officials, however, pointed to 
Metro Manila towns and cities as an- 
other cause of their woes. 

On Wednesday Guillermo said the 
waste of 300,000 residents of Caloocan 
City were dumped in a relocation site in. 
Bagong Silang and were swept by flood- 
‘waters into the waterways of Bulacan. 

‘The Blacksmith report identified the 
pollutants in the Bulacan rivers as cari- 
cinogenic hexavalent chromium, 
heavy metals, pesticides, sewage, solid 
waste and tannery waste. 
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Senators to continue probe, graft issues remain 


From page Al 


merely be a move to pacify the noise of 
the controversy?” he said. 

Pangilinan said the Senate would 
press on with its inquiry so that "offi- 
cials who enter into anomalous trans- 
actions" would be held accountable. 

“Suspending the contract will not 
turn the problem around, nor prevent 
a repeat of this controversy. We will see 
this investigation through so that ifany 


good should come out of this grave 
controversy, itis the lesson that we will 
not tolerate irregularities in public ser- 
vice,” Pangilinan also said. 


No effect on SC case 

Howard Xue, ZTE global marketing 
director and chief information technol- 
ogy consultant, said the fate of the 
NBN deal now rested with the 
‘Supreme Court. 


“We all need to bring everything to 


the Supreme Court, and whatever else. 
would happen next must be done by 
following the legal process," Xue said 
in a phone interview shortly after 
Trade Secretary Peter Favila an- 
nounced the suspension of the deal. 
The suspension would have no effect 
on the case seeking its nullification 
pending in the Supreme Court, its 
spokesperson Jose Midas Marquez said. 
Early this month, the high court, act- 
ing on the petition of Iloilo Vice Gov. 
Rolex Suplico and Amster- 
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dam Holdings Inc. (AHI), vot- 
ed 8-7 to issue a temporary 
restraining order prohibiting 
government officials from en- 
forcing the ZTE contract 
pending the resolution of the 
two cases filed against it 

"As long as the TRO is being. 
respected, meaning that they 
do mot proceed with any 
loans and implement the con- 
tract, there won't be any 
problem,” Marquez said. 

AHI had proposed a build- 
operate-transfer (BOT) 
scheme Tor the NBN project. 
Its majority owner, Jose 
"Зову" de Venecia Ш, a son 
and namesake of the Speaker, 
accused Abalos of trying to 
bribe him with $10 million to 
pull out of the project, and 
Jose Miguel Arroyo, the Presi- 
dent's husband, of telling him. 
to "back off." 

Abalos has denied the ac- 
cusation and is set to testify at 
the Senate next week. 


Graft issues still there 

Sen. Manuel Roxas Il, who 
had earlier insisted that the 
NBN project was "unneces- 
sary, overpriced and overde- 
signed, again called on 
Malacafiang to drop it. 

“Why not cancel the contract 
altogether to defuse the charged 
political atmosphere and enable 
the government to start anew 
on solid and transparent foot- 
ing?” hesaid, adding: 

“I believe our historic ties and 
friendship with China are strong 
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Roxas cochairs the inquiry 
with Senators Alan Peter 
Cayetano and Rodolfo Biazon. 
Sen. Francis Escudero said 
Ms Arroyo had ordered the 
suspension “to probably ren- 
der the Senate inquiry moot.” 


“But I don't think the Senate will buy 
it, Why just suspend [the contract 
when] the Supreme Court TRO al- 
ready did that? The order is superflu- 
ous. She should already cancel it and 
order a review of all similar contracts 
entered into by government agencies,” 
Escudero said. 

Cayetano, chair of the Senate blue 
ribbon committee, said the suspension 
of the deal had no effect on the inquiry 
because "graft and corruption issues 
are still relevant.” 

Said Roxas: “The Palace decision will 
not impair or derail our hearings be- 
cause these are held in aid of legislation 
so that such odious transactions will 
not happen again.” 

He said the government should sub- 
mit the details of the contract for scruti- 
my. "We also need to hear the side of 
Chairman Abalos and other Cabinet offi- 
cials. Our people deserve nothing less 
than a full explanation of all these mat- 
ters," he added. 


“Thank God? 

Speaker De Venecia said he received 
news of the suspension of the deal 
from the President herself. 

“Isaid, Thank God. This is what Ive 
been asking for for some time,” he 
said, describing his reaction after he 
received a "message" at around 11 
a.m. from Ms Arroyo that she was sus- 
pending the NBN deal and the Cyber 
Education Project. 

“I called her up and I congratulated 
her," he added. 

The Speaker said the suspension 
was “an act of courage and a common- 
sensical decision" on the part of the 
President. 

“Tm very happy. This will reduce the 
tension in the country, and the contro- 
versy,” he said. 

The Speaker said he hoped that the 
suspension of the NBN deal would result. 
in its conversion into a BOT project. 

“This is what { have been hoping for. 
That the contract be suspended and 
converted into a [BOT project]. There 
will be no foreign loan, there will be no 
government subsidy, there will be no 
sovereign risk” he said. 


‘Delaying tactic’ 

Sen. Ma. Ana Consuelo Jamby" 
Madrigal said the President's suspen- 
sion order betrayed "how desperate 
she is to cover up hertracks.” 

“This is a delaying tactic to make the 
people forget the issue at hand so that 
she can consummate the deal at a later 
time,” Madrigal said. 

According to the senator, the only 
way the President can show that she is 
not involved in the scandal is to de- 
mand the resignation of Abalos, Men- 
doza and Assistant Transportation Sec- 


Thursday that lasted more than six 
hours, Mendoza and Formoso failed to 
convince the senators of the top-priori- 
ty need of the government to set up its 
own NBN to be funded by a loan from 
China. 

Mendoza insisted that Abalos had 
never talked to him about the NBN 
deal, and denied that Mike Arroyo had 
tried to intimidate Joey de Venecia into 
backing out of the project. 

But at the end of the hearing, Fi- 
nance Secretary Margarito Teves said 
Abalos had arranged and attended a 
meeting with ZTE officials at the Teves 
residence last year. 

Teves also said that early this year 
Mendoza had called him to a meeting 
with ZTE officials at the Wack Wack 
Golf and Country Club, where Abalos 
was also present. 

“From the conflicting testimonies of 
Teves and Mendoza, it appears that 
cracks within the Cabinet are show- 
ing,” said Pangilinan. 


Importance of inquiry 

ZTE's Xue said the firm was awaiting 
the next Senate hearings. 

Asked what ZTE would do if the 
hearings did not push through because 
of the suspension of the contract, Xue 
responded by saying that the firm re- 
garded the continuation of the investi- 
gation important, 

“ГА continuation] would allow the 
Senate to consider more information 
that it was not able to peruse because 
ofthe lack of time during the [previous 
hearings), he said. 

Тһе NBN project involves the setting up 
of a state-of-the-art communications sys- 
tem that would interconnect all govem- 
ment agencies, down to the poorest mu- 
nicipalities. Through better communica- 
tions, the government hopes to improve. 
its delivery of services to the people. 

ZTE issued a statement last week 
saying it had won the NBN project "fair 
and square." 

"ZTE has completed numerous big- 
ger projects around the world," Xue 
said in the statement. 


ZTE: Truth doesn’t reach public 

He added: "We have proposed the best 
price, financing and technical proposal, 
and we are confident of beating all our 
competitors, so there is absolutely no 
need to bribe anybody to get the project. 

"For so long, we keep trying to let 
the public know the facts about NBN 
and ZTE. We feel frustrated that even 
when we talked, the truth still cannot 
reachthe public. 

“Allour voices were covered by more 
eye-attracting stories full of mislead- 
ing information.” 

Xue also said ZTE was waiting for an 
opportunity to defend the project at 
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retary Lorenzo Formoso. 


‘The Senate has so far held two hear- 


ings on the NBN project. 


During the second hearing last 
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According to Maj. Сей, Fernando Manalo, 
commander of the Air Education and Train- 
ing Command (AETC), crops had been or- 
dered planted in a section of the air base that 
is being converted to agricultural use. 

Under the program, the Armed Forces 
will provide the land, manpower and 
equipment while the Department of Agri- 
culture will lend its expertise to turn sol- 
diers into tillers. 


DND-DA project 

“We are going to convert vacant spaces to 
productive use. This is part of an agricultur- 
al project of Malacañang. There was an 
agreement berween the DND [Department 
of National Defense] and the DA in 2001 so 
that all camps, all vacant spaces in bases 
will be converted to productive use,” Mana- 
losaid. 

He said the geographical location and 
rich soil of Fernando Air Base, considered 
the Air Force's “summer capital,” make it 
ideal for growing marketable crops. 

“At an elevation of 1,220 meters above 
sea level, the weather here is almost similar 
to Tagaytay,” said Manalo. 

“In farming, you need rich soil, We 
passed the soil test a month ago, and our 
Jand is good for growing any crops,” said 
Col. Jesus Sampol, commander of the 
550th Air Base Group, which makes him 
“mayor” of the camp. 

Between 150 and 180 hectares of idle 
space inside the air base is being developed 
into agricultural land. 


Papaya plantation 

The project kicked off a month ago with 
the planting of high-quality “Sinta” papaya 
seedlings, a sweer variety of the fruit. 

“There are five hectares being developed 
into a papaya plantation, What we want to 
do is make Fernando Air Base the source of 
produce supply for the whole of Batangas, 
and serve as a model agricultural lot and al- 
so a laboratory for [the cultivation of] dif- 
ferent crops,” zaid Мај. Gerardo Zamudio 


the proper forum, on the basis of facts, 
figures and evidence. With reports 
from Beverly T. Natividad, Norman 
Bordadora and Ronnel W. Domingo 


ъч 4 Soldiers turn air base ... 


Jr, the base's chief information officer. 

"The 400 seedlings planted on Aug. 20 are 
expected to bear between seven to eight 
Sinta papayas each, 245 days from the sow- 
ing date, Sampol said. 

Other crops currently being grown on 
military land are upland kangkong, string 
beans, eggplant, green and red bell peppers 
and tomatoes. 


Sustained effort 

“We are planting but at the same time, 
we can say we are still in the experimental 
stage. After we find which plants are really 
the best suited for the climate and soil, then 
we will enhance the planting of those,” 
Sampol said. 

"It will be a sustained effort. We will be 
embarking on procuring farm implements 
and other farm equipment to harness our 
resources," he said. 

The fruits and vegetables grown at Fer- 
nando Air Base will be distributed to mar- 
kets in Batangas, where officials see a ready 
consumer base. 

The produce will also be sold to military 
personnel and dependents as well as resi- 
dents inside the base, said Sampol. 


To lower prices 

According to Manalo, the hope is thar the 
base's produce will drive down vegetable 
prices in the Batangas markets as there 
would be no need to source supplies from 
Baguio City. 

“We've conducted a study that some veg- 
etables normally grown in Baguio City can 
be grown here. We are now cultivating 
those so we can reduce the cost of veggies 
inthearea,” he said. 

Sampol said tending the base's farm 
would become part of the regular duties of 
Fernando Air Base's 980 airmen. 

“The full command will participate, This 
will be beneficial for everybody. Aside from 
enhancing our cooperation, camaraderie, 
teamwork and coordination, it is also a 
wholesome activity, most especially for our 
airmen, instead of indulging in other activi- 
ties which are not productive.” he said. 
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Senators vow 
another easy 

sail for cheap 
medicine bill 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE SENATE HAS VOWED TO PASS A BILL 
that aims to bring down the cost of 
medicine before it adjourns on Oct. 13 fora 
three-week break 

In a caucus earlier this week, the sena- 
tors agreed to fast-track deliberations on 
the cheaper medicines bill and 14 other 
measures that the Senate had already 
passed in the 13th Congress. 

The measures, however, were not enacted. 
either because the House of Representatives 
failed to pass its version of the measures as 
in the case of the cheaper medicines bill, orit 
did not ratify the final bicameral version. 

Since they were not enacted into law, the 
bills had to be refiled in the 14th Congress and 
undergo the legislative process all over again. 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangili- 
nan said that during the caucus the sena- 
tors agreed to wrap up the committee he: 
ings on the bills and to submit the commit- 
tee report for plenary deliberation within 
the next two weeks. 

The respective committee chairs will spon- 
sor the bills on the floor for debate and final 
amendments before they are passed on third 
and final reading and referred to the House. 

“By and large the previous committee re- 
port (in the 13th Congress) will be adopt- 
ed. If there are any minor amendments, 
hindi na lalayo (they would not digress 
much)" Pangilinan said. 

During the 13th Congress, the Senate 
unanimously passed a bill that lowers the 
prices of medicine by allowing the parallel 
importation of affordable medicine, and by 
revising the Intellectual Property Code to 
ease the stranglehold of multinational com- 
panies on drug patents. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas II, chair of the com- 
mittee on trade and commerce and princi- 
pal author of the bill, refiled the Senate's 
version of the bill. 

Senate President Manuel Villar, on the other 
hand, had introduced a bill similar to the House 
version, which aims to lower the price of 
medicine by setting up a price regulatory board 
consisting of representatives from the govern- 
ment, drug companies and the health sector. 


More oil firms 
hike fuel prices 


THREE MORE OIL FIRMS JACKED UP THE 
pump prices of their gasoline, diesel and 
kerosene by 50 centavos a liter yesterday as 
world oil prices continued to escalate. 

Total (Philippines) Corp. increased 
prices at 12:01 a.m. yesterday, followed by 
Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. at6a.m. 

Unioil Petroleum Philippines Inc. will 
hike prices of the same products by the 
samelevel at 12:01 a.m. tomorrow. 

Perron Corp. , Flying V and Eastern 
Petroleum Crop. had earlier announced 
their respective price adjustments. 

The price increases, the first since July, were 
spurred by high oil prices in the world market. 

According to industry data, the price of 
the regional benchmark Dubai crude had 
escalated to an average of $72.32 a barrel 
in the first 20 days of September. 

World crude oil prices breached the $80- 
a-barrel mark last week when power out- 
ages resulting from the entry of Hurricane. 
"Humberto" in the area around the Texas- 
Louisiana border forced the temporary 
shutdown of three oil refineries there. 

The advent of the winter season in the 
western hemisphere is also expected to in- 
crease the prices of diesel, which is com- 
monly used as heating oil. 

The latest price increase brought premium 
unleaded gasoline prices to between P39.57 
and P42.27 a liter, diesel to berween P33.10 
and P35.62 a liter and kerosene to between 
P36.65 and P40.80 a lite. Abigail L. Ho 
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BAGUIO TAGAYTAY 
WACATIONH HOMES 


was diagnosed with peripheral nerve 
sheath cancer in 2000, said of her weekly 
well-wishers. 

But perhaps more importantly, such vis- 
its assure her anxious family that they are 
not alone in that small, one-story apart- 
ment in Bayanan, Muntinlupa City, waiting 
for the inevitable. 

Before leaving, the two women "pray 
over" Lyn, her bed now moved to the living. 
area, which provides better ventilation and 
the quickest dash to the front door in case 

of an emergency 


отпад рь.сай: RP BAHAY, [m 
8 3723206 / 3742584 / 4106688 
3719702-04 / 3719706 / 4108367-69 
Mobile Мо: 0917-5555262 


Heavy oxygen tanks 
and a small table for 
her medicines are 
within her reach. 

“Di ko alam kung 
saan kami pupulutin 
kung wala sila (l 
don't know where 
we would be with- 
out them)" said the 
former ` lounge 
singer, whose condi- 
tion had long forced 
her son and daugh- 
ter, now both in 
their 20s, to quit 
School and look for 
work. 

Kalalo and Alla- 
do, who both be- 
long to a church- 
based foundation in 
Alabang, can be 
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Tender loving hospice care ... 


HOLISTIC APPROACH: Volunteers from the 
Ayala Alabang hospice foundation make home 


visitations to provide patients medicine, 


‘equipment and counsel, listen to their 
‘concerns and pray over them. 


advocates of hospice care—the 
holistic, preferably home-based ser- 
vices given to patients for whom a 
cure is no longer possible. 


Managing pain 

“When nothing else can be done 
for patients, the goal is to manage 
their pain and their symptoms, to 
surround them with loved ones and 
give them the highest possible qual- 
ity of life in their remaining days,” 
said Kalalo, president of the Nation- 
al Hospice Council of the Philip- 
pines (NHCP). 

The two women often make their 
rounds together, sometimes with a 
nurse and other volunteers from 
their parish in tow. They have a du- 
al mission: To extend palliative саге 
to the patients, and prepare their 
families for the impending loss. 

Formed in 1994, NHCP is an um- 
brella group now composed of 24 
member-organizations and staffed 
by 520 care providers nationwide. 

“Hospi,” as their services are 
fondly referred to, is mainly about 
relieving the patient of the days 
pain and tomorrow's worries. Aside 
from easing the physical suffering, 
it also involves taking the patients 
spirit by the hand through prayer 
and counseling before it wallows in 
fear, guilt or self-pity. 


Home visits 

Hence, Kalalo's local group, the 
Ayala-Alabang Hospice Care Foun- 
dation Inc., also arranges regular 
home visits by a priest and a small 
group of parishioners. 

Such interventions are deemed 
crucial, especially if the patient has 
started entertaining dark notions of 
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AHAND TO HOLD, sometimes that's all the patient needs to get 


omuzwasus Over her/his depression, desperation and fears. 


being “punished” by God or hound- 
ed by “bad karma,” said Allado, 
who serves as the foundation's 
home care physician. 

Hospice caregivers also try to cre- 
ate an atmosphere where the pa- 
tient and his family can resolve lin- 
gering “issues”- like marital spats, 
strained relations with children or 
siblings or disputes over proper- 
ty—lest these conflicts weigh heavi- 
lyon the patient, Allado explained. 

The care can extend to post- 
mortem concerns. “We talk about 
burial plans, wills and the care of 
thechildren,” she said 

Lyn, for instance, has already 
prepared a set of “advanced direc- 
tives” detailing how she wishes to 
finally go: She wants it to be in a 
hospital, as painless as possi- 
ble—and “no more tubes." 


Never-give-up attitude 

Kalalo conceded that most Fil- 
ipino families still unfamiliar with 
hospice care may tend to have a 
"never-give-up" attitude and view it 
as a form of surrender, a sign of 
their lack of faith. 

Many feel “guilty” about bringing 
the patient home from the hospital 
for good, and would rather subject 
himor herto further medical proce- 
dures—some quite invasive and 
stressful—even after being told of 
their futility. 

“They'd rather make the patient 
stay at the hospital in the belief that 
they are doing him a favor,” she 
said. “But in fact they may be just 
trying to ease their own consciences 
by showing that they have done ev- 
erything possible." 

The foundation has helped over 
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250 families overcome such dilem- 
mas, she reported. At present, it is 
attending to eight indigent patients 
in the Muntinlupa, Parafiaque, and 
Las Piñas areas. 

Last year, they managed to find a 
donor for a hospital bed and had it 
delivered to the home of one of 
their patients, 58-year-old “Flor” of 
Barangay Putatan also in Muntinlu- 
pa. 

The adjustable bed allows “Flor,” 
afflicted with advanced-stage 
breast cancer, to lie down in a posi- 
tion that eases the pain in her back 
and legs. Regular doses of mor- 
phine have also made all the differ- 
ence for this mother of five, who 
manages to stand up and move 
around the house. 


With a lot of help from ‘hospi’ 

She can do simple chores and 
tend to the family's sari-sari store. A 
good cook and one-time business- 
woman, she even has the energy to 
entertain neighbors who would 
come over to consult her about cer- 
tain recipes or how to process meat 
into native sausages or longaniza. 

Last New Year's Eve, she was able 
to join the revelry by marveling at 
the fireworks from her bedroom 
window. “Without hospi! I probably 
would not have gone this far," she 
said, recalling that a doctor at the 
Philippine General Hospital had 
warned her that she may not last till 
the end of 2006. 

About 300 foreign guests and 
1,000 local delegates are expected 
10 attend the international confer- 
ence this week to share the latest 
developments and practices in hos- 
pice care. 


Joe on Joey: An agent of the Lord’ 
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with China's ZTE Corp. and the $26.4-bil- 


contract or when the govem- 


ment itself does that,” he said. 


“1 still don't know what to 
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lion Cyber Education Project. 
“He is an agent of the Lord, an agent of 
change. He is an agent of some form of 


moral regeneration,” the elder De Venecia 
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told the INqumn yesterday after Trade Sec- 
retary Peter Favila's announcement of the 
suspension of the deals. 


It was Joey who exposed alleged anoma- 
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lies in the multibillion-peso NBN deal. This 
included Commission on Elections chair 
Benjamin Abalos St's alleged attempt to 


bribe Joey out of the project with $10 mil- 
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lion and the President's husband, Jose 
Miguel “Mike” Arroyo's threat to him to 


"back off.” 

Joey is a major 
stockholder in Ams- 
terdam Holdings 
Inc., which came up 
with an unsolicited 
proposal for a build- 
operate-transfer 
(BOT) scheme to 
undertake the NBN. 

Joey said he was 
happy with the sus- 
pension but not to- 
tally. 

“Why don’t they 
just cancel the con- 
tract altogether? It 
is quite anomalous,” 
he said. “Suspend- 
ing it is like sus- 
pending classes. It 
appears they just 
want to ride out the 
political storm.” 

Joey added he 
was happy that his 
“crusade — against 
corruption” had re- 
sulted in the con- 
tract's suspension. 

“But it aint over 
til the fat lady sings. 
That would be when 
the Supreme Court 
decides to cancel the 


make of it (the suspension). I 
have yet to talk to my lawyers 
on what the suspension 
means,” Joey said. 


Testimony 

His testimony against Mike 
Arroyo and Abalos in a Senate 
inquiry last week created quite 
a stir that put the Arroyo admin- 
istration and those pushing for 
the ZTE contract in a bad light. 
It also compromised the elder 
De Venecia's relationship with 
the President and his position as 
Speaker. 

“(Joey) was also for a BOT 
project that would entail no for- 
eign loan, no government guar- 
antee and no sovereign risk. We 
saved the country $329 million 
in foreign loans," the Speaker 
said of his son's role in the sus- 
pension of the controversi 
ZTE contract. 

"Our country would have re- 
ceived another debt burden. 
You remember we were in a sit- 
uation like that of Argentina (in 
2004 when it appeared the 
country would default on its 
foreign loan obligations)," he 
said. 

Joey was actually the only 
BOT proponent among those 
who bid for the NBN project 
that aims to connect the nation- 
al government to its offices in 
the regions and to local govern- 
ment units. The other bidders 
‘were ZTE of China and Arescom 
ofthe United States. 


Thank you, Dad 

“Thank you, Dad,” Joey said 
when told what the Speaker 
thought of him following the in- 
definite suspension of the ZTE 
contract 
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The Speaker said he had pro- 
posed to the President, Trans- 
portation Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza and Favila that the 
NBN be converted to a BOT pro- 
ject that would be put up for bid 
among ZTE, AHI and Arescom. 


No longer interested 

“But my son has already said 
he will no longer participate 
even if its converted into a 
BOT," De Venecia said. 

‘After Joey's testimony identi- 
fying Mike Arroyo as the “mys- 
tery man” who told him to 
“back off” from the deal, the Ar- 
тоуо family and close allies ex- 
pectedly cast doubt on Joey's 
credibility as а whistle-blower 
against corruption. 

The President's son and Ca- 
marines Sur Rep. Diosdado "Da- 
io" Macapagal-Arroyo was 
quoted as saying that “even his 
(Joey's) father doesn't believe 
him.” 

The Presidents daughter, 
Evangeline Lourdes "Luli" Arroyo, 
on the other hand, said Joey's past 
experience with drug abuse may 
have affected his mind. 


He smoked pot 

In an earlier interview, Joey 
admitted that he had smoked 
marijuana as a teenager study- 
ingin the United States. 

“I was studying in Boston... 
My grade point average was 
dropping,” he said, adding that 
he checked into a New York in- 
stitution in 1984 to seek a cure 
forhis addiction. 

Joey said that after his suc- 
cess with various business ven- 
tures, he brought in experts 
against drug addiction to help 
Filipinos kick the habit. 

“People make mistakes. The 
important thing is that you cor- 
rect them.” he said. 
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By Alcuin Papa guniang Kabataan 
{youth council) elec- 
tions to stay calm and 
avoid violence. 

“We are appealing 
to barangay captains 
and other candi- 
dates not to be tem- 
peramental in this 
elections," Calderon 
said in Filipino. “Let 
the people decide 
who they would vote. 
for Whoever wins 
has the mandate. Let. 
us have peaceful 
elections.” 

Calderon ordered 
police commanders 


THE PHILIPPINE 
National Police said 
yesterday it had be- 
gun identifying po- 
tential "hot spots" in 
the coming baran- 
gay elections. 

Police Director Wil- 
fredo Garcia, Direc- 
torate for Operations. 
chief, said the PNP 
was looking at which 
of the country's more. 
than 40,000 
barangays | might 
erupt in violence dur- 
ing the Oct. 29 polls. 

He said places 
where violence broke 
out in last Mays na- 
tional elections were. 
likely to be included 
inthelist. 

“Based on histori- 
cal events, places 
like Abra, Nueva 
Ecija and Maguin- 
danao are likely 
candidates for the 
list," Garcia told the. 
INQUIRER. 

In what may be a 
portent of things to 
come, four baran- 
gay officials were 
attacked in July. 

"We are prepar- 
ing our police forces 
to address the 
barangay elections. 
We have a lot of 
plans,” PNP Director 
General Оѕсаг 
Calderon said. 

The national police 
chief reminded all the 
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Cops list Oct. polls ‘hot spots’ 


lated violence. 

"The October elec- 
tions are our next 
major activity. We are 
coordinating with the 
Comelec (Commis- 
sion on Elections) so 
the PNP can provide 
the appropriate assis- 
tance,” said PNP 
spokesperson Chief 
Supt. Samuel Pagdi- 
lao. 

Garcia issued on 
Friday the memoran- 
dum directing all 
commanders to iden- 
Шу the barangays 
with a history of elec- 


to launch "preemp- 
tive drives” to pre- 
vent attacks on can- 
didates and to initiate 
"peace dialogues" in 
areas considered to 
be hot spots. 
Calderon also or- 
dered the police to 
go after private 
armed groups, con- 
fiscate illegal 
firearms and set up 
checkpoints around 
Metro Manila and 
the entire country. 
In last May's elec- 
tions, over 100 per- 
sons died in poll-re- 


B. onl 
Word У 


Oct. 22] Nov. 4 T LA 117 


‘chaplains (DUBAI extn 


fo NA ана BA 


[rd NG] 


NG 
JAPAN Nov.2 


CRUISES: 

• 0220. ASIAN. 
Bia 

ere 


otic WORD 
Fama oe 


na 
|- 


= 


Aro You a 
Liver Cancer Patient? 


Timo is of tho Essence. 


tion violence. 

The commanders 
were also directed 
to identify the can- 
didates for baran- 
gay and SK posi- 
tions in previous 
"areas of concern.” 
The purpose of this, 
Garcia said, was to 
initiate peace dia- 
logues among the 
warring parties, a 
strategy adopted by 
the PNP in last 
May's elections. 
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master's degree programs 


Humanities: 
‘Master in Bioethics 
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‘Children’ build ‘Habitat for Bicol storm victims 


national (CD, a nonprofit organi- 
zation that caters to the needs of 
impoverished children in 11 
countries. 

The 13,071-square-meter 
housing site located in the near- 
by upland village of Pandan was 
aptly christened “Mabuhay Vil- 
lage” during groundbreaking 
ceremonies held Friday 

As Mabuhay Village was being 
unveiled, the Bicol Express Cara- 


van of Habitat for Humanity 
Philippines (HFHP) was leaving 
Manila to arrive in Albay оп Sat- al. 
urday to jump-start the building 
of some 2,000 houses for Bicol 
disaster refugees still living in 
tents and shanties. 


P60M for houses 

Albert Jugo, HFHP president, 
said they will spend around P60 
million to build houses for Bicol 


By Jaymee T. бат! and 
Ephraim Aguilar 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


> DARAGA, ALBAY—A HUNDRED 
families from Barangay Busay 
hhere who lost their homes and 
loved ones to mudslides trig- 
gered by typhoon “Reming” last 
year have been given a new lease 
on life through a free permanent 
housing project of Children Inter- 


in partnership with relief organi- 
zation Compassion Internation- 


So far, they have helped build о 
40 schools, mostly in Sorsogon. 
province, and repair more than 
1,500 houses. 
He said the use of modern 
technology made HFHP distinct 
as a development organization 
that builds decent, durable yet 
affordable houses for the needy. 


The houses are given 
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for free in disaster re- 
sponse. 

Despite the inces- 
sent rains, some 600 
volunteers wearing 
yellow hard hats 
rolled their sleeves at 
the Anislag resettle- 
ment site here to 
start building the 
foundations | and 
steel frame of houses 
worth P70,000 each. 


‘Hope is not lost 

"The — surviving 
families feel ав 
though they have 
been lifted up and 5. ee 
told to continue Њу- git ITS Р 
ing. As long as they ЖЗ и 
are alive, hope is not 
lost," said Al Abain- UO $ 4 
za, direcror of Child а > oi? 
Sponsorship | for fotu 
Communiy Devel- 
opment Inc., the op- 
erating agency of CI 
in Legazpi City. 

A total of 101 ty- 
phoon-resistant 
housing units are 
slated to be built, 
with P253,000 allo- 
cated for each house. 

Each unit, which 
will occupy a 63-54 m 
lot, will consist of a 
30sq m concrete 
house with two bed- 
rooms, a living area 
and а bathroom, 
with running water 
and electricity. 

‘The village will al- 
so have a road net- 
work, with the 
streets to be named 
after values the re- 
stored community it 
is hoped would ex- 
hibit, such as "Mag- 
inhawa" (Comfort- 
able), “Makadiyos” 
(God-loving), “Ma- 
boot" (Kind), "Maga- 
lang” (Respectful), 
“Mahigos” (Нагі. 
working), | and 
"Maminomootan" 
(Loving). 

The housing area 


THE HEAVY rains did not deter Australian volunteer Aimee Mcveigh, 
26, and about 600 others from building houses for typhoon victims at 
the Anislag Resettlement site in Daraga, Albay, during the Bicol 
Express Build Caravan of Habitat for Humanity Philippines. 

NIN pesn ORBETAINOUREAGUATHERNLUZON. 


has been identified by the re- 


gional Mining and Geosciences 
Bureau as a hazard-free zone. 


shelters would not be left behind. 

‘The glee on the face of Glenda 
Montas, 38, of Barangay Bahag 
could not be hidden as she 
signed up as one of the volunteer 
builders of the house that would 
become the permanent home for 
her family in Barangay Anislag. 

Montas lost her house, live- 
stock, store and belongings to 
the flashfloods. A widow, she 
managed to carry her four chil- 
dren to a church. 


Sweat equity 

"In exchange for the houses, 
we only ask beneficiary families 
to put in 500 hours of ‘sweat eq- 
uity’ during the construction of 
their new homes,” Abainza said. 

The first 57 houses are now 
being constructed, with at least 
20 units expected to be complet- 
ed by the end of the year. 

Michael Loterina, a Busay 
evacuee and one of the benefi- 
ciaries of the Pandan housing 
project, was grateful for the pr 
ject: 

“Not only are our children 
provided safe shelter, they 
are also given an environ- 
ment free from health haz- 
ards and bad influences,” he 
said. 

Busay Barangay Captain Ama- 
do Lorejo said there were still 
276 families from their village in 
need of permanent housing. 

Lorejo was optimistic that 
those still residing in temporary 


‘Transforming lives 

At least 168,000 houses were 
destroyed and 255,000 damaged 
by supertyphoon Reming, the 
National Disaster Coordinating 
Council said. 

Former Miss Universe Margie 
Moran-Floirendo, 'HP cochair 
and one of the pioneers of the 
caravan, said the project was 
conceptualized to speed up the 
construction of houses for the 
thousands rendered homeless by 
Reming. 

Moran added that building 
houses was an entry point to 
transform lives in a community. 
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Sunday, September 23, 2007 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
1stReading: Amos 8:4-7 

Crime of the oppressors. 

Hear this, you who trample on the 
needy to do away with the weak of the 
land. You who say, "When will the new 
moon or the sabbath feast be over that we 
may open the store and sell our grain? Let 
us lower the measure and raise the price; 
let us cheat and tamper with the scales, 
and even sell the refuse with the whole 
grain. We will buy up the poor for money 
and the needy for a pair of sandals.” 

Yahweh, the pride of Jacob, has sworn 
by himself, "I shall never forget their 
deeds." 
2nd Reading: 1Timothy 2:1-8 

Prayers for all. 

First of all 1 urge that petitions, 
prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone, for rulers of states 
and all in authority, that we may enjoy a 
quiet and peaceful life in godliness and 
respect. This is good and pleases God. For 
he wants all to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of truth. As there is one God, 
there is one mediator berween God and 
humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 
who gave his life for the redemption of 
all. This is the testimony, given in its 
proper time, and of this, God has made 
me apostle and herald. Г am not lying, 1 
am telling the truth: He made me teacher 
of the nations regarding faith and truth. 

Т want the men in every place to lift 
pure hands in prayer to heaven without 
anger and dissension. 

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 

The astute steward. 

Jesus told his disciples, “There was a 
rich man whose steward was reported to 
him for fraudulent service. He sum- 
moned the steward and asked him: ‘What 
is this I hear about you? [want you to ren- 
der an account of your service for it is 
about to be terminated." 

"The steward thought to himself: 
"What am I to do now? My master will 
surely dismiss me. I am not strong 
enough to do hard work, and Г am 
ashamed to beg. I know what I will do: 1 
must make sure that when I am dis- 
missed, there will be some people to wel- 
come me into their house." 

"So he called his master's debtors one 
by one. He asked the first who came: 
“How much do you owe my master?" The 
reply was: ‘A hundred jars of oil.’ The 
steward said: ‘Here is your bill. sit down 
quickly and write there fifty. To the sec- 
ond he put the same question: ‘How much 
do you owe?’ The answer was: ‘A thou 
sand measures of wheat.’ Then he said: 
“Take your bill and write eight hundred.’ 

“The master commended the dishonest 
steward for his astuteness. For the people 
of this world are more astute in dealing 
with their own kind than are the people 
of light. And so I tell you: Use filthy mon- 
ey to make friends for yourselves, so that 
when it fails, these people may welcome 
you into the eternal homes. 

“Whoever can be trusted in little things 
can also be trusted in great ones; whoev- 
«er is dishonest in slight matters will also 
be dishonest in greater ones. So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling 
filthy money, who could entrust you with 
true wealth? And if you have not been 
trustworthy with things which are not re- 
ally yours, who will give you the wealth 
which is your own? 

“No servant can serve two masters. Ei- 
ther he does not like the one and is fond 
of the other, or he regards one highly and 
the other with contempt. You cannot give 
yourself both to God and to Money.” 
Commentary 

‘Amos excoriates the people who destroy 
the poor and at the same time practice in- 
Justice/greed to make a profit, sell the la- 
borer short, endanger peoples’ lives, and 
make people no more than indentured ser- 
vants. Even at worship all they think about 
is howto make more money in unjust ways. 
God will never forget a single thing they 
have done to the poorest and the least. (We 
are among the richest nations of the earth, 
by far, and the least generous in giving 
even when disaster strikes—what does our 
God see us doing?) 

These readings declare that we are 
Christian but that we live ina world that is 
not and we must together reveal our being 
Christian in our words/deeds/action. We 
are not to just singly make do when our na- 
tion/country defies God and practices 
what God finds abhorrent in regard to eco- 
nomic justice, the basic necessities of life 
for all, and life itself with human dignity. 

Jesus tells the story of a manager who 
cheats his master, and at the same time, in- 
gratiates himself with his master's cus- 
tomers/debtors. He is going to be dis- 
missed (in his greed, he overstepped the 
profit he took—more than his master's 
share). So he brings in each of the debtors 
and substantially drops what they owe 
(you can see how much he was raking in). 
Thus he makes friends who will provide for 
him when he is out of job. The master rec- 
ognizes his astuteness and praises him. 
And us--what have we done with what our 
God has shared with us? Do we make а 
profit on the side for ourselves? Can we be 
trusted with the treasures of God—the 
poor, the little ones, the crucified ones, 
those who are the presence of God among 
us? 

laretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon Cry, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Cig; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
Email: cel@claret org: Websites: hrp://www.bible. 
dareorg (атап ^ Publicaron) & 
"up//wwwdlremphiippnesorg (Claretian Mi 
sionaries in the Philippines) 
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No excuse 


ASTE MAKES WASTE—AND LAYS WASTE TO THE 
Hz ii v apparent 
haste that reporters were summoned yesterday to 
hear Trade Secretary Peter Favila and acting Justice Secre- 
tary Agnes Devanadera announce the latest instructions 
from the President: Both the ZTE deal and the Cyber Edu- 
‘cation Project have been suspended. 
= This is like the President saying, at 
EDITORIAL 4:40 in the afternoon, she's issued a de- 
cree ordering the sun to set later in the 
day. Of course, there will be a sunset, but only a fool 
would attribute it to the President. But the Palace obvi- 
ously thinks there are plenty of fools. For only foolish 
minds would confuse the President's instructions with 
anything substantial. What has put the ZTE deal on hold 
took place prior to the Presidents issuing her instruc- 
tions. The deal was put on hold, and remains on hold, be- 
cause of a TRO issued by the Supreme Court. 

Therefore it really doesn't matter at all, what the Presi- 
dent's instructions are—even with regard to the Cyber 
Education Project, which we already predicted will be the 
next focus of congressional and public inquiry. So the ob- 
vious thing here is, this is a public relations move, but it 
does not affect basic government policy. 

And we say haste lays waste to good government, be- 
cause pressed on what government intended to do next, 
and why the administration suddenly reversed itself on 
two huge projects, the two secretaries were at a loss for 
words. Favila simply stated the President told them what 
to say. Devanadera, obviously less politically suave, then 
told the media that the ZTE deal was legally defensible; 
Favila then told the media that the President's decision 
was triggered by "bad publicity" —see how it’s basically a 
PR move? 

The question then becomes, will the President's week- 
end attempt to take credit for an act of the Supreme Court 
be enough to defuse tensions? Will it be enough, forexam- 
ple, to maintain the brittle peace within her ruling coali- 
tion? Could it stop a potentially explosive Senate hearing 
on Wednesday, where former Socioeconomic Planning 
Secretary Romulo Neri is due to testify under oath? 

Newsbreak has put forward this version of events. The 
Comelec chair, its report says, approached then Neda 
chief Neri for “help” with the ZTE deal. Neri replied he'd 
take a look. Abalos, the report says, took this to mean 
Neri wasn’t interested, so he quickly said, “There's 200 for 
you here.” Neri asked what he meant. Abalos allegedly 
replied, “200 million.” End of conversation. 

Neri, the report says, then went to the President and 
told her about the offer. When Neri told her that he re- 
fused it, the President supposedly told him to forget the 
money but to approve the deal. Two days later, Neri was 
removed from the National Economic and Development 
Authority. 

This is a version of events that requires investigation. 
With both Abalos and Neri scheduled to appear before 
the Senate, now, more than ever, the hearings should pro- 
ceed. 

The administration pulled out all the stops to try to de- 
flect attention and reduce the focus on the NBN contro- 
versy, using fair means and foul. Everything and every- 
one—from presidential daughter Evangeline “Luli” Ar- 
royo's display of cattiness, to the AFP chief of staff's 
blowhard statements of a destabilization plot and how 
martial law is a necessary tool in governments legal arse- 
nal, to this; the latest clumsy move by the President— 
have been tried. 

The Senate then must ponder if it wants to be an accom- 
plice to this effort to sweep things under the rug, or if it 
Will pull the rug out from under the feet of some extremely 
nervous officials. The President said the ZTE contract 
would be suspended—"no ifs, ands or buts." What there 
should be no ifs, ands or buts about is that the public inter- 
est requires a continuation of the Senate hearings. 

The hearings themselves, after all, not only subject ex- 
ecutive officials to much-needed public scrutiny, they also 
put the senators under the microscope. This can only be 
healthy for the body politic. This is what public account- 
ability is all about. May we remind the President of one of 
her favorite expressions: "Let the chips fall where they 
SE 

Even at the very desk of the President of the Phi 
pines, if necessary. 
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REP RUFUS RODRIGUEZ SAYS THAT WHILE 
Joseph Estrada will definitely reject a presi- 
dential pardon, he might consider an amnesty 
provided he agrees with the fine print in the 
proclamation. This is also subject to the two 
conditions required by the Constitution, to wit, 
that the President will agree to grant the 
amnesty and Congress will obediently concur. 

Estrada says that a pardon is unacceptable 
because it will require a previous admission of 
guilt. He insists that he is innocent of the plun- 
der charge against him despite the 212-page 
decision of the Sandiganbayan. His fear would 
be valid if the pardon offered him was condi- 
tional, but not if it was absolute. The absolute 
pardon may be forced upon а convict even if he. 
may foolishly decline it. 

À convict may want to stay as a non-paying 
lodger in the convenient premises of the na- 
tional penitentiary, especially now that the 
cost of living is astronomically high like the un- 
employment figures. The State may refuse to 
accommodate him at added expense to the 
government, together with the other inmates 
entitled to official support as convicted crimi 
nals. To enjoy the privilege he seeks, he must 
commit another crime, confess, and be de- 
servedly imprisoned like the other scoundrels. 

Most pardons are conditional and will be 
automatically revoked if the grantee commits 
another crime during the prohibited period. 
Erap will certainly reject that condition be- 
cause he says it will imply that he has commit- 
ted the crime of plunder imputed to him by 
the Sandiganbayan. He says it is not he who 
lied at the trial but Clarissa Ocampo et al. who 
should be prosecuted for perjury, of which, 
nota bene, he was acquitted by the kangaroo 
court. 

Tf out of the goodness of her heart and with 
sincere gratitude for making it possible for 


‘THE STORY ISTOLD ABOUT A HUSBAND AND 
wife who were having dinner when the phone 
rang. The husband told the wife: “If it is for me, 
say Fm not at home." 

The wife answered the phone and said: "He 
isat home.” 

When the husband asked why she said that, 
the wife replied: "It was for me.” 

In today's Gospel (Lk. 16, 1-13) Jesus re- 
minds us that whoever is dishonest in small 
matters is also dishonest in great ones. He 
also reminds us that the standards of this 
world are not the same as God's standards: 
The dishonest steward was wise and pru- 
dent in the world's eyes, but still he was dis- 
honest in God's eyes. In other words, one 
can get away with dishonesty in this life, 
and he who does so may even be considered 
prudent or wise; but more than worldly wis- 
dom, God sees a person's purity of heart. 

‘What caused the steward to be dishonest? 
He was about to be fired by his employer, so he 
had to make provisions for his future. Ask any 
corrupt government official or businessman, 
or any ordinary person why he/she thinks of 
making extra money by whatever means and 
most likely, the motivation is insecurity and 
fear of the future, be it for one's lonely retire- 
ment, or for one's family. To them we address 
this question: How about the fear of God? 

To those who feel good and confident 
about their retirement from public life be- 
cause they have made enough provisions 
for their sunset years, we ask: How about 
your provisions for eternity? How about 
your entry to heaven? Are you sure at all you 
will have sunset years? “1f today you hear 
His voice, harden not your hearts.” 

Idon't want to sound “kill joy” to those who 
insist on “gather(ing) hay while the sun 
shines.” Go ahead, gather hay, but not at the 
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her to replace him in Malacaang, GMA 
should decide to grant Erap a special pardon 
just for him, with no strings attached, then 
and only then will he gladly accept her benev- 
olence. Otherwise, begging your pardon, 
Madame President, your conditional pardon 
is rejected. 

So now let us go to the other alternative, 
which is amnesty. Under present jurispru- 
dence, it is like a conditional pardon in also 
compelling previous admission of guilt before 
itcan be enjoyed. It was different before, when 
it absolved Jose Р Laurel, Claro M. Recto and 
others of collaboration with the Japanese ос 
cupation government without having to admit 
they were guilty. Otherwise, they would have 
preferred to continue with their trial where 
they were sure to be acquitted. 

That has all been changed. In Vera v. People 
of the Philippines, 7 SCRA 152, and two other 
earlier cases, the Supreme Court had reversed 
the old doctrine and now requires previous ad- 
mission of guilt as a condition precedent for 
the grant of amnesty. “Amnesty presupposes 
the commission of a crime,” it said, “and when 
an accused maintains that he has not commit- 
ted a crime, he cannot have any use for 
amnesty” 

‘Amnesty is supposed to extinguish not only 
the penalty asin pardon but also the offense it- 
self, which disappears and is considered never 
to have existed at all. If that be so, there would 


Dishonesty 
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expense of others, please! Rejoice and be glad 
you have eared, but in the process, did you 
leave others cheated or burned? Did you sacri- 
fice your values and principles? Did you use 
and abuse people, especially the “little ones" in. 
our midst? Finally, did you in the process, "gain 
the world and lose vour soul”? Think again: Is 
itworth itall? 

We can understand (though not condone) 
if, mortals as we are (“tao lang рој"), we are 
dishonest here and there. But, for those who 
make millions, even billions of “dirty mon- 
ey” and who go on doing so, we ask with in- 
dignation: When does it end? When is 
enough enough? When will you stop? 
‘When, oh when, will you ever learn? 

It is disgusting to hear of public servants 
who rob and cheat us. What is more disgusting 
is that they continue to do so and get away 
with it, and still the majority of us seem to be 
saying “It's all right, as long as they do not af- 
fect our private lives.” Its not all right! And, 
like it or not, it does affect our private lives! 
How many of you out there would like to join 
me in shouting: “Hoy public servants lang 
kayo! Stewards lang kayo! Who do you think 
you are? Affecting the lives of so many people? 
Stop fooling us for God's sake!” 

‘The parable in today's Gospel ends with 
the master commending the dishonest 
steward for acting prudently, and the Lord 
goes on to chide us that “the children of this 
world are more prudent than the children of 


therefore be nothing for the expectant grantee 
to confess as obliged by the present rule. But 
that is a point only Erap may want to raise, not 
this humble observer for lack of what we 
lawyers call locus standi. 

The other objection to amnesty is that it is 
usually applied to political crimes committed 
by many persons, like dissidents or tax 
evaders. It does not cover particular individu- 
als, or only one in the Estrada case, accused of 
common crimes unlike those directly against 
the government such as coup d'etat or trea- 
son. Plunder does not necessarily have polit 
cal color and may be committed by any per- 
son even if not a government functionary. It is 
simply theft of immense dimensions, like the 
close to a billion-peso loot Erap was held to 
have stolen. 

‘The argument that Erap should be pardoned 
or amnestied because he has already been am- 
ply punished with his preventive detention for 
more than six years is straight from the sob sis- 
ters. The sentence imposed on him is reclusion 
perpetua, which has a span of 40 years to be 
suffered notin a rest house in Tanay but in the 
confines of a prison cell. During his relaxed re- 
striction, he cannot deny that he enjoyed ex- 
traordinary privileges allowed him as a former 
President of the Philippines still presumed to 
be innocent. 

If Erap is so sure he can expose and demol- 
ish the errors of the Sandiganbayan on appeal, 
he should reject all this talk of his possible for- 
giveness by GMA and instead seek relief from 
the Supreme Court which he cannot, so far, call 
а kangaroo court. His trial took all of six years 
that consumed considerable time, effort, mu- 
tual animosity and money. All of these would 
be wasted with the grant to him of executive 
clemency that he vigorously protests he does 
not need because he is blameless. 


the light.” However, in real life, are we just 
going to let justice pass us by? Are we going 
to let evildoers go unpunished, and let them 
go on with their collecting spree? We have a 
government, we have a justice system in our 
country, don't we? 

Thank God that from time to time, and at 
opportune times, God raises from our midst, 
prophets who point to the truth and disturb 
those who are comfortable. While many in our 
generation are just comforting the comfort- 
able, Lam edified to know that there are young 
people in our midst who give a hoot as to what 
happens to this country and who are serious in 
their crusade for change “within their life- 
time.” I don't know where Jose Joey” de Vene- 
cia Ш із coming from, but 1 know where he is 
leading to: a clearer picture of the truth. Want 
ed: More Joeys out there who are not afraid to 
surface and take th 

Inviting you on Sept. 30, Sunday, eve of 
my birthday, for the launching of my new 
book ‘Just A Moment,” a collection of daily 
moments from January to December; and 
also my CD “Oh Some Moments,” a collec- 
tion of stories, jokes and reflections on au- 
dio. Proceeds will help our Filipino SVD mis- 
sionaries overseas. Mass is at 4 p.m. in 
Christ the King Seminary, E. Rodriguez Sr, 
Quezon City. See you! 

Bantay Matanda invites you to a lay forum 
with the topic "Legal Issues and Late Stage of 
Alzheimer's Disease.” This will be held on Sept. 
29, 2007, 8 a.m. to 12 nn at Janssen Hall, 
Christ the King Seminary, E. Rodriguez Sr, 
Quezon City. For inquiries, please call 373- 
2262/09174167849. || 

Amoment with the Lord: 

Lord, remind me that the time to stop dishon- 
esty is now, and the person to begin honesty is 
me. Amen. 
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ONE OF THE PERENNIAL COMPLAINTS OF LITI- 
gants is the long delay in the resolution of cases. 
There are many causes for this malady, like the 
humongous number of pending cases, the dilato- 
1y tactics of lawyers, the laziness of some judges, 
and yes, the large number of vacant judgeship po- 
sitions. Today, I will focus on this last item, the 
huge judicial vacancy. 

Long festering problem. The judiciary plan- 
tilla—from the highest to the lowest courts—con- 
tains 2,258 magisterial positions. For many years, 
however, more than one-third of these posts have 
remained vacant, mainly because of low pay (av- 
erage salary was only about P25,000 per month) 
and security problems in outlying posts. 

Thanks to a new law (Republic Act 9227), 
sponsored principally by Sen. Francis Pangilinan, 
the take-home compensation of magistrates іп all 
levels had been increased 100 percent, effective 
Nov. 6, 2006. The pay raise takes the form of non- 
taxable allowances sourced from an increase in 
docket and similar fees. Together with other ben- 
efits, principally from the Judicial Development 
Fund dispensed by the chief justice, the minimum 
monthly pay for judges is now about P80,000. 

At the beginning of 2006, there were 666 va- 
cant judgeships that constituted 29.45 percent of 
the 2,258 positions. To fill up these vacancies 
speedily, the Judicial and Bar Council (JBC)—at 
my initiative as then chief justice—agreed to ex- 
pand its work by mounting an active search cam- 
paign to entice the best and the brightest lawyers 
to join the judiciary. In the past, the JBC just wait- 
ed patiently for those interested to apply 

The JBC's three “5” functions. But 1 realized 
that in order to fill up speedily the huge vacancy, 
there was need for the JBC not only to screen and 
select nominees, but also to search for qualified 
lawyers who were "shy" in filing applications. The 
JBC needed to conduct a massive information 
drive to let these lawyers know of the vacancies in 
their regions, the procedure for applying and the 
more substantial compensation available. 
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‘The four regular JBC members—Dean Amado 
L. Dimayuga, retired Supreme Court Justice Regi- 
по C. Hermosisima Jr., Atty. J. Conrado P Castro 
and retired Sandiganbayan Justice Raoul V. Vic- 
torino--crisscrossed the various regions of the 
country, conducting seminars and dialogues with 
lawyers groups, the legal academe, local gover 
ments and non-governmental organizations. T 
asked them "to work extra hard to nominate 
enough candidates to enable the President to fill 
up some 300 vacancies and thus reduce the va- 
cancy rate by about one-half.” 

То hasten nominations, the JBC worked dou- 
ble time in sorting, encoding and screening the 
applications. After the information campaign, the 
regular members traveled to the major cities, 
north and south, to conduct interviews and give 
psychological/psychiatric tests to applicants. 
With grit and doggedness, the JBC was, by the 
end of 2006, able to transmit to the President 
enough nominations to fill up 316 vacancies, 
thereby exceeding its self-imposed target of 300. 

“This batch of 316 nominations—processed in a 
period of less than one year—is unequalled in 
JBC's history. To achieve that number, the council 
had to screen, test and interview about 10 appli- 
cants per position, ог a total of 3,160 lawyers. 
‘And to comply with the constitutional require- 
ment of at least three candidates for every vacan- 
cy ithad to look for and send about 1,000 worthy 
nominees to the Palace. 

For the year 2006, however, the President 
sued only 219 appointments out of the 316 sub- 
mitted to her by the JBC. Thus, the actual vacancy 


rate, at the end of that year, fell to only 25.2 per- 
cent. On the other hand, ifall the 316 were filled 
up, the vacancy rate would have dropped to 
17.40 percent. 

‘This policy of speedily filling judicial vacancies 
was continued in 2007 by the JBC under Chief 
Justice Reynato S. Puno, As of Sept. 18, 2007, the 
Palace had issued an additional 271 judicial ap- 
pointments thereby reducing the vacancy rate to 
18.87 percent. However, there are still 47 vacan- 
cies for which the JBC has already submitted 
nominations. If these would be filled up on time, 
the vacancy rate would drop to an all-time low of 
16.78 percent. Parenthetically, may I add that 
new vacancies were created in 2007, thereby ne- 
cessitating more nominations and appointments. 

President must follow the Constitution, At 
this point, it is quite obvious that only the continu- 
ing grit of the JBC and the timely issuance of ap- 
pointments by the Office of the President can solve 
the huge judicial vacancy rate, and trigger the con- 
sequential hastening of litigations, The Constitu- 
tion commands that “(Dor the lower courts, the 
President shall issue the appointments within 
ninety days from the submission of the list.” In the 
case of Supreme Court, the 90-day period is to be 
reckoned from the "occurrence" of the vacancy 

However, the records clearly show that many 
of the judicial appointments were issued beyond 
the period mandated by the Constitution. The Of- 
fice of the President tried to circumvent the Con- 
stitution by antedating the appointment papers 
to fall within the 90-day prescription. 

With due respect, this circumvention is unten- 
able. 75 stress, the Charter says, "The President 
shall issue (not shall date) the appointments 
within ninety days from the submission of the 
list" furthermore, the Constitution obviously 
wants judicial vacancies filled up speedily. Ante- 
dating clearly frustrates this noble intent. 

Comments are welcome at chiefjusticepangani- 
ban@hotmail.com 
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A BIOTECH SOLUTION TO BRING DOWN THE 
levels of toxic by-produets of the tanning process 
employed by the leather industry in Bulacan. 
Biofertilizer, making use of vermicompost, mar- 
keted in tablet form, A student-initiated and or- 
ganized project to raise eco-awareness among 
the stakeholders on the different UP campuses in 
time for the observance of UP's centennial next 
year. A different and "fun" way to raise awareness 
among students about solid waste management 
through the use of waste bins in the guise of bas- 
ketball hoops. 

‘These are the award-winning projects, among 
the 13 finalists, submitted as part of the Bayer 
Young Environmental Envoys competition held 
annually by Bayer, in conjunction with the UN En- 
vironmental Program, in various countries around 
the world. The four Filipino winners will be joining 
their counterparts from Asia, Latin America an 
Africa ona trip to Germany where they will noton- 
ly learn about Bayer’s and the German gover 
ments environmentfriendly policies and prac- 
tices, but also share among themselves their 
thoughts and plans for the greening of the planet. 

During the final judging last Thursday, the 
judges were impressed not only by the young 
people's ability to articulate and defend their pro- 
Jects, but even more, by the creativity they em- 
ployed in planning their projects, and by their ef- 
forts at organizing coalitions and raising funds to 
get them going. Heading the board of judges was 
Odette Alcantara of the Mother Earth Movement, 
with lawyer Jonas Leones of the Environment 
Management Bureau, Dr. Rey Esguerra of the De- 
partment of Science and Technology, Dr. Olivia 
Castillo of the Asia-Pacific Roundtable for Sus- 
tainable Consumption and Production, and this 
columnist. 

The final judging followed a months-long 
search for entrants, who were required to submit 
not just their plans and ideas, but also regular up- 
dates on the progress they were making, as well 
as the results they were getting. All 13 finalists 
had hurdled regional screenings and then took 
part in an "eco-camp" (which Bayer hosts annual- 
Îy) held this year in Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte. 


Rina Jimenez-David 


DURING THE awards rites, Bayer justifiably 
took pride in the accomplishments of BYEE 
alumni, some of whom had gone on to play im- 
portant roles in international environmental 
conferences and organizations. Other alumni 
have also continued their early exposure to en- 
vironmental work, as scientists, scholars, 
lawyers and local leaders. 

Clearly, the environment for them was not just 
an excuse to win a competition or gain some 
recognition, but a lifetime commitment, a cause 
they have decided to pursue beyond the immedi- 
ate rewards, And thank goodness, because the 
abysmal state of the environment and the 
threats to it have grown beyond the ability of a 
single entity, or even government, to address. 

Congratulations, then, to all 13 finalists, 
most of whom were students of colleges and 
universities outside of Metro Manila, especially 
the four who made the grade for the Germany 
trip: Clarisse Quimio, Jan Dacumos, Ramon 
Lorenzo Guinto and Francis Richard Villar. 
NATURE, trees in particular, emerged as the theme 
ofthe joint exhibit of painter Del García and sculp- 
tor/carver Benny Pagayon. With the double title 
“Honest Expressions/Emerging Imagery" the ex- 
hibit, which runs until Oct. 13 at Le Soufflé in The 
Fort, celebrated nature—its imagery, beauty and 
the message it holds for all who behold it. 

My husband and I took particular joy and pride in 
being present at the exhibit opening as Del and his 
wife Becky have been our friends for many years, 
Del was with Pie atthe Artand Audio-Visual Section 
of the Corporate Affairs Office of San Miguel Corp., 
and upon leaving the corporate setting returned to 


Russia and the Kosovo 


TBILISI-LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP IS AS SOUND 
a principle in foreign policy as it is in life. But 
again, the Bush administration is preparing to leap 
into the unknown. Even though lack of foresight is 
universally viewed as a leading cause of its Iraq de- 
bacle, the United States (with probable British 
backing) is now preparing to recognize Kosovo's 
independence unilaterally. 

Kosovo has been administered since 1999 by a 
United Nations mission, although it remains formally 
a part of Serbia. But, with Kosovo's ethnic Albanian 
majority demanding its own state, and with Russia 
refusing to recognize UN mediator Martti Ahtiszaris 
plan for conditional independence, the United States 
is preparing to go it alone, Albania or a separate 
state), the United States plans to act without the UN's 
blessing, arguing that only an independent Kosovo 
will bring stability to the Western Balkans. 

‘That argument is debatable—and the record of 
the Kosovar government suggests that it is wrong. 
But the US position is unambiguously misguided 
in not foreseeing that the "Kosovo precedent" will 
incite instability---and, potentially, even violence 
elsewhere 

Why the rush te give Kosovo independence? 
Many serious disputes have gone unresolved for 
decades. The Kashmir question has lingered since 
1947, the Turkish occupation of Northern Cyprus 
since 1974 and Israel's occupation of the West Bank 
since 1967. Yet no one is suggesting that unilateral 
solutions be imposed in these potential flashpoints. 

Nevertheless, the United States and most Euro- 
pean Union members argue that Kosovo's situation 
issui generis and will set no legally binding interna- 
tional precedent. But Russia sees things very differ- 
ently. Indeed, it may seek to use this precedent to re- 
establish its authority over the nations and territo- 
ries that were once part of the Soviet Union. 

Spain and Cyprus, faced with secessionist- 
minded regions, are worried by any possible 
precedent. Romania fears the fallout from Koso- 
хоз unilaterally gaining independence on neigh- 
boring Moldova- Russia may unilaterally recog- 
nize the breakaway Moldavan territory of Trans 
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dnistria, which Russian troops and criminal 
gangs have been propping up for 16 years. 

‘Ukraine—the great prize in Russia's bid to recap- 
ture its former sphere of influence—is also deeply 
anxious. It fears Russia will encourage separatist 
tendencies in Crimea where the ethnic Russian pop- 
ulation forms a majority (Crimea was ceded to 
Ukraine by Nikita Khrushchev only in 1954). Russia 
may decide to abuse the Kosovo precedent further 
to divide Ukraine's population—berween Russian 
speakers and Ukrainian speakers. 

But the biggest risks posed by a unilateral recog- 
nition of Kosovo's independence are in the South 
Caucasus, a region that abuts the tinderbox of to- 
day's Middle East. Here, there is a real danger that 
Russia may recognize breakaway regions—and 
back them more strongly than it does now. 

Even before Vladimir Putin became Russia's pres- 
ident, the Kremlin was making mischief in Georgia, 
issuing Russian passports to citizens of Abkhazia 
(the largest breakaway region) and pouring money 
into its economy. Russia's supposed "peacekeeping 
troops" in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, Georgia's 
other secession-minded region, have infact protect- 
ed their rebel governments. Russia has also been 
enforcing a complete trade embargo on Georgia in 
the hope of weakening the resolve ofits pro-West- 
em president, Mikhail Saakashvili. 

Should Russia recognize Abkhazia's indepen- 
dence, Saakashvili might be tempted to respond 
militarily to prevent his country from unraveling. 
Renewed conflict in Abkhazia would not only 
bring the risk of open warfare with Russia, but 
strain relations with Armenia, as there are 
around 50,000 Armenians in Abkhazia whe sup 


what he calls his “first love,” painting. 

Indeed, many of the pieces on exhibit looked fa- 
miliar, and we recognized them as scenes we 
glimpse in the as yet untamed garden of our home 
in Alfonso, Cavite near Tagaytay. We got quite a kick 
spotting the trees in our lot, as well as the landscape 
of adjacent lots. Clearly, Del was doing more than 
Just taking in the cool air during his many visits 
throughout the phases of the house's construction. 

Del calls his painterly expressions "honest" be- 

cause, like the Impressionists he emulates, he be- 
lieves in "capturing reality and depicting what 
(one) sees at a given moment." It’s no small ac- 
complishment to take such everyday items like 
trees, branches, roots, and even seascapes and 
tum them into images that delight and leave dis- 
tinct impressions. 
1 MADEa faux pas when I first spotted Benny's 
pieces, asking if they were sculptural pieces or 
found objects. It turns out they're both. To ful- 
ly appreciate the artist's work, though, one 
needs to pick up the tree roots, branches or 
bark and examine them carefully. For on these 
wood pieces are carved images that Benny 
alone discerned, enhanced by strokes of a 
knife or whatever tool he had in band, includ- 
ing a screwdriver, 

Benny found his calling when, handling 
some driftwood and pieces of dead uprooted 
trees, he "saw" images in the whorls and 
knots, rings and patterns and decided to out- 
line them, adding features like eyes, feathers 
or limbs when necessary. 

To experience Benny's artworks, then, is to 
engage in an intimate, almost archeological, 
viewing. Holding the pieces up close, one 
needs to search for the images "emerging" 
from the surrounding wood, an experience full 
of surprise and discovery, and sometimes, 
even the thrill of exploration, 

He may be working with “dead” wood, but 
Benny proves that with the mind’s eye fully 
opened to possibilities, itis possible to give new 
life even to pieces we would otherwise discard 
and dismiss as mere junk, waste material. 
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port the breakaway government. 

‘Another riskin the South Caucasus is that Rus- 
sia (with Armenian support) may recognize 
Nagorno-Karabakh's зе proclaimed. indepen- 
dence from Azerbaijan. Nagorno-Karabakh, his- 
torically Armenian, endured a bloody secession: 
ist war berween 1988 and 1994, with 30,000 
killed and 14 percent of Azerbaijan's territory oc- 
cupied by Russian-backed Armenian forces. 

Since then, oil has fueled an Azeri military 
buildup. So the government in Baku is far {nore 
prepared to respond to renewed warfare than it 
was in the 1990s. Moreover, it has neighboring 
Turkey on its side. Turkey is already enforcing a 
punitive economic embargo on Armenia, includ- 
ing closure of its border. 

Military projections by the United States have re- 
peatedly suggested that Azerbaijan would lose such 
a batle, even with newly purchased equipment and 
“Turkish military support. Armenian forces are well 
dug in and have received a significant boost from 
Russia's diversion of heavy weaponry from some re- 
cently closed Georgian military bases, 

Iran also must be factored into this equation, as it 
is becoming a strategic investor by building an oil 
refinery just across its border in Armenia, partly as a 
security measure in case of a US attack and partly to 
relieve its petrol shortages. Moreover Iran remains 
eager to contain Azerbaijani revanchist claims over 
the large Azeri minority in northern Iran. 

The conflicts in Transdnistria and the South 
Caucasus are usually called "frozen conflicts," be- 
cause not much has happened since they began in 
the early 1990s. Any unilateral move to give 
Kosovo its independence is likely to "unfreeze" 
them—fast and bloodily And such potenti 
bloodshed on Russia's border may give Vladimir 
Putin the pretext he may desire to extend his rule 
beyond its constitutionally mandated end next 
March. Project Syndicate 


Charles Tannock is a member of the European Par- 
liament, where he is spokesman on foreign affairs 
for the British Conservative Party. 
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THE ABC'S OF ZTE ARE NOW COMMON COFFEE-SHOP 
conversation. But the ZTE contract is not the only multibil 
lion-peso government initiative under the media spotlight. 
Last Monday, Education Secretary Jesli Lapus defended the 
P26.4:billion Cyber Education Project (СЕР) of the Depart- 
ment of Education, 

Using satellites, the CEP will beam educational services to 
90 percent of public 
elementary and sec- 
ondary ^ schools 
throughout — the 
country or 37,794 
schools, | linking 
them to a nation- 
wide network, The 
satellite network will 
provide 12 video 
channels, wireless 
wide area networking, local area networking and wireless 
Internet connection. It will be financed through a P22.77-bil- 
lion loan from China, amounting to 86 percent of the project. 
‘The remaining P3,71 billion, or 14 percent, will be financed 
by the Philippine government. 

Lapus claimed that all fears over the CEP project are die 
to controversies surrounding the 5329-million national 
broadband network deal of the Philippine government and 
the Chinese government-owned ZTE Corp. Lapus said the 
CEP had not been finalized. $ 

The CEP is different, has nothing to do with the ZTE, he 
said, The only similarity is that the deal is similar to the ZTE 
package, and that 125 being brokered with China. On Tues- 
day, Trade Secretary Peter Favila said that he doesn't undet- 
stand the uproar over both the NBN and CEP deals. After all, 
"no contract" existed. 

Favila called the signed agreement between China and the 
Philippines a Memorandum of Understanding. “Memoranduth 
of understanding, or misunderstanding, it depends on how you 
look at it. Meaning, with the Chinese and other nationalities, 
you can lose things in translation,” the charming secretary evan 
tried his hand at humor. "So my joke there is either an MOU or p 
MOMU,” he said, meaning "ghost" in Filipino. 

The contract, or memorandum of agreement, or memo- 
randum of understanding, or whatever Favila and Sergio 
Apostol, President Macapagal-Arroyo's legal adviser, would 
have it called, did pull a Casper on April 21. Coples of the 
$329-million ZTE and $460-million CEP contracts were re- 
portedly stolen in Boao, China, the day they were signed. 

"Somebody has stolen it (ll) two copies," said Apostol. 
"So there's no contract. We don't know what kind of contract. 
itis." The deal, he said, did not pass through Malacahang be 
cause it was lost, 

“The public, naturally, only has his word for it, and there ір 
no Jose "Јову" de Venecia Ш to point fingers and claim 
bribery, corruption and overpricing. The gentlemen defend- 
ing the CEP appear to believe that for as long as no contract 
"exists," CEP is a non-issue. 

Let us assume, for arguments sake, that the entire deal, as 
Secretary Lapus claimed, is above board and legal. Let us as- 
sume that there is no contract yet. And let us assume, al- 
though it flies in the face of current realities, that the gentler 
men involved are men of unimpeachable character, and 1 
all they care about, in their heart of hearts, are the best inter- 
ests of the Filipino people. The question that must be asked is 
the same question that Sen, Mar Roxas asked of the ZTE 
deal. Is the Cyber Education Project necessary? 

That education must be dealt with, and immediately, ip 
not the debate. The CEP cannot be equated to education, it i 
а possible solution, and as such must respond to existing 
problems. 

Let us concede that the problem exists. A Trends in inter. 
national Mathematics and Science study ranks Filipino stu- 
dents at 41st in a field of 45 in Science, and 42nd in Math. A 
recent Unesco report ranked the Philippines 74th in terms of 
the Education Development Index, far below Mongolia, Viet- 
nam, Indonesia and China. Both the National Elementary 
Achievement Test and National Secondary Achievement Test 
demonstrate how students could correctly answer less than 
SO percent of exam questions. 

Fifteen years ago, a congressional commission identified 
the need to stress basic public education, because it was the 
only formal schooling the majority of Filipinos were able 66 
get. As of this year, there is a shortage of some 41,000 class: 
rooms, requiring roughly P16 billion. That does not include 
the salaries of teachers; neither does it include the necessary 
teacher training in a country where even teachers admit they 
feel they are unable to teach basic English to students. At the 
moment, the student-teacher ratio is the worst in the region. 
The Philippines has an average class size of 43.9 students in 
public elementary schools, and 56.1 in public high schools, 

‘The CEP proposes to deliver education through the so; 
phisticated mechanisms of satellites, television and comput, 
ers to Filipino classrooms. Without the classrooms, without 
the teachers, without the electric sockets to plug in the tho 
sands of computers and televisions that have to be bought on 
taxpayers’ money, the CEP proposal appears to be crafted for 
an entirely different country. 

At the moment, 51 percent of Filipinos have had only ele; 
mentary education. Only 14.3 percent of rural poor Filipinos 
‘graduate from high school or have higher educational attain: 
ment, Even with multilateral and bilateral institutions pouring 
in millions into textbook development, stories of defective and 
substandard textbooks have made it into the news. It is patently 
obvious that reforms are necessary in many areas of public edu: 
cation--and investment in satellite technology is not only ur: 
suited to the problem, it will be done at the expense of thou- 
sands of students possibly going to new classrooms. Not tó 
mention the effectiveness of the program-—how can computers 
and televisions be effective teachers to a class of 50, especially | 
real teachers are either unable or not present to apply television 
lessons to the individual difficulties of students? 

Let us assume that the current administration sincerely 
wants to fulfill its constitutional duty to provide quality educa- 
tion. Let us assume that this deal, proposal, contract, memoran- 
dum, or whatever they want to call it, is not just another avenue 
for corruption. Let us assume a revolutionary new concept: that 
this government is in service of the Filipino. Granting all these 
assumptions, given the situation, it appears that the men who 
pur together the CEP are, scientifically speaking, idiots. 

‘And these are the men who will decide on the education of 
the next generation of Filipinos. 
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Erratum 


‘The second sentence of the first paragraph in Randy 
David's Sept. 22 column titled "Martial law revisited" 
originally read: “Proclamation 1081 ushered ..” After 
scanning Google, the Opinion desk replaced “Procla- 
mation" with “Presidential Decree." 

“ГА common mistake, Proclamation 1081 was the 
source and mother of all PDs, It wasn't itself a presiden- 
tial decree. In fact, PD 1 was the reorganization of the 
whole government following the promulgation of 
Proclamation 1081. We can't allow Google to replace 
memory,” says Professor David. Point well taken. Our 
apologies.--Ed, 
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its lowest level since satellite monitoring began 30 years 

ago. Arctic sea ice has lost more than 1.2 million square 
kilometers, or the size of South Africa, over the past two years, 
according to the US National Snow and Ice Data Center. 

The retreating ice is believed to be caused by the war- 
ming of the planet due to greenhouse gas emissions from 
human activity. 

The rapid melting of ice threatens the livelihood of people 
and wildlife such as polar bears. Some four million people, 
including 150,000 Inuit, live in the Arctic Circle. 

But the melting ice could open opportunities, including a 
shortcut for commercial ships between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific Oceans. Already, some ships have breezed through the 
5,100-km Northwest Passage in weeks instead of years, ac- 
cording to a report in the Wall Street Journal. 

A thawing Arctic, however, may increase tension among 
five countries (Russia, the United States, Canada, Denmark 
and Norway), which have competing claims to the North Pole. 
A quarter of the world's undiscovered oil and gas resources lie 
in the Arctic, according to ће US Geological Survey. 


I CE COVER IN THE ARCTIC OCEAN HAS RECEDED TO 


By Jamey Keaten 


lowest level on record, new satellite images 


poss ICE HAS SHRUNK TO THE 


show, raising the possibility that the Northwest 
Passage that eluded famous explorers will become an 


open shipping lane. 

‘The European Space Agency 
(ESA) said nearly 200 satellite. 
photos taken this month showed 
an ice-free passage along northern 
Canada, Alaska and Greenland, 
and ice retreating to із lowest lev- 
el since such images were first tak- 
en in 1978. 

The waters are exposing un- 
explored resources, and vessels 
could trim thousands of kilome- 
ters off the sea journey from Eu- 
rope to Asia by bypassing the 
Panama Canal. 


Summer window 

‘The seasonal ebb and flow of 
ice levels has already opened up 
aslim summer window in which 
some ships can pass through. 

Leif Toudal Pedersen of the 
Danish National Space Center 
said that Arctic ice had shrunk to 
some 3 million square kilometers, 
or 1.16 million square miles. The 
previous low was 4 million square 
kilometers, or 1.54 million square 
miles, in 2005, 

"The strong reducton in just 
one year certainly raises flags that 
the ice (in summer) may disap- 
pear much sooner than expected," 
Pedersen said in an ESA statement 
posted on its website on Sept. 14. 


Extreme drop 

On average, the ice retreated by 
about 100,000 square kilome- 
ters—38,610 square miles 
per year over the last decade, "so a 
drop of 1 million square kilometers 
(390,000 square miles) in just one 
year is extreme,” Pedersen said. 

Pedersen said the extreme re- 
treat this year suggested the pas- 
sage could fully open sooner 
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than expected—but ESA did not 
say when that might be. 

AUN panel on climate change 
has predicted that polar regions 
could be virtually free of ice by 
the summer of 2070 because of 
rising temperatures and sea ice 
decline, ESA noted. 


Race for oil 

Russia, Norway Denmark, 
Canada and the United States are 
among countries in a race to se- 
cure rights to the Arctic that heat- 
ed up last month when Russia sent 
two small submarines to plant its 
national flag under the North Pole, 

A US study has suggested as 
much as 25 percent of the 
world’s undiscovered oil and gas 
could be hiddenin the area. 

Environmentalists fear і 
creased maritime traffic and ef- 
forts to tap natural resources in 
the area could one day lead to oil 
spills and harm regional wildlife. 


Symbolic 

Until now, the passage has 
been expected to remain closed 
even during reduced ice cover 
by multiyear ice pack—sea ice 
that remains through ome or 
more summers, ESA said. 

Researcher Claes Ragner of 
Norway's Fridtjof Nansen Institute, 
which works on Arctic environ- 
mental and political issues, said 
that, for the time being, the new 
opening has only symbolic mean- 
ing for the future of sea transport. 

“Routes between Scandinavia 
and Japan could be almost halved, 
and a stable and reliable route 
would mean a lot to certain re- 

е said by phone. But even 
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THE NORTHWEST Passage, tho 
dreamed-ol-yet historically impassable 
maritime shortcut between Europe and 
Asia, has now fully opened up due to 
record shrinkage of Arctic sea co. Tho. 
European Space Agency released a 
"поза of images, taken early September 
by a radar aboard ls Envirsat satelite, 
which showed that ico retreat In the 
Arctic had reached record levels since 
satelite monitoring began in 1978. The 
‘most direct route of the Northwest 
Passage is Indl cated by tho yellow 
ling and the direct roule of the 
Northeast Passage, which 

is partially blocked, 

is Indicated by 

the blue line. 
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Route could vastly trim shipping distance 


Experts believe global warming has melted Arctic ice, allowing the opening 
of the Northwest Passage sooner than expected. It could trim thousands of 
kilometers of shipping from Europe to Asia compared with the current route 
through the Panama Canal. 
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The 80-km long canal is a major 
ship passageway that traverses 
the isthmus of Panama In Central 
America and connects the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. More than 
80,000 people were involved In 
the construction of the canal, one 
of the biggest engineering efforts 
in history. Itis estimated that 
‘more than 30,000 lives were lost 
(mostly from H-Faver and 
malaria) in the process. 

Officially opened in August 
1914, construction of tho canal 
first began in 1880 and was 
‘overseen by a private French firm. 
However, after struggling with 
finances and technology, the 
French abandoned the effort and. 
sold their rights and equipment to 
the United States, which continued 
the construction in tho early 19005 
until the canal was finally opened 
about a decade later with the tran- 
sit of the SSAncon. 

Today, tho Panama Canal re- 
mains to Без key passageway for 
International shipping. А ship 
traveling trom New York to San 
Francisco can save more than 
12480 km using the Panama 
Canal instead of going around 
South America. The average time 
spent in transit from port to port 
15 approximately 8 to 10 hours. 


Suez Canal 


‘The 160-km long Suez Canal runs 
across the Isthmus of Suez in 
northeastern Egypt. The canal 
connects the Mediterranean Sea 
and the Red Sea, and Is used 
extensively today as tho fastest 
way to cross from the Atlantic 
ocean to the Indian ocean. 

Construction effort for the 
‘Suez Canal began in April 1859. 
The canal, which was built by 
Frenchman Ferdinand de Lesseps, 
was opened to traffic a decade 
later, in November 1869, through 
the efforts of thousands of 
Egyptian laborers. Itis estimated 
that more than 100,00 workers 
died while bullding the canal. 

In the Philippines, the opening 
of the Suez Canal contributed to 
the rise of the ilustrado class, as 
the canal cut travel time to Spain 
and more Filipinos, including 
natlonal hero Dr. Jose Rizal, 
Were able to travel to Europe for 
education. 

The opening of the canal also 
facilitated the flow of "modern. 
Ideas of liberty” into the country. 

Today, around 7.5 percent of the 
world's sea trade s carried via the 
‘canal. In 2005, over 18,000 
vessels passed through the Suez, 


Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 


Source: National Oceanic and Athmosperic Adminstration; ESR! 


if the passage is opening up and 
polar ice continues to melt, it will 
take years for such routes to be 
regular he said. 

"It won't be ice-free all year 
around and it won't be a stable 
route all year,” Ragner said. “The 


greatest wish for sea transportation. 
is streamlined and stable routes." 
“Shorter transport routes means 
less pollution if you can ship prod- 
ucts from A to B on the shortest 
route,” he said, "but the fact that 
the polar ice is melting away is not 
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good for the world in that we're 
losing the Arctic and the animal 
life there.” 

The opening observed this 
month was not the most direct wa- 
terway, ESA said. That would be 
through northem Canada along 
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the coast of Siberia, which remains 
partially blocked. 


(Jamey Keaten is an Associated 
Press writer. Louise Nordstrom in 
Stockholm, Sweden, contributed 
tothis report.) 
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dered the suspension of the 
P26.4-billion Cyber Education 
Project, which, like the scan- 
dal-ridden ZTE deal, was also 
allegedly overpriced. 

He and Devanadera said the 
suspensions were made be- 
cause of the controversy sur- 
rounding the ZTE deal. 


Mendoza recommended it 

Ina statement, Mendoza said 
he had recommended the sus- 
pension of the deal with ZTE to 
Ms Arroyo. 

He said he was prompted to 
make the recommendation in 
light of “persistent information" 
received by the Department of 
Transportation and Communi- 
cations that the controversy 
surrounding the deal would be 
"exploited by enemies of the 
state" to "destabilize" the Ar- 
royo administration. 

(Also yesterday, Speaker 
Jose de Venecia claims that it 
'was he who had been asking 
the President to shelve the 
NBN deal. Story on Page A4.) 

In an interview, Mendoza 
said it was DOTC practice to 
Conduct risk assessments to 
protect vital transportation and 
Communication facilities such 
as airports, seaports and com- 
munication towers. 

“Weare prepared,” he said. 

Mendoza stressed that his 
recommendation did not mean 
he had changed his position 
that the project would “benefit 
our people and aid the govern- 
тепе efforts to push our social 
and economic development." 

“I am happy that the Presi- 
dent has considered my recom- 
mendation, which I made in the 
interest of our people,” he said. 

This was apparently un- 
known to Favila. 


It was President's decision 
Asked at the press conference 
if Mendoza had agreed with the 
suspension, Favila said: "The 
President made the decision, 
and when the President makes 
the decision, no ifs, no buts.” 


School rises from the ashes of Pinatubo à £ 


From page Al 


mained for months. Classes shut 
down most days. 

Riots between fraternities and 
gangs were not unusual Drug 
pushers and dealers lurked. 

Because teachers were often 
nowhere to be found, the quality of 
education deteriorated. 

“Morale was low. Most students 
could not read or could not compre- 
hend what they were reading," says 
Macaspac. 


Lighting a candle 

Happily, all those things are now 
distant memories. 

In the five years since she took 
the helm, Macaspac has worked 
miracles at the school that has be- 
come pretty much like the Sphinx 
risen from the ashes. 

Instead of cursing the darkness, 
Macaspac lit a candle. 

She had been aware of all the bad 
things happening at PHS. She had 
been a teacher there for nine years. 
She had left to become regional to 
supervisor in the Department of Ed- 
cation (DepEd). 

“ saw a lot of schools and began 
to realize how disheartening the 
state of our own school was at the 
time," she says. 

Upon the retirement of the prin- 
cipal, she applied for the post, got it 
and set out to do what she thought 
was best under the circumstances. 


Funding problem 

PHS, which was established in 
1908, boasts of having produced 
some of the nation's leading lights 
like President Diosdado Macapagal 
and Supreme Court Justice Jose 
Gutierrez David, before it fell on 
bad times as the country's educa- 
tion system deteriorated during the 
martial law years under the dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos. 

A major problem was funding—a 
recurring lament blamed for the 
general breakdown of the past 
three decades. 

From the DepEd, Macaspac could 
only get a P5 million annual outlay 
for maintenance and operating ex- 
penses—barely enough to pay elec- 
tric and water bills, among many 
other things. 

She figured that if she could 
show conerete improvements, take 
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To the question of why it was 
he who made the announce- 
ment, he said he was handling 
the issue at the "ministerial lev- 
el” with China. 

Invoking “executive privi 
lege,” Favila refused to say 
when the President decided to 
suspend the project.” 


Friday-night decision 

But Sergio Apostol, the Presi- 
dents chief legal adviser, told the 
Inquirer on the phone that Ms 
Arroyo made the decision on Fri- 
day night and told Favila to relay 
itto the public the following day. 

Asked if the President's move 
would defuse the politically 
charged atmosphere, Apostol 
said: “All's well that ends well.” 

He said it would “temper all 
sides--Malacafiang, De Venecia 
and the Senate.” 

Asked further if the suspen- 
sion was a prelude to the cancel- 
lation of the deal, Apostol said: 
“Thats just temporary. Suppose 
the Supreme Court will rule that 
its valid? It will be implement- 
ed. So we will wait for the 
Supreme Court's decision." 


Favila is ‘Chinaman’ 

Favila—who had described 
himself as the “Chinaman” re- 
sponsible for taking care of the 
Philippines’ diplomatic and eco- 
nomic relations with the world's 
fastest growing economy—was 
at a loss when asked whether 
the ZTE project would be re- 
Vived or eventually canceled. 

Asked what the ultimate fate 
of the project would be, he 
threw his hands up in the air 
and said: "I don't know how to 
further define what the word 
'suspension' means to you." 

Asked the same question, De- 
vanadera said: “It's up to the 
President." 

But according to a source in 
Malacaftang, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because he 
lacked authority, the ZTE deal was 
effectively cancelled because it 
had become “too hot to handle.” 


Deemed a wise move 
Apostol said Ms Arroyo had 
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GMA suspends $329-M NBN deal indefinitely 


IN A STATEMENT ISSUED 
last night, China’s ZTE Corp 
said: 

“ZTE is utterly disappoint- 
ed with the press statement 
of Secretary Peter Favila that 
the Philippine government 
will suspend the NBN project 
pending investigation. 

"Nonetheless, ZTE would 
like to make clear that it wel- 
comes any fair investigation 


ZTE ‘utterly disappointed" 


ofthe NBN project and all the 
proposals that were submit- 
ted for it. 

"ZTE is confident that the 
investigation will eventually 
clear its good name and reveal 
that ZTE's proposal is, in fact, 
superior and the most cost-ef- 
ficient as well as the most ad- 
vantageous to the Philippine 
government and, most impor- 
tantly, to the Filipino people.” 


deemed it wise to suspend the 
project. 

"There isa pending case in the 
Supreme Court, an Ombudsman. 
case versus Mendoza, legislative 

‘and even a congressional in- 
vestigation. [The suspension] 
will allow investigations to pro- 
ceed, so that whatever will be 
the outcome, the executive will 
follow,” he 

Apostol said the President 
could suspend the project. In 
the first place, he said, "the con 
tract is not ready for implemen- 
tation because there's no loan 
agreement: so there's no execu- 
tive agreement yet." 


Mendoza will follow order 

He also said Mendoza would 
"follow the order." 

“In fact,” Apostol said, “һе 
was the one saying that there is 
no executive agreement yet be- 
cause there is no loan agree- 
ment.” 

Apostol said Malacafiang was 
not worried that the suspension 
of the deal would damage rela- 
tions with China 

“No naman. China also 
knows that the contract can't be 
implemented [because there's 
no] executive agreement and 
because of the failure of the 
loan agreement," he said. 

Ina text message, Presidential 
Management Staff chief Cerge 
Remonde that on Ms Ar- 
royo's instruction, Favila had 
conveyed to Chinese Trade Min- 
ister Bo Xilai “the government's 
desire to suspend the implemen- 


tation of the broadband deal.” 

According to Remonde, Bo 
“said his government under- 
stands and respects the decision 
of President Arroyo and will 
continue to support her and her 
programs.” 


China ‘understands’ 

Tavila himself said that while 
the project, to be financed by a 
$400-million loan from the China 
Export-Import Bank, was deemed 
of “strategic importance” to 
RP-China relations, the Chinese 
officials understood Ms Arroyos 
decision and agreed with it. 

He said the suspension would 
not sour relations with China. 

With the Inquirer ала 
ABS-CBN reporters the first to 
catch him at the hotel lobby, Fav- 
ila asked for a few minutes be- 
fore making his announcement, 
saying he was still waiting for 
“one last call from Beijing." 

He said he was able to get 
hold of a Chinese official who 
relayed Ms Arroyo's decision to 
Bo. But he said he received reas- 
suring words from Chinese offi- 
cials on Friday night. 

Asked what assurance he 
gave to the Chinese officials, 
Favila said: “An assurance ar- 
rived at by Mr. Bo Xilai and I to 
further strengthen our bilateral 
relations. 

“Thad to do a lot of back-chan- 
neling quietly. Last night 1 re- 
ceived information from Beijing. 
authorities that they will [give] 
continuing support and belief in 
President Arroyo. They would 


like to continue helping her gov- 
ernment. They have acceded to, 
ог agreed to, our calls for a sus- 
pension of this project." 


Notas simple as that 

Asked why the project was 
mot just cancelled altogether, 
Favila said: "It's not as simple as 
canceling something viewed as 
strategically important to our 
bilateral relations. Here is the 
Ghinese government which had 
offered to help the President... 
They believe in the leadership 
of the President... They are the 
ones helping us, but we created 
our own problem here.” 

Favila chided the people who 
had “made trouble” for the NBN 
project. 

He added: "The Chinese gov- 
ernment has given this project а 
high consideration.. This has 
been strategically important in 
our bilateral relations with China. 
Tn spite of this, [because of] the 
complaints, attacks, criticisms and. 
controversies accompanying this 
broadband project, it was not as 
simple asa lot of people think itis. 

“We probably need more time 
to [explain] the processes. In 
spite of all explanations, many 
sectors still need clarification, 
and I think itis the best thing to 
do, and the President gave me 
the instruction to suspend it.” 

Devanadera said the suspen- 
sion was prompted by the 
"many commentaries from dif- 
ferent sectors.” 

She said that after reviewing 
the processes that had led to the 
awarding of the contract to ZTE, 
her office found that “the pro- 
cesses undertaken by Secretary 
Mendoza are... aboveboard.” 


“No coverup' 

Favila and Devanadera denied 
that the suspension was meant to 
cover up the controversy, or take 
the heat off the President's hus- 
band, or Commission on Elec- 
tions Chair Benjamin Abalos, 
whom Joey de Venecia had ac- 
cused of brokering the deal and 
attempting to bribe him. 
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Abalos has denied the allega- 
tions. 

“I find it funny to even have 
that conclusion,” Favila said, 

Said _ Devanadera “We 
should not say that just because 
the President made the decision. 
to suspend, it is a coverup. It 
cannot be a coverup because we. 
have all the institutions to ven- 
tilate these issues." 

She also said there could be 
no coverup because the allega- 
tions of bribery had been 
brought before the Ombudsman. 
(Rep. Carlos Padilla filed a graft 
case against Mendoza and other 
officials involved in the deal.) 

“As for constitutional officers, 
we have heard this talk that they 
will file an impeachment [case 
against Abalos]," she said. 

Devanadera also said Ms Ar- 
тоуоз decision to suspend the 
ZTE deal had nothing to do with 
the Supreme Court's temporary 
restraining order on it. 

"I would not want to make a 
connection between the Presi- 
dent's decision and the develop- 
‘ments in Congress or the Senate 
or in the Supreme Court. [Ms 
Arroyo] has an appreciation of 
many things affecting this is- 
sue,” Devanadera said. 

She said the case in the high 
court would continue because 
"it has a life of its own.” 


Senate probe 

As for the Senate inquiry, De- 
vanadera expressed her belief that 
there was no more need for it. (See 
related story on Page A1.) 

“Its not our call, it's their 
call," she said. 

But she added: "I don't know, 
because from the discussions [in 
the Senate] lastweek, during the 
seven-hour hearing, everything 
was explained. What more can 
they ask when cverything has 
been answered and explained? 
Its my personal opinion that ev- 
erything has been covered.” 

Said Favila: "I will respect what 
the Senate will do.” With reports 
from Michael Lim Ubac, Norman 
Bordadora and Tony 5. Bergonia 


USA 


responsibility for the projects and 
account for funds, money should be 
no problem. 


Principal as CEO 

In 2001, the Basic Education Act 
was promulgated, decreeing wide- 
ranging reforms that included de- 
centralization and the empower- 
ment of principals in the same fash- 
ion as CEOs of business firms. 

Drawing from this mandate, 
Macaspac set out to rehabilitate her 
school. 

She met with parents, alumni, 
community leaders and local offi- 
cials and outlined a program to 
raise funds to rehabilitate the 
school, 

She also wrote letters, including 
one to President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, who immediately responded 
with а P22-million donation that 
was used to the school 
grounds one meter to prevent 
flooding and to construct a 
drainage system. Through the 
years, Ms Arroyo has contributed a 
total of P33.5 million. 

Cash donations came from busi- 
nessmen, companies, the Chinese- 
Filipino community, the Japan In- 
ternational Cooperation Agency, 
community leaders and politicians, 
along with a large number of sym- 
pathetic alumni in the country and 
abroad, particularly in the United 
States. 


Brigada Eskuela 

Members of Brigada Eskuela—a 
nationwide DepEd initiative to mo: 
bilize parents, teachers and com- 
munity leaders to improve facili- 
ties—helped in repairing buildings 
and cleaning the school. 

Five toilets were constructed, a 
cooperative now runs the canteen 
and a security force keeps away 
drug dealers and troublemakers. 

Macaspac says students are also 
being taught vocational skills so 
they can get jobs if they are unable. 
to proceed to college. 

There are two computer labora- 
tories with around 50 PCs where 
students are allowed to surf the "Мес 
and also learn computer repair 
There's an automotive shop and a 
culinary arts kitchen, a beauty sa- 
lon. Basic agriculture and tilapia 
culture are also taught. 

Teacher training is a priority. At- 


tendance at workshops and semi- 
nars is a must for Macaspac's facul- 
у 


Academic proficiency 

Macaspac has begun to raise the 
students’ academic proficiency. She 
says that in last years National 
Achievement Tests, her students’ 
mean score was 47.58 percent, an 
improvement over the previous 
year's 36.4 percent. Her target is 75. 
percent by 2010. 

Substantial support comes from. 
San Fernando Mayor Oscar Ro- 
driguez, 61, an alumnus who him- 
self has actively espoused the educa- 
tion cause since his election in 2004 
after four terms as a congressman. 

Last year Rodriguez secured a 
P100-million loan from the Land 
Bank of the Philippines to be paid 
out of the Special Education Fund 
(SEF) that allocates 1 percent of re- 
alestate taxes for school expenses. 

With the money, Rodriguez con- 
structed two-story school buildings 
in 33 of the 35 barangays in San 
Fernando. 

He is also providing scholarship 
grants to 9,000 needy stu- 
dents—P4,000 іп food and trans- 
port allowances—to arrest the high 
dropout rate of students who used to 
attend classes on an empty stomach, 


Spending per student 

Education Secretary Jesli Lapus 
has pointed out that the Philippines 
spends only P6,354 per student, 
compared to the equivalent of 
P47,700 in Thailand, P56,846 in 
Malaysia, P123,200 in the United 
States and P293,440 in Japan, 

The Philippines has a student 
population of around 20 million. 

Lapus, who became education 
secretary a year ago, says that with 
a high birth rate that annually sends 
300,000 new studehts to primary 
school, the annual budget is not 
good for long-term planning, 

This is the main cause of the dis- 
aster in education, academics say, 
one that engulfs Filipinos in a 
poverty trap. 

For the poor of San Fernando, Ro- 
driguez says the only way up 
quality education. 

“We are giving them all the op- 
portunity to rise from the morass. 
The key is a good education,” he 
saws. 
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De La Salle University 


Manila 


Center for Language Learning 


Rm. 1503, Br. Andrew Gonzalez Hall 
2269 Taft Avenue, Malate, Manila 


Course Offerings 


Writing Skills 
Oral Communi 


Reading Comprehension & Voc. Dev't 
Conversalional English 

English Proficiency Business English 

English Pronunciation Technical Writing 

Regular Class Schedule: Monday to Friday 2 hours a дау 15days 


Registration: September 21-27, 2007 October 1-19, 2007 
October 19-25, 2007 November 5-23, 2007 
November 23-28, 2007 December 3-21, 2007 


Saturday Class Offerings 

Seminar on Teaching English as a Foreign/Second Language 

(Methods and Principles of Teaching EFL/ESL) 
Seminar-Workshop on English Conversational Fluency for Office Personnel 
Advanced Conversational English 
Oral Communication 
English Profictency for Filipinos 
Effective Writing for Filipinos 
Business English 


tion for Foreigners 


Classes: 


Basic Languages 


"Mandarin “Japanese “French “Spanish Filipino for Foreigners 


Arrangements can be made for 


“Tutorials “Special Group Class * Saturday Class 
Review classes for: *TOEFL “ТОЕІС *TWE* TSE“ 


For details, please contact: 
De La Salle University-Manila, Center for Language Learning 


“Evening Class 
*IELTS 


"Telephone No: 524-4611 loc. 403 
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ONE OF the paintings of Edwin Jumalon, а 44x4 I-inch oil on canvas titled “Red Highway.” 


By Bendix M. Fernandez 
Contributor 


"It is the pervading law of all things organ- 
icand inorganic... 

That form ever follows function. This is the 
law" 


HE PHRASE IS DISTILLED 
wisdom from the American 
| architectural giant, Louis 
Sullivan, who developed the shape 
of the tall steel skyscraper in late 
19th century. The credo flourished 
under Frank Lloyd Wright, who lat- 
er became one of the world's most 
influential architects. 


It is interesting to find 
this famous dicrum echoed 
and defied in the title of Edwin Jumalon's 
latest art exhibit, “Form Follows Man.” It is 
equally interesting to note that Jumalon is 
an engineer who has supervised building 
projects before and who has decided to de- 
vote all of his time to visual art. 

Opening on Sept. 5 at the Gallery of the 
Peninsula and the Archipelago, under the 
auspices of the Ateneo de Zamboanga Uni- 
versity, the exhibit sheds light on the artist's 
current preoccupations. 

The works, like Jumalon's past forays in- 
to abstraction, reflect the handling of paint 
regardless of any 
conscious motive or 
purpose. The artist 
confirms as much: “I 
had no preconceived 
plans of the ош- 
come, save to paint 
something. Leaning 
solely on inspiration, 
there is the assur- 
ance that everything 
comes into place." 

A lot of notable 
painters іп history 
among them Paul 
Klee, have taken this ts 
approach—that an 
artist cannot plan his 
work but must let it 
grow on its own. Ju- 
malon's works begin exhibit, 
with him relating 
lines, shapes, and colors to each other, 
adding a form that has “behaved properly,” 
putting in shapes that “have been waiting 
inline.” 

Hearing the artist speak about the pro- 
cess, one gets the feeling that these works 
comeinto their own. The ancients spoke ofit 
as “divine madness." Jumalon speaks of it as 
“the laughing freedom of the artist's hand.” 

And what has that hand wrought? 

Most of the paintings show indistinct 
forms enveloped by a mist of color One 
comes to them like a traveler seeing a city 
emerging from the fog. In “Ephemera.” one 
seems to be looking at an achingly familiar 
skyline, the tops of buildings shrouded by a 
blue and violet sky silhouerted by moonlight. 

In three of his works, titled “Stasis 1,” 
“Stasis 2" and “Suspended Disbelief," one is 
peering through an enveloping haze at ten- 
ement buildings where light from the win- 
dows seeps through and hint at the warmth 
beyond. These works are composed of a se- 
ries of overlapping and predominantly blue 
rectangular fields bathed in more somber 
colors. 

In “Gypsy Moon,” the fog is lifted, red 
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ANOTHER painting of Jumalon, a40x40-inch 
oil on canvas titled “Twilight Memories” on 


CONTRAUTEDPHOTOS 


windows shine brightly, and the architec- 
tural shapes grow more distinct. In "The 
City" one even seems to be gazing at order- 
ly city blocks from a bird's eye view: one 
fancies seeing entire roads and drives 
scratched out by that "laughing hand." 

In "Red Highway" and "Pendulum," that 
hand seems to grow bolder and more playful, 
and one is taken out of any recognizable rep- 
resentation entirely and thrust into a world of 
organic forms that bump and clash with one 
another like cancer cells run amok 

All these thoughts are grounded on this 
particular viewer's own struggle to coalesce 
these abstract images into concrete impres- 
sions. The completed artworks remain as 
nonrepresentational works, Jumalon main- 

tains, not intended to sym- 
bolize anything from the 
real world, 

“Much like my previous 
abstract work, they are not intended to prove 
anything, not to search for anything. Who 
said, "I don't seek. I find?” (That would be 
casso, who further teased viewers struggling 
mightily to understand art by saying: Why 
not try to understand the song of a bird?) 

However devoid of any conscious purpose 
the artist might purport his works to be, one 
sees glimmers of what the unconscious might 
intend. Through relating disparate shapes 
and colors, the series seems to compose a co- 
da to Jumalon's past preoccupations with ar- 
chitectural plans and structures. 

The artist might 
not have had any pre- 
conceived notions df 
where this series 
might take him; but 
he certainly recog- 
nizes post-work pat- 
terns and angles his 
conceptual frame- 
work. accordingly. 
Thus, his realization 
of what his works 
may hint at through 
the titles of his paint- 
ings and the exhibit 

Tigh itself. 

About his own 
brush with Frank 
Lloyd Wright's fa- 
mous saying, Ju- 
malon tells this anec- 
dote: 

“I always prefer to make a straight line 
crooked—a perceptual reaction to my fail- 
ing my Drawing 1 subject as a freshman en- 
gineering student. My teacher, a good ar- 
chitect, just did what was to be done: fail 
the student who voluntarily rejects the 
compass and ruler in favor of the more 
whimsical freehand. It was from my archi- 
tect teacher that I first heard of Wright's fa- 
mous dictum ‘Form follows function.’ She 
stressed it to our class like John 3:16." 

“Form Follows Man" is his rejoinder to 
‘Wright, to that instructor, to the dictate which 
states that everything must be predicated on 
its intended purpose. It is anchored on a be- 
lief that art was not meant for any particular 
function—not to teach, not to tell a story, not 
to serve as a mental exercise, not to impart a 
moral—but exists for its own sake. Art that 
should always bend its will to the laughing 
hand ... that does whatever it wills. 


“Form Follows Man” is on exhibit until 
Oct. 3. Gallery hours are from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m Mondays to Fridays, and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. every Saturday. For inquiries, contact 
09274408486 or 09172448877. 
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Baguio Korean schools in hot water 


BAGUIO CITY—SEVERAL KOREAN-RUN SCHOOLS lawsare “not bases for closure.” 

here are in hot water for alleged violations of labor laws jus DL ang sa amin, eh (We 
and for their owners’ failure to comply with require- ply with the requirements),” she 
ments to operate, an official of the Department of Labor it: 


tion that is predominantly Filipino. population should be foreign students,” 
“They should have more Filipino stu- shesaid. Donna Demetillo, Inquirer 


just ensure that these schools com- dents. Not more than a third of the school Northern Luzon 


and Employment in the Cordillera said. 


Ana Dione, DOLE regional direc- 
tor, told a city council session this 
week that of the 55 Korean-run lan- 
guage schools here, only 37 have 
been accredited by the Technical 
Education and Skills Development 
Authority (Tesda). 


Pittance wages 

Dione said her agency has in- 
spected 31 English language 
schools and discovered that seven 
of these were not paying their em- 
ployees properly. 

Dione said these schools pay their 
English teachers only between Р50 
and P55 an hour, lower than the P60 
an hour minimum wage for tutors. 

She said many schools also ask 
their teachers to work beyond the 


standard four hours daily work- 
load. 

Dione said aside from low wages, 
most violations of Korean-run 
schools involved the owners’ failure 
to release the full 13th month pay 
of their employees and non-pay- 
ment of the Social Security System 
and Philippine Health Insurance 
Corp. (PhilHealth) premiums, 
among others. 


Probe 

She said school owners have been 
called to a hearing to discuss the 
problem. The DOLE, she said, has 
conducted three hearings since July. 

Dione, however, clarified that they 
could not order the closure of these 
schools because violations of labor 


She said many of these foreign 
schools use only business permits to 
operate and have not been accredit- 
ed by Tesda. 

Felina Carag, Tesda director for 
Baguio and Benguet, said foreign 
schools are required to register with 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission and get Tesda accreditation. 


Openness 

These schools, Caraga said, 
should also spell out their pro- 
grams, reveal the shares of their for- 
eign partners and submit a copy of 
the curriculum and business per- 
mit, among others. 

Virginia Akiate, a representative 
of the Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation, told the council that foreign 
schools operating in the country 
should also have a student popula- 
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Gentle & Graceful Bowel Movement 


Malaysian execs 
see peace pact 


COTABATO CITY—TWO MALAYSIAN OFFI- 
cials, including the new head of the Intema- 
tional Monitoring Team (IMT), yesterday pre- 
dicted that a final ceasefire agreement could be 
signed between the government and the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front this year 

Malaysian Army Brig. Gen. Yasin bin Mat 
Daud formally replaced Brig. Gen. Ismael 
bin Ahmad Khan as IMT head on Friday. 

"Lam optimistic that a final peace agree- 
ment will be achieved before the year 
ends,” Yasin said. 

Hesaid the atmosphere is now conducive 
for signing a peace deal because the cease- 
fire agreement has been very effective. 

“The time is ripe for both negotiating 
panels to come into a peace agreement with 
finality. Let’s hope and pray,” Yasin said dur- 
ing ceremonies marking his entry to the 
IMT. Charlie C. Sefiase and Jeoffrey 
Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 
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City continues to be flooded with 


A man checks durian unloaded from a delivery truck as Davao 


thestinky but delicious fruit. 


Board votes in favor 
of mayors vs Panlilio 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
The Pampanga Mayors' League 
has won the first round against 
Gov. Eddie Panlilio as the 
provincial board, with a 10-0 
Vote, approved on Friday an o 
dinance that gave mayors big- 
ger regulatory powers over the 
province's — multimillion-peso 
quarry industry. 

Reached by phone from Cebu 
City, Panlilio told the Inquirer he 
would "veto [Ordinance No. 
172] to uphold public interests.” 

“Several provisions violate 
existing laws. It is not totally 
lawful" said Panlilio. “We 
would take this all the way up to 
the court, if necessary.” 

Apart from giving mayors a 
bigger role in the quarry indus- 
try the ordinance increased rev- 
enue shares for towns and vil- 
lages and abolished the provin- 
cial capitol's P150 administra- 
tive fee for every truckload of 
send hauled out of Pampanga. 

Board Members Crisostc 
Garbo, Tarcicio Halili, Catalina 
Bagasina, Ceferino Laus, Arthur 
Salalila, Edna David, Ricardo 
Yabut, Johnny Quiambao, Nelson 
Calara and Nilo Caballa approved 
the ordinance in its full text. 

Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao did 
not vote on account of his being 
the board's presiding officer. He 
said Panlilio has 10 days to act 
on rhe ordinance. 


koo 


Prior to the board's voting, 
the PML submitted a resolution 
expressing “collective support” 
for the ordinance. Dated Sept. 
19, it was signed by mayors of 
seven sand-rich towns and 13 
mayors of towns where there 
are no quarry activities. 

The resolution came 22 days 
after Lubao Mayor Dennis Pine- 
da, PML president, submitted 
the draft of the measure to the 
board on Aug 29. 

Pineda did not give his reac- 
tion to the approval of the ordi- 
nance when asked through PML 
secretary Sticky Blanco. 

The board voted after read- 
ing the position paper of the 
Abak na Balen and Pampanga 
Associations of Non-Govern- 
ment Organizations, which 
asked for more consultations on 
theissue. 

Antonio Ayson, a quarry oper- 
ator, said the board “did not have 
much time consuking with the 
goose,” referring to the quarry in- 
dustry that he called the “goose 
that lays the golden eggs.” 

Quarry collections as of Sept. 
20 have reached P60.22 mil- 
lion, a capitol report showed. 
The amount is more than dou- 
ble the P29.1 million the ad- 
ministration of former Gov. 
Mark Lapid had collected in 
2006. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
Central Luzon 
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Bridge 
collapse 
injures 
10 people 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—A 
concrete bridge in 
Sipalay City, 178.4 
km south of here, 
collapsed Friday, 
causing a truck to 
fall into the river. 

Sipalay City May- 
or Soledad Montilla 
said the truck's 10 
passengers suffered 
bruises. 

Montilla said she 
had been asking the 
national government 
to help repair the 50- 
year-old bridge, 
which connected 
Barangays Gil Mon- 
tilla and Nauhang. 

She said a new 
bridge berween the 
two barangays 
would cost about 
P10 million. Since 
the bridge was de- 
stroyed, Montilla 
said, travel to Baran- 
gay Nauhang would 
be more difficult. 

Before the bridge 
collapsed, only light 
vehicles were al- 
lowed to use it due 
to its fragile state. 

But businessman 
Bing Trecho, who 
had leased the truck 
to deliver cargo to 
Negros Oriental, 
said there was no 
notice placed before 
the bridge that 
trucks were not al- 
lowed to pass 
through the bridge. 

‘Trecho claimed 
that trucks have 
been using the 
bridge. 


NORTH LU2on 
EXPRESSWAY 


TRAFFIC ADVISORY 


By tomorrow, September 24, Monday, 
there will be substantial improvement in traffic 
in the Southbound Valenzuela-Balintawak 
section of the NLEX. 


The on-going roadworks in that section 
will be completed on or before September 28 when 
ALL southbound lanes will be opened to traffic. 


We apologize for all the inconvenience 
the roadworks have caused. As we resume normal 
southbound operations, we assure you of our 
continued delivery of high quality services. 


Thank you for your patience 
and understanding. 


MANILA NORTH 
TOLLWAYS 
CORPORATION 
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Beetles, rooster make reading fun at Inquirer 


A BEETLE, A ROOSTER AND A GIRL WITH behavior, ecology and diversity world experiences,” he said. Scholastic Books, Hands on 
S paso à h of beetles), was joined by Ham Then Moore brought out his Manila, Soroptimist Interna- 
incredible hair were just some of the characters in reading “Mr. Beetle's Many beetle collection, which delight- tional of Eastwood City and 
the audience met yesterday during the tenth IN- Rooms” by Robert Magne ed the children. “Pagkukuwento sa Filipino,” а Digna Aquino of Library Hub in 
% F Moore told his audience, Тһе collection included a Go- storytelling contest in Pasig, has Pasig. 
quıRER Read-Along session. made up of some 70 children Каб beetle, "the biggest beetle been reading since he was 2. The next Inquirer Read-Along 
"The session featured Daniel queens Krystel Ann Dizon (Miss and their parents, that he loved in the world,” he said, adding Alitaptap storyteller Rich Ro- session will be on Oct. 13 at the 
Moore, energy and environ- Philippines-Air), Sarah Katrina to read, especially about шах that he found the insect in Africa driguez read two stories: “Ang Inquirer office in Makati and on 
ment chief of the United States Miñoza (Miss Philippines Fire) “Reading stimulates the mind when he worked for 15 years. Pambihirang Buhok ni Racquel” Oct. 20 at National Bookstore at 
‘Agency for Intemational Devel. and Anna Katrina Bautista (Miss and encourages peopletogoex- Рог something completely by Dr Luis Gatmaitan and “Billy Shangri-La Mall in Mandaluy- 
opment (USAID), Ms Philip. Philippines-Eco-Tourism), led plore things in life. You get alot different, Zuñiga, a student at Goats Gruff” ong. Interested participants may 
pines-Earth 2007 Jeanne Harn, the audience in a song and о ideas from reading, but at the the Bagong Ilog Elementary The children were given free contact Ellen Caparros or Girlie 
7-year-old Mar Deo Cxelci Zufii- dance number about taking care end of the day, you cannot stay School in Pasig, donned a red copies of the comic book, "Hari Refran at 897-8808, local 329. 
ga and returning Alitaptap sto- ofthe environment. with your nose stuck in the and black rooster costume ng Kalsada.” Slots are on a first-come, first- 
ryteller Rich Rodriguez. Moore, a coleopterist (some. book. You have to take what and instead of reading—start- Sponsors of yesterday's ses- served basis. Schatzi Quodala, 
Harn, together with beauty one who studies the life cycles, you read and apply it to real ed “acting out” Rebecca sion were Krispy Kreme, Inquirer Research 
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Leading Wirejeós services Ра Comminicsdons, Inc. (SMART) and ` 
its most prerhinm brand, SMART Infinity, recently unveiled the Infinity Privilege 
Card ав a special treat for all subscribers of the exclusive postpaid brand. 


The Infinity Privilege Card is positioned to provide perks to affluent individuals 

who, awash with cash and with plenty of plastic, have become blast with the usual 

privileges that come with every other card of such kind, and have begun looking” 
for that one card that provides exceptional experience unmatched by any other. С 


With this particular.selection of clients in mind, SMART Infinity has partnered 
with unique fine dining restaurants, the most exclusive hotels and resorts Judith Dayrit and Jos] ите Vile Rest ol Master 
in the prime tourist. spots in the country, and specialty luxury stores to... 59" Е Pirana mO CA 
offer its subscribers exceptionally generous perks, only through 
the Infinity Privilege Card. == 


“With the unveiling of the Infinity Privilege Card, we raise the bar higher in terms 
of providing first-class perks to our valued customers,” said Danilo Mojica, head 
of SMART's Wireless Consumer Division. “This demonstrates our commitment to, 
maintain reward and value programs that meet our customers? needs and tastes.” 


То complement the Infinity Privilege Card, SMART partnered with 
Banco de Oro (BDO), one of the leading full-service banks in the Philippines, 
= 10 offer exclusively to SMART Infinity subscribers the new. 

SMART Infinity-BDO Platinum MasterCard®. 


The exclusive Platinum Card program empowers SMART Infinity subscribers with 
a financial tool that matches their needs and lifestyles. It represents the fusion of | 
the best offered by SMART, BDO, and MasterCard - all leaders ' 
5 in their respective fields. | 
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Beetles, rooster make reading fun at Inquirer 


A BEETLE, A ROOSTER AND A GIRL WITH 
incredible hair were just some of the characters 
the audience met yesterday during the tenth IN- 
QUIRER Read-Along session. 


The session featured Daniel 
Moore, energy and environ- 
ment chief of the United States 
Agency for International Devel- 
opment (USAID), Ms Phili 
pines-Earth 2007 Jeanne Harn, 
7-year-old Mar Deo Cxelci Zuñi- 
ga and returning Alitaptap sto- 
ryteller Rich Rodriguez. 

Harn, together with beauty 


queens Krystel Ann Dizon (Miss 
Philippines-Air), Sarah Katrina 
Mifioza (Miss Philippines-Fire) 
and Anna Katrina Bautista (Miss 
Philippines-Eco-Tourism), led 
the audience in a song and 
dance number about taking care 
ofthe environment. 

Moore, a coleopterist (some- 
one who studies the life cycles, 


behavior, ecology and diversity 
of beetles), was joined by Harn 
in reading "Mr. Beetle's Many 
Rooms" by Robert Magnuson. 
Moore told his audience, 
made up of some 70 children 
and their parents, that he loved 
to read, especially about bugs. 
"Reading stimulates the mind 
and encourages people to go ex- 
plore things in life. You get a lot 
of ideas from reading, but at the 
end of the day, you cannot stay 
with your nose stuck in the 
book. You have to take what 
you read and apply it to real 


world experiences,” he said. 

Then Moore brought out his 
beetle collection, which delight- 
ed ће children. 

The collection included a Go- 
liath beetle, “the biggest beetle 
in the world,” he said, adding 
that he found the insect in Africa 
when he worked for 15 years. 

For something completely 
different, Zuñiga, a student at 
the Bagong flog Elementary 
School in Pasig, donned a red 
and black rooster costume 
and instead of reading--start 
ed “acting out” Rebecca 


Afionuevo's “Ang Mahiyaing 
Manok.” 

Zuhige, a division winner in 
“Pagkukuwento sa Filipino,” a 
storytelling contest in Pasig, has 
been reading since he was 2. 

Alitaptap storyteller Rich Ro- 
driguez read two stories: "Ang 
Pambihirang Buhok ni Racquel” 
by Dr. Luis Gatmaitan and “Billy 
Goats Gruff.” 

The children were given free 
copies of the comic book, “Hari 
ng Kalsada.” 

Sponsors of yesterday's ses- 
sion were Krispy Kreme, 


Schotastic Books, Hands on 
Manila, Soroptimist Interna- 
tional of Eastwood City and 
Digna Aquino of Library Hub in 
Pasig 

The next Inquirer Read-Along 
session will be on Oct. 13 at the 
Inquirer office in Makati and on 
Oct. 20 at National Bookstore at 
Shangri-La Mall in Mandaluy- 
ong. Interested participants may 
contact Ellen Caparros or Girlie 
Refran at 897-8808, local 329. 
Slots are on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Schatzi Quodala, 
Inquirer Research 
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A night 
100 fin 


on the 


By Allison W. Lopez 


LONG BEFORE TELEVISION SETS OR 
karaoke machines were invented, entertain- 
ment for some Filipinos, particularly among 
well-to-do families, meant gathering around 
the piano and singing or playing stirring music. 

In fact, toward the end of the 19th centu- 
ry until the start of World War II, “егіш- 
lias"—ór soirees where artists and lovers of 
art and culture would regale one another 
with music or poetry—were common in 
mansions in Intramuros. 

As part of its 100th year celebration, the 
School of Music of St. Scholastica's College 
will hold a tertulia on Oct. 7 featuring, among 
others, several pianists aged 7 to 87. 

Members of the faculty and alumnae will 
also participate in the one-and-a-half hour 
concert which pays tribute to the founder of 
the School of Music, German nun Sr. Bap- 
tista Ваша 

“Our founder came to the Philippines right 
about this period and so we thought it fitting 
that we should celebrate her musical life with 
an adaptation of the tertulia in a concert set- 
ting," said Sr. Mary Placid, the school dean. 

“We'd like to bring back those days ... It's 
going to be a modern tertulia, so instead of 
discussions that also used to come with it, 
165 going to be a musical hour,” added SSC 
president, Sr. Angelica Leviste. 

Although Battig naturally leaned toward 
European compositions, Leviste said the 
nun also stressed to her students the impor- 
tance of enriching one’s own music. 

“We chose Western and Filipino composi- 
tions for the tertulia because Sister Ваша said, 
‘1 would like the children of the East to play as 
well as the children of the West. But I also 
want them to compose based on the tech- 
niques from Western masters,” she added. 

Faculty member Camille Lopez Molina will 
begin the concert by singings two songs com- 
posed by German musicians admired by Bat- 
tig: "Vidmung (Dedication)" by Robert Schu- 
mann and "The Eriking” by Franz Schubert. 

Molina will be accompanied on the piano 
by Greg Zuniega, another member of the 
faculty, in telling the dramatic legend often 
recounted by Battig to her students. 

But unlike regular concerts, this modern-day 
tertulia will have the pianists walking off and 
on the stage, eliminating the need for curtains. 

То recreate the cozy setting of these pre- 
WWII social gatherings, five pianos will be set 
up on the stage of the school's St. Cecilia's Hall, 
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Reviving the tertulia: 
song and 
gers 

ceyboard 


AMONG those who will perform is 87-year- 
old Cora Mateo who graduated from the 
School of Musicin 1948. 


along with classical wooden furniture that per- 
formers can sit on while waiting for their cue. 

Among the featured pianists are Lorenzo 
Torres, a 7-year-old boy, and his music 
teacher, Mae de Vera. They will play “Varia- 
tions of a Nursery Rhyme op. 25” simulta- 
neously with four other performers, includ- 
ing 87-year-old Cora Mateo. 

Torres has been playing since he was 4 
while Mateo has been passing on her piano- 
playing techniques to students since she 
graduated from SSC in 1948. 

Seated beside each other during a recent 
practice session, the two showed spectators 
how music can bridge gaps between gener- 
ations. 

"As you grow older it gets harder, and you 
get nervous because sometimes, your fin- 
gers get stiff.” admitted Mateo, laughing. 

Still, she showed grace and form as she 
hit the keys beside Torres who was beaming 
ashe played “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star." 

Not to be outdone, 10 nuns led by Placid, 
Leviste, Mother Prioress Sr. Mary John 
Mananzan and Sr. Pia Lansang, former pri- 
oress, will perform “Filipiniana IL." 

Next, a hundred fingers, or 10 pianists 
composed of faculty members and alum- 
nae, will be playing in duet or alternates 
Filipino folk songs like “Katakataka,” “Ahay 
Tuburan,” and "Pandangguhan." 

Pianist and stage director Della Besa said 
there was an added degree of difficulty 
when people play the piano simultaneously. 

“You need to know the piece well and the. 
parts to be played by the others as well. The 


THESISTERS of St. Scholastica's College hold their own beside the more experienced 


pianists during a rehearsal. 


pay tribute 
to St. Scho 


School of 


Music 


founder, Sr. THEYOUNGEST performer in the group is Lorenzo Torres, aged 7. He has been playing since 


Baptista 


Battig, ina 
concert on 
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hewas 4 years old, 


important thing is you must listen,” she ex- 
plained. 

Other performers are members of the 
SSC Chamber Orchestra who will sing Han- 
def's “Hallelujah Chorus.” 

In honor of Battig, who headed the 
School of Music for more than 30 years be- 


PHOTOS BY RUDY ESPERAS 


fore her death in 1942, Grace Africa 
Gatchalian will perform Maurice Ravel's 
“Pavane for a Dead Princess" with cello ob- 
bligato by Gerry Graham Gonzales. 

Battig and the tertulia may be distant mem- 
ories by now, but Scholasticans will surely live 
and breathe music for generations to come. 
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By Julie M. Aurelio 


DURING OFFICE HOURS, THE 
tall, bearded professor of ma- 
rine biology spends most of his 
time studying coral reefs and gi- 
antclams. 

In his spare time, 
however, Dr. Edgardo 
Gomez plays "foster 
father” to thousands 
of baby trees he 
grows in pots and 
plastic bags in his 
backyard. 

"Т don't really keep 
track of them. Tve 
probably grown thou- 
sands,” said the 68- 
year-old professor. 

But his trees of 
choice are not the common aca- 
cia or ipil-ipil, which, according 
to Gomez, are not even endemic 
to the country. 

He clarified that most species 
commonly considered as home- 
grown are, in fact, exotic and 
Came from South America or 
mainland Asia. These include 
the acacia, ірі-ірі, Indian, 
kapok, mahogany, Gmelina and 


THE PROFESSOR 
examines the leaves 
of the Balalat tree 
which has a thorny 
trunk, The tree got 
its name from the 
municipality of 
Mabalacatin 
Pampanga. 
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eucalyptus. 

His backyard in Ayala Ala- 
bang Village in Muntinlupa City 
measures 40-59 m and is home 
to 100 or so baby trees. Ironical- 
ly, there is only one full grown 

tree—a macopa—on 
his property. 

Gomez said he 
looks after narra, 
apitong, dau, 
molave, malabulak, 
and calumpit trees, 

“This advocacy of 
mine started as just a. 
past time. Planting 
native trees is my 
hobby, the way other 

» people have their 
own hobbies" he 
told the InguireR. 

Asked how long it takes for a 
seed to bloom and become a 
"little tree," Gomez said it de- 
pends on the specie and the 
quality of the soil and water 
used during the planting pro- 
cess. 

When his trees mature, they 
are replanted on the sprawling 
University of the Philippines 
campus in Quezon City, where 
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Marine biologist keeps ‘little trees,” _ 
not coral reefs, in backyard nursery _ 


he served for nearly 25 years as 
founding director of the Marine 
Science Institute (MSI); 

Most of his "babies" can be 
found at the College of Science 
complex, bounded by C.P Gar- 
cia and A. Roces Sr. Avenues. 
Ironically, the campus is mostly 
populated with exotic trees and. 
not with native species, he 
points out. 

“Our country is rich in flora. 
But we know more about exotic 
types than our own native vari- 
eties. Is it because these are eas- 
ier to grow?” Gomez asked. 

He began planting native 
trees in 1987 on the Diliman 
campus, believing that it was 
but logical to fill the Sunken 
Garden with narra, not acacia 
trees, Some of his babies have 
grown nearly 100 feet tall 
Gomez hastened to add with а 
chuckle, “But if ask them to cut 
down the acacias, they will kill 
me.” 

Gomez is only able to care 
for trees in his spare time as 
he is still actively conducting 
research on coral reefs and in- 
vertebrate reproduction at 


the MSI 

He called himself “an oppor- 
tunistic gardener” who plants 
whatever seeds he can get his 
hands оп. 

Gomez gets his seeds from 
friends who stumble upon 
amazing finds, or from trips to 
different places in the country. 
He then plants these in pots, 
cans or even plastic Бару жай 
backyard. 

"Phoebe sometimes gets ans 
gry because of the many 
seedlings in our garden. She 
even asked me to move out 
some of them,” he confessed, 
referring to his wife, a former 
ambassador to Myanmar. 

Gomez said his penchant for 
growing native trees came 
about while growing up in a 
farm in Angeles City, Pampan- 
ga 

Belonging to a landed family, 
Gomez spent his childhood in a 
four-hectare farm where he 
raised tomatoes as a child. His 
mother, Pacita, loved plants and 
had herown garden. 

But when Japanese forces oc- 
cupied the country, the 
Gomezes moyed to an apart- 
ment building in Pasay City 
owned by his father. 

"Tm really the son of a 
farmer,” he said in jest, adding 
that growing up in a farm 
“made me love nature and 
trees.” 

When the marine biologist 
got his own apartment, also in 


à his fathers building, he began 


planting native trees in small 
pots on his verandah. Gomez 
moved to Ayala Alabang eight 
years ago and has continued 
growing trees in his backyard 
Gomez also gives away 
seedlings to friends and to 


schools such as the Holy Angel 


University in Pampanga and the 


Fa 


DR. EDGARDO Gomez shows one of his "babies" —the seed of the 


apitong tree. 


DeLa Salle University. 

“Trees give me pleasure and 
enjoyment. 1 don't plant them 
for myself but for others," he 
said, adding that it costs him 
less than P100 to buy soil and 
plastic bags for the seeds. 

Gomez has thought of selling. 


ES aangas 
an 3 Ф 


PHOTOS AUGUST DELA CRUZ 


his little trees, but he said his 
day job at the MSI already pays 
for the bills and much more. 

Said the dedicated professor, 
"Ido it for the love of it. You can 
do a lot with so little. All it takes 
is perseverance, determination’ 
and hope.” 
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Love in a е 
of martial law / 


By Philip C. Tubeza the Ateneo de Manila University 
Correspondent student council and headed the 
Student Alliance for National 
ONG KONG--SHE Democracy, a coalition of differ- 
H was pregnant and елі ma councils across the 
on the run from “Edna had joined the Commu- 
military agents hunting pis Party of the Philippines a 
her down. He was in amil- few months before Ferdinand 
itary stockade smuggling Marcos declared martial rule on 
out letters in candy wrap- ides Ы AEN 
i lont want to be misinter- 
pers in the hope that these. ., 1 dont want 0 be тенет. 
would reach her. what happened. What happened 
For then student activists Ed- to activists like us was really full of 
na and Alex Aquino, the onset drama. There were so many sad 
of martial law was a crucible stories of course but there were 
that molded their young lives also stories that, looking back, 
together as they desperately would make us smile," she said. 
kept alive underground the “These stories should one day 
fight against the Marcos dicta- be written. Its not just sad stories. 
torship while trying to eke outa Ме grew up also in the midst of 
life for their family in Manila. making mistakes.” 

Alex would be arrested twice 
by the military while many of his 
friends who had taken up arms — AlexandEdnahadknowneach гип, the activists decided to rent та. We relished the thought before they knew it, they were theiradvocacies, focusing on their 
were killed in violent encounters other for a year when martial law apartments and turn these into that we could (communicatese- again deeply involved in the fellow migrant workers. 
with soldiers in the countryside. was declared, which when it “UG” or underground houses.  cretly)," Edna said. struggle against the dictatorship. “Our service for the country is 

Edna would try to convince a came, she got lucky since they Апа since it was martial law, “When he was released around "I was building solidarity net. not just about the party or 
young Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo were the ones paired off as lead- communication between the May Iwas already heavy with our works and then we also began movement. We were doing it for 
to formally join the communist ing activists went underground. different cells of the under- firstchild. So I said my pregnancy looking at migrant workers. I the people,” Edna said. 
movement (See related story be- “It was the third night of mar- ground was severely restricted. would make me less vulnerable to was one of those who started “We set up this center that be- 
low) and, in the 19805, be among tial law and we were sleeping in “Sometimes we ended up arrest so 1 surfaced naturally and the thinking on how to organize came a role model in London for 
the first to look into the plight of the house of a fellow activist. He (unknowingly) renting apart- gave birth in October.” the workers abroad,” Edna said. its good work to the extent that 
the growing number of Filipino was assessing what was happen- ments two blocks away from Тһе military did not arrest But by then, debates within the іі got the Queen's award in 2003 
migrants leaving the country. ing. We called it Natsit (national each other, and we would later her but the next year, they again party began to surface about what and then a year after that we got 

Edna received an award from situation) and IntSit (interna- find out that we had the same arrested Alex and her mother to do with the democratic space a similar award from Mala- 
Queen Elizabeth П in 2003 for tionalsituation),” Edna said. _ Jandlord,” Edna said. and sister while the Miss Uni- opened up by the fall of Marcos. сайапя. So many blessings.” 
her community work among “Biglang nag-fast forward siya, verse beauty pageant was held Edna became demoralized as she Тһе Centre for Filipinos was 
Filipino migrants in London, Alam то тау sasabihin ako sayo.’ Secret letters in Manila. began having more and more dif- awarded the Queen's Golden Ju- 

But it’s the memories of martial Naku edi nanlamig na ako. ‘Naku They had to be prepared to Luckily, a delegation from ferences with the party line. bileee Award for voluntary ser- 
law that remain most vivid for the eto na nga yun.’ Tapos nagtapat jump out of the window at any Amnesty International was then 4 'vice by groups in the community 
couple, now based in Hong Kong. па nga siya. Ayun,” she said. given moment due to the threat visiting the country to docu- Queen's award on the 5Oth anniversary of 
Particularly for Edna, those dark Edna added: “So a few weeks ofa raid by the military. ment human rights abuses and Нег demoralization came to a Queen Elizabeth's coronation. 
days would always remind her of after, we were ‘married’ but in a “You could not sleep in your make a public case abroad head after the military arrested ` Edna and Alex said they miss 
how she bagged her husband way that we ourselves defined it nightgown or in your under- against the Marcos regime. her in June 1990 in Makati on the friends they had in the under- 
while being on the run. because in the movement then, wear. No way. You had to wearat ^ ThecaseofAlexandhisinlaws charges that she and Alex were ground, adding that they contin- 

Я you had to go through the pro- least shorts and a Tshirt so you were supposed to be the first on behind the kidnapping of sol- ue to be grateful to ће party for 
Anniversary cess of informing the collective, could mingle with the crowd the Al list but that did not push diers in Quezon province which the"privilege" of being part of the 

“Martial law helped me get but for us, basta kami, kami.” ° when you escape,” Edna said. through after Defense Minister happened when they were out of struggle against the dictatorship. 
my husband,” Edna said, adding | Edna had fallen for Alex And during Christmas time, Juan Ponce Enrile ordered his re- the country Alex was then... 
that she considered its onset as when they became close friends they were so sad because they lease. abroad when Edna was arrested. Still activists 
their anniversary. [The declara- during those heady days of stu- could not visit their families. ы While in jail, she learned Said Alex: "It forged very close 
tion of martial law was officially dent activism. And it became more of a chal- Normal lives about a job opening in Amnesty ties among people of the same 
announced on Sept. 23, 1972. “He was my crush but I did lengeforEdnawhenAlexwasar- “Minister Enrile told те, ‘So, International in London and so persuasion. You lived through 
But President Ferdinand Marcos not know if he also liked me,” rested in January 1973 after ће what's the case?’ and he asked she applied for it. life and death situations and so 
signed the declaration Sept. 21, she said. military raided a house where he why (Alex) was arrested. Sabi “I had three children waiting you have the same memories.” 
1972] But they never got married in was hiding. Afterwards, Edna Ко, ‘Sir, you should know be- in grade school. So I applied for ^ Said Edna: “I'm very thankful 

“Tt was when we formalized church. They later obtained а learned she was pregnant. cause you signed the (arrest) my job from jail. To cut the story to the party and the people who 
(our affair) that we would like marriage certificate so that Ed- “I continued with my life in order," Edna said. short, I made a deal with the mil- have molded me along the way. 
to live as a couple. That is why na could use Alex's surname to the underground but it was so “Ang taray taray ko na noon itary that I will apply for ПІ never, never tum my back on 
we celebrate our anniversary avoid detection as they went difficult because we had no con- (but) you know right then he amnesty” Edna said. that. But you grow and I certain- 
during martial law,” she said. ^ through a dangerous cat and tact,” she said. signed (Alex's) release?" “So I tied to take control of my Iy have outgrown the party.” 

A distant relative of former mouse game with military She later took courage and Edna and Alex tried to live nor- lifeandbereadytofacetheconse- _ "Мом, we are activists in our 
President Corazon Aquino (on the agents in the dark alleys and contacted his mother and asked mal lives and raise a family after quences. And I have no regrets.” ^ own persons and still committed 
SumulongCojuangco side), Alex side streets of Manila. her if she could carry her letter his release in 1974. He worked for After leaving the Philippines, to meaningful and genuine social 
was then being hunted down by Ас first, they hid in the houses to Alex who was detained in the Cojuangcos while Edna joined Edna worked as Al's gender advo- change and to social justice. We 
the military for being опе of the of friends, relatives, or acquain- Fort Bonifacio. “It was hidden the Nutrition Center of the Philip- сасу manager, leading its Stop Vi- don't have any organizational af- 
leading activists of the Kabataang tances but this later proved to be inside candy wrapper. His re- pines, ironically a project of then olence Against Women Cam- filiation or loyalty that can be bur- 
Makabayan, a radical leftist youth untenable since their presence ply came in a cigarette pack. First Lady Imelda Marcos. But paign, while Alexis now in the re- densome. As long as you are hon- 
organization. posed a danger to their hosts. Alam mo yung silver na palara? then their comrades from the un- mittance business. They cut their est, true and confident in yourself, 

He was а former president of And so after a few months on the Yun ang stationary niya. Madra- derground contacted them, and ties with the CPP but continued in thats what is important.’ 


GMA supported communist movement, but hated Joma’ 


By Philip Tubeza puppet. treatise ofits founding chair, mer President Corazon Aquino, effort facilitated by the Left to and the state is responsible for 
Correspondent ‘The label was contained in Nevertheless, the young Ar- would dismiss it. establish “people to people rela- all of these,” Edna said. 
the book Philippine Society and royo continued to support the “I would tell them ‘Look, she tions” with communist China as “At hindi lang yung killings. 

HONG _ KONG-—PRESIDENT Revolution, purportedly au- Left, according to Edna. Alex was part of the anti-Marcos early as 1973. There are many wrong deci- 
Macapagal-Arroyo might now огей by Sison. added that she also helped pro- group then’ (but) they would “егу special friends sila ng sions. I'm equally critical of the 
be planning an all-out war to “She was part of the network duce position papers about the vehemently deny it. 1 would say China, which needed all the Hello Garci tape scandal.” 
crush the communists, but dur- of the (underground), Edna countrys economic situation and ‘Come on. GMA was part of it.’ friends it could tap to boost its Edna said she would have no 
ing the martial law years until said. “At one point, we ap- how the economic model post- Why deny her role?” she said. diplomatic ties abroad, particu- qualms about telling Ms Arroyo 
the early 1980s she was one of proached her if she could for- Marcos should be at that time. “They were even denying larly in the Philippines, then what she thought about these 
its active supporters. mally join the NDE” ^ that she marched with us оп Ay- seen аз а strong ally ofthe US," abuses if they get to meet again. 

So close was the collabora-  "(Gloria) said that she will Simple, generous ala (Avenue) but I saw her. We Alex said. “But she as Gloria who is my 
tion that she was once even in- only be open to any discussion "Tumulong siya consciously. were marching together in Ay- id of those years when we 
vited to formally join the Na- on that ifthat labeling of her fa- She was a very good ally of the ala. Maybe not every Friday but Abuses were in the anti-Marcos front, 
tional Democratic Front. thers regime or government ND (national democratic) move- 1 definitely saw her,” she added. “Kaya si Gloria ngayon na- we will always cherish those 

According to Alex and Edna would be removed,” she added. ment as part of the anti-Marcos Edna said this attitude of pakalapit niyan sa China kasi memories. Why will she be de- 
Aquino, former members ofthe ^ Edna said that Ms Arroyo be- movement right after martial law some blue-blooded activists at hindi nakakalimutan ng China prived of that acknowledge- 
communist underground, Ms came an anti-Marcos personali- until, if I can recall, until proba- that time was in part caused by па noong panahon na hindi sila ment of her contribution as an 
Arroyo, then a budding eco- ty atthat time because of her fa- bly Ninoy’ time,” Edna said. / heridentification with the Left. popular etong Presidente na to, individual?" she said. 
nomics professor "took risks” ther. “She was extremely devot- “She was one of those who at the risk of siguro of her са “Оп the other hand, with all 
and actively supported the Left ed to her father,” she said. took risks, We would have open Close to China reer, hindi pa siguro her life, was these reconciliatory moves be- 
as part of the broad coalition Ferdinand Marcos defeated and deep discussions with her” | “(1ев) either ‘You're one of us already supporting them. tween the Arroyo presidency and 
against the Marcos dictatorship. Ms Arroyo's father in his bid to Edna said the future Presi- or уоште not one of us. Е iba But Edna and Alex are also the Marcoses—she can't blame 

get reelected in the 1965 presi- dent then was “a very simple, naman ang association ni GMA critical of the dismal human people and even friends in her 

Extremely devoted dential elections. generous” individual. noon. She was more on our side rights record of the Arroyo ad- previous life to question the 

But she declined to formally “Gloria was so angry about “Webecamefriends, with lots than on the side of the cono- ministration, particularly with moral standards that she fought 
join the communists because that labeling of her father but of mutual respect for each oth- cono (the Spanish-speaking ап: the recent spate of extrajudicial for during that time,” Edna said. 
Jose Ma. Sison, founding chair equally mad at Joma,” Edna said. er” Edna said. ti-Marcos elite). Interesting ta- killings and enforced disap- “Ultimately, that’s really be- 
of the Communist Party of the And so Ms Arroyo was not Edna said she would also de- laga yan. Yung twists and pearancesof leftists. tween her and her conscience. 
Philippines, had branded her fa- formally inducted into the NDF fend Ms Arroyo's anti-Marcos turns,” Edna said. “GMA as President is not the Its a chapter in her own person- 
ther, the late President Diosda- since the party of course would record whenever others, partic- Edna and Alex also remem- GMA whom I consider my al journey. Only history and 
do Macapagal, as an American not revise the then-influential ularly those associated with бог. ber Ms Arroyo being part of an. friend. She is the head of state God will judge 


COMRADES AND LOVERS: Alex and Edna Aquino sit idly in the comfort of his remittance office іп Tsim Sha Tsui in Hong Kong, recalling the 
Ithappened on 3rd night. many twists and turns in their lives in the years of living dangerously in Manila. DANTEPERALTA 


MONKS march di 


1g a protest against the government in Rangoon on Sept. 21. 


REUTERS 


1,500 monks hold protest 
march in Burma capital 


RANGOON—AT LEAST 3,000 PEOPLE 
led by Buddhist monks marched along 
flooded streets in this capital on Friday, 
piling pressure on the ruling junta in 
Burma (also known as Myanmar) in 
the most sustained challenge to its rule 
in nearly 20 years. 

‘About 1,500 cinnamon-robed monks 
marched barefoot through the city, at- 
tracting an equal number of followers 
who left the sidewalks in driving rain to 
wade through sometimes knee-deep wa- 
terand chant prayers calling for peace. 

Hundreds more people clapped 
from the sidewalks and from open win- 
dows along the route as the procession 
passed by. 

The protests that began on Aug. 19 
have turned into the most prolonged 
show of defiance in nearly 20 years 
against the military, which has ruled 
this impoverished nation since 1962. 

The latest protest began with about 
500 Buddhist monks walking to the 
Shwedagon Pagoda, Burma's most im- 
portant landmark, witnesses said. 

As they continued their march into 
downtown, the number of monks swelled 
to 1,500 with another 1,500 supporters 
Joining them, About 100 women formed 
a human chain to protect the monks, who 


carried multicolored religious flags. 

They stopped outside the Rangoon 
(Yangon) city hall, where they chanted 
prayers, reciting: “Peace and security will 
prevail. The people will not be harmed." 

Monks have protested against the 
regime all week, revitalizing antijunta 
rallies that erupted a month ago amid 
public anger over a massive hike in fu- 
el prices, which has left many unable 
to afford bus fare to get to work. 

“Monks are taking to the streets in 
order to make the government listen 
and understand people's suffering,” 
said Aung Naing Oo, a Thailand-based 
Burma analyst. 

Some monks have refused to accept 
donations from members of the mili- 
tary, a gesture seen as a severe rebuke 
tantamount to excommunication for 
Buddhists, who believe that giving alms 
daily is an important religious duty. 

More than 150 people, including 
some of the nation's most prominent 
prodemocracy leaders, have been arrest- 
ed since the protests began last month. 

Burma's prodemocracy movement has 
long demanded reforms from the regime 
and freedom for Nobel peace laureate 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has spent most of 
thelast 18 years under house arrest. AFP 


Fujimori loses extradition 
battle, to be sent to Peru 


SANTIAGO—FORMER PERUVIAN 
President Alberto Fujimori lost his bat- 
tle against extradition from Chile on 
Friday and was due to be taken to Lima 
to face charges of human rights abuse 
and corruption. 

The man famed for crushing Maoist 
rebel group, the Shining Path, during 
his 1990-2000 rule was expected to be 
taken from his temporary residence on 
the outskirts of the Chilean capita! San- 
tiago to the citys airport on Friday 
evening. 

From there, Chilean police said he 
would be flown to the border with Peru. 
where he would be handed to Peruvian 
authorities, hours after Chiles 
Supreme Court sealed his fate by or- 
dering his extradition. 

The 69-year-old’s hasty, forced depar- 
ture from Chile came nearly two years 
after he arrived unexpectedly in Santia- 
go from Japan aiming to make a political 
comeback in Peru. The son of Japanese 
immigrants, Fujimori had spent five 
years in exile in Japan following the col- 
lapse of his government in 2000. 

In his two years under arrest in 
Chile, he has fought a constant legal 
battle to avoid extradition to the coun- 
tryhe once ruled. 

That battle ended on Friday when 
Chile's Supreme Court ruled in favor of 
Peruvian prosecutors. The decision, 
which cannot be appealed, was a sur- 
prise and contradicted an earlier rul- 
ing by one of the court's own judges. 

The court unanimously accepted evi- 


FUJIMORI 


dence linking Fujimori to two notorious 
massacres—known as Barrios Altos and 
La Cantuta—in the early 19905, when 
Peru was at war with the Shining Path. 

Students, a professor and a child 
were among the 25 killed in the mas- 
sacres, which Peruvian state prosecu- 
tors blame on death squads run by Fu- 
jimoris government. 

“(The vote) was much easier than 
we thought and the important thing 
above all was Barrios Altos and La Can- 
tuta,” said Alberto Chaigneau, one of 
five judges who heard the case. 

In an interview after the ruling, Fuji- 
mori said he would clear his name in Li- 
ma and insisted his tough actions had 
been necessary to rid Peru of Latin 
America’s bloodiest insurgents. Reuters 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


26 nations urge rapid 
deployment of UN 
peace force to Darfur 


UNITED NATIONS—A MEETING OF LEADERS FROM 26 
nations called Friday for the rapid deployment to Darfur of 
the 26,000-member African Union-UN peacekeeping force 
approved by the Security Council and the participation of all 
rebel groups in peace talks scheduled for next month. 


“If they are really leaders and think 
about the future of Sudan, they should 
go to the dialogue table,” Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-moon said. The talks 
are to be in Tripoli, Libya, and some of 
the groups fighting the Khartoum gov- 
ernment have expressed reservations 
about attending. 

Alpha Oumar Konare, chair of the 
African Union, said the groups would 
have “full guarantees” that their views 
would be heard. “It is not acceptable 
that those that claim to be fighting for 
their peoples refuse to come to the ne- 
gotiating table,” he said. 

The participants also witnessed a 
dispute over the composition of the 
force that Sudan was insisting must be 
all-African but others were saying 
must have some non-African elements 
if itwas to meet UN standards. 

"We don't need them,” Lam Akol, 
Sudan's foreign minister, said when 
asked about troops offered by Thai- 


land and Uruguay, countries that tradi- 
tionally supply trained peacekeepers 
for UN missions. “There are enough 
African troops,” he added, saying that 
Africans had already promised almost 
twice the number needed. 

John D. Negroponte, the US 
deputy secretary of state said, “Su- 
dan has nothing to be afraid of” from 
the inclusion of non-African troops. 
Saying that the Sudanese govern- 
ment should stop its “foot-dragging,” 
he noted that 18 months after the 
signing of an original peace agree- 
ment for Darfur, “we are still just in 
the initial phase.” 

Lord Malloch-Brown, the former 
deputy secretary-general who is now 
Britain's minister of state for Africa, 
Asia and the United Nations, suggest- 
ed the matter should be removed from 
the political sphere and settled on a 
"technical" basis based on the special- 
ized needs of the force. 


ACHINESE soldier from an engineering 
unit practices at an army camp in Qinyang 
in Henan province on Sept. 15. The soldier 
isa part ofa315-member multifunctional 
unit that will go for a United Nations 
peacekeeping mission in the Darfur region 
of Sudan in the near future. serus 


Ban said, “This issue should not-be 
viewed as some difference on political 
issues.” He said it would be “resolved 
through technical discussions" NYT 


US says 1 million Chinese-made 
cribs recalled after infants’ deaths 


WASHINGTON--SIMPLICHY "INC, А 
supplier of baby furniture to Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. and other big retailers, is recall- 
ing about one million Chinese-made baby 
cribs that have been linked to at least two 
infant deaths, the US Consumer Product 
Safety Commission said on Friday 

The drop-side can detach from the 
crib, which can create a dangerous gap 
that leads to an infant being trapped 
and suffocated, the safety agency said 
in a statement. It urged parents to 
check all Simplicity-made cribs to en- 
sure the drop-sideis installed correctly. 

The cribs, priced between $100 and 
$300, were sold by US retailers and 
chains, including Target Corp's website, 
Big Lots Inc. and family-owned Meijer Inc. 


2 students 
shot in US 
campus row 


DOVER, DEL—THE CAMPUS OF 
Delaware State University was locked 
down Friday after two freshman stu- 
dents were shot and wounded, one se- 
riously, when an argument that had be- 
gun at a university cafeteria resumed 
on the street, the police said. 

The two suspects in the shootings 
were also students, the police said. One 
was taken into custody for questioning, 
and the other was being sought Friday 
night. Neither was identified publicly 

University officials responded quickly 
to the shootings, which occurred shortly 
before 1 a.m. near Memorial Hall, a 
complex that includes the gymnasium 
and athletics department offices. 

Officials alerted students of the emer- 
gency within 15 minutes and locked 
down most buildings. Within two hours, 
students and administrators said, officials 
at the 162-hectare campus about 153 km 
east of Washington, had posted flyers at 
dorms and a message on the campus 
website. They also telephoned campus 
residence halls to make sure resident ad- 
visers knew what was going on and to tell 
them that classes were canceled Friday. 

The police said that not long before 
the shooting, a group of eight to 10 stu- 
dents left the cafeteria after an argu- 
ment. When they encountered one an- 
other again at a nearby corner, one of 
them pulled a gun and began firing. 

Shalita Middleton, 17-year-old from 
Washington, was shot twice in the tor- 
so, and Nathaniel Pew, 17, of Washing- 
ton, was shot once in the ankle, offi- 
cials in the District of Columbia may- 
or's office said. NYT 


“The dropside failures result from 
both the hardware and crib design, 
which allow consumers to unintentional- 
ly install фе drop-side upside down,” the 
safety commission said. "This, in turn, 
can weaken the hardware and cause the 
drop-side to detach from the crib. When 
the drop-side detaches, it creates a gap in 
which infants can become entrapped.” 

‘Two separate infant deaths involv- 
ing a 9-month-old and a 6-month-old 
occurred when cribs with older-style 
hardware had the drop-side installed 
upside down, the agency said. 

The CPSC said it was also investigat- 
ing a third death that had newer-style 
hardware. The agency has received re- 
ports of seven infant entrapments in- 


volving the recalled products. 

“CPSC is also aware of two incidents 
that occurred when the drop-side was 
correctly installed with older style 
hardware, though the upside down in- 
stallation greatly increases the risk of 
failure,” the agency said. 

Although the cribs were made in 
China, the safety agency downplayed 
that aspect of the massive recall. 

“This recall isn’t a China-made prob- 
lem. Its more about hardware and crib 
design and less about it being assembled 
in China,” a CPSC spokesperson said. 

China has been in the spotlight for a 
series of recent recalls involving products 
ranging from lead-painted toys to tainted 
toothpaste and pet food. Reuters 


Castro reappears to quash 
rumors about his demise 


HAVANA—CUBAN LEADER FIDEL 
Castro appeared in his first television 
interview in more than three months 
on Friday, ending speculation that the 
ailing revolutionary had died or suf- 
fered a major relapse. 

Castro, 81, spoke slowly about world 
affairs, the Cold War and the global 
economy, but appeared little changed 
from the last time he was shown in a 
state television interview on June 5. 

“Here I am,” Castro said, rebuffing 
those who have speculated that he was 
at death's door, already dead or about 
to die. 

Dressed in what has become a cus- 
tomary red, blue and white athletic jack- 
et, sitting in an armchair and showing 
his age through the gray in his beard and 
bags under his eyes, Castro answered 
questions about an essay he published 
this week and attacked the United 
States, his longtime ideological foe. 

"yesterday the euro was at $1.41. Oil, 
I think, about $84 a barrel,” Castro said 
at one point, indicating that he was up 
to date on current affairs and signaling 
that the interview was very recent. 

He also held up a copy of a book by 
former US Federal Reserve chair Alan 
Greenspan, “The Age of Turbulence: Ad- 
ventures in a New World," which was 
published this week, and read excerpts 
in Spanish from the dust jacket. 

Castro, who took power on the 
Caribbean island in a 1959 revolution, 
handed over control to his younger 
brother, Raul Castro, on July 31, 2006, 
after emergency intestinal surgery. He 
has not appeared in public since then. 

Instead, he has been seen in occa- 
sional photographs and videos with vis- 
iting foreign leaders and has published 


FRAILBUT QUITE ALIVE: Cuba leader 
Fidel Castro on Sept. 21. палив 


а steady stream of columns and essays 
in state media over the past six months. 

His failure to appear on his birthday 
on Aug. 13 fueled rampant rumors in 
Miami—the heartland of exiled oppo- 
sition to his nearly five-decade-long 
rule—that Castro had had a major 
health setback, was on his deathbed or 
was already dead. 

The interview amazed Cubans, 70 
percent of whom had known no other 
leader before Castro fell sick last year. 

Reuters 
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RP netters off to a blazing start 


Near Group 1 stint after taking 2-0 lead 


vs Kuwaitis; “toxic food” downs Mamiit 


KUWAIT CITY—THE PHILIPPINES HANDILY WON ITS 
first two singles matches in the Asia-Oceania Zone 
Davis Cup Group П finals tie with Kuwait ~ 


Friday. 
"The country is thus just one win shy 
f returning back to Group in the elite 
competition, but that bid hit a major 
‘snag when top gun Cecil Mamiit was 
downed by a “certain toxic ingredient” 
after taking his dinner. 

Mamiit blasted Ahmad Rabeea 
Muhammad, 6-3, 6-0, 6-0, and Taino 
followed it up with a 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (5) 
win over Kuwaiti No. 1 Mohammad Al- 
Ghareeb. 

The team feasted on tinolang manok 
(chicken ginger stew) for dinner. At 
around midnight, Mamiit complained 
"of discomfort and had to be taken to 


playing captain 
Marin Misa and 
coach Chris Cuarto. 

The Filipino-American netter was 
given the antihistamine medicine 
‘Telfast and was advised to take a rest 
foratleast three days. 

"This is the first time that I had this 
(allergy), the 31-year-old Mamiit 
said. “We've been eating tinolang 
manok the past few days but this time, 
something in the food caused this, 1 
think.” 

The Filipinos were to go for the 
jugular late last night but as of press 
time, it is still uncertain if Mamiit can 


à 


play with Taino in their doubles en- 
counter 
Muhammad. 


against Al-Ghareeb and 
Misa said if Mamiit cannot 
play, he will put in 
either Patrick 

John Tierro or 

Johnny Arcil 

The reverse si 

gles will be 

played today. 

In the first 
match, the 20-year- 
old Muhammad had 

№ the Kuwaiti gallery 
s cheering wildly as 
the — eight-time 

Davis Cup cam- 

paigner chal. 


lenged Mamiitin the first five games to 
takea 3-2 lead in the first set. 

It proved to be his finest moment as 
Mamiit swept the next 16 games еп 
route to a 1-0 Philippine lead. 

In the next match, Al-Ghareeb sent 
the Kuwaitis into another frenzy by 
breaking Taino's serve in the second 
game for a 2-0 first-set lead. It was a 
brief celebration as Taino broke back in 
the second game to ignite a six-game 
streak for the first-set win. 

‘The next six games saw both players 
holding serve before Taino gained the 
upperhand with a break in the seventh 
game. It sparked another six-game run 
for a two-set lead and a 3-0 edge in the 
third set 

Al-Ghareeb managed to tie with а 
break in the fifth game of the third set. 
The next six games went according to 
serve with Taino squandering five 
match points in the 12th game. 

In the tiebreak, Al-Ghareeb took 
leads of 3-2, 4-3 and 5-4 but errors 
hounded him, allowing Taino to grab 
the next three points and the match af- 
ter two hours and 31 minutes. 


the New Dor Al Shifa hospital by non- 


La Salle draws first 
blood in junior race 


GAMES SATURDAY 
2 p.m.—UP vs Ateneo (Women's) 
3:45 p.m.—La Sale vs Ateneo (Jrs) 


“Ateneo is a strong team,” 
Aldeguer said. “Theyre bigger 
and faster. Our only advantage is 
our heart. Thats the only thing 
that carried us through.” 

Marco Fortuna nailed two free 
throws with 19.9 seconds left off 
a Jayvee Dumrique foul to seal 
the Junior Archers’ first win in 
three encounters against the Ea- 
glets this season. 

“We were never given a chance 
to defend our championship last 
year (due to the suspension),” 
said Aldeguer. "But the good part 
was we started early with our 
preparation for this season.” 

Ateneo, though, prevailed in 
women's play as the Lady Eagles 
repulsed the University of the 
Philippines Lady Maroons, 64- 
60, in Game 1 of their own best- 
ofthree title series. 

Sarah Mercado and Anjelica 
Barracoso paced the Lady Eagles 
with 15 markers each. 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


‘THIEVES STRUCK AND STOLE 
lots of valuables from the La 
Salle locker room. 

On the court, it was the Junior 
Archers who pulled off a heist of 
soits, stealing Game 1 from a 
fancied Ateneo five, 76-74, in 
Game 1 of the UAAP juniors bas- 
ketball best-of-three finals last 
"night at the Ninoy Aquino Stadi- 
um. 

“So this is what happens to 
"winning teams at Ninoy,” said La 
Salle coach Boris Aldeguer, after 
finding out they were robbed. 

Aldeguer commended the Ju- 
nior Archers for upsetting the de- 
fending champions Blue Eagles 
‘and moving within a win of 
«clinching the title. 


VEHICLE WARRANTY 
EDSA AUTO EXCHANGE 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT 
199 EDSA Brgy. Wack Wack, 
Mandaluyong City 
Southbound before SEC and РОБА. 
CALL OR TEXT 
727-1397 726-1205 
09209037858 09228331441 


ioneerss 
SEPT. 26, 27, & 28, 200 


(WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY ) 


Eric Taino might have 
to step up for an RP 
squad hoping to 
return to Group | of 
Davis Cup. 
competitions. ro Horo 


‘It’s all about toughness’ | 


а 7 Ves 
А a Ng %, | И [= 
as Eagles, Tigers collide wan: SEPT, 99,24, 05,00] 


3p.m.—Ateneo vs UST * | : » ONISTARTALODAM 
By Jasmine W. Payo ~ "NO MINIMUM PRICE 


SALE STARTS AT 8:30 AM SHARE 
INATWIST THAT'S NOT AS SURPRISING 
considering where it's coming from, the 
team that has been teetering on the brink 
is the one brimming with confidence. 

“Basta playoffs dyan kami matindi (in 
the playoffs, that’s where we do well)” said 
Santo Tomas coach Pido Jarencio on the 
eve of a do-or-die duel against an Ateneo 
squad that wasted a couple of opportunities 
to stay out of this dogfight. 

Don't credit Jarencios bravado to 
pure machismo. This is, after all, 
UST, the unranked squad that 
pulled off an improbable UAAP 
title run last year. 

The Tigers, who barely made it 
to the Final Four again this season, 
only need to don the familiar gold-and- 
white to issue a painful reminder to the 
Ateneo Blue Eagles as they clash at the 
start of the men's basketball steplad- 
der semifinals. 

“We're just ready; in the playoffs, 
there's no advantage or disadvan- 
tage," said Jarencio, whose Tigers 
stunned the favored Eagles in last 
years title clash. 

The winner of the 3 pomi. 
knockout match today at the 
Araneta Coliseum will ad- 


Da 


KOMATSU DBOA-12. 


NG 


vance opposite the No. 2 La 
Salle Green Archers, who 4 
— 
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carry a twice-to-beat edge. 
‘And the final victor in 
1т5/А22 JERVY Cruz will again be Ateneo's main concern. 


MT 


A TRIP TO SINGAPORE IS IN STORE 
for the winners of the 2007 National 
Tournament Club of Champions 
(NTCC) where they will get the chance. 
to watch the stars of the HSBC Wom- 
en's Champions, one of the world's 
biggest competitions for women. 
HSBC, Inguinen Соц? and the Eagle 
Ridge Golf and Country Club are part- 
nering again for the third year as co- 
presenters of the 2007 NTCC on Octo- 
ber 22-26 at the Eagle Ridge Golf and 


ASIAN CHESS 


Filipino bets b 


By Roy Luarca 


‘STANDINGS: 4.0 points—S. Megaranto (Ina): 
3,5—2hang Pengdang; 3.0-R. Antonio (RP), Li 
Chao (China), Zhou Jianchao (China), G.N. бора! 
(Indiaym A. Kunte (Inda) D. Laylo (RP); 2.5—W. 
50 (RP), U. Adianto (Ina) E. Moradiabadi (Qatar), 
А Filipov (Uzb), C. Deepan (India), TH Dao (Viet), 
S. Yang (Chna), P. Neo (India), М. Paragua (RP) 


MANDAUE  CITY--INDONESIAN 
Grandmaster Susanto Megaranto 
hogged the limelight even as Fil- 
ipino bets got back on track Satur- 
day night in the 6th Asian Individu- 
al Chess Championship at the Cebu 
International Convention Center 
here. 

The 20-year-old Megaranto hum- 
bled third seeded Chinese GM Wang 
Hao with the black pieces in their top 
board battle to notch his fourth straight 
win and assume top spot in the qualify- 
ing tournament for the World Cup in 
November. 

GMs Rogelio “Joey” Antonio and 
Mark Paragua and International Mas- 
ters Darwin Laylo and Wesley So lifted 
the sagging Philippine campaign by 
hurdling their fourth round rivals. 

In a disadvantageous position, Anto- 
nio suddenly emerged the victor after 
Qatari IM Mohammed Al Sayed blun- 
dered away a rook in the 34th move of 
a Caro Kann. 

Antonio and Laylo were the highest 
among the 19 Filipino bets after yester- 
day's with 3.0 points. 

Antonio, of the Philippine Army 
whose campaign here is being support- 
ed by boxing superstar Manny Pac- 
quiao, thus rebounded from his third 
round defeat to newly minted GM Indi- 
an С.М. Gopal and put himself in con- 
tention for his second stint in the world 


Ford Nomads rule 
beach football tilt 


TEAM FORD-NOMADS FOOT- 
ball Club recently topped the 
st Rudy Project beach football 
Invitational tournament held in 
Playa Calatagan, Batangas. 

Also bagging honors in the 
event that highlighted the Fil- 
ipinos growing passion for 
football was Team Rudy Pro- 
ject/DLSU-A which bagged the 
ladies? open division. 

Kaya FC and Nike/DLSU-B 
finished second and third, re- 
spectively behind the Nomads 
while Sunday INquinen/Alabang 
Grins Jrs. and Rexona/Laguna 
FC were runner-up behind 
Team Rudy Project. 

According to Playa Calatagan 


gan 


All set for Pacific poker 


THE PACIFIC POKER PALACE 
Cup kicks off Sept. 29 with over 
P1.5 million at stake at the Air- 
port Casino Filipino. 

Ben dela Cruz of Pacific Poker 
Palace said entry fee is P30,000 
with one optional rebuy of 
P20,000. 

Satellite games for the Pacific 


and 


Newcomers take centerstage at Sta. Ana Park 


PROMISING NEWCOMERS, BOTH LOCAL 
and imported highlight todays rich race 
stakes for two-year-olds at the Sta. Ana Park. 

General Onay heads the field in the 
P450,000 PCSO Special Maiden race, a 
1,450-meter event for first-time starters 
previously known as the PCSO Sweep- 
stakes Race. 

Fresh off his victory in the PCSO Trail 
Race last Sept. 4, the "island born" galloper 
will race under the banner of businessman- 
sportsman Hermie Esguerra. 


project director Martin Caudal, 
the pristine white sand beaches 
of Playa Calatagan are perfect 
for a beach football touma- 
ment. 

“Aside from being an ideal 
venue for beach-based sporting 
events, Playa Calatagan also of- 
fers other recreational activities 
for players and sports enthusi- 
asts,” said Caudal. 

The 92-hectare Playa Calata- 


tourism estate designed around 
a beach community. 

Interested parties may call 
8500594 or 0920-9549688 or 
e-mail playacalatagan@landco- 
pacific.com. 


Poker Palace Cup is everyday. 
Dela Cruz said P100,000 
tournaments is every Thursday 


P50,000 
Tuesday. 
For inquiries, visit pacificpok- 
erpalace.com or call 8338542, 
8541305, 09202225939. 
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SundayS PORTS 
National club champions square off at Eagle Ridge 


Country Club in Gen. Trias, Cavite. 

For the three NTCC winners, it will 
be a once-in-a-lifetime chance to see 
some of the world's best women 
golfers compete for the ‘coveted 
“Champion of Champions" title. 

Winners of the Ladies Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) Tour, leading 
money winners from the Japan Ladies. 
Professional Golf Association (JLPGA), 
Korea Ladies Professional Golf Associ- 
ation (KLPGA) Tour, Ladies European 


continues to grab the spotlight. 


championships. 

In 1999, the pride of Calapan City, 
Oriental Mindoro, reached the second 
round in the Las Vegas edition of the 
annual event, yielding to Armenian Su- 
per GM and eventual finalist Vladimir 
Akopian. 


Tour (LET), Australian Ladies Profes- 
sional Golf (ALPG), Duramed Futures 
Tour, Ladies Asian Golf Tour (LAGT) 
and the top player from the continent. 
of Africa will qualify to play in the HS- 
BC Women's Champions, making this 
one of the most prestigious golf com- 
petitions in Asia. 

The inaugural HSBC Women's 
Champions will give away 0552 mil- 
lion in prizes ($300,000 to the win- 
ner), the largest purse for a women's 


.woodpushers, GM Susanto Megaranto 
—€— 


Handling black, Paragua also capital- 
ized on a blunder by Indian IM Prasad 
Arun to prevail in 50 moves of a semi- 
Slav and rise to 2.5 points in the com- 
pany of So, who posted the day's fastest 
win by ripping Iranian IM Мопега 
Mahjoobzardast in 20 moves of a Рис 


event in Asia, and will be played at the. 
prestigious Tanah Merah Country Club 
in Singapore. 

On the local front, the NTCC, which 
has staged the mens' and ladies' com- 
petition for the past two years, has 
added two new events: the seniors di- 
vision and the team competition. The 
team event results will be based on the 
collective performance of each partici- 
pating club's entries. 

Club champions as of May 1, 2007 


ack on track 


defense. 

The 13-year.old So, taking advan- 
tage of the Iranians undeveloped 
queenside pieces, took а pawn with his 
rook that would either lead to a mate or 
a winning position. 

Laylo, seeing action in his first tour- 
nament after serving a six-month sus- 
pension slapped by the National Chess. 
Federatin of the Philippines, defeated 
Mongolian Fide Master Tsegmed 
Batchuluun. 

Grandmaster Eugene Torre also set- 
бей for а draw against Chinese GM 
Zhou Weigi and was lodged at 2.0 
points in the company of local bets Kim 
Steven Yap and IM Richard Bitoon, who 
was still tangling with Bangladeshi IM 
Enamul Hossain at presstime. Yap 
bowed to Chinese GM Xu Jun. 

Indian IM GN. Gopal, conqueror of 
‘Torre in Round 2 and Antonio in Round 
3, is locked in a tight battle with Chi- 
nese GM Zhang Pengxiang. A victory 
will enable Gopal to catch up with 
Megaranto while a draw will put him at. 
3.5 points. 

The third round turned out to be 
miserable for the Filipinos with Turin 
Olympians Antonio, Paragua, Laylo 
and So dropping their games and Torre. 
and Dimakiling settling for draws. 

Laylo bowed to Megaranto, Paragua 
yielded to China's Li Chao while So was 
beaten by Zhang Pengxiang. 

Torre halved the point with Indian 
IM Prasad Arud and so did Dimakiling 
with Iranian FM Mehrdad Ardeshi. 

Bitoon, Yap and Voltaire Sevillano 
provided some relief when they 
stunned higher-rated opponents. 

1М Ronald Bancod finally barged in- 
to the win column after three straight 
defeats at the expense of Chinese 
Taipei's YuehWei Po. 


is the Philippines’ first 


on 22. There will be 
tournaments every 


CEREMONIAL BALL 
Philippine Bowling Congress executive vice president Jaime 
Dychauco touches off their | Ith Sta. Lucia East Tenpin Bowling 
Association tournament by rolling the cermonial ball. ucusrecsuz 


ESSI 


ball League. 


slate on bracket В. 


The win gave LSGH a 2-0 


San Sebastian College over- 
powered Chiang Kai Shek, 25- 
12, 25-13, giving it a 2-0 record 
to tie Canossa Academy in 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


are eligible to compete in the invita- 
tional tournament, but entries will be 
subject to the eligibility requirements 
of the NTCC. 

For inquiries on the NTCC, please 
call Jong Arcano or Chris Vida at 
8978808 local 261 or contact your re- 
spective clubs. Details are also avail- 
able at pilipinasgolf.com, the website 
of the country's two leading golf publi- 
cations Inguinen Gour and Golf Digest 
Philippines. 


Tt's all about 
toughness' 
as Eagles, 
Tigers collide 


From page A21 


these series of frenzied battles will face the 
University of the East Warriors, who earned 
the first championship berth as a bonus for 
winning all 14 assignments in the elimination 
round. 

For Ateneo, the return trip to the Finals has 
taken a longer route because of its own doing. 
The Blue Eagles dropped to No. 3 after a sur- 
prise loss to National University in the final 
elimination day followed by a heartbreaker to 
rival La Salle in a playoff for the No. 2 spot. 

But coach Norman Black said his Eagles al- 
ready brushed off the upsetting twin setbacks. 

“Focus now is on UST," said Black. “Jervy 
Cruz is our number one concern. We have to 
keep him off the offensive boards and not let 
him dominate the paint." 

Cruz, the Tigers star center, leads the Most 
Valuable Player race after norming 16.7 
points, a league-best 15.4 boards and 14 
blocks per game. 

But Black noted that the Eagles also have to 
contend with the Tigers? perimeter shooters. 

“Their guards are quite big,” he said. “(Dy- 
lan) Ababou, (Anthony) Espiritu, (Mark) Can- 
las, they have an assortment of guys there 
who have good shots." 

And this reliable bunch keyed the Tigers’ 
semifinal survival by eliminating the Far East- 
ет Tamaraws in a playoff for the No. 4 spot. 

UST routed Ateneo, 87-74, in the first 
round, but the Eagles scored sweet revenge in 
their next encounter when rookie guard Kirk 
Long buried a buzzer-beater for a 72-71 tri- 
umph. 

“а ang usapan sa playoff (The playoff is a 
different story),” a usually cracking Jarencio 
said in a serious tone. “Tingnan natin ang tibay 
nila, basta kami matibay kami (We're tough, 
let's see how tough they аге)” 


LSGH spikers score 


LA SALLE-GREEN HILLS CAME 
back strong in the second and 
third sets to beat Hope Chris- 
tian School, 16-25, 25-13,25-12 
in the Petron Treats Boys Volley- 


bracket A of this league sup- 
ported by Shakey's, Toby's, 
Dunkin Donuts, Mikasa and 
Asics. 

Claret School posted a 25-13 
25-19 victory over St. Anthony 
to take a 4-1 record in bracket 
D. 

University of the East 
whipped PIQC, 25-15 25-20, for 
24-0 slate in bracket B. Marlon 
Bernardino, Contributor 


SPORTSWATCH 


Tafiamor, Tipon, Payla banner Ostrava squad 
TWO-TIME OLYMPIAN HARRY TANAMOR AND DOHA ASIAN GAMES 
gold medalists Joan Tipon and Violito Payla will spearhead the Philip- 
pine boxing team that will see see action in the Grand Prix Ostrava to ba 
held in the Czech Republic's third largest city. The week-long slugfest to 
be participated in by top boxers from Europe and Asia will serve as. 
training for the upcoming World Championships, according to Manny T. 
Lopez, president of the Amateur Boxing Association of the Philippines. 


Amateur boxers tangle in 30-match series 

AT LEAST 60 AMATEUR BOXERS WILL FIGHT IT OUT IN 30 MATCHES 
when the PCSO Amateur Boxing Series kicks off its September sched- 
ule today at the Cantada Sports Center in Taguig City. Leading the field 
are Abap national pool members Bill Vicera, Michael Paragoso, Orlando 
Tacuyan Jr. and Joegen Ladon. Vicera squares off with Paragoso and 
Tacuyan Jr. tangles with Ladon. The amatet 
tured at a later date on the weekly program, "Fistorama" over NBN-4. 


Pinoy Backyard Breeders group holds first derby 
THE NEWLY-FORMED PINOY BACKYARD BREEDERS ASSOCIATION 
(PBBA) holds its first cockfight derby at the Cainta Fair Center Coliseum 
today. The special 3-stag derby beginning at 5 p.m. offers P300,000 to 
the winners. As bonus, a "fastest win" award worth P10,000 will also be 
handed out. The list of entries include Kabilang sa STCA Saknong, PR 


boxing event will be fea- 


Titans and Brian K entry. For more details, call 655-3334. 


Expected to provide a serious challenge 
forthe top spot is Luna Rossa, an entry from 
the Jose Quiros Racing Stable by Conquis- 
tarose out of Siete Legues. 

Others in the hunt for the P300,000 top 
pot are Twin Turbo, Fearless Ninz, Enjoy- 
able, Aspirations and Sir Frederick. 

Meanwhile, six up-and-coming two- 
year-old imports from the US will get a 
Chance to show their wares in the P800,000 
Philracom Imported Stakes Race over 
1,450-meters. 


Weder Weder Lang from the US is expect- 
ed to be highly-rated coming off a rousing 
debut performance over 900-meters two 
weeks ago at the same track. 

The filly zipped the 900-meter distance 
inher first official start on local track. 

Owned by Jan Micheal Santos and 
trained by veteran Jose “Bojie” Fernandez, 
Weder Weder Lang can expect a good chal- 
lenge from fellow US-bred Frolic, Chowder 
Head, Fierce Fighter, Brazhovie and Angel 
Eunice. 
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SundaySPORTS MA: 


Pacquiao a hot favorite 


Odds still tilted 
towards Filipino 
boxing superstar 


By Recah Trinidad 
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Umbrellas 
trigger “storm” 
in presscon 


GMA-7 PUBLIC- 
ity officer Bar- 
bette Atienza 

(а still in a 
good ^ mood 
when I first 

talked to her 

early yesterday 
morning, just 
before ^ the 

scheduled 9 

am. “sendoff” 

press confer- 
ence for Manny Pacquiao. 

Barbette, who used to cover the sports 
beat for print, said she had just arrived at 
Gourdo's, site of the presscon jointly host- 
ed by GMA 7 and Solar Entertainment, 
who were also signing a contract that day 
for the television coverage of the Pac- 
quiao-Barrera fight in Las Vegas on Oct. 
7. 

1 promised Barbette I would show up, 
even if it was a column day and I would 
have to skip my 11 a.m. radio program. 

However, just as I was getting ready to 
go, it started raining cats and dogs. I de- 
cided to abandon all plans of leaving the 
house. 


LOS ANGELES—IT'S UNUSUALLY COLD HERE, 
but scorching odds favoring Manny Pacquiao to 
repeat over Mexico's Marco Antonio Barrera in 
their next encounter have remained unchanged 
as the Filipino boxing superstar returns today to 
this charming capital where all the great things 
started for him. 

"Trainer Nonoy Neri, who sidelines as nutritionist, 
went to Chinatown to get live native chicken, in place 
of the frozen grocery variety, for Pacquiao's favorite 
tinola dinner; team assistant Alex Obero pitted the 
mattress with fresh linen, but there’s no new move- 
ment over the betting windows where Pacquiao has re- 
mained an overwhelming minus-350 favorite. 

Plainly put, the Sportsbook posting says a $350 bet 
оп Pacquiao would pay only $100, while a hundred 
bucks on Barrera would yield $250, with the money = 


difference unchanged since Pacquiao last departed = TS Y 
Ж TAN П 
AD ; 


from here on Aug. 10. 
Е 
= Na n 
ym iv 


Pacquiao, who has totalled 111 rounds of sparring in 

Cebu City, was declared hundred per cent ready by his 
IF REPORTS coming out of Marco Antonio Barrera’s training camp are true, then Manny Pacquiao 
should find his rematch going the same way as the first bout. POIPHOTO 


Barrera knocked out? 


“There's no scheduled Pacquiao activity here Sunday 
By Marc Anthony Reyes 


Beth Celis 


After lunch, I called up Barbette for 
an update. This time, though, she no 
longer sounded cheerful. Usually an 
easygoing person, Barbette was very 
angry exasperated and ready to wage 
war 

In between grunts and deep sighs, 
Barbette informed me that the “Will to 
Win” fight card would be aired 
live—well, almost, give or take a few 
minutes on radio and television. 

Other scribes who attended said the 
presscon was really one big sendoff for 
Pacquiao. 

‘The big story, according to one of the 
scribes, was that Barbette was mobbed 


bysome guests over umbrellas. 


but he's set to resume full-blasttraining—a long mom- 
ing jog and afternoon gym duties—Monday for the fi- 
nal push in preparation against the 33-year-old Bar- 
rera, who has been tipped to come at his fiercest best. 
“Pacquiao has always been on my mind, an ugly 
thom on my side,” Barrera has been quoted as saying. 


Passion for revenge 

Barrera's consuming passion for revenge has be- 
come the main theme of the rematch and has helped 
build the fight into a sure blockbuster 

But based on the views of experts, not to mention the 
established facts, Barrera will have to ride on make-be- 
lieve to convirice himself he can turn the tables on Pac- 
quiao, who knocked him out in Texas four years ago. 

“Everything ready" fight teacher Eric Brown 
hollered from the counter of the Wild Card gym shortly 
before lunch yesterday. 

There has been a hunger for Pacquiao here, where 
he has become the top attraction, as evidenced by the 
many calls asking about the date of his retum. 

The crafty, battle-scarred Barrera, tipped by Pac- 
quiao as the hardest puncher of all Mexicans he has 
fought, lost the WBC 130-Ib. crown to Juan Manuel 
Marquez last March. 

Pacquiao, for his part, had a tentative start, got cut 
with a headbutt, before jumping in to crush and stop 
the unbeaten Jorge Solis in Texas last April. 

Their careers had taken separate paths, and it took 
four years to arrange the rematch, during which Pac- 
quiao moved onto a higher plain, both in skills and 
physicality. 

But, without bothering to elaborate, Barrera swore 
he would report to the fight with renewed vigor and a 
special technique. 

Pacquiao kept mum but his trainer, Freddie Roach, 
went direct to the point about the core of their anti 
Barrera plot. 

“We will make him work every minute of every 


wristwatch and diamond-stud earring. 

‘At one point of the press conference, his import- 
ed sparring partners, Mexicans Sugar Ray Beltran 
and David Rodela, vouched for Pacquiao's pre- 
paredness, citing how the Filipino boxing icon's 
punches were like swings from a baseball bar. 

“We still have 26 hellish rounds with him,” said 
one of the sparmates who worked out with Pac- 
quiao after the presscon at the Wild Card gym in 
Parafiaque. 

‘They were to join him and trainer Freddie Roach 
late last night on a flight to the United States for the 
homestretch of his training. 

“He's my favorite fighter of all time,” said Roach, 
who also denied previous weeks’ reports that he 
sent out spies at Barrera's camp. 

“Idon't have any spy. We don't need any spy,” 
added the trainer. 

Pacquiao knocked out Barrera in the 11th-round 
during their first date in November of 2003, a result 
that practically put the Filipino in the radar of 
megabuck fights. 


IF REPORTS ARE ACCURATE ENOUGH, MAN- 
ny Pacquiao should have no problem finishing 
off Marco Antonio Barrera in Las Vegas two 
weeks from now. 

The latest buzz out of the Mexican's camp could 
be ominous: Barrera was knocked out by a spar- 
mate in Guadalajara, Mexico. 

That was the report passed around during yes- 
terday's send-off breakfast for Pacquiao at Gourdo's 
in The For. 

He refused to comment about it, going his usual 
route and declaring that he will be 100 percent ful- 
ју charged for his super featherweight rematch 
against the “Baby-Faced Assassin” on Oct. 7 atthe 
Mandalay Bay. 

“Hindi natin alam kung ano ang mangyayari sa. 
fight, pero sigurado akong gagawin ko ang lahat (1 
can’t say what will happen in the fight except that 
Til give it my best shod,” Pacquiao quipped flashing 
asmile that matched the shine of his gold Rolex 


‘The way I understand it, work for this 
presscon was divided between Solar and 
GMA 7. Solar was supposed to invite the 
sports media while GMA 7 took care of 
entertainment beat reporters. 

What neither group had not expected 
was the appearance of gatecrashers—en- 
tities who claim to be members of the 
media but are not. They present all sorts 
of fake IDs with strange sounding publi- 
cation names at the reception desk. 

But they usually manage to get into 
even the most exclusive media confe- 
rences. 

Its easy to spot them. They usually eat 
the equivalent of three meals in one sit- 
ting and make sure there are leftovers to 
stow away in a plastic bag. 

If they're lucky, they even manage to 
extort some cash from VIPs. These enti- 
ties are collectively called “haoshiaos.” 

Anyway, when the "haoshiaos" saw 
that Barbette was giving away umbrel- 
las to the media, they rushed over to 
her, each one demanding an umbrella 
from her, too. 

Barbette, who by now is familiar 
with their faces, recognized them and 
politely refused. 

АШ hell broke loose as the fake me- 
dia people screamed and raved, leav- 
ing Barbette with no choice but to give 
each of the haoshiaos an umbrella. In 
exchange for her life. 

No wonder Barbette was in a fight- 
ing mood when she got back to the of- 
fice. 


round,” Roach told the Inquirer, while explaining Bar- 
тега is incapable of peak performance for an entire 
three-minute round. 

Who knows? Maybe Barrera has found a potion in 
his secluded training camp in Guadalajara that could 
restore the vigor in his legs, which disobeyed and failed 
him in the closing rounds of his title defense against 
Marquez. 


Lascuna eyes Fortis slot 


KUALA LUMPUR--TONY LASCUNA IS HO- 
ping a return to his favorite hunting ground 
will bolster the Philippines’ hopes in the Fortis 
International Challenge at Kota Permai Golf 
and Country Club next week. 

Таѕсиба will partner Gerald Rosales and 
bid for one of five tickets at stake to the 
‘Omega Mission Hills World Cup in China in 
November against 19 other two-man nations 
from Asia, Europe and Africa. 

Areturn to Malaysia will bring happy mem- 
ories as Lascufia triumphed in a local event 
earlier this year and then finished runner-up 


Fall came a little early a freakish storm sent temper- 
atures dipping—from 100 degrees the other week to 
60 degrees yesterday—but the weatherman said Mon- 
day would be mild and sunny, perfect for Pacquiao 
when he runs in the moming, before driving to the 
gym in his black Х1550 Mercedes two-seater, which 
was given the check-up and a four-mile test-drive 
through cold, drizzly streets here. 


RP Int'l golf 
show starts 
next month 


LOCAL DISTRIBUTORS OF THE WORLD'S 
biggest brands in golf will join the 12th edi- 
tion of the Philippine International Golf 
Show on Oct. 19-21 at Megatrade Hall 2, 
Level 5, Bldg B of SM Megamall in Man- 
daluyong City. 

Close to fifty companies involved in the dis- 
tribution of golf products as well a5 service 
providers and media entities are putting their 
new lines on display before another expected 


in the Iskandar Johor Open last month. 

“1 believe in my partner Gerald as he has a 
very good game and I am confident we can go 
on to qualify for China,” said Lascufia, who 
was unsuccessful in his first qualifying cam- 
paign in 2000. 

Lascufia has produced some sparkling golf 
in recent times where he was also tied third in 
the Brunei Open earlier this month. 

Now that he has virtually sealed his top-60 
place on the Asian Tour's UBS Order of Merit 
which will give him full playing rights for the 
2008 season. 


Interschool kart race listing slated 


Tr was just like old times when I visited 
the PBA office in Libis last week. 

Familiar faces like those of OIC Sonny 
Barrios and former legal counsel Butch 
Cleofe, who was also visiting, greeted me. 

Sonny was busy preparing the budget 
for the 2007-2008 season that will be pre- 


sented to the board during the first meet- 
ing in Macau, and the new playing rules 
which will have to be formally approved. 

19% true that chair Tony Chua reports 
regularly at the PBA. He was there too, 
when I visited. Had his hands full with 
paperwork. 

Incidentally, while Solar will produce 
the opening day extravaganza of the PBA. 
this October, it will still be ABC 5 that will. 
airit. 


MIKE Casimiro breezes through a practice round. 


AFTER DRAWING A HUGE FIELD OF 
entries at La Salle last week, the reg- 
istration for the 3rd TRS Interschool 
Kartfest moves on to the College of 
St. Benilde this week from Sept. 24- 
29. 

The students may enter as a team 
of six at the registration booths that 
will be set up in various schools and 
malls for the event organized by Tu- 
ason Racing School (TRS). 

The competition has two cate- 


gories—the team endurance гасе 
and the individual sprint race. The 
endurance teams that achieve the 
best lap times will represent their 
school and advance to the finals 
where they will go head-to-head 
with the other school teams in a 
two-hour race. The fastest karters 
from each school will battle in a 10- 
lap sprint race. 

‘The Interschool Kartfest is a site 
where students can represent their 


school in an event where sports- 
manship, camaraderie and team 
spirit are in play. 

Other participating schools in- 
clude St. Benilde, Ateneo, Don 
Bosco Mandaluyong, Don Bosco 
Makati, San Beda Alabang, 
Kalayaan College, Mapua, UB Asia 
Pacific College, and University of 
Asia & the Pacific. 

For details, call 8177795 or email 
info@tuasonracing.com. 


~ == Casimiro joins Italy event 


MIKE CASIMIRO OF 02KART RACING WILL 
be leaving for Italy as the Philippines’ ROK 
Seniors bet to the 2007 ROK World Cup set 
Oct. 11-14, at the South Garda Karting Track 


in Lonato. 


Casimiro was chosen after emerging the 
current overall leader in the ROK Seniors divi- 
sion of the 2007 Asian Karting Open Champi- 
onship. Teammate Ken Monzones will be joi 

ing him in Italy after placing second overall in 
the ongoing 2007 Shell Helix Super Karting 


Series. 


“We're eyeing at least a podium finish,” said 
Casimiro. “Its a big challenge 
against more experienced rivals. This is a fight 
for the national flag and we'll do our best." 


ing up 


Aside from being the Asian Karting Open 


Rok Seniors leader, Casimiro continues to pre- 
serve his grip of solo leadership in the Shell 
Helix Super Karting Series. 

Casimiro is also third overall in the pre- 
miere Formula 125 Seniors Open behind the 
frontrunning Stefano Marcelo and the sec- 


ond-running Matteo Guidicelli. 


banner audience. 

“There's no more space available and we're 
ready to go,” declared Gerald Raymundo, 
President of the organizer, Golf Distributors 
Association of the Philippines and Golf Show 
Chairman Ana Herrera. 

Sponsors are pouring in with the special 
participation of the world-renowned American 
Eye Center as silver sponsor and Revicon Max, 
Metrobank Platinum and Megatrade Hall as 
bronze sponsors. 

Media partners are Solar Sports Network, 
PHILIPPINE Dany INQUIRER, INQUIRER Golf Maga- 
zine and Golf Digest Philippines. Ingumen бош 
and Golf Digest are also launching their joint 
website, pilipinasgolfcom, during the show. 
For details call 8451324 or visit golf- 
show@fairsandmore.com.ph. 

PARTICIPATING DISTRIBUTORS: Acro Industrial Doieop- 
ment Corsucin, Aina Enterprises, Mercdo Marketing, Bo- 
sas Shoes, Dunlop Stazenger, Electrobus Consolidated, Gainar's 
Marketing, Golf King, бойрго Intemational, Kart Plaza, Pacsports 
Philippines, Raymundo Торе, Tansvew Got, WS Sports, 
Business Handlers Mating, Сара! Gaines, Dynamic Sports, 
Fess Fist, G & W Clubshares, GG & A Cub Shares Brokers, GT 
‘Turfworks, Global Brands, Malaysian Tourism Board, Namis бой, 
New Smart Formulae Trading, Pacific Sports Network (Tayior- 
made). Pagcor, PGA Tours. Philippine Tourism Authority. Philven- 
tures Marketing (Nivea), Rudy Project and Thunderbird Resorts. 
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BARRY Bonds will leave his heart in San Francisco, and nothing else. After surpassing Hank Aaron's homerun record, Bonds bid farewell to the Giants, saying the team asked him to leave. 


SF Giants say goodbye to Bonds 


SAN FRANCISCO—BARRY BONDS 
is finished in San Francisco. 

The Giants told Bonds they will not 
bring him back next season, ending an 
era in which he became the career 
home run champion and a lightning rod 
for the steroids debate in baseball. 

“ts always difficult to say goodbye,” 
Giants owner Peter Magowan said Friday. 
“There comes a time when, I think, you 
have to move in a different direction.” 

Оп his website, Bonds said he wasn't 
done. 

"There is more baseball in me and I 
plan on continuing my career. My quest. 
for a World Series ring continues," he 
said. 

Magowan told Bonds in person 
Thursday night. 

"Т think he knew the decision was 
coming. I don't think it was surprising to 
him. I think, naturally, he was disap- 
pointed,” Magowan said. 

“1 do believe he's the greatest player 


of his generation, one of the greatest 
players of all time. And it was a great 
advantage to have a player of his caliber 
on our team for all those years.” 

The 43-year-old Bonds broke Hank 
Aaron's record with his 756th home run 
оп Aug. 7. Bonds has spent the past 15 
seasons of his 22-year big league career 
with the Giants, and signed a $15.8 mil- 
lion, one-year contract for this season. 

But he hasn't played since Sept. 15 
because of a sprained right big toe, and 
he wasn't in the Giants lineup Thursday 
night for the opener of what probably 
will be his final homestand with San 
Francisco, which signed him as a free 
agent in December 1992. 

Shadowed by steroid speculation for 
the past few years, Bonds has hit 28 
homers this season, raising his career 
total to 762. The seven-time NL MVP 
was batting 279 with 66 RBIs. 

Prior to the toe injury, he had been 
mostly healthy, playing 125 games go- 


ing into this weekend. The left fielder 
had 2,935 career, hits before Friday 
night's game against Cincinnati 

Despite Bonds personal achieve- 
mens, the season has been a disap- 
pointing one for the Giants, who are 
mired deep in last place in the NL West. 

“We've heard for a long time that the 
Giants are an old team and want to get 
younger, so we're not surprised,” said 
Bonds agent, Jeff Borris. "Barry is their 
oldest player, but qualitatively he's their 
best player” 

“He's still planning on playing next 
year, irrespective of whether it's an AL 
or NL team,” he said. 

Bonds has long denied using perfor- 
mance-enhancing drugs, but fans across 
the country have greeted him with plac- 
ards inscribed with asterisks—baseball- 
fan shorthand for the belief that his 
record is hopelessly tainted by allega- 
tions of steroid abuse. 

Even the person who paid $752,467 


Utah Jazz, Kirilenko part ways 


SALT LAKE CITY—UTAH JAZZ FOR- 
ward Andrei Kirilenko is set to walk 
away from $63 million remaining on 
his NBA, the Salt Lake Tribune re- 
ported Friday. 

After translating an interview 
given to Russia's Sport Express 
newspaper, the Tribune reported 
Kirilenko said he is ready to leave 


for Bonds historic 756th home run has 
threatened to stamp it with an asterisk. 

Inastatement, Bonds said he believes 
the Giants made the decision long ago 
not to bring him back for next season. 

“Although I am disappointed, Ive al- 
ways said baseball is a business, and Ire- 
spect their decision,” Bonds said. “How- 
ever, Lam saddened and upset that I was 
not given an earlier opportunity to prop- 
erly say goodbye to you, my fans, and 
celebrate with the city throughout the 
season as I truly believe this was not a 
last-minute decision by the Giants, but 
‘one that was made some time ago.” 

Bonds had said he wanted to finish 
his career in the comfort of his home- 
town, where his father, Bobby, played 
alongside his godfather, Willie Mays. 

“I would have loved nothing more 
than to retire as a Giant in the place 
where 1 call home and have shared so 
many momentous moments with all of 
you,” hesaid. 


the NBA and would most like to 
play in Moscow, leaving behind his 
big-money deal for his homeland. 
“Lam prepared to go without it, 

the Tribune quotes Kirilenko as say- 
ing. “This is a lot of money, even for 
an NBA club. So what? Maybe this 
money could go to pay for more 


"I have never been unfair and I 
don't want to enjoy something that 
1 don't deserve. Big money is obvi- 
ously good but Im prepared to 
make less. The size of my salary 
doesn't mean that much to me. The 
main thing is to play with a spark. 

“Т am ready for anything. I just 


THERE will be no title celebrations between 


players or for something else. 


need to leave Utah Jazz." 


AFP 


Andrei Kirilenko and the Jazz. 


залез 


Jankovic snaps Davenport's comeback streak 


BEIJING--JELENA JANKOVIC ENDED 
the eight-match Asian win streak of 
Lindsay Davenport, halting the Ameri- 
can's career comeback, 6-3, 7-5, to reach 
the final of the China Open on Saturday. 

‘The semifinal victory provided sweet 
revenge for the Serb second seed, who 
came up short in an ill-tempered quar- 
terfinal to the 31-year-old Californian in 
Bali eight days ago, an event Davenport 
went on to win. 

Jankovic earned her first victory 


against Davenport after four defeats and 
now stands just one win from her fifth 
title ofthe season. 

The second seed will play on Sunday 
against the winner from Hungarian 
sixth seed Agnes Szavay and China's last 
hope Peng Shuai, competing in a semi- 
final at home for the second year in suc- 
cession. 

However Davenport will return more 
than satisfied to California with her 
three-month-old son Jagger after prov- 


ing to herself this month that she stil 
has the game to compete with the elite 
on the WIA. 

‘The three-time grand slam winner re- 
tired after Beijing a year ago, ready to 
devote time to starting a family. By the 
time she gave birth last June, she was 
ready to give her sport another try. 

By all accounts, her Bali title last 
weekend—the 52nd of her career—and 
this week in Beijing will have convinced 
her to return to the court. 


She has said she will play a final event 
this season in Quebec, Canada, before 
making a decision about whether to re- 
sume her career from early 2008. 

Jankovic had to fight to get the job 
done at the Beijing tennis center in a 
second set littered with service breaks in 
six of the last eight games. 

The 22-year-old Serb finally closed 
out the win in 90 minutes after losing 
her own serve four times and breaking 
Davenport on six occasions. 


DOPING FALLOUT 


UCI names 
Pereiro new 
Tour champ 


PARIS—OSCAR PEREIRO IS OFFICIALLY 
the champion of the 2006 Tour de France. 
Sort of. 

The UCI, cycling's governing body, 4 
clared the Spanish cyclist the winner Fi 
day, after arbitrators upheld results of a test 
that showed Floyd Landis, who had fin- 
ished first, used synthetic testosterone. 

“Following the decision of the competent 
American authority to sanction the Ameri- 
can cyclist Floyd Landis for doping, and in 
accordance with the International Cycling 
Unions regulation, the Spanish rider Oscar 
Pereiro is declared winner of the 2006 Tour 
de France,” the statement said. 

“The UCI has informed both the rider 
and the organizer of the event.” 

But Tour de France organizers say 
Pereiro will not get his crown quite 
yet—until it becomes clear whether Landis 
will appeal to the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport. He has a month to do so. 

“Oscar Pereiro will be the winner of the 
2006 Tour as soon as all the appeal proce- 
dures will be over,” Christian Prudhomme, 
the Tour de France race director, told Asso- 
ciated Press Television News. 

“We feel a bit Oscar Pereiro, who said 
himself that he would have preferred to 
have won under different circumstances,” 
Prudhomme said. 

The decision by arbitrators means Lan- 
dis, who repeatedly has denied using per- 
formance-enhancing drugs, is also subject 
to a two-year ban, retroactive to Jan. 30. 

The Landis case has dragged on for 14 
months, and Prudhorhme said he hoped cy- 
ding authorities would learn to handle 
such cases more quickly 


со» Big names light up Davis Cup matches 


LONDON—SWEDEN AND GER- 
many rallied Friday to ensure 
their Davis Cup semifinal matches 
will be decided on the final day. 
‘Thomas Johansson beat James 
Blake to put Sweden even at 1-1 
in its best-of-five series against 
the visiting United States, and 
Philipp Kohlschreiber did the 
same for Germany against 
defending champion Rus- 
sia by defeating fourth- 
ranked Nikolay Davy- 
denko. 

In the Davis Cup 
а playoffs, Roger Federer 
=", eamed a point for 
g2 Swizerdand аг the 
Czech Republic, No- 
vak Djokovic did the 
same for Serbia against 
Australia, and Tim Hen- 
man won what could be 
his final competitive singles 
match to help Britain take 

a20 lead over Croatia. 
The Americans, 
who own a record 
31 Davis Cup titles, 


FEDERER took a 1-0 lead when 


Andy Roddick beat Joachim Johansson 
75 (4), 7-6 (3), 63 in Goteborg. But 
Thomas Johansson pulled a point back 
by defeating Blake 6-4, 6-2, 3-6, 63. 

Russia got its first point in the opening 
match, with Igor Andreev beating Tom- 
my Haas 6-2, 6-2, 62. Kohlschreiber 
then gave the Germans a point by de- 
feating Davydenko 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-2, 4-6, 
75. 

Roddick broke Joachim Johansson for 
the only time in the match to lead 4-3 in 
the third set. The American, who fin- 
ished with 30 aces, then held at love for 
the 11th time to close out the match. Jo- 
hansson had 23 aces. 

Thomas Johansson, a former Aus- 
tralian Open champion, broke Blake's 
serve on his second break point to lead 
3-1 in the fourth set. That was all he 
needed, holding his serve the rest of the 
way 

Davydenko had a chance to lead 52 
in the third set but he wasted three 
break points. After holding serve in that. 
game, Kohlschreiber broke the Russian. 
inthe next to get back to 44. 

Federer, making his 2007 debut in the 
Davis Cup, beat Radek Stepanek, 6-3, 6 
2, 67 (4), 7-6 (5), with a spot in next 


o» 
2 Federer, Roddick, Djokovic hammer out victories 


year's World Group on the line. 

"It was a very tough match in the end, 
but it did not look it at the beginning 
Federer said. 

"Tomas Berdych made it 1-1 for the 
Czechs by beating Stanislas Wawrin- 
ka, 7-6 (2),64, 7-5. 

In September 2005, 

Federer helped 
Switzerland beat 
Britain 5-0 in the 
playoffs and did 
the same in a 41 
win over Serbia 
last year 

Djokovic easily beat Peter Luczak, 6- 
1, 64, 6-2, to give Serbia the lead, but 
Lleyton Hewitt put Australia back in the 
series by beating Janko Tipsarevic, 6-2, 
36,46, 6-1, 6-1. 

Djokovic broke Luczak twice and lost 
oniy two points on his serve in the first 
set. 

“1 must admit that I was more ner- 
vous today then when I played the US 
Open final," said Djokovic. 

Playing at Wimbledon one last time 
before retirement, Henman beat Roko 
Karanusic, 6-4, 6-3, 6-3, in the second 
singles match. AP 


DJOKOVIC: More nervous than in US Open. 
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By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


WHAT ARE 70-YEAR-OLDS SUPPOSED TO 
do? 

A lot of people would say that they should 
have stopped working at 65. 

But others think otherwise. One of them is 
Edilberto B. Bravo who, at 70, is very much into 


business. F 

“This is my passion. 1 
mue DM Jos 
want another сас help people. I provide jobs,” 
says Bravo, chair of U-Bix Corp. the distributor of 
Konica Minolta copiers in the Philippines. 

“Ber,” as he is more known, employs over 
4,000 people. He cofounded U-Bix Corp. with 
Enrique Belo, the father of famed liposuction sur- 
geon Vicki Belo. But he also owns Service Mas- 
ters, a 10-year-old janitorial services and custodi- 
al work firm that employs 3,200 people 


No slowdown 
He also owns Grappa's, the Italian restaurant, 
which he set up simply “because I love food." 
‘And last Aug. 1, he acquired the Kodak Imag- 
ing Center Philippines. Bravo definitely has no 
plansofslowing down. 


WITH wife, Fei, daughter- 
granddaughter Bianca, daughter Mary Ann 
and granddaughter Lara 
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He has renamed KiC into the U-Bix Data Cen- 
ter and plans to be aggressive in the business pro- 
‘services. With 350 employees, Bravo wants 
to grow this business from its current levels of 
about P120 million. 

He also plans to expand the Center to serve 
foreign clients. What it does is provide micro- 
filming, document scanning, database cre- 
ation and management, and offshore encod- 
ing and data entry. 

U-Bix is one of the top three providers of 
essential mail printing and letter shopping. 
What this means is it generates credit card 
statements, which are printed in huge vol- 
umes, but each is different from the other. 
The same goes for phone bills. 

On the scanning side, there remains a huge 
amount of documents that need to be converted. 
into film or digital forms. This provides a big op- 
portunity for the data center 


Sa 
Bravo did not start out as a businessman. 
After growing up in Capiz, he went to Manila 

for his law degree in the University of the Philip- 

pines. His parents were public school teachers in 
his hometown. 

After law school he joined the law firm of 
Ponce Enrile (father of Sen. Juan Ponce En- 
rile) but after a few years, he ventured into 
the business world and was accepted in the 
Citibank Executive Training, which counts 
among its graduates many past bank presi- 
dents such as the late Rafael Buenaventura, 
Edward Go and Xavier Loinaz. 

While working with Citibank, Bravo managed 


Edilberto 
Bravo 
should be 
enjoying 
his 
retirement. 
Instead, 
he intends 
tocontinue 
working 
and 


providing 


BRAVO inspects a new Konica Minolta copier machine 


7-Eleven opens doors to young 


entrepreneurs, 


PHILIPPINE SEVEN CORP, THE LICENSOR 
of world-renowned 7-Eleven, once again 
reinvents the franchising system that 
opens the door for early retirees and bud- 
ding entrepreneurs and take part in the 
highly successful 24-hour convenience 
store business. 

Dubbed the service agreement system, the 
revamped scheme introduces a more afford- 
able way for interested franchisees to become 
part of the 7-Eleven family. 

“With the service agreement, the oper- 
ator functions as a store manager, over- 
seeing the day-to-day operations of the 
store, aside from having a stake in the 
success of the business,” said Aimee Lim, 
PSC franchise divi- 
sion public rela- 
tons spokesper- 
son. 

Lim said the in- 
vestment require- 
ment of the service 
agreement system 
ranges from a low of 
P700,000 to about 
P1.5 million, de- 
pending on the 


early retirees 


Under the service agreement, fran- 
chisees will get 40-percent share of the 
profit with the rest of the pie going to the 
PSC. 

Cost of store operations will also be 
shared berween the two parties, with PSC 
handling merchandise cost, 60 percent of 
electricity and the monthly rent of the store 
while the franchisee takes care of operating 
expenses. 

7-Eleven is available for franchise in La 
Union, Baguio, Olongapo, Nueva Ecija, 
Pampanga, Bulacan, Laguna, Batangas, 
Quezon, Cavite, and Metro Manila. For in- 
quiries, call 726-9968, 0920-9508651 or 
visit www.7-eleven.com.ph. 
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stores historical 
performance. This 
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to put up a small business supply- 
ing Fuji photocopy paper to com- 
panies where his friends worked. 

He says he capitalized this with 
P5,000 but left the task of man- 
aging the firm to his wife, Felina 
Aldecoa, as he was working full- 
time with the bank. 

Initially, he was supplying 
Fuji Xerox paper. But when the 
Japanese took over the firm, 
he was left in the cold as the 
firm now went direct to the 
dients. A few years later, in 
1972, he decided to pursue the 
business, becoming the exclu- 
sive distributor for Konica М- “ 
пока printers and copiers. 

He partnered with Belo who 
also came from Capiz and set up 
U-Bix for P50,000. 

Irony in business 

UBix grew. Today it has 22000 
machines leased out all over the coun- 
try The irony of it, he says, is that de- 
spite the advances in technology and 
all the buzz about going paperless, peo: 
ple still need photocopiers. 

He says the copying business has 
grown from about P100 milion 12 years 
ago toa billion peso sector today. 

Bravo says color made the difference. With 
color copiers, businesses want their reports and 
presentations in color. With a P10 difference in a 
page of black and white and color copies, this still 
spells out big business. 

‘Bravo is not stopping any time soon. 

He says his being a lawyer helped him in his 
path to entrepreneurship. 

“The UP Law School disciplines you to focus 
and to think of the point of view of the opponent. 
When you become a businessman you see things 
from the other person's perspective,” he said. 

His current preoccupation is building a golf 
course (he is a big golf player) in the province. 
Guided for the past 20 years by a spiritual direc- 
tor some of his friends had urged him to build a 
chapel in the place. He did. 

He feels his way of paying back is employing 
more people. “I love Service Masters—look at the 
number of people who earn from me.” 


‘Get ready forthe | 
төз of your Ша” 


BRAVO with granddaughter Bianca 
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Unit 9, Adolfo C. Fick Bldg... H. Cortes Street cor. Ayala 

оса. Mandaue City * Telephone (032)344-0417 1018 

Davao Office: Unit 8, Aala Bldg... McArthur Highway, Malina’ 
Davao City * Telephone (082}305-1016 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SundayBiz SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 
Leadership lessons from the modern-day hero 


j ое THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS Say mecum "| НЕ WALKED AWAY FROM $1 
| meno: Pen tenn Pps ааа та тт million а year. He forfeited ће Д LEADER’ 
: luxury and status afforded to a ER S WAY 
professional football star. In a 
nation where athletes are wor- 
shipped, he chose the anonymi- 
То» ty of serving his country 
БАР. | halfway around the world. 
eptember 29,2007 (Saturday Ma Restaurant Greenbelt 1, Greenbelt Park, Ayala Center, Makati ity. - A4 Ultimately, Pat Tillman sacri- 
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 8:00AM > — AUCTION STARTS AT 9:00AM ficed his life to protect the Unit- 


MINDANAO PR “алыс 
What сап we learn from the the benefits of their sacrifices 


man who may be America's without having to endure their 
GEN. AIDS рее wid —— most well-known casualty іп hardships. = 
St. BRGY. DADANGAS Sch) иды | cox Samal Sts. INSULAR the war on terror? More than Perhaps for this reason, we 
Text HS M Be pic: 1,220818 BRL E can be written in a simple arti- feel a sense of entitlement. We 
POE NO | ecg dle, certainly, but three lessons feel like the world owes us a life 
и |; amare | је " S onas Coma. LOT stand out: of ease and affluence. Children 
овое 1. А leader chooses purpose expect to be paid allowances, 
CELA SUBD By a eres over perks. and teens assume they'll be 
O mn T 2. The glory of a leader is to handed keys to a new car when 
TANSO nam PA Asam ne ہس اسا‎ sacrifice for the common good. they turn 16. We feel deprived 
Ра d E RES 3. Aleader's sacrifice may not without wireless Internet, TiVo, 
be compensated with rewards, and HDTV. 
Counter to modern culture, 
Purpose over perks leaders know no entitlement. 
E don't allow dollar They think in terms of creating 
res to dictate how they rather than consuming. They 
EBES koa Paa Mn Ba Pres P1 834200 make decisions. Rather, leaders value corporate welfare above 
sami елй aid po Ba NORTH H СОТОВАТО dig within to bring out the best individual security Pat Till- 
uum A baa et 5 they have to offer to the manslifebears ош this philoso- 


world—regardless of the com- phy In his mind, it was unthink- 
NA Ba ice: P1 aoe 240 қарма pensation. Also, they aren't se- able to enjoy Ше in the USA 
әм acors AGRI LOT na duced into settling for a life of while soldiers protected his 
PAC Fi maranan, luxury. Leaders have a burning freedom abroad. He felt com- 
E MM PAALIS By kaman, passion to make а difference. Ав pelled to be the protector, not 
DEN cis Suen Bo Mn. Bid Prce:P2361.970 SOUTH COTABATO | 2 755 they willingly put the one enjoying the benefits of 
ipa Eun um СОТ themselves on the front lines protection. 
Na зм Sce POSL LOT WI literally in Tillman's case) to be 
MOTORPOO. in the place of greatest respon- No pay, no rewards 
sibility. ‘Tragically, Pat Tillman gave 
Pat Tillman had been offered the ultimate sacrifice to his 
a three-year, $3.6 million con- country. His selflessness and 
tract with the Arizona Cardi- bravery led to his death on the 
nals football team before he en- battlefield. 
listed in the army. He could Leaders cannot be certain of 
have cashed in on it, retired in the costs their sacrifice will re- 
CAGAYAN DE ORO his early 30s, and lived com- шіге of them. For every soldier 
RIO Sio NNO fortably the rest of his life with- who stands victoriously after 
LA 2590 sqm (200 matas away bom 2 out ever setting foot in the маг has been won, another 
Chen Da Oan O Corse Afghanistan. soldier lies lifeless on the battle- 
Mex Ва Pic: P777,000 Yet, Pat Tillman was a leader, field. Many times, a leader pays 
air с and he wasn't about to compro- the ultimate price with no re- 
а: mise his sense of duty. He loved ward but the hope of bettering 
his country, and he recognized the lives around him or he: 
his talents would be well-suited | Pat Tillman was an American 
to serve US interests оп the bat- hero. His life serves to remind 
Ру iam o Ex X tefield. us of the tremendous sacrifices 
ессе d м Ly “Pat knew his purpose in we may be asked to make as 
атаи [e life," said Dave McGinnis, Til. leaders. Also, his story brings to 
SAM SCT3S HOUSE & LOT man's former coach with the mind the courageous men and 
Ê Tg en nca. e Ta Tass item Cardinals. “He proudly walked women serving overseas. We 
БА аА atom | ene LORIE | away from a career in football thank them for their sacrifice, 
ui to a greater calling.” and we wish them safety and a 
зм sore aso Lor wr à speedy return home. 
1A2 Si sm Sacrifice for common good (For information on John 
[rre rer In America, we are quick to Maxwell 's in-house or public 
‘SAM TGM4S1 AGRI RAW LAND, assert our individual rights and leadership or teamwork work- 
MESA Se slow to exercise our responsibil- shops, please email us at binger- 
ecd erar n ity to the community. The gen- icta@gmailcom or call 813- 
erations who persevered 2049/2732 and ask for Bing. 
through the Great Depression Text MAXWELL ON to 4632 
and the World Wars are passing (Smart) to get daily SMS leader- 
from the stage. We are reaping ship insights from Maxwell.) 


> 


2701 sm РА 
sasora RSDLLOT 


mme. РЕБЕР“ | Business tips from 


510. NNO COMMUNITY Dry Мага. 


mei Asia's ‘Mr. No Frills’ 


эм эстаз nent tor 
I. ANE HE WAS A HIGH-FLYING COR- for Philippine business to learn. 
Win B Pree P1 377425 porate executive from a global valuable Jessons from Mr. Fer- 
music brand six years ago. Then nandes strategies in turning 
BAGA only 37, Malaysian Tony Fer- around a company from 
Do be masimasi | nandes drove a company bankruptcy into one of Asia's 
mor I SULTAN KUDARAT | Jaguar listened to а 510,00. most imaginative airline,” said 
[x d ton. asas JETAN KUDABAT | stereo system in his office, and conference chair Evelyn В. 
Pantay Garo Bos Pugon VPN. зли SUSE Сойыл LOT hobnobbed with recording stars Singson. 
и salen кесімі ті T Mina tee e sed | and entertainment executives Ном does he do it? Here are 
ЕН [is Mn Ba Prom P1147200 as Warner Musics top honcho some tips from someone who 
kin Роанок : 7 inSoutheast Asia. started with zero experience in 
SAC a Then he went “crazy” He quit running an airline and is now 
LAT ASBsam FA T08 sqm Warner, mortgaged his home, redefining travel in the Asia-Pa- 

Ar NN Рини 3 and sank his lifetime savings in- cific. 

bia MIN to а Malaysian airline that had 1. It's all about passion. He 

~ racked up an $11-million debt wanted to start Malaysia's first 

even before 9/11. To Fernan- discount airline a few years ago, 

des, it was the realization of a but he couldn't get a license. He 

boyhood dream to own ап air- found a way to get to then- 

line; to his peers in the corpo- Prime Minister Mahathir Mo- 

rate world, it was like jumping hamad and sold him the idea of‏ ور 

E STY COMNLBLDS. | off a plane without a parachute. having a discount carrier that 

“Most people thought I was could revolutionize Asian air 

crazy" he says. “When westart- travel and boost tourism in the 

ed, they said it wouldn't work. midst of the 9/11 terrorist at- 
They said we would die.” tacks. 

Fernandes not only survived 2. Hire people who share 
the costly plane ride; he your passion. Fernandes says 
thrived. His Air Asia is now an look for people for their ability, 
international carrier world- talent and passion. 
renowned for revolutionizing 3. Have a good corporate 
Southeast Asian air travel as culture. “We have to remain 
Asia's first budget carrier. humble. We have to remember 

роне соми ов POBLACION MONAKO Its no-frills business model our roots. Too many companies 

B rA" у has spawned copycats among forget their beginnings and that 

fin Ba Prox Ра Southeast Asian airlines offer- is where it all goes wrong,” he 
ing low-cost fares and forced says. 

Уа 7 Paa "lose interested. to ves and 

Fernandes is arriving іп hear, Fernandes and other top 

ро | ан 89 Manila as опе of the 13 global business leaders and visionaries 

2 business leaders and visionaries shaping today's global business 

: sexe ho wr аш pey FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CALL 4 Speaking AA жо о а E 

Tanin Lr пас “on к eh IY Die: aabang THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., ment Association of the Philip- MAP International CEO Confer- 

‘subject to change without pror notice. The OWNER reserves the MONDAY TO SUNDAY, 7:00 AM TO 7:00 PM pines (MAP) International CEO ence аг  www.mapceoconfer- 

Tight at anytime to pull out, to correct errors in prices, terms, details, — TEL. NOS.: (02) 534-0686 / (02) 534-9725 һа. | Conference ас the Makati ence.com or call the MAP secre- 

8 status of the properties іл the event descrepancies are found CELLPHONE NO.: 0919-5649933 Shangri-La on Oct. 2-3. tariat at telephone numbers 


"This will be a rare occasion (632) 751-1149 to 52. 
Е ` 


for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


American Telecommunication Company 


NOW HIRING 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


LIVELIHOOD CORPORATION 
WF One Corporate Para Cond. ВАЗ A. Amaiz Ave. Legazpi Vill. 
Brgy. San Lorenzo, Makati Сиу Tel No. 17-0771 


• Part-time/Full-time Positions With Flexible Hours 


• Earn Up To 50,000 Pesos Per Month 
* Car Incentive 8 Bonuses 


IMMEDIATE OPEN POSITIONS 


Marketing Sales Representative 


Administrative Assistant 
Telephone Engineer 
Installation Technician 
Accountant 


Email Resume: Ameritelco@yahoo.com 


Submit Resume: 


Momentum Plus Philippines 
Jollibee Plaza Suite 2602 


Torri вого № 
EDSA 
sot nino o 


Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center 


Pasig City 1605 
Telephone: 02-683-0613 
02-683-9341 


ҒА NGH 


À GLOBAL 
SOLUTIONS 


We offer great opportunities for: 


200 Experienced U.S. 
Outbound Call Center Agents 


Benefits include: 
Competitive salary with commissions and bonuses 
Flexible working hours 
Room for advancement to Team Leader and 
Management positions 
* Top-of-the-line working environment and facilities 
* Offers shuttie service to and from work 


"We also offer FREE training for aspiring Call Center Agents" 


You may email your resume to: nbmsolutions @ gmail.com 


Contact: Ms. Caroline M. Castro 
PHINMA Education Network 
12" Floor PHINMA Plaza 
39 Plaza Drive, Rockwell Center 
Makati City 
Tel: 870-0494 
Fax: 670-0466 
Emai: cmeastro@ phinma.com.oh 


University/College Librarian 


Requirements: 

Bachelor's degree in Library Science with MA in Library Science, 
Licensed Librarian 

For assignment in CDO or Cabanatuan City 


HR culty and/or Program а 
Requirements: 
For Program Head: 

BS in Hotel and Restaurant Management 

With a Masters degree 

With relevant industry experience 

For assignment in CBO or Cabanatuan City 


For Faculty: 
BS in Hotel and Restaurant Management 
Preferably wilh relevant industry experience 
Preferably with a master's degree or has cared a substantial 
number of units 
For assignment in CDO or Cabanatuan Cty 


Republic of the Philippines 
PROVINCE OF NEGROS ORIENTAL 
ids and Awards Committee 
Capitol Area, Dumaguete City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The Bids and Awards Committee of the Provincial Government of 
Negros Oriental invites all interested bidders to apply for eligibility and 
submit sealed bids in the bidding of the following requirements, viz: 

а. one (1) unit SURPLUS SKW DUMP TRUCK as specified 

b. one (1) unit SURPLUS 10 WHEELER DUMP TRUCK as specified 

Estimated Lot Price: P 2,440,000.00 

The list of eligibilty requirements is now available atthe BAC Secretariat, 
Provincial General Services Office (PGSO) Capitol Area, Dumaguete 
City, with Tel/Fax #: (035) 422-8895. 

Bid forms will be made available right after the Pre-Bld Conference 
scheduled on October 3, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the Governor's Office 
Conference Room, Capitol, Dumaguete City. The submission and 
opening of bids is scheduled on October 16, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. at 
the PESO, Capitol Area, Dumaguete City. 

Тһе Committee on Awards reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, 
waive any required formality and award the contract to the bidder whose 
bid proposal evaluated by the Committee is the most advantageous to 
the government. 

(598) ATTY. ISMAEL P. MARTINEZ 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 
Provincial General Services Officer 

[PO September 23,2007) 


ја 72 200 Inquire about the Job Market package 
are ‘at 897-8808 loc. 514 


You can now checkout more jobs 
from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


INVITATION TO BID 


Vicinity Map 


The Livelihood Corporation (LIVECOR), is ollering lor salo in cash or installment the property described below: 


Description 


Т: Commercial Complex 


Area 7,428.0 square meters 


Address 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES 


Along EDSA cor. Boni Avenue and 
Pinatubo Sts., Mandaluyong City 


IHPNTAR. Floor Price 


: Р 426,977,000.00 


тін и FLL TE Terms of Sale 


: Cash or Installment (Best Offer) 


Tho sale ofthe property shall be on an "AS-IS-WHERE-IS" basis 

Bidders bond shall not be less than 1% ol Iha floor price. 

Bidding documents can be secured upon payment o! non-refundable fee ol P1,000.00 а! the following address. 
BIDS and AWARDS COMMITTEE. 
‘The Livelihood Corporation (LIVECOR) 


ӯ" Floor One Corporate Plaza, 


845 А. Araiz Avenue, Makati Cty 


Pre-Bid Conference wil be on November 09, 2007, Friday at 2:00PM, Conference Room, The Livelihood Corporation, 7? Floor One. 
(Corporate Plaza, 845 A. Arnaiz Avenue, Makali Cy. 


Tho sealed bids should be dropped at 


designated drop box located at the security desk of the Livelihood Corporation, 7^ Floor 


One Corporate Plaza, 845 A. Araiz Avenue, Makati Oily on or belore 2:00PM on November 29, 2007, Thursday. 
Tne property is available lor inspection to all bidders during business days and hours from Mondays to Fridays. 


For more details, please contact Luz C. Jacinto, BAC Secretariat at tel. no. (02) 817-07-71 / 817-04-64 and Cell No. 0918-6078530 or. 


10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
8781767964311 
03213497170 


(POI-Sept 73.202 Oct. 7,2007) 


Active Global Sourcing Inc. 
is a major player in the luxury interior design materials industry. 


As part of our expansion we are looking for graduates of: 


Interior Design, Architecture, 
Engineering or Marketing 


Position: 


- In House Consultant 
- Field Sales 
- Field Sales Manager 


Qualification: 
Sales background in interior designing materials (tiles, 
bathroom fixture, etc.,), Experience will be an advantage. In 
this case, any college degree will be sufficient 
Customer service focused 
Result-oriented and self-motivated, willing to work as a team 
Qualified applicants can expect very competitive salary with 
excellent bonus package (insurance, car plan etc.) 


Please send your resumé with 2 x 2 picture at: 


Active Global Sourcing Inc. 
225 Nicanor Garcia St. 
Bel Air И Makati City or 
адз 225G yahoo.com 


F. Benitez St, Malate Manila. Tel. 2 (632) 524 2454 or (632) 524 3161 


CARRIBEAN & CANADA 


British Columbia: CANADA: THE HAMLETS AT PENTICTON 


30 NURSES «сес in 


Who wil be working a Reset Care Aids 
2 Mimms yeas exp. must be Керн Nune. 
розу with таваа experience. 
Mast have experience working with patients who have Severe Dementia and Acute 
pep 
+ IELTS TOEFLE/TSE peser is an advantage. 
CANADA; Karmac 


LIGHT AND HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC 
starting salary CaM, cn erp work orden end есі mata, kop одар 
binabaan and теле dimos fes c пакла mt считаю and rir or 
pisce defect pa, component ot ystems ея анні eque for proper performance 10 
‘Sure har he work dose тега mamalo peceaoes ам рей elation. wre 
Spike ora and have caperience ia German Cars 


CARRIBEAN ISLANDS: Spence Security, Turks & Caicos 
SECURITY GUARDS suring say USS ъс; mast heve Maria Ал» 
Temang Mest be prosa in handguns, mas be atur and expenienced enough 10 Фебе any 
Calronston polly cn diplomat ba sl mara m сабли heres un of 3 years 
Exp Preferably wath PNP or Miltary expencace ST. n eg, 1540 years od 
Please submit DETAILED resume, INDICATE JOB DESCRIPTIONS, with complete 

tachment of photocopies of Certifications & Trainings at the above stated address. 
FOR MANPOWER POOLING. NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED. 
BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS. 


Felix Samson, Assistant Project Head, EDMD at tel. no. 531-3324 and cell no. 0928-3038068. 


THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AND TO МАМЕ ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT 
SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


For the Bids and Awards Committee: 


(500) E. ALEXIS G. SEVIDAL, CESO IV 
Chairman 


Ст) 


WE ARE А RAPIDLY EXPANDING 10096 FILIPINO 
HEALTHCARE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 
AND WE NEED HIGHLY QUALIFIED PEOPLE FOR. 
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: i 


Finance & Admin Manager 
Chief Operating Officer 


Qualifications: 
Experienced/preferably bet. 35-45 years old 
MBA background is a definite advantage 
Work experience with a multinational company 
preferred 


We offer competitive salaries and fringe benefits, 
which includes performance-based incentives. 


Those who possess the necessary qualifications and 
experience may apply in person with PHOTO from 
Wednesday - Friday: 8:00 - 12:00 nn or e-mail your 
 Resumé/Curriculum Vitae at: 


ichemexlab@pacbell.net 
Awardee of "THE 1* DOH RECOGNITION FOR GLOBAL 


MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE" 2003 
‘Emergency Medical 
Technician Basic 

‘Training starts on 


October 1, 2007 | 


+ петаволай recognized certiîcalon 

+ Word cass standard of aning 

• петайога воду 

= Entry level course in Emergency 
Medical Services 

Ambulance nurse qualification for BSN' 


Other courses 
= Basic Lle Suppor & 
BasciAdvanced First Aid 
+ Advance Cardiac Ше Support 
+ Trauma Management Course 
for Nurses and EMTs 
= Life Support 
Training 
International 
2 Abaya Bt 105 Emin Gora Si, 
io ent Cty cos Raron 
Magsaysay gh Stool) ty мәт 
Tel. 415 3249 / 413 7532. м р 


И Lo 1.54 vwsrusar www.jobmarketonline.com 


1. THE MANANSALA AT ROCKWELL, MAKATI 
36 SQ.M. STUDIO TYPE UNIT, WITH TOILET, 


AIRCON, BARE, FOR SALE AT P4.5M. 


OR FOR RENT AT P40,000/MO., INCLUSIVE 
OF CLUB & CONDO DUES, ADVANCE PAYMENT 


FOR ONE YEAR. 


PENINSULA DE PUNTA FUEGO LOT 


LOT 6, BLOCK 23, 75 PENINSULA AVE. 
660 SQ.M. 
PRE-SELLING PRICE : P12,500 / SQ.M. 


(NEGOTIABLE) 


HOUSE AND LOT IN BACOLOD 


(FORMERLY MONTESSORI SCHOOL) 


5 NORTH DRIVE, BACK OF REDEMPTIONIST 


CHURCH, 600 SQ.M. 
ASKING PRICE : P7M (NEGOTIABLE). 


VILLA DE TOLEDO, STA. ROSA, LAGUNA 
150 SQ.M., FACING ENCHANTED KINGDOM 


ASKING PRICE : P700,000. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mama 


— CLASSIFIEDS” 511. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


LIVE & WORK ABROAD! 


= GET THE BEST OF 20 TOP COUNTRIES!!! 
THE BIGGEST NAMES 
in Tho immigration 


| Stops А Procedures in Obtaining 
Permanent Resident Visa for the 


imanen Resident 

JETIBNTACISAPRÜRLERES-BENIALBHHRDUEN... |. 5575 Ta Vies A ation 
EHE IMMIGRATIOMEXPERTS M 

ETT. MOSTIN DEMAND PROFESSIONALS eese ЕЛЕН 
cens omens RONDA И OFS CERCA ен SCRE Wes CUN SSE" 
арена (ue gr PROFESSORS ses, VO GTI PRE SOA TENT ROS RR EAE 
и BP ER NUSES DAE eee 
ОИ Nong "PERSONN ое 
[sot urs тады NORS. "COUP олача NOUS OV LECT паста ME GRASA Cons 
AL HRS EC ONES а Ка 3 WELDERS М LERRA CINE ERIS 
sie warum ROS hac wrens PANAL STING ONU = 
‘on SEPTEMBER 29.2007 (SATURDAVI@ Room 402.8 viconte 

(LIVE!!! © AYALA °" fasion Sanding 6195 manay magna 
ENTRAR VISA SCREENING S 


ETAPA S ESE 
ЕЙ ЕС ПЕНЗЕ 
АТОН FOR MORE DETAILS CALL INS SECRETARIAT G 
NETWORK 891-5686 t: B2. / 891-5920 / 891-5924 
SERVICES, МС. iv s-global @ I-manila.com.ph 

NORA Redi лит Now 


LIMITED SEATS ONLY! 


CENTRAL PARK CONDO 1 
UNIT # 1808A 

P. JORGE ST., PASAY CITY 

47.65 SQ., 2-BEDROOM UNIT 


PUREFOODS 
жа; HORMEL 


The Purefoods Hormel Company, Inc. 


Help bring Christmas to millions of Filipino homes. 


‘The Purefoods Hormel Company Inc., makers of value-added processed ments, is in need of 


ASKING PRICE : P1.1M 


CENTRAL PARK CONDO 1 
UNIT # 1809A 

P. JORGE ST., PASAY CITY 

31.50 SQ., 1-BEDROOM UNIT 


ASKING PRICE : P750,000 


For inquiries, please call JAIME TRINIDAD 
at 521-6138 or 522-4792 
(during office hours), 
842-0127 or 0917-7438789. 


&" IGELCO II 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


The CAGAYAN И ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (CAGELCO II) s inviting all 
interested bidders to pro-qually and to bid for tho supply and delivery of materials! 
‘equipment spoiled for the following projects: 


TRUCKERS 


Il year) to help spread volume of Christmas Products from its Marikina and Cavite 
Manila Area and the Luzon Provincial Areas. 


(who have been good 
plants to the Great 


We're making a list, and checking it twice. If you fit the description, then that would be nice! 


Truck Type 
Body Type 
Contract Period 


AUV'srTrucks (1.0-10.0 tons capacity) 
Refrigerated/Iusulated/Closed Vans 
October 01, 2007 to December 31, 2007 


‘To find out how you can bring Christmas to town and earn fron 
MR, PE 


contact: 


RY C. RUTAQUIO 
‘At the following address and telephone numbers: 


‘THE PUREFOODS-HORMEL COMPANY, INC. 
Barrio San Roque, Marikina City 
‘Telephone Nos. 645-3251 to 55 
al 253, 257, 258 and 340 
Fax Number 645-4535 and 646-9556 
Cellular No, 0917-8050116 


тал ER. 


Inquire. 
about 
the JobMarket 


ati 


NOTICE 


Notice s hereby given that PROPERTY COMPANY 
‘OF ERIENDS, ING, wih fco address at $$ Tinio Stree 
Addition Hilis. Mandaluyong City. Metro Manlia is 
ping lor rogsiravon wih па Board ol mvesimenla (80) 
as New Developer al Low-cost Mass Housing Project 


“т ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Supply and Delivery of Transportation/Maintenance Service 
Utility Vehicles in Three (3) Schedules (650-07-54317) 

1 The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION (TRANSCO), though us Annual 
Corporate Budget, rende о apply he nc Philippine Paso 42800,0000 or e Supply 
ала Delveny d TareporatonMartaranceSevca Ut Veces n Teo (3) Sedes eng 
the Approved Buel o ha Cana ABC) o payments under ine contact above project, 
Bids rcoved m excess o ho ABC shal o automate говс а apang, 

2. TRANSCO now invites Bids rom eligible Bidders for tho Supply and Delivery of 
TransporationMaintenence Service Uy Vehicles In Three (3) Schedules (850. 


SUBSIDY PROJECTS: Extension ol Lateral Line lor tha Elecrfcallon of Brgy. 
San Juan Sta, Marcela, Sto Tomas, Maura, Apari and Purok Sinamar, 
Libertad, Abulug, Cagayan. 
1. Wood poles, concrete poles 
2. Construction hardwares, wires, ranslormers 
CAPEX PROJECTS 
1. 80KV TK Line 
а. Woodpoles 
b. Suspension insulators (glass, porcelain, polymer) 


{The Alcove at Ridgecresij on a Non-Plonear Staus win 
capaci o! 307 Low-cost mass housing unis wih projec 
ралі sio located а Molina, Bacoor. Cavite and Pasong 
Buaya.. Imus. Саме 
Апу person with valid objaction/s on th 

‘mentioned project may 

ath withthe BOI within 1 
publication 


package 
at 897-8808 
loc 514. 


o (5) days rom o daa ol his 


(вай) RUDY B. CARA 
Director 


Project Evaluation 


07-55317). Supply and Delivery ol the GOODS required fr each schedule Is slated с. Fault indicator and Ragavaton Deparment 


ee I pm of an ee Sad cad econ ton a а. Әшен 
Bidang comer T 1. "битан Tansiorer, амино Cas бөку 
$. Gi Raed Power Codi Mer 
ЕГІСТІ l. 5% REINVESTMENT PROJECTS: Rehab amp Upradng Along 
grade “ Distribution Lines 
ocn 1. Meodpclon,Concrl pols 
ра [emm am гна 
Certum $ Faut incean 
fem Cone METER FX 
etlectivity 1. CT Rated Kwh Meters 
Е They ana р Supe ee 
S 1 [pu 
etre to Daya ron Cota To bo qud, ler mus havo tuly compl ih tho лем 
pony 1. Actelion позолоты (ог tmi o the Ластић пол Comite 
isum aman rama, бини E dao] 
Dare lom Coa Company Prolo 
icy Binan Regan 
Easiness paaa 


198: 


Open house recruitment 
at Headstrong 


HEADSTRONG IS A GLOBAL 
consultancy delivering expertise 
across business processes, strate- 
gic consulting and technology 
through its global delivery and 
sourcing model. Headstrong hel 

its clients realize value from their 
business and technology initia- 


IPO: Seg 2207) 


‘Schedule | Particulars Approved. | Delivery Schedule 


“Tigo (3j umis Boom 
Truck Four (4) Unis 
Ugh Truck 44 


assessment, design and imple 
mentation, and application devel- 
opment and maintenance both 
onshore and offshore. With a 23- 
year track record of proven re- 
sults, Headstrong's client base in- 
cludes many of the world's most 
respected companies. Headstrong 


1040000000 


Ten (10) Units Passenger 
Wagon 


‘Bling wie conducted rough open competi tiding pocadues using no iscrefonary 
pasa стена as sped ino implementing Aulos and Regulators Par А (IRR-A) cf 
Repu Act 9104 (ВА 9184 aharsokrownas Iho" Goverment Prosumer Ram Act 
andis conto Fro clizens/soie proprietorship, and organizations wih atleast percent 
{вом rest f outstanding captai Soc belonging о cizes ol he Philipines Ony Bids 


BIRIVAT Corilicata 
Latest Income Tax Return (ITR) 
List of client ога period of thre 
Financial Statement 

‘Compliance withthe must technical specications 


(9) years 


tives while leveraging a steadfast 
heritage (as James Martin + Co) 
of strong methodologies and glo- 
bal program management, Pro- 


is headquartered near Washing- 
ton DC, with a global presence 
across North America, Europe 
and Asia-Pacific. 


Кот bos wh pas iha ckgbity check wt be opaned The process for Пе БУ check 
isdescrbed n Secton ol th Biting Documois B. Te acer wih ine Lowest Called 
Bid (LCB) shali advance lo the pos qualiicaton sag in ordor to aly alumina ho bif 
responsiveness ha technical and nae equremenis o! me projec! Thecontcisholihan 
be awarded о һе Loves! Сасина and Responsive Scar (088) determined ater he 
onl of ihe post quattcaton ewan. 

Interested Вади may obtain ох Infomation om TRANSCO and inspect he Bitag 
Sacer a aes soled n Tem 10 rig белік 17,2007 fom 09 AM. lo 


‘Acamgite sel Вад Documonts may be purchase by interested Bikes rom he arse 


viding solutions to the Financial 
Services, Manufacturing, Public 
Sector, and Services sectors, 
Headstrong uses its business 
knowledge and relationship man- 
agement skills to fulfill its high 
standards for delivery. With Glo- 
bal Delivery Centers (GDC) in two 
of the leading outsourcing desti 


Headstrong will have its Open 
House Recruitment for IT profes- 
sionals (SAP programmers, ABAP 
programmers, Java Developers, 
Technical Writers, etc) on Mon- 
day, Sept. 24, from 9 AM to 6 PM 
at its Manila Global Delivery Cen- 
ter in Makati City. Walk-in appli- 
cants will be processed on the 


2. Must be able рау P2,000.00 for bid documents during the pre-bid 
conference. 
CAGELCO lI reserves tha right to reject anyor ай bid without any reason, waive any 
lormalty therein, accep! proposal or mest advantageous to Ihe cooperativo and assumes. 
mno obligation to compensate or indemnify any bidder or expense or losses tnat may be 
Incurred in the preparation ol bid nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made. 
Pre-bid conlerence and bidding schedules shall be informed to all qualtied bidders 
through fax and mals. 


Deadin or submission of requirement - Oclobar 08, 2007. 


ndin tom 10 and рот payment of a on relurdab loo In he amount ol Phlilpplne Peso 
4/0000. The ing Documents hat received personally by th prospectiva Br or his 
auorzad erosive. 

TRANSCO wi hod a Pre-Conference open to al irtarsiod pares on October 2, 2007, 
5:00 AM. a CU. Del Rosano Hal A. Power Trang Center Bung, Naona! Tansmesen 
Corporation, Quezon Avenue comer BIR оза Dinan, Quezon Су, Heto Mania Phippnes. 
Bids andelgbity equremants musa ahicod al ho venue ot Ma bid opaning site inam. 
Sonor balore $0 AM. o! Octobar 16, 2007, AN Bids must be acrampaned bya Bd Secully 
in he form and in he amount speclled іп Secion ll, am 221 of ће Big Oocuenis, 
BOS Lale Bs shat nol be accepted 

Bid opening shal be held on October 16 2007, 9:00 A.M. at СИ. De Rosato Hal A Power 
Trane Carter Bukang Natonal Tansmissen Corporaton, Quezon Avenue comer BIA Road, 
Dian. Quezon Cy. Меко Mania, Phipps. Bids il be opaned in ha presence ol ne 
Bates reptesentatves. 

TRANSCO reserves ће right 1o accept or ec any Bi. oan he ing process, and lo 
говс al Bis at any ino porto contract award, iau herby incuing any Tey lo e 
p 


10. Adgconalsormaton shal be lurished upon request Al communications heute adesso 


POL September 154 23.2007) 


{othe BAC Secretariat a lho folowing address: 

Mr. R.D. Nabong 

Harga Ba ar Contacts tragen pen (BOND) 

Ground Floor, TansCo Man Bulg, Power 

Nana rremision Cop, бивао nan come BIR ond 

1104 Daman, Quezon Cy aro Mamia, PHILIPPINES 

Tel No: (532) 821-2908, 31-2212, 81-2213: Tllax to (632) 861-2208 

(594) NOEL Z. DELEON 
Charan 

‘id and hats Commitee 


(694) GABRIEL A. TORDESILLAS 
General Manager 


JPOI- Sep 282320) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 
Industry and Investment Building 
385 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City, Philippines 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that CHENSHIN 
CORPORATION is applying for registration 
with the Board of Investments (BOI) as 
Expan joked Fish for 
Export on а Non-Pioneer status with a 
capacity of with project 
plant site located at d 

al Santos City 

Any person with valid objection/s on the 
above-mentioned project may file his/her 
objection in writing, under oath, with the BOI 
within three (3) days from the date of this 
publication. 

(808) ENGR. RUDY B. CARA, RPAE 

Director 
Project Evaluation and Registration Dept 


nations — India and the Philip- 
pines- and a global resource pool 
of qualified advisors, Headstrong 
can delivera full range of integra- 
tion services, including strategic 


same day. Fresh graduates are 
also welcome to apply. For fur- 
ther detalls on the event, please 
refer to the ad released on the Job 
Market section (J4) of this paper. 


`| call our Classifieds 


For your Classified 
Ads requirements, 


Advertising 
Hotlines: 
Head Office 

897-8425 (Telefax) 
800-4427: 897-8808 
loc 514, 516; 
599-4405; 
Cubao: 
812-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
Makati: 
892-5578; 611-4961; 
811-4370 
Kalaw: 
528-0213; 527-9342 
Megamall: 
635-0219: 635-0220 


TELETECH SPONSORS PMAP CONFERENCE 
Teletech recently signed an agreement with the People 
Management Association of the Philippines (formerly Personnel 
Management Association of the Philippines) to be one of the Major 
Sponsors of the 44* PMAP Annual Conference scheduled on Sept. 
26-28 at the Waterfront Hotel, Lahug, Cebu City. Shown are (from 
left) Jo Buot, Teletech’s director for Human Capital Delivery; 
PMAP Ways and Means Committee chairperson Lina A. Aseneta; 
PMAP Treasurer Julie M. Miteria, PMAP President Mark O. Go, 
Maulik Parekh, Teletech VP and Gen. Manager-Asia; Teletech's 
executive director for Human Capital Penny Bongato; and Me 
Anne Batallones, Teletech's director for talent acquisition. 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 


Canada in 3 mo 
Canada Gov. approved Ші 0816 


CRIMINOLOGISTS 
Detectivesiinvestigators 
Lie Detector Examiners 
пали VEER SEES UG. 
nos, 6047570847571 


GARMA CLINIC 
ND SPECIALIST 


GONORRNEA. WARTS 


ALLERGIES RE-CURRENT 
TI ALMORANAS, 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTILTYIMPOTENCE 
IMOLE/GYSTISCAR REMOVAL) 
KELOIDIPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LAVORATO 
Gama Bldg o. û Purdue St, 
Cubao, QC. 
ШІЛ MON to SAT, 


TEL. 055439270 
4373898/9139474 


Eat BAD BREATH oter 
sale 4 аре using patented 
‘medicine 640714206007 


RICARDO T. UY AND RICHARD | 
» шеш contaci 7112881 or 
09106517766 


ACCOUNTANT 
ACCOUNTING 09198248175 
COSMETOLOGY 


Glutathione inject PISOOMlal 
capsules Р1800 BFAD aproid 
Cel 4545867; 00100235216 


Nolo Hereby Given that the 
Este of the late ARCADIA R 
IM PELIDO 
"ho died on May 18,2005 was 
Exrsdicaly Std By & 
among Her surviving Hels on 
Sep. 15, 2007 betore Notary 
о 
ATTY. GREGORIO T. VITERBO, 
А. of Quezon Ct as per Doc. 
No. 299 Page No. 61 Book No. 
Vil series 
2007, 

(Po-Sept. 1623 а 30, 2007) 


‘TUTORIAL LESSONS 


NO ATUTOR?ND A QUZ 
BEE СОАСН?09182025529 


THESIS HELP 0917-5210934 
HOUSEHOLD 


MOMS BEST CHOICE MAIDS 
ACCEPT LOW SALARY 25T 
LOW AGENCY FEE 6554290 


Пашалан Ta 


Dalton tr Der TNS 
ТЕ 


Urgent speak english ym 
Diver Нам Ini Cook 
08274083049 09186148280 


YaysCookHMald 8057507 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


KAMUNING BNEW éety with 17 
Fins for Bus Renal 4352186 / 
(08208330282 


WOODRIDGE COMMERCIAL 
Jot oniy пгИРЖайрилап 150. 
те 4545667; 00100235216 


94sm Daina Subd Pal Cy 
1M Cal Lito 09150385826 


-BIRMINGHAM- 
wun асов com 
Houses & Lots for Sale 

CANTA, ANTIPOLO, GEN TRIS, 
SAN MATEO, MONTALBAN 

As bow as PR Timo Bank, 

Pagi, In House Financing 

Brokers’ Места 65014; 

[2 


Bleu Vila Divina Hse & Lot 
150 Dona Josefa Ave. Norin 


Susana, Comm Qc 75M. 
0915-8523964 or 953-8251 


Don Antonio Hs 
не LAAST FASTO Scan 
satan. 5587, 0180006 


Gramesdows 35Mup 4534886, 


IRENEVLLE SUBD SUCAT 
зат BSM 09178227770 


РАЗМ LAS PINAS 6054686 


Г ZEN TOWERS — 
1 Across SM Manila. 


COMPLETE N 
(мб Шатырды 


ШЕ | 
ОСИ 


HOUSE 4 SALE AYALA ALA- 
BANG VILL. LA 411 SOM РА 
380 SOM 4BR & DEN 25188. 
LANAI GARAGE 
Y6.5M 0919-8171091 


Kamuning 4sty CommlResdi 
Lr ; 09170982677 


Modor Sine оі Design SBR 
ТВ Balcones 2car gago wi 
pool & рода Exec: VI Va 
Vera Cata СРи0261045. 


10% DP 
MERCEDES bnew: LATA FA 145 
ABR, Famy Fm. TB 2 Storey, 

Pal lone rms 
Nplemseseionitucem о: 
or iol ower. we contu 
CALL: HAST НИ 


Rush MAJOR DIZON МС 
Mam Су омета 1 
4964485 look 4 mma. 


Solo 3 Houses n Cmpound 
San Juan A1 09178988082 


Мера 115M upassases 


аута - Up RESORT-TYPE 
зза мы шы о оба 
М8 0 кон 607520025 
www.rasorl-living. net 


RENSONS GEWAY! PIONEER 
NEW 188 dà 1.462017 


AY CONDO /THAUS 7248715 


BEN CONDO laden, Pag 
Near Fert, Foe OG JOST 


BNEW CONDO NEAR NAIA 
EPOR) Ko. аттан 


Condo ог Sale 1,8M 288 East 
Ortigas Mansion Pasig Rosario 
пе Ever Gotesco Mall Cali Tina 
09150481997 


Condo Verde2 288 IMDS. 
FMA STAB w carpark 4867200 


CUBAO PIS 10%0P 7yrs to 
pay 0% interest 09178667949 


KNGSWOOD ттѕом Wi 
PRKNG 0522528 6520485 


LE MIRAGE 
FEW UNTS LEFT 


As low as 30% DP. 
15yrs. Bok in, 
(P16415951m0) 

Ready for Occupancy 
сш (ншы 7 шта 
[4 


на UPON SUDO PLM 
18а ам d 


ORCHARD E. WOOD 4122227 


QC Sikatuna Thees 4br wl grg 
пе елес UP Ace Supermart 
Cal 9215928 ; 09166496038 


VILLA ENRIQUE 

"eet Sonat reo 
4885, TAB, 2car garage 
Rootdeck all concrete 
Exclusive Compound 


P3.8M 


{constuction or going) 


отв SON GUAD NUEVO PLS 
CALL 09959099 DIRECT BUY- 
ER OMY NO ТРТ PLEASE 


"SOM BINGONAN 8435555 


Луна Seubvalo Pushi 3 
SM 5500237/09228241963 


Bagulo Lot 277 sqm. 
At Pines Garden Vias 
091809205829 
02-8126940 09178420621 


BETTER LNG 260 #0000 


TESTE 


BALANGA BAT. 6 HEC, FULL 
MANGOES OTHER TREES 
Р200М2 TEL 3650778 


BORACAY BEACHFRONT 
Deam lo SHA БОИ 
545967; 09100295216 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Storey warehouse Bldg 
Apelo Cruz St Pasay y 
prox. 1200 sq. meters 
м-в поп 


3d or approx. 20g, meters 
2116 GN Puyat Ae co Tat 
меншу CH KATAO 


VALLE VERDE 130K 4594605, 
COHDO/TWHHSE ^ 


звя FULLY FUAN. ETHUAUO. 
CUBAO GOOD LOC, 646-1609 


Burg М Ateneo зы 911050 


CONDO звя мя su 
CNTRPONT 630420 133888 


Рат GrooweSeler Ling, 
Porohague 2B, werrco, 
825m" Fully ` furnished, 
wi parking space 
Cal/TX 0917-5017518 


Theo зву 135m 1714 Ph 
Dio Pandacan br 2b dining 
Khchen Iy 9420654 P. Маса 
пао 08173738642 


Townhouse 190 ва Tagaytay 
overlooking 09209039193 


Townhouse 2ВА Parang Ma 
kina 09209039199 


18A ne PA ИВ 


288 nr Labor Hsp P.Tumon 
Dione Роја 162-6589 


288 Spacious A.Luna San 
Juan 107то Call 646-1603 


2sty Apt with big room & grge 
Cal 9480000 Мапа Cay 


RESIDENCES AT P.CAMPA 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
CALL: 519-0164 • 65 


EASTGEN AIRPORT APARTEL 
SSmo niu abe SUB 


WAREHOUSE/ 
FAGTORY 
AMAP WARENSE ЗИ OFC 
SPACE TBR STB 4 ADAMS ST 


BRGY SN ANTONO NA MU- 
NOZ МАКТ 05183085514, 


at for 2 tr Aleno 181885108. 
Bach pad Pita QC 288688, 


Maal Reposo 'des oly) 
Зои wines 
"co house accosta 24s 
ext (0927) 454-1679 
1917) 1591801 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


` CLASSIFIE 


DS . 


BRAND NEW ІІІ 


eto | E шаң 


FILINVEST, | humila janen 
bug 
ALABANG SAIS HATE 


THE MONDRIAN | | coi шие» 
RESIDENCES || socios 


ШЕТ | | NaH HAR 


Look for Des: 


659-0681 to 83 
26 wloTaking Car 86663003 


Direct Leasing only. 


FOR LEASE 
1. OFFICE SPACES. 
Salcedo Vilage. 
Makati 
STORE SPACES/ 
WAREHOUSES 
Dasmariñas. Cavite: 
‘Alabang Zapote Rd. 
Las Pinas 
CHEMICAL TANKS 
Bauan, Batangas 
ALL RENTAL = 
NEGOTIABLE 
Call Tel. No. 802-26-81 


lo96 
ARIEL / DING / REXIE 


ı2 wloTaking Car 695054 


2s wout taking car 25218) 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


MOVING OUT FURNITURE. 
‘SALE TEL 75011167949, 


Moving Out Sao Futures 
тп Bel Alr2 
750794911116 


BUARO TBLE затор ФОНЫ 


10 Units VIDEO. ARCADE 
CPU 09178333719 


YAMAHA GRAND а UPRIGHT. 
PIANOS: TERMS -77213124 


ALASKAN Malamute Pups 45T 
puro breed мі РСС! papor 
ABA: 00100235216 


‘te Space 175 50 Pasay Rd 
8130420 8105820 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


HOUSE & LOT 


BIG 25TRY HAUS, 4BR2T8B 
4CO, MAIDSBORIVERS RM BIG 
TERRACE NA ANGELO KING 
CNTRALASALLE IDEAL 4 OF- 
FICE 1112 ESTRADA 
ST 09169142677 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


OiPard BOOT. ханова. 


China! chocadwhite t5Tup. 


AVION Уган Essi _lkSwhie 10T 08178489913 


«и IOS G AT MET 8705281 
"оз REVO DLX GAS 375TH РОС PUPS 09178392068 
neg 209177287338 


190 HONDA cnc AUTOMATIC 
2277212 


95 GALANT VRG сотен 
96 Rush Salari 4807 4375046 


‘99 BMW 5231 
Brand New Engin, Whit, 
Uke Now * 0917-5987385 


99 Мес ATH Call 7250929 


WE BUY al HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
MS а HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorletta-2, Makati 
5646593 6007041 
0017-8273744 
Room 603 
Manila Pavilion Hotel 


Pajero је 3207 08178227770 
OTHER GAR BRANDS 


*BERYLLE cans" 
Araneta Cr Cubao nr Ali Mal 
A81117 : 00178212618 
Fanc T Consonant 
Paro Trooper Fon Siri MU 
Lago Estima Cissy MPV Unan 
Meral Dolca Sn Gaia 

opus Sot Gara Noan 


ELF CANTER 46w 74200117 Ect wheelchair 09178227770 
www.patstoys.com.ph 


H 8902107216126 09209035520 


EQUIP/ 
TRANSPORT PUBLIC 
NOTICES. 
Reconditioned 15 Ton Tadano 

Rough Төгіп Crane Top 

(Conon 08175387365 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


FREE TRAINING 
FOR CAREGNER 1 COMP. COURSE 


ава • чита • читао 
VANS 9226702 9214535 


APT FOR RENT 
1T&8 20RS. 

VITO CRUZ ZOBEL ROXAS 

4SALE'9925 Lt TEL. 8689011 

BMW engin сода ата, -------- 

“#cannbalzahon, sap or repair 


aka sag Notice ls hereby given that the 


‘stale of tho lale SPS EDUAR- 
DO'R. PENALOZA & CARMEN 


V Ser 


of 2007 By ош 
1% AUTOLOAN 700-0961 Breas 


Pubic 
Aty. RODERICK L URREA 
‘of San Pablo Cy 
(PD 1623 23007) 


1% Car Lending 6560140 
United Tree Car Loan Corp. 


DE CASTRO SUBD, 
VALENZUELA - 1,220m* 


Сти 8 002 


Lakeshore Pampanga 220 
P5200 hm 00178227770 


“TAGAYTAY COLDEST SPOT’ 
Bor s! or Tasi Vea w db 
ea 18 inn 7207 


WOODRIDGE HEIGHTS lot only 
пе UPaipunan Рава 
4545567; 09180295216 


Dental Cline For Salo 
Rm. 224 Aium Bldg. MMIL 
City Те, 8114077903507 


MALE -09273987093 


NCLEX in Hongkon ng 


owned | manage by 


(082) 2311703; 8147107 : 
90354023 cal Mila 


BEDSPACE 


LADY BEDSPACES 8485555 


LDS VA RUFINO MKT 6603119 


тва Раше Lom 0925464088 


PERSONAL LOANS 8202187 


Notice is horeby given that 
"he estate of tho іше NORMA 
Y. BUSTAMANTE was ext 
Judica sented by the hors 
as ри Doc No. 347; Page No 
715 Book No. 1; Series of 
2007 by Notary Publio Any. 
С, Анау of San 


1% CARLOAN 373-6519 
T Easy Car Loan 2578 
1% EASY CARLOAN 2097750 


1% Sangia ur Car SAAT 


—— — 


115% Easy Car Loon 3748765 


1.8% easy cartoan 78155005 


— 
ер 
‘est me 

[3-3 таи 
PAN 
Za wo ma са am E 
НИ 
а 


1.55s wdoTaking сы stores 


1% Tong Сатуна. 


2% wo Taking Car 722564748 


‘ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 


> MIF w experience 


ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVES 
> MIF wl or wlo experience 
> Now grads are welcome lo apply 


> MIF experiance in printing press 


OFFICE STAFF 
> MF less than 25 yrs, old 
> College grad 
Pax resumé: 724-4808 
Елтай: sbsihr@gmall.com 
falmewsmedia2 yahoo .com.ph 
Unit 1606 11 Annapolis St, San Juan 


NOTICE OF LOSS 


Melee ls hereby given 
Ahat We Stock Cet MEOS 
MER-B Shares 10300; - AEV 
Shares 20000: 37081 MERA 
Shares 10: under the Name ol 
GONZALO D. ROQUE JR. & 
Cet 02754 APMB Shares 
20000000 under the Nama of 
MATEMARA, INC. Are lost И no 
contest is received new cerit- 
es wll be іші 

(PD Sapt. 23,3, ту 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


OFC STAFF 4 NLA BRANCH 
W/SHLARY ALLOW. BONUS 
17298085 08104827015 
09274866400 CEL GOMEZ 


Sales Agents for construction 
Industry WF 21-2090 collego 


Notice ls hereby gen ofthe ЕСТІ 


loss of Шамо Stock Cer 
‘at issued to ROSANA L DUE 
under Certificate No, 
14044100, 0224853 and Urgent Foreman wi Conts Exp 
00291505 wih da na. 01195 Submli Resume 
shores, mo contest receved SF Prudenlalle Bldg, 
пен slock селе wil be 0 Pasay Rod Makati 
issued. 

(POFSept. 9, 16 & 29,2007) 


Urgent Need HS, TEACHERS 
English Mathematics, Sclonce 
and AP Teu) 6901064 / 
08274350757 wh or witout 
experience 


Nico lr gen за HOUSTAL 
TEATES, IG. боз СойсавлзА 
‘etd bo ата d. EL С 
MONEO di Marh 26 
mw) @00 дала ма dem 
ped iic Venue Matin. 
Tro cst s пом ba Cog. wil 
ia a ck cain 16 ae a8 


Urgent Structural Draftsman 
роны n Роа 10 2001) 


submit resume 
SF Prudentelle ^ Bldg. 
— — Bis Pasay Row Makati 
Notice is hereby given af the 

lost of Sen Miguel Corporation 
Sick cerllicales issuod to 
Edmund Yu Chua, Edmund Yu 
Chis ITF Edsel Anthony S Yu 
Chis, and Edmund Chua ITF 
Edi Andro S. Yu Chua under 
lock. cerlileale nos. 
801201009, 892023344, 
880005516, 889002048, 
888001804) B99181509, 
B93034398, 892023633, 
889008198; 898181504; 
809084317, ` B92023532, 
8008200’ with total no. ol 
1494 shares, Should no one 
contest тегіне, now stock 
tarilicles wil be Issued 
(РО Sept. 9, 16 & 23, 2007) 


WANTED THERAPIST CALL ЗИ 


HOUSE MANAGER 
For Forbes Park Resident 
3045 yo Female 
0917834879077505346 
Malen 


AGING. STAFF IF NEAR OC 
8752690/09279401978 


Notice of loss. Herlage 
Memorial Park Certificates 
Nos, 113968 and 113969 
[wi Lot Nos. 04010367 and 
04110369) issued to RO- 
LANDO P. ORENSE. If по 
contest recelvod, new cer- 
Meste wil be issue 

(POL Sep. 2338800. 7, 2007) 


PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Holy Spt hou mo make me sse 
entyt and show me he way O 
teach my ideal. You who give пе 
Iha dio gil o li ang юда 
и wong Pal s dona bo mo and 
мово л a lanes ol my Ve 
MB me, L in is shor da loge 
Varta ark You fo everything 
‘and conti orc mor a raver 
"ar o be separated om You, ro 
"mM lor how ge tho malat 
ses maybe | wat lo bo wah 
Үш and my loved ones in Your 
Papel Gen, Amen 
Mana Mary, 8. Therese and St 
Antony, ark You 

-68T. 


INVITATION TO BID 
“AS IS WHERE IS” 
Damaged Motor Vehicles 


1997 Honda Civic VTI M/T /WAJ-S91 
2005 Nissan X-Trail 200 2.0 A/T ZAS-870 
2005 Mitsubishi Pajero 4X2 AT / XRT-241 
2002 Toyota Corolla Alis 1.6) MIT /XBU-216 
For particulars, please call Philam Ins. Co., 
Inc. c/o Tristan Yoro & Arvin Саїрјо at Tel. 
No. 815-30-00. 
(P01 september 22123.2007) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
EARN UP TO 


P3,000 / DAY!!! 


= WORK FROM HOME WITHOUT INTERFERING. 
YOUR CURRENT SCHEDULE 
~ PARTIEUL TIME 
3 WF, 21-35 VAS OLO 
3 WTH WORK EXPERIENCE 
TEXT FULLNAME, AGE, 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND, LOCATION TO: 
09184643503 
FOR INTERVIEW / BRIEFING SCHEDULE. 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Bel known that warrant of arrest of CRISPIN S. 
DEL CARMEN, whose picture appears above 
have been issued by Pasig Regional Trial Court 
Branch 154, Pasig City with Criminal Case No. 
184826-PSG (l.S. No. PSG-06-11-12484) lor 
qualified theft 


Any information that will lead to his arrest shall 
be rewarded. Please direct any information to 
‘contact tel. nos. 687-4922 or 6353290 and look 
for Atty. Roberto C. Guevarra. 

(PoI-Gept 22.207) 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


Be it known that warrant of arrest of ISMAEL М. 
BONGAR, whose picture appears above, have 
been issued by Pasig Regional Trial Court 
Branch 154, Pasig City with Criminal Case No. 
184826-PSG (I.S. No. PSG-06-1 1-12484) lor 
qualified theft. 

‘Any information that wil lead to his arrest shall 
be rewarded. Please direct any information to 
contact tel. nos. 687-4922 ог 6353290 and look 
for Atty. Roberto C. Guevarra. 

(POI-Sop, 3.2007) 


PMAP CONFERENCE IN CEBU 
People Management Association of the Philippines (formerly 
Personnel Management Association of the Phili 


es) will have 


Generali Pilipinas as one of its Major Sponsors in its Annual 


senior asst. 


Conference on Sept. 26-28 at the Waterfront Hotel, Lahug, Cebu 
City. Shown during the MOA signing are (from left) Generali's 
ice president, Chito Paras and senior executive vice 


president for Sales and Marketing, Augustus J. V. Ferreria with 


EARN Php800 pesos In 
your Wwe Time. Join” our 
ішегі. Network Marketing 
Program. For moe info 
cal E2612! • 639500 • 
[om 


PMAP president Mark O. Go, and PMAP Ways and Means 
Committee chair Lina A. Aseneta. This year's theme "People 
Deliver: Linking People and Results" will feature top notch CEOs to; 
share experiences about leadership, people practices and results. 


Get Healthy & Wealthy 
While Changing Peoples’ 
Lives 9531000 
09178901853 _ Arlene 


INVEST; P1800 Be a dealer 
Bayan Span wireless phone big 
Cam. 7005411 ; 00205005002 


MAGNEGOSYO AT UMASENSO! 
зп Moua Wagi Pureloode 
Goldokes Ginebra Univer Knor- 
smom à Lots Moe Ema 
[-. 28 3 


Theme Resto In BF Pque 
wi Goodwil & Core Clants 
Secret Recipes Sens 120 
Asking РАШИ 09178809479 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7260687+0317-8884040, 


dinat 
Sison said 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 
= | HUDCC chair. 
DEP EO MAKATI 
F. Benhez Elom. School 
Maka NV 


VACANT Poston 
OSEC.DECSB-TCHR-T 42108 


MEDTECH XRAY TECH Wf 
8258488 8288641 


SALES А OFFICE STAFF 
OPTOMETRIST 6876180 Rose 


“By 2010, Chair De Castro 
plans to institutionalize a sus- 
tainable housing finance system. 
less dependent on banks and 
pension funds for its funding re- 
quirements,” Sison said. 

The trade exhibits precedes 
the holding of the 12th NREA- 
HUDCC National Convention set 
on Sept. 27-28, at the Ayala Hall 


Mortgage bonds seen to raise 
by tenfold liquidity for housing 


THE NATIONAL HOME MORT- 
gage Finance Corporation 
(NHMFC) announced that it is 
set to float by June 2008 mort- 
gage-backed securities (MBS) 
financial instruments capable of 
multiplying by tenfold the li- 
quidity or funds available for the 
housing finance sector. 

This is according to Joseph 
Peter 5. Sison, МНМЕС presi- 
dent, in a speech at the recent. 
housing trade exhibits of the 
National Real Estate Associa- 
tion (NREA) and the Housing 
and Urban Development Coor- 
g Council (HUDCC), 

that 
securitization program for real 
estate mortgages is one of the 
reform programs of Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro, concurrent. 


of Makati Sports Club, Leviste St., 
Makati City. 

Sison also called on NREA and 
its members to participate in the 
shelter securitization program, 
eitheras investor-buyers of MBS, 
or provider-seller of realty assets 
estate in the form of mortgages, 
or contracts to sell. 

The NREA-HUDCC convention 
is focused on the theme, A Better 
Outlook in Philippine Real Es- 
tate: "Building Local, Selling Glo- 
bal, Developing Green". 

Tn line with this, NHMFC will 
undertake its securitization pro- 
gram, by selling MBS to investors 
even from international finance 
companies, to finance local real 
estate development and afford- 
able home acquisition, Sison in- 
formed. 

Responding to the challenge, 
NREA chairman Jose У. Manalad 
said that private housing partners 
are in full support of the Vice 
President's key housing initia- 
tives. 

Marketing guru Alejandro 5. 
Mafialac, NREA president, also 
vowed to help mobilize the realty 
sector to boost VP De Castro's 
shelter program. 


the 


rarampa PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


“Tam the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will live, 
even though he dies and whoever believes in Me will never die." 


AUGUSTO “BABY” 
TORRALBA SANCHEZ 


Of Plaridel and Malolos, Bulacan 
who died on the 20th of September, 2007 at the age of 72. 


His loving wife Mila, children Mike & Pet. 


VOV. 


ан 


OBITUARIES oo 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007. 


“Our eternal gratitude for nurturing us until the end. 
Now, God will nurture you forever. Well done Mama!” 


John 11:25-26 


Gn foving memory of our beloved 


Dolores Buenaflor del Rosario 


March 5, 1924 ~ September 24, 2006 


on her first year anniversary of her peaceful homecoming 


to the Father’s House 


Remembrance Mass willbe offered for her on September 24, 2007 


atthe Buenatlor-del Rosario Family Mausoleum in Dumangas, 


Iloilo Catholic Cemetery at 9:30am. 


Other masses on the same day will be offered at the following: 


Sacred Heart Church, Manville, New Jersey... 
St. Augustine Church, Dumangas, lloilo 


41:00am 


Immaculate Conception Church, Tanza, Ірі 


Miraculous Ме: 
Miraculous Medal Church, Project 4, Quezon City 


Church, Calumpang, iloilo 


Family members request relatives, friends, and pious readers to join them 


in prayer for the eternal repose of her soul, 


, Emmaline (1), Augusto, Jr. 


& Vollet, Eric & Malu, Teresa, Jay, Alex, Millet & Larry, Patricia, Augusto 
III, grandchildren Michelle, Carla (1), Barbara & Victor, Joey, Augusto IV, 


Austin, Candy, Dimple, Quiel, Eric Augusto, Jr., Erika, Larry Boy, 
Minette, Lizzie, great grandchildren Patrice, Noelle, Melanie and Angelina 


together with his other relatives and friends request your prayers for the eternal 


repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapels, 12-G. Araneta 


Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Thursday, 27th of September 2007, at the Manila 
Memorial Park in Plaridel, Bulacan after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at the San Roque 


Chapel, Barangay Longos, Pulilan, Bulacan. 


PA 
Cur beloved Daddy... 


PRECIOSO “PAPA SONG” 
SANTOS DAVID SR. 


Peacefully joined his Creator on September 17, 2007. 


His beloved wife Wilfrida F. David; his children Marlyn 
F. David; Bernie and Nelia: Precioso Jr. “Sunny” and 
Karen (t); Sev and Gigi; and Dr. Joselito “Jojo” and Emily 
and all his grandchildren, relatives and friends, request the 
pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains will lie in state at the Good Shepherd 
Memorial Chapel in San Fernando, Pampanga starting 
Monday, September 24, 2007. Interment will be 3 p.m., 


Wednesday, September 26, 2007. 


^ 
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CAPT. ALBERT L. ABAD 
PAF(RET) 

Peacefully joined our Lori on Sept. 20, 2007 at the age of 52. 
His loving wife Bhel Lopez: children Behen (1), Jao, Jake & April; 
his brothers & sisters Boy (1), Babee, Lito, Inday, Nonoy, Arnie & 
Andrew, all in-laws & other relatives request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Acacia Room, Funeraria Paz, Manila 
Memorial Park, Parahaque City. 

Interment will be on Wednesday, September 26, 2007 at Manila 
Memorial Park after the 12 noon mass. 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
Provinca cl Oriental Negros 
ity of Bayawan 
BIOS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
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| Message of Thanks 


From the Family of 


JUANA DE LA PAZ GAPUD. 


who passed away on September 16,2007 N 
is now joined in Christ with her husband Melanio 


re n 
Nag T 
and eldest son Jose. ا‎ 


We, her surviving children Lourdes, Milagros-Ang, Victor, 
Mario and Benjamin wish to express our deepest gratitude 
toall those who condoled with us during our hour 


of bereavement. 


JULIA “LILY” 
LLAMASNARCELLES | 


April 12, 1943 — August 19, 2007 


A WORD OF GRATITUDE 
For your expression of sympathy to our. 
family, be it in words or deeds, in 
emails, cards, letters or flowers; your concern, presence and 
support, care, love and assistance are much appreciated 
because they reminded us that in difficult times, God extends 
his loving hands... 

THE NARCELLES FAMILY 


Let us commemorate the 40th day of her demise on Thursday, 
September 27, 2007 during the celebration of the Holy Masses 
in the Philippines and around the world. 

She is our angel, our saint and our model who is forever 
treasured and loved. We thank God for having given us such 
a mother we can always be proud of. Let us continue to pray 
for the repose of her soul. May she rest in peace. Amen. 


Jesus Sunga Ocampo 


who peacefully joined his Creator 
оп the 21st of September 2007 at the age of 83. 
His bereaved wife Georgie, daughter Margot, son-in-law Joy and. 
grandchildren Walten & Kathleen, relatives and friends request your 
prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikit 
ment will be on Friday, September 28, 2007 at Loyola Mem 


Inter- 
Park. 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, Ilocos Norte 2913 
TIN 000-716-369 V 
Tel. No. (077) 784-71-26/784-00-82 Local 818 
Fax No. 784-71-25 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. has applied for a loan from 
the Development Bank of the Philippines to finance the construction 
of its 69 KV power line and invites electrical contractors who are 
PCAB registered to submit bids for the said project. 
The project includes the furnishing of labor and materials for the 
construction of about 37 kilomteers of 69 KV line in the Province of 
Ilocos Norte. 
Bid documents may be obtained at the BAC Secretariat during office 
hours starting October 8, 2007 upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of P10,000.00. 3 
The TWO-ENVELOPE SYSTEM shall be followed. 
All bids must be accompanied by a bid bond in the form of cash or 
manager's check in the amount equivalent to 2.5% of the total bid 
price. 
The INEC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to walve any 
defect or informality, assume no obligation whatsoever of indemnity 
to the bidders any expenses or loss that the bidder may incur in the 
preparations ofits bid and to accept the bid most advantageous to 
the INEC. 
(898) RODRIGO В. AGLIAM, REE 
'ВАС- Chairman 
Noted. 
(898. RENATO A. BALINTEC, PEE 
OIC — General Manager 
(POL September 228 23,2007) 


MANUEL S. SERRANA, JR. 


Peacefully joined 
our Lord and his 
father MANUEL SR. 
on September 17, 2007 
at the age of 65. 
His mother Salome, his wife 
Erlinda and children Erman & 
Maxelle, Manuel Ш & Maki, 
Anna Karina, Erwellyn, 
Raphael Andrew, Anna 
Kristina and Anna Karmela; 
grandchildren, brothers and ] 
sisters, nieces, nephews and relatives, request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
is remains lie in state at the following: 
23Sept.t026Sept. - Loyola Memorial Park 
Marikina Chapel 4 
= St. Mary's Chapel, St. Mary 
Subd., Nangka, Marikina City 
Interment will be on Sunday, September 30, 2007 at the 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 3:00 PM 
4 Mass at the St. Mary's Chapel, St. Mary Subd., Nangka, 
larikina City. @ 
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Republic of the Phitppines 
Deparment of Environment and Natural Resources. 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU 
EMB Bung DENR Compound. Visayas Ave., Daman, Quezon Cty 
“lope Nos: 82022402 
Emat enc gwp 
austin домой 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


On the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) of the 
NICKEL MINING PROJECT of the CENTURY PEAK 
CORPORATION to be located at the Brgy. Panamaon, Loreto, 
Dinagat Province 


Notice is hereby given to all parties who wish to give their 
opinion regarding the implementation of the proposed Nickel | 
Mining Project oí Century Peak Corporation to attend a Public | 
Hearing on Oct. 12, 2007, 9:00 AM at the Brgy. Panamaon Най, 
Loreto, Dinagat Province. 


a 


This Public Hearing is being conducted in connection with 
the review of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) of the 
aforementioned project by the Environmental Management 
Bureau (EMB) of the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR). 


All interested parties who wish to attend or participate in this 
Public Hearing should first register in person or by mall with the 
EMB at DENR Compound, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon 
City c/o Engr. Esperanza A. Sajul Officer-in-charge of the EIAM 
Division or with the EMB Region XIII with Office address at ard 
Floor Gorme Bldg., Langihan Road, Butuan City, or at the public 
hearing itself. 

Individual and/or organizations may give their opinion(s) in 
а concise position paper submitted to the EMB Central Office 
and/or Region XIII on or before Oct. 12, 2007. 

For more details, please contact the EIA Division of EMB 
Central Office through For. Mark Saclag or Engr. Marivic Yao at 
telephone numbers 920-2240 to 42. 

ТЕСТТЕ 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


` People, 
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A Chocolaity-fun 
Sunday at Glorietta 


ON SER 23, DON'T LET YOUR 
little ones miss this year's most ex- 
citing trip to the Magnolia Choco 
Land! 

Magnolia Chocolait has concoct- 
ed a whole day of fun-packed activi- 
ties at the Glorietta Activity Center 
where great adventures abound to 
challenge the body and mind of 
young trekkers. 

Inside the Magnolia Choco Land, 
one can basically find all the ele- 
ments close to a child's heart-sto- 
ries, coloring books, pictures, 
games and prizes-made even more 
special with the company of new 
friends. 

First stop is the storytelling area 
called the Magnolia Chocolait 
Dreamland where kids can learn 


about the “chocolait-y” goodness of 
Magnolia Chocolait in an interac- 
tive set-up. 

After tickling their imagination, 
the marshals will take the voyagers 
to three amazing challenge areas: 
the Magnolia Chocolait Maze, the 
Magnolia Chocolait Swamp and the 
Magnolia Chocolait Rockies. These 
challenges will lead the kids to the 
adventures of Choco Land that will 
inspire and help them to develop a 
strong mind and an active body. 

Kids will then troop to the Mag- 
nolia Chocolait Photo Zone to have 
their souvenir pictures taken so 
they could share with everyone 
their escapades inside the Magnolia 
Chocolait Factory. 

There's more. Promising artists 


can showcase their creativity inside 
the Coloring Area and win some 
more Magnolia Chocolait gift packs 
to make their trip extra memorable. 

Taking the trip to the Magnolia 
Choco Land is easy. Kids whose 
schools were previously visited by 
the Chocolait Bus simply need to 
present their Golden Tickets to get 
inside. 

Those who haven't participated 
in the Chocolait Bus School tour 
can also participate. Just purchase a 
Magnolia Chocolait back-to-school 
pack from the pre-selling area in ће 
mall in exchange of the Golden 
Ticket. 

Parents are also welcome to join. 
and bond with their kids inside the 
Magnolia Choco Land. 


Global-Link MP organizes 
manufacturing technology event 


GLOBAL-LINK MP EVENTS INTER- 
national Inc (GMP), the country's 
leading trade exhibition and busi- 
ness conference organizer, brings 
back the 14th Manufacturing Tech- 
nology World Series—the biggest 
and most impressive technology, 
machinery and automation event to 
be held in the country from Sep. 26 
to 29 at the prestigious World Trade 
Center Metro Manila. 


6-in-1 show 

This mega event will bring to- 
gether six power-packed events in 
one mega show, namely: Enviro- 
Tech Philippines (Total Environ- 
mental Management Technology), 
Metal Philippines (Metalworking, 
Hardware and Welding Equip- 
ment), Philtronics (Electronics and 
Semiconductor), Plastics & Pack- 
aging Philippines (plastics and 
packaging technology), Print & La- 
bel Philippines (Printing and Label 
Machinery) and WoodMach Philip- 
pines (Woodworking and Furni- 
ture-making Machinery). 

“This year, Manufacturing Tech- 
nology World Series grew substan- 
tially both in terms of size and 
number of machinery on display. 
There will be а total of over 700 ex- 
hibitors representing products and 
services from 19 countries and oc- 
cupying over 15,000 sqm of indoor 
and outdoor exhibition space. We 

“expect this event to be one of the 
biggest and most successful in the 
region as the overall turnout is to- 
tally great!" said Jing Lagandaon, 
chief operating officer of Global- 
Link MP 

The impressive outcome of the 


show may be attributed to the sup- 
port provided by various local and 
international organizations and 
business networks, including the 
Association of the Electronics In- 
dustries in Singapore (AEIS), the 
International Enterprise of Singa- 
pore and various consulates, of- 
fices and representatives. The 
show has been completely sold out 
and has international country 
pavilions coming from China, Sin- 
gapore, Korea and Taiwan. 

Manufacturing Technology 
World Series is co-organized by the 
Packaging Institute of the Philip- 
pines (PIP), the Philippine Plastics 
Industry Association (PPIA), the 
Philippine Center for Print Excel- 
lence Inc (PCPE) and the Philip- 
pine Electronics & Semiconductor 
Suppliers Association (Pessa), 
whose contribution allowed the 
show to achieve record-breaking 
success. 


P100M in sales 


For the past 13 years, this event 
has become the most well attended 
industrial affair in the country 
Each event generates over P100 
million in reported onsite sales, 
which serves as a clear indication 
that the products and services be- 
ing displayed is perfect for the 
Philippine market. For more infor- 
mation, call Global-Link MP at 
750-8588, fax 750-8585, e-mail in- 
fo@globallinkph.com, or log on to 
wwwgloballinkph.com. Visit its of- 
fices at Unit 1003, Antel 2000 Cor- 
porate Center, 121 Valero Street, 
Salcedo Village, Makati City. 


“Visitors to the show can expect 
to see a wide range of machinery, 
products and services from all over 
the world. It is estimated that over 
18,000 products, machines and 
services for the manufacturing in- 
dustry will be showcased at the ex- 
po. Global-Link MP and its net- 
work of over 35 offices around the 
world is committed to bring the 
very best to the Philippines. We are 
committed to enhance the growth 
and global success of our local 
manufacturers and exporters in 
the years to come. Our vision and 
mission is clear-we will continue to 
serve as the link for business op- 
portunities for our local business- 
men.” added Lagandaon. 


Other supporters of the Manufac- 
turing Technology World Series are 
the First Association of Self-Adhe- 
sive Label Industry of the Philippines 
(Fasalip), the Original Equipment 
Manufacturers Association of the 
Philippines (Oemap), the Society of 
Manufacturing Engineers (SME), 
the Mechatronics & Robotics Society 
of the Philippines (MRSP), the Met- 
alworking Industries Association of 
the Philippines (Miap), the Philip- 
pine Welding Society (PWS) and the 
Philippine Printing Technical Foun- 
dation (PPTP). 

“In 2008, we expect an even big- 
ger expo as various international 
organizations have confirmed ad- 
ditional foreign pavilions to be set 
up at the show. This is definitely 
something to look forward to when 
Manufacturing Technology World 
happens from Sep. 24 to 27, 2008." 
said Lagandaon. 


Nestlé Center bags 3 fire safety awards 


THE NESTLÉ CENTER IN 
Rockwell, Makati reaped three 
awards at the 9th Fire Safety 
Compliance Awards Program 
held recently at the Makati City 
Hall. The awards attest to the 
quality of the fire safety fea- 
tures of the building as well as 


"ORB PR AT 
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the fire safety measures and 
practices implemented by the 
company. The citations also rec- 
ognized the continuing commit- 
ment of Nestlé Center to protect. 
life and property in its premises. 
through the practice of proac- 
tive safety initiatives. 


Е 
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LCCM RECEIVES WORLD- CLASS CERTIFICATION 


Proving its commitment to deliver 
quality service and academic excel- 
lence to its clientele, La Consolacion 
College Manila has recently been 
awarded the ISO 9001:2000 Quality 
Management System (OMS), The 
certificate was issued by Societe 
General Surveillance (SGS)-the 
world's leading inspection, verifica- 
tion and testing certification compa- 
ny based in Geneva, Switzerland. LC- 
CM's ISO 9001:2000 certification on- 
ly validates the institution's devotion 
to high-quality standards as well as 
its continuous drive for enhancement 


and efficiency of service. Continu- 
‘ously striving to be at par with the 
academic institutions abroad, LCCM 
devotes considerable effort in mair 
taining its drive for academic excel- 
lence as well as continuous improve- 
ment of its management processes. 
Shown at the formal awarding cere- 
‘mony, from left, are Sr Ma. Luz Mi- 
jares OSA, Asolc Superior General 
and LCCM BOT chair and LCCM 
president Sr Imelda A. Mora OSA re- 
ceiving the ISO 9001:2000 compli 
ance certificate from SGS CEO 
Rosario Cajucom-Bradburry. 


‘The building won the Fire Safety Compli- 
ance Award for the sixth consecutive year 
for having fully complied with the require- 
ments of the Fire Code of the Philippines 
and the National Building Code of the 
Philippines and their implementing rules 
and regulations in terms of completeness, 
installation, maintenance and periodic test- 
ing and upkeep of fire prevention and safe- 
ty systems. 

The Center also won the Building Fire 
Brigade Award for the second time since 
2004. The award recognized the buildings 
exemplary practice of organizing, training 
and equipping its fire brigade, thereby en- 
suring its effectiveness and readiness to 
perform its task in case of fire emergencies. 

‘The last award won by Nestlé Center was 
the Corporate Fire Safety Award which was 
also won by the building in 2005. The 
award recognized the Center's safety orga- 
nization and safety program, for sustaining 
its proactive safety initiatives. 

More than 1,000 buildings in Makati par- 
ticipated in the awards program. Nestlé 
Center was among the 50 that were given 
awards by the screening committee after a 
stringent evaluation process. Nestlé Center 
‘was required to submit complete documen- 
tation and undergo an interview by the 
screening committee. Evaluation included 
physical inspection of the building. 

The awards program was organized by 
the Makati Fire Safety Foundation Inc 
(Mafsafi) together with the City of Makati 
(including Fire Department and the Office 
of the Building Officia), Rotary Club of 
Makati and Makati Commercial Estate As- 
sociation, Inc (Macea). 


SECURITY BANK SEALS CBA WITH WORKFORCE 


The management of Security Bank Corp (SBC) 
and the Security Bank Employees’ Union (SBEU) 
have successfully concluded negotiations for 
the collective bargaining agreement (CBA) that 
will last up to 2011. Led by SBEU chair Billy Joe 
В. Leones and management negotiating panel 
chair Maximo N. Madridejos Jr in the presence 
of SBC executive vice president Jesus Roberto 
S. Reyes (seated 2nd, 4th and 3rd from the left, 
respectively), the two parties speedily conclud- 
ed the negotiations of the СВА as a result of an 


amicable relationship between the management 
and workforce of Security Bank. With them in 
the signing ceremony held at the Brasserie 21 of 
Security Bank Centre were (seated from left) 
SBEU legal adviser Meynard O. Garcia, manage- 
ment legal counsel lawyer Carlos Jose F. Batino, 
(standing from left) union officers Francis 
Gilbert V. See, Jackjones C. Bartolata and 
Michelle C. Li-Wong and management negotiat- 
ing panelists Estrellita V. Ong, Ma. Victoria B. Di- 
mayuga and Peace E. Ibarra. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND IN- 
dustry has set another licensure examina- 
tion for those aspiring to be licensed real 
estate brokers on Nov. 25. With the onset. 
of another real estate boom as in the 
19905, it is expected that many would be 
positioning themselves ahead as real es- 
tate professionals. In this regard, Urban 
Institute of Real Estate announced the 
four schedules of its Comprehensive Real 
Estate Seminars (CRES) and review in 
Makati and Quezon City as follows: 

The Saturday afternoon section will 
be held on Sep. 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27 
and Nov. 10 from 1:15 to 6:45 p.m. at 
Max's Restaurant near the exit of Glo- 
rietta 2, Makati City while the Mon- 
day afternoon section will be on Oct. 
1,8, 15, 22, Nov. 5 and 12, from 1:15 
to 6:45 p.m.; and the eight-session 
Tuesday evening section will be on 
Sep. 25, Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, Nov. 6, 13 
and 20, from 6 to 10 p.m., also at the 
same venue in Makati City. 

The Thursday afternoon section 
will be held at Max's Restaurant at 
Gateway Mall, Araneta Center, 
Cubao, Quezon City on Oct. 4, 11, 18, 
25, Nov. 8 and 15, the same time slot 


Review for realty broker's 
licensure exam 


Engineer Enrico Cruz, 1st and 8th 
placer in the real estate appraisers 
and brokers board examination re- 
spectively, and son lawyer Rex Enrico 
V. Cruz III, the same team that pro- 
duced 11 topnotchers and the highest 
86 passing percentage in the last May 
broker's licensure exam, are again the 
lecturers on the subjects officially pre- 
scribed by the Department of Trade 
and Industry. 

Urban also announced that updated 
copies of “Comprehensive Notes and 
Reviewer For Real Estate Broker's Ex- 
amination” and “Mastering the Real 
Estate Broker's Exam" are now ауа 
able for distribution to aspiring exam- 
inees. The two best-selling real estate 
books contain all the board exam top- 
ics with more than 200 past board 
questions and answers sorted accord- 
ing to board subject required by DTI. 
This reviewer will also be a handy ref- 
erence for real estate developers, 
practitioners and property owners. 

For other details, or advance regis- 
trations, Urban Institute may be 
reached at 681-0928, 796-8019 or 
0916-4269174 or 0921-6839431. E- 
mail urbanet@pacific.net.ph. 


CEO OPENS FIRST MANILA OFFICE 

Corporate Executive Offices (CEO), the Aus- 
tralian-based serviced offices provider, will soon 
open its first Manila office, Convenientiy located 
at the 12th floor of the Robinsons Summit Cen- 
tre along Ayala Avenue, Makati City, the GEO of- 
fice will feature state-of-the-art office technolo- 
‘gy and will be initially run by a select group of 
top-ranking CEO executives from Australia. 
‘CEO's fully furnished serviced offices range 
from one- to 20-person venues, and will feature 
such amenities as full reception, telephone and 
message handling services, voicemail, unified 
messaging, cleaning, conference room, as well 
as an in-house snack counter and cafeteria. 


CEO's offices provide an ideal option to tradi- 
tional office leasing arrangements, allowing 
start-up or highly mobile companies quick and 
cost-effective solutions to their office space re- 
quirements. In line with its forthcoming grand 
launch in October, CEO recently signed up with 
its exclusive PR and advertising partner, ALV 
Consultus Advertising Inc. Shown, from left, are 
Mariska Ғойеу, CEO operations manager; Alesya 
Folley, CEO business center manager; Jenny Fol- 
ley, CEO managing director; Arnold Vegafria, 
president, ALV Consultus Advertising Inc, Jonas 
Marcelo, CEO general manager; and Jason 
McKimm, CEO marketing manager. 


*Flavors of 
Spain 2007” 
EXPERIENCE A wealth 


of colors, flavors and 
textures as Fuego Ho- 


tels gives you а taste of 
the worlds best! Fuego 


Hotels and Properties, 


in cooperation with The 


Spanish Institute for 
Foreign Trade (Icex) 
and the Economic and 
Commercial Office of 
the Spanish Embassy, 
brings the "Flavors of 
Spain 2007". This 
years theme is "Pas- 
sion for Food, Passion 
for Life", a month-long 
series of events featur- 
ing the best of food, 
‘wine and culture that 
Spain has to offer. For 
more information, call 
750-1999, 750-1895, 
750-1897, or e-mail 
guests@fuegoho- 
tels.com. Log onto 
www fuegohotels com. 


ORIONELEC IS ACER'S NEWEST DISTRIBUTOR 


Acer Philippines Inc recently con- 
firmed the appointment of Orionelec. 
Philippines Inc as 5th distributor in 
the country. Orionelec will manage 
channels for Acer commercial desk- 
tops, notebooks and LCDs. Estab- 
lished in 2000, Orionelec Philip- 
pines Inc, formerly known as. 
Emway Univon Philippines Inc, ini- 
tially engaged in the stationery busi 
ness. It has since diversified into the. 
distribution of computers and IT 
products with focus on small and 
medium business segments and lo- 
cal government units. Orlonelec is. 
under the Thakral Group of Compa- 
nies, one of Singapore's largest 
homegrown conglomerates with op- 


erations spanning 35 countries and 
‘employing more than 10,000 people 
‘worldwide. The Thakral Group pro- 
vides IT products, services and sup- 
port in most emerging markets as 
‘well as in Europe and the United 
States. Acer is establishing mutually 
beneficial partnerships with rep- 
utable groups such as Orlonelec to 
further expand its distribution net- 
work in the Philippines and reach а 
bigger base of users. Shown (from 
left) are Aila de Ocampo, general. 
manager of Orionelec Philippines 
Inc; BS Kumar, chief executive offi- 
cer, Orionelec Philippines Inc, and 
Manuel Wong, general manager о! 
Acer Philippines. 
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Sunday 
Real estate exec breaks new ground 


Kaiku Licuanan is now his own boss at 63 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao says hewas not too happy about 
it because he is not used to be- 
T A TIME WHEN ing detached, to just be called 
js onto give advice. 
mot people ae “You have to be detached be- 
£ Aage are content to cause you cannot be sure if 
just take it easy, play golf your advice is going to be tak- 
or travel around the en. You cannot demand that 
world, 63-year-old Fran- they follow your advice,” he 
cisco H. Licuanan Ш is explains. e who has ah 
busy breaking” пен те ho has alye 
ground. — қ plans through, it was a tough 
After retiring as president of 2ajustment to make, and he's 
Ayala Land Inc., the country’s glad that with Geo Estate, he is 
leading real estate develop- Sgain free to be passionately in- 
pp 
vice, “Tm so used to being on the 
head of the Office of the Presi- Lo Ab 


| line... to being emotionally 
dential Adviser for the Subic- committed to a plan,” Licuanan 
Clark Alliance for Develop- 


says 
ment and a two-year attempt "Such commitment helped 
at consulting, Licuanan із now Licuanan and the Ayala Land 
trying his hand at being ап en- organization steer the compa- 
trepreneur. nyfrom a spin-off unit of Ayala. 
Licuanan and former col- Corp. іп 1989 into the multi- 
leagues and investors have put billion-peso company it is to- 
up Geo Estate Development day. 
Corp., which is going up against The Atenean and Harvard 
his former company with its graduate could have also opted 
maiden project—The Beacon, a to jump at the chance to again 
residential condominium pro- be a chief executive of big cor- 
ject at the comer of Chino Roces porations here, but he says that 
and Ramon Arnaiz Avenues in after 40 years of working for 
Makati City. somebody else, it was time to 
“fm excited again,” says work for himself. 
Licuanan, adding that it feels It is quite a change, Licuanan On the plus side, Licuanan or less ап ош competition. 
good to be at the front line says. says ће is now much closer to This is our decision because 
again and in the thick of a de- Оп the negative side, he says the action. we wanted a product we can 
velopment project. he has to work with limited re- | “You don't have layers of bu- be proud of and we don't have 
Being a consultant to one of sources and his margin for error reaucracy between you and the to justify this to anyone else. 
the country’s biggest corpora- is more limited. Every project marketplace. You can focus In a large, publicly listed cor- 
tions has its perks, but Licuanan has to be a success. more on the actual business. poration, you may have to jus- 
You don't have to spend so tify this to some fund manager 
nme much time on administration ог analyst who believes that a. 
«d à (budget sessions, personnel) corporation exists only to FRANCISCO H. Licuanan Ill enters the ranks of the entrepreneurs 
and on outside audiences like make money for the stock- 
5 the government or investors" holders," he says. attention to detail that makesit from P1.4 million to P9 mil- 
k he says. ‘And since he is his own boss, difficult. A lot of art goes into lion 

“In essence, you are more of ће also has more time to pursue it,” he says. Construction will go full blast 
a “doer” and less of an admin- his other passions, like photog- Не believes that with The early next year, and the units of 
istrator. I prefer this since I raphy. Beacon, he hit the right bal- the first tower will be turned 
have always been a doer. Ien- Не just came back from ance between art and sci- overin2011. 
joy doing things. Ayaw ko ng Africa wherehewentonsafari ence. Being the first project he can 
“pamanage manage lang,” he Some things remain the Тһе Beacon is the first of truly call his own, Licuanan is 
adds. same, however, like business three towers to be put up in anxious but at the same time 

Licuanan also says that as an philosophies. the area. It stands 44 stories confident that he has himself a 
entrepreneur, he can actually Licuanan says he is bringing tall with amenities that in- winner 
take more risks unlike before to Geo Estate the same princi- clude а 450-square-meter And it is a good time to take 
when he had to deal with other ples that have helped define pool, 300-meter jogging trail risks with the real estate sector 
people's money. Ayala Land—that of giving to with exercise stations, 225- on the upswing. 

“in a similar vein, you can the customer what he paid бог sq.m. two-level gym and 7,000 This is why Licuanan is 
decide to give abetterproduct and going the extra mile for sq.m. of landscaped gardens, putting his own money and 
even if it means making less him. as well as services such as a those of partners and in- 
money because you don't As Licuanan always says, lobby concierge, shuttle and vestors оп The Beacon, which 
have third parties telling you “good enough is never good chambermaids. is just the first of many that he 
that you have to maximize enough.” Buyers can choose among plans to put up through Geo 
profits. For example, іп “The “Real estate is very easy to studio type, two-bedroom, Estate 
Beacon,” we are giving asupe- understand. What we dois push three-bedroom, garden and With Licuanan at the helm, it 
rior product at the same price dirt and pour cement. It is the loft units with prices ranging is almost a sure bet. 


Helping people make a new beginning BILL 
“Giving” than five years ago, the findings view)—author Clinton speaks Clinton said there must be a lo- C LI N T 0 N 


By Bill Clinton. of which revealed something of “gifts of reconciliation and cal language to denote “new be- 
Alfred A. Knoff, 2007 heartwarming about us Fil. new beginnings.” ginning.” There was such a 
ipinos, even in the midst of so And so you jump to chapter word: “Dawn”—which became 

By Dante M. Velasco much poverty and of pervasive six and change your impression the baby's name. 
Contributor economic difficulties. about this American President Another form of giving is “or- 
Our countrymen “have the whose conviction about bring- ganizing markets for the public 
GIVING. IT 15 A WORD THAT heart” to give to worthy causes ing peace to conflict-ridden good.” Clinton speaks of Wal- 
instantly reminds you of a virtue. Jike education for the youth, the peoples sounds so real. mart, which greatly reduced its 
thatis much spoken of but is less welfare of women and фе Allatonce, you geta ringside energy use, saving 324,000 tons 
WR health of individuals. seat seeing scenes of a leader in of coal, 67 million gallons of oil, 

yet it 5 KIN the thick of the action in Ire- and saving 3,800 trees 
isalso one EXECUTIVE Cautious admiration land, the Middle East, Rwanda, changing its packaging. E 
word that EAD And yet the refreshing—if etc, believing with the author Actually, Clinton also deals 
doesn't not startling—news is фага fa- that, in the midst of people with the traditional avenues of 
fail to challenge you to make а mous and controversial former “torn apart by group violence, giving—lke giving money—with 
«сроке. Are you giving, or are American President like Bill you have the ability to see oth- а difference: He gives us mind- 
you taking? Are you a giver ora Clinton will author a book, sim- ers as people—to respect them, boggling facts and figures. 

taker? ply titled “Giving.” The sub-title communicate with them, live For example, the Bill and 
Of course, many аге so busy “How Each of Us Can Change alongside them and, yes, for- Melinda Gates Foundation have 
climbing the corporate ladder the World” is, in journalistic give them.” given more than a billion dol- 
that the question does not both- parlance, “editorializing.” You read about Nelson Man- lars for healthcare in Africa and 
er them at all. They are pos- ` Curiosity (why would Clin- dela of South Africa who India. Some people organized 
sessed by the acquisitive im- ton be writing of giving when formed a government bringing groups like “Make a Wish" (like 
pulse, and they validate their he can have a memoir on geo- into his Cabinet even his the local version “Wish Ko 
existence or value by how much political realities, for example?) fiercest critics, who dishes outa Lang”) where children with life- 
they own, how famous they are, gives way to cautious admira- message for our time in this threatening medical conditions twice to allow all those strate- do something more with one 
orhowmuchpowertheywield. tion when you read the intro- country: “The only way to face live their dreams before they gies, names and details to sink “last full measure of devotion.” 
This philosophy—and prac- duction and there youareintro- the future was to let go of the go. in—because they comprise a "Тһе book recounts Clinton's 
tice—of giving are supposed tobe duced to a gentle soul who past.” vast menu of options for any ex- talk with Andre Agassi who put 
the pre-occupation of business- learned about giving by SG What matters ecutive's plan to enrich his CSR up a school called Agassi Prep, 
men-philanthropists, religious “tithing” in a church, and who New beginnings The book is meant to be read (corporate social responsibility) and author Clinton’ quotes 
‘workers, members of civil society, was actually giving of himselfin Clinton's accounts of “givers” once—to get a perspective of programs. something that shouldn't fail to 
fund raising specialists, academi- various teen-driven projects. involved inbringingin“newbe- the expanded dimensions of And then the book must be challenge anyone: "Winning а 
cians and the wonderful folks in ^ ‘Then you note that this is not ginnings” expand and deepen giving provided by a leader read a third time as you con- tennis tournament doesn't com- 
public relations who have the ad- your usual “giving” book that our view of “giving.” The author “who has been there done that” template what really matters in pare to the anticipation of what 
ionalexperiseoffundraisimg should serve аз the resource speaks about a woman who lost ina big way and who has “put this Ше, what you want to do these kids will do with their 
"Truth to tell, this author was guide of grantseekers and nine of her own children, but his money where his mouth is” for the rest of your existence, lives" Speaking of giving, that's 
involved in a survey commis- fund-raisers, because—from who recently gave birth to a by organizing the Clinton De- especially when you are quite the most powerful “serve” Agas- 
sioned by the United Nations giving money, time, things and days-old baby. She asked Сіп. velopment Initiative. blessed with fame and for- si delivered. (dantemvelas 

Children’s Fund (Unicef) more skills (the traditional ton to give him a name, and Then, the book must be read tune—and yet feel that you сап co@yahoo.com) 


NOLNITS 1118 


IN THIS ISSUE 
Tessa in pursuit of 
happiness /C4 
atHOME with the very 
cool Anton Ramos /F1 


MLUSTRAVON BY STEPH BRAVO 


PA Chelo Banal-Formoso 


7 Ме name/agelity/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at ifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


Anyone can write. The 

difficulty is in finding 

and crystallizing that 
perfect moment that 
makes our hearts skip 


And she just couldn't 
stop reading 


By Crystal Gail Shangkuan Koo 
Contributor 


[44 LL АКТ IS QUITE USE- 
less,” wrote Oscar Wilde 
with great flourish near- 


ly 120 years ago as he ended the 
preface to “The Picture of Dorian 


` a beatand see beauty 
in gray reality 


The importance 
ofbeing useless 


heartily agree. 

When I was studying literature in 
the University of the Philippines, 
people would ask what my course 
was, get an answer, give a polite 
pause, and then ask curiously what 
Tintended to do with it. In Sydney, 
where I was studying Creative Wi 


taneously get another, more practi- 
cal degree so as not to be left out in 
the cold. 

In Hong Kong, a friend of mine 
told her own friend about what I 
had been studying all my life, and 
her friend apparently recoiled in 
horror. 


By Grace Shangkuan Koo 
Contributor 


not unlike Helen Keller when she fi- 
nally understood that there was a 
word for water. 

Crystal, our daughter, must have been 
about two years and nine months old 
when she vocalized the words with un- 
derstanding and discovered she could 
read. She was actually reading! ‘She 
laughed gleefully, pattering around the 
living room holding her newfound 
love—a Ladybird book of “Sleeping 
Beauty.” 

Not exactly her kind of story, but the 
magnificence and magic of words sud- 
denly dawned on her. And as if visited by 
the fairy godmother, she went out of her 
character and read a page aloud to her 
aunt, who had happened to drop by in 


ЈЕ WAS HER EUREKA MOMENT— 


A mother talks about 

her early-reader daughter 
and the rewards 

of having discovered 

the magic of words 


the midst of this serendipitous en- 
counter. 2 


Words and worlds 

This fascination for words followed 
Crystal everywhere. I remember we 
were at the pediatrician's clinic for a 
monthly checkup. Crystal reached for 
the medicine box on the table, took out 
the instruction sheet and decoded the 
contraindications! On our way home she 
couldn't stop reading street signs aloud. 


AND SHE/C2 


Gray.” It's something with which! ing, someone advised me to simul- THE IMPORTANCE/ C2 


Acme Jewelry celebrates a milestone with the opening of its 
fourth branch at the Ayala Trinoma Mall. Acme Jewelry 
boutiques cater to a diverse clientele, introducing innovative 
design options that allow customers to express their 
individuality. Clients choose from a generous selection of fine 
diamonds, unusual colored stones, and genuine South Sea 
Pearls set in 18 karat white and yellow gold. 


Acme jewelry collections stay true to the classics while 
keeping abreast with international jewelry trends. According 
to head designer Maribel de Dios, "Fashion is the source of 
inspiration behind our jewelry. This year, romantic swirls, 
cascading gems, soft colors, and whimsical details are very 
much in demand. 


Apart from the specialty collections, Acme also offers custom 
designed pieces. 


For added convenience, clients can take advantage of Acme's 
flexible layaway plans. 


Acme Trinoma is the latest step in the expansion of Acme 
Jewelry The company is opening more branches in the 
outlying areas of Metro Manila and key provincial cities. 


Асте Jewelry boutiques are located at Level 1 of the Ayala 
Trinoma Mali, Ground Level of Glorietta 3, Upper Ground 
Level of Alabang Town Center, and at the Entertainment Mall 
of SM Mall of Asia. Inquiries may be directed to the Acme 
Head Office, 813-4042. 


Above: A series of 18k white gold rings with round briliant-cut diamonds and coloured gemstones such as a blue topaz, pink sapphires, citrine, 
london blue, peridot, amethyst, and coloured sapphires. Left: A pair of slim chandelier earrings in white gold with citrine briolette and beads 
accented with small diamonds, and dangling earrings with yellow oro verde stones and diamonds. Below: A matching set of ring 4 earrings 


with mult-hued oval sapphires and white diamonds. 


манган 
EUROPE. NOW BETTER THAN BEFORE. 

Flying to Europe has never been this better with 

exceptional choices from your 5-star airline. 

Qatar Airways flies to 17 European destinations via Doha 

vith 9 weekly lights between Manila arid Doha and 

3 weekly flights between Cebu and Doha. 


For more information, visit qatarairways.com or please 
contact your local travel agent or Qatar Airways. 
Manila (632) 812 1888, Cebu (6332) 232 1000 


C: ЖЕ 


By Queena N. Lee-Chua 


EENAGER JONATHAN ALDRIC 
| Chua garnered honorable men- 
tion at the 48th International 
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) in 
Hanoi, Vietnam last July. The IMO is 
the most prestigious math fest in the 
world, with more than 500 contestants 
from nearly a hundred nations com- 
peting this year. Chua represented the 
Philippines, together with Tobit James 
Narciso, Darren Mendell Sy, Jeffrey 
Kenneth Go, Stephanie Anne Oliveros, 
and Carlo Francisco Adajar. They were 
coached by team leaders Тап Garces 
and Timothy Teng from the Ateneo de 
Manila University Math Department. 

In 1959, the first IMO took place in 
Romania, with participants from the 
Eastern bloc. Since then, the IMO has 
expanded to five continents, with con- 
testants not older than 20 years old. 

In 1984, Filipino students per- 
formed well in the Australian Math 
Competition, so the Philippines was in- 
vited to compete in the IMO. Under the 
tutelage of head coach Jose Marasi- 
gan, four high school students traveled 
to Canberra in 1988, and Ateneo High 
School зе Victor Luchangco 
bagged the honorable mention, miss- 
ing the bronze medal by just one point. 

In the IMO, creativity, rigor, and per- 
severance are required. Speed is not so 
much emphasized as clarity of solu- 
tion. On each of two days, contestants 
have to solve three problems in four 
and a half hours. Afterwards, leaders. 
and their deputies coordinate with 
each other to discuss whether evalua- 
tions have been done well. 


Intensive training 

“My parents were my first teachers 
in life and in math,” Chua said. “My 
mom opened my eyes to the beauty of 
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Let's do the math on RP's 
poor math education 


JONATHAN Aldric Chua receives 
honorable mention in the premier math 
festin the world. 


numbers. Then my teachers in Saint 
Jude Catholic School, the trainors 
from the Mathematics Trainers’ Guild 
and the professors from Ateneo and 
the University of the Philippines in- 
spired me. Aside from textbooks, I read 
other math books either for recreation 
or for supplementary knowledge.” 

Garces and Teng thank several sec- 
tors for helping in the selection and 
training, such as Zamboanga Chong 
Hua High School, Math Society of the 
Philippines, Metrobank Foundation, 
and Science Education Institute of the 
Department of Science and Technolo- 
gy. Intensive training sessions were 
held in Antipolo, Ateneo and UR and 
for a couple of days last May, a former 
coach of the Canadian mathematics 
team lectured the team. 

The team faced many problems. 
“The students did not have enough 
math background,” said Garces. “They 
encountered some basic concepts only 
during training. True, they knew some 


theory, but they lacked deep under- 
Standing, just like swimmers who 
knew strokes theoretically, but come 
swim time, would sink." 

"The Philippine ambassador in Viet- 
nam lamented the education system in 
our country" Teng said. "Only three 
countries have basic education of less 
than 12 years, and we are one of them. 
If we are to make any significant 
progress, changes must be done, par- 
ticularly in math.” 

"When Romania learned that its best 
students were not able to solve more 
than half of the problems during the 
1959 IMO, its education ministry 
changed the curriculum of the science 
high schools towards deep thinking," 
Garces said. "Sad to say, thisis not hap- 
pening here. Our science high schools 
‘want college math, such as calculus, 
but the students cannot even prove ba- 
sic math concepts. They focus on com- 
putations rather than critical thinking. 
leave college math to college, and 
concentrate on high school math to 
deepen understanding of the basics. 

“The best trainers for the IMO 
should be high school teachers. They 
teach the students five days a week. 
Though difficult, it is not impossible to 
learn problem solving. I hope that the 
deputy leader in the future would 
come from a high school.” 


Big event 

Chua said he was excited during the 
IMO, especially when he solved per- 
fectly this problem: In triangle ABC, 
the bisector of angle BCA intersects the 
circumcircle again at R, the perpendic- 
ular bisector of BC at В and the perpen- 
dicular bisector of AC at Q. The mid- 
point of BC is K and the midpoint of AC 
is L. Prove that the triangles RPK and 
RQL have the same area. 

“The best problem solvers are all 
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OUR TEAM takes a break at the Philippine embassy іп Hanoi. (Left column, front to 
back) Jeffrey Go, Tobit Narciso, Jonathan Chua, Darren Sy; (right column, front to 
back) Carlo Adajar, deputy Timothy Teng, leader lan Garces, Stephanie Oliveros 


here,” said Garces. "I met my idol, the 
Polish coach. Imagine the Olympics, 
where basketball players from other 
countries play against their NBA idols! 
But with the help of new friends, espe- 
cially the Singaporeans, I was able to 
play the game with the others." 

“The IMO taught me fortitude and 
perseverance,” Chua said. “No matter 
how difficult the problem is, we cannot 
give up without trying our best. The 
IMO also aims to foster friendship 
among contestants. We gained a lot of 
friends during our stay, from countries 
such as Albania, Taiwan, Montenegro, 
and New Zealand." 


Thefuture 

Chua did well in the IMO, but the 
Philippine team placed 84th out of 93 
countries. How can we do better? 

Future contestants, Garces advised, 
should not wait for teachers to give 
problems. "The Internet is a good 
source of review materials. Hard work 
will do the rest. Contestants must be 


well rounded, good in number theory, 
combinatorics, geometry and algebra. 
Mastering only one area is not 
enough.” 

But Teng said, “It's all about balance. 
Contestants should be disciplined dur- 
ing training, not only because they are 
representing our country, but also be- 
cause opportunities like the IMO are 
rare. Many students would love to be 
in their position. But at the same time, 
contestants should enjoy the momer 
Its important to create an environ- 
ment that will allow them to be com- 
fortable with each other. Contestants 
should not think of the IMO as a com- 
petition among themselves, but rather 
they should push each other to become , 
better.” 

Chua agreed. “Never be afraid of dif- 
ficult questions. Take the contest seri- 
ously, but enjoy the process. After all, 
math is fun." 


E-mail the author at blessbook@ya- 
hoo.com. 


The importance of being useless ..... 


Even Plato had poets exiled 
from his ideal Republic because 
they were liars and a colossal 
waste of breathing space. 

In defense, Sir Philip Sydney, 
in 16th-century, schoolboy pi- 
losopo style, argued that poets 
never said they were telling the 
truth in the first place, and 
Matthew Arnold proclaimed 
that culture is the sign of true 
civilization. 

1 happen to think that writ- 
ing—and all art for that mat- 
ter—is a soapbox, with which 
we can get a glimpse of a life 
other than our own once in a 
while. 

Sometimes I think we take for 
granted how large the world re- 
ally is. We tend to think of our- 
selves as the protagonists of the 
story of the world. The world is 
all about us, and without us the. 
world just cannot exist. 

Try imagining the world 

out you and you will find 
the same unwillingness to 
imagine that the unperturbed 
world will keep on turning its 
merry way after you die. The 
rigors of surviving simply force 
us to forget how many other 
protagonists there are in this 
world. 


Different histories 

The world’s population is 
currently 6.6 billion. Thats 
6.6 billion different histories al- 
together, each one with its own 
context, language, plot, twist 
and resolution. This means that 
when youre in a crowded, 
silent elevator, each person who 
is staring at the blinking num- 
bers above you has his or her 
own drama unfolding at that 
Very moment. It just so hap- 
pened that this tiny part of his 
or her story has involved step- 
ping into an elevator, with you 
as an extra. 

Each person has a story be- 
cause the world is cruel and 
merciful to us in many different 
ways, and if you dig deep 
enough, you'll find that none of 
the stories are ever boring, even 
if you've only made up the story 
just from the way the person 
looked. Even the mere exis- 
tence of a person already tells 
the story of two other people. 

Now we all know that the 
world is bigger than us, but like 
infinity, the idea of it is too sur- 
real for our minds to fully grasp. 
What the people who write 
these stories do is transform new, 


that inert knowledge into felt 
awareness. The world is vast, 
chaotic and painfully beautiful 
in its ugliness and splendor, and 
writers are people who try to 
find order in that chaos to pro- 
duce something our minds can 
finally recognize. 

And this is by no means an 
easy process. 125 a challenge of 
choosing details, filling gaps, 
melding fact and fiction, getting 
what is in one's mind “out 
there” 
boundaries, knowing when to 
stop. 


Revealing the spectator 

In the end, art does not so 
much reflect reality as it reveals 
the spectator. It shows us as ei- 
ther readers or writers—how 
very little we truly know. The fi- 
nal product is a kind of beauty 
borne in the rush of experience, 
in the realization of something 


THE AUTHOR (above, right) at 
the 2007 Palanca Memorial 
Awards for Literature with mom 
Grace and (left) with Sen. Mar 


Roxas 


flawed humanity. 

And what use is all this beau- 
ty? What use does beauty have 
in the first place? 

“Beauty is its own excuse for 
being,” said Emerson to a flow- 
er 170 years ago, telling us in 
very elevated language that it's 
quite useless. The unanswer- 
able question here is not so 
much why people write, but our 
own appetite for something 
greater than all of us. 

The truth about writing is 
that anyone can do it. The dil 
culty is in finding and crystalliz- 
ing that perfect moment that 
makes our hearts skip a beat 
and see, in the grayness of our 
mundane reality, a fleeting red 


of beaury. 


accurately, setting 


ation" 


in the appreciation of 


"We can forgive a man for 
making a useful thing as long as 
he does not admire it,” wrote 
Wilde. “The only excuse for 
making a useless thing is that 
one admires it intensely." 


E-mail the author at crys- 
tal@koo.org. 


(Editor’s Note: The author 
won third prize for her short sto- 
ry “Benito Salazar's Last Cre- 
in the 2007 Palanca 
Memorial Awards for Litera- 
ture—her first entry.) 


And she just couldn't 


1 was a doctorate student 
then, and she wanted to read 
my research journals. 

Asa primary grade student, 
she'd come down the stairs at 
6:30 a.m. to take her breakfast 
while holding a book. Gulping 
down the cereal with the 
spoon on her right hand, her 
left hand would turn the pages 


quite adeptly. 


In our travels 1 found her, a 
toddler, sitting primly on a 
quiet corner at the airport 
reading a book that she had 
prepared for the long waits. 
Every trip thereafter, 
wouid agonize over which 
among her books she should 
keep herself from reading so 
she could reserve it for long 


flights. 


museums. 


proper syntax. 


While she enjoyed physical 
activities during travels, Crys- 
tal did not mind doing the 
rounds of cultural visits. She 
busied herself reading texts of 
historical backgrounds and 
explanations of exhibits and 
experiments in art and science 


Certainly a bit precocious 
for a 5-year-old but she was a 
shy litde girl, absorbed in a 
world of words and fantasy. 1 
learned that this childhood in- 
troversion is a characteristic of 
serious readers. She was all 
ears for stories--real or fic- 
tion. She listened intently to 
tour guides narrating legends 
of a country's origins. The real 
stories in “saga proportion” 
that her maternal aunts nar- 
rated also made for a rich 
store of resources. 


Rhyming and writing 
When I first discovered that 
she was creating non-sense 
and sensible rhymes while ly- 
ing on her bed, I placed a tape 
recorder near her bed. I 
picked up pieces of scribbled 
verses that she wrote on the 
back of used pad papers when 
she was in gradc school. She 
wouldn't hear of showing any 
of her “writings” to others, al- 
ways saying they were noth- 
ing. But I noticed the rhymes 
and meters, parallelisms and 


When she was in third 


10. 


she hand-written stories. 
her friends 


among the 


pectation. 


Unusual choices 
Her 


great 


year from us. 


grade, she was reading C.S. 
Lewis. At that age she already 
knew she wanted to be a writ- 
er. In sixth grade, she took out 
her Dad's yellowing copies of 
Tolkien's books and could not 
stop reading, dissecting and 
discussing the author with his 
Dad until she exhausted her 
thoughts on Tolkien for her 
eventual UP thesis, which 
earned her a perfect grade of 


In her late elementary and 
high school years she would 
keep spiral notebooks of her 


brought one of those to school 
to put in more entries during 
recess time, and before long 
discovered 
notebook and circulated it 
students—free 
reading for all. Her classmates 
actually “demanded” a new 
"chapter" each day She was 
earnest to live up to that ex- 


favorite gifts were 
heavy dictionaries and the- 
sauruses, books on the origins 
of words and languages, and 
anthologies of all genres of 
writings—unusual 
choices for a kid, but she was 
actually reading them from 
page to page! She taught me 
the word "atavism" when I 
said she was so unlike me, in 
terms of fondness for clothes, 
but so like her grandmother. 
Visits to bookstores were 
the best treats of all. First, it 
was the young reader's section 
of National Book Store, then 
Barnes 8 Noble in the US 
(where we had to make a stop 
in every city), and further on, 
Amazon.com for the wish list. 
Then came the first Power- 
Books on, Pasay Road in 
Makati, then Page One at 
Rockwell (later changed to 
Fully Booked). There was also 
Kinokunoya on Orchard Road 
in Singapore, and beside City 
Hall in Sydney, Eslite in Tai- 
wan, and Page One in Times 
Square, Hong Kong, which 
sometimes got three visits a 


From page CI 


The whole family knows the 
nooks and corners of these 
plates. 

Crystal always chose her 
books well. She would start 
with a big bunch of books. My 
only rule was: ihree classics 
and three modern titles for 
each visit. From her grab of 
some 20 books, she'd painful- 
ly eliminate those of lesser 
value, which could wait, be 
borrowed in school or would 
not be read again! Even at a 
young age, she could discern 
degrees of literary excellence. 
Her book collection in her 
room, now spilling to the fam- 
ily room, makes for a library of 
excellent selections. 


She 


5 Winner twice over 
Crystal went on to major in 
Anglo-American Literature at 
UB graduating magna cum 
је in 2005. After a year in 


darin certificate program, she 
went to University of New 
South Wales in Sydney for her 
MA in Creative Writing and 
graduated July this year (with 
distinction). Currently, at 22, 
she teaches high school Er 
glish in an international 
school in Hong Kong. 

Her greatest joy these past 
two weeks have been to be 
named winner in two major lit- 
erary competitions: first prize 
for her poem "Corridor" in the 
University of New South Wales’ 
literary journal Unsweetened, 
and third prize in the Palanca 
Awards for her short story “Ben- 
ito Salazars Last Cre- 
ation” —her first attempt in this 
prestigious awarding body. 

She said the reason for this 
brave attempt was that, since 
winning a Palanca would be 
something so' unexpected, if 
she didn't hear anything about 
her entry, she wouldn't feel 
disappointed. The day after 
the awards night, on our way 
to the airport, she reflected 
with a smile: “I thought a 
Palanca would be something 
Td get when I am old and 
ва 


E-mail 
grace@koo.org 


author 


3 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


Sunday LIFESTYLE 


Roors AND WINGS 
Cathy Babao-Guballa 


Dengue and rainy-day diseases 


TOGETHER WITH THE RAINS COME 
dreaded childhood diseases such as 
pneumonia and dengue--illnesses 
thatstrike not only children but adults 
as well 

Our good friend, Cris Paraso, city ed- 
itor of Businessworld, is still at the 
Medical City (MC) as of this writing, 
due to a bad bout with dengue. Unfor- 
tunately, it was not only Cris, but his 
three daughters as well who got sick; 
two of them landed in the ICU fora few 
days, due to the same illness. Only his 
wife, Ruth, was spared from dengue 
but you can begin to imagine her stress 
levels keeping watch over three 
daughters and a husband. Its a good 
thing that our home church, Greenhills 
Christian Fellowship, threw .n their 
full moral and spiritual support and 
thankfully all of them are on the way 
to recovery. 

Yesterday I was at our pediatrician's 
clinic and noted that there were а 
higher number of patients waiting in 
line. Dr. Joseph Regalado, who has 
been taking care of my children for the 
last 10 years, confirmed that there was 
an increase in the number of dengue, 
upper respiratory ailments and pneu- 
monia patients over the last month or 
so. This was also confirmed to me by 
Dr Cynthia Juico who chairs the 
school health program of the Philip- 
pine Pediatrics Society and the Depart- 
ment of Pediatrics over at Manila Doc- 
tors. She also told me that when she 
was in Bacolod last week, she noted 
that there were a high number of 
dengue cases being reported. 

Pneumonia is a lung infection that 
can be caused by different types of 
germs, including bacteria, viruses, fun- 
gi, and parasites. Although’ different 
types of pneumonia tend to affect chil- 


BABY MAGAZINES [У 
September issue fo- | 
cuses on first-time 
parenting. Preparing 
foryour first baby be- 
comes easier with 
checklists on must- 
brings, articles on 
signs of labor and 
anecdotes | from 
husbands and dads 
about their fateful 

trip to the hospital, 

with tips for first- 

timers on how to P 
make the trip go E 
more smoothly. balak 

There's also a feature on 
understanding in-laws and 
how to make it a win-win sit- 
uation when your spouse's 
parents seem to be taking 
over your life. 

Other topics covered in 
this latest issue of Baby are 
fun mom-baby bonding ac- 
tivities, dealing with a tod- 
dler during the terrible two's, 
natural healing methods for 
kids diarrhea and vomiting, 
insights on keeping a child 
secure when one of the par- 
ents is away, and tips on mak- 
ing and following a family 
budget. 

Feature stories include the 
fascinating waterbirth expe- 


rience 


ni and 


Good read 
for first-time parents 


first successful waterbirthing 
patient at Asian Hospital and 
Medical Center and the first 
recorded hospital waterbirth 
case in the country. 

In the pregnancy pages, 
discover solutions to a sag- 
ging self-image during preg- 
nancy and ways to encourage 
greater 
your husband during those 
months before delivery. 

Baby magazine is available 
nationwide at National Book- 
store, SM Department Store 
baby section, Baby & Co., 
Babyland, Power Books, Bufi- 


Prevention is still the best solution 


dren in different age groups, pneumo- 
nia is most commonly caused by virus- 
es. When this happens, symptoms of 
pneumonia begin after two or three 
days of a cold or sore throat. 

The incubation period for pneumo- 
nia varies, depending on the type of 
virus or bacteria causing the infection. 
Some common incubation periods are: 
respiratory syncytial virus, 4 to 6 days; 
influenza, 18 to 72 hours. 

treatment, most types of bacte- 
rial pneumonia can be cured within 1 
to 2 weeks. Viral pneumonia may last 
longer. Mycoplasmal pneumonia may 
take 4 to 6 weeks to resolve completely. 

The viruses and bacteria that cause 
pneumonia are contagious and are 
usually found in fluid from the mouth 


or nose of an infected person. Illness 
Can spread when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes on a person, by shar- 
ing drinking glasses and eating uten- 
sils, and when a person touches the 
used tissues or handkerchiefs of an in- 
fected person. 

Dr. Juico suggests the following pre- 
ventive measures to avoid pneumonia 
during the rainy season: 

“Avoid crowded places such as 
malls. Infants and young children are 


-especially prone to contracting air- 


borne diseases. As much as possible 
avoid bringing your children to crowd- 
ed areas unless necessary. 

“Practice hand-washing as frequent- 
ly as possible to avoid hand to mouth 
transmission of germs. Carry a hand 
sanitizer in your bag. 

“Remind all family members about 
the practice of covering one's mouth 
when coughing or sneezing. 

“Refrain from eating junk food and 
juices as these can irritate the bacteria 
present in the throat. 

“Drink plenty of water, at least 8-10 
glasses a day and take adequate 
amounts of vitamin C. Get enough 
sleep and rest to keep your immune 
system up. Take your vitamins daily." 


No joking matter 

Dengue fever on the other hand isa 
flu-like illness that is spread by the bite 
ofaninfected Aedes mosquito. 

Dengue is no joking matter, and ev- 
ery year, at around this time all the way 
until January of February, parents 
need to be very conscious of this dis- 
ease and take precautions to prevent 
the mosquito from visiting their 
homes. 


School administrators need to be 
aware of the number of dengue cases 
that hit their school's «population. 
Schools with construction sites on- 
campus should be more vigilant about 
hygiene measures so that their stu- 
dents are adequately protected. 

1 came across a highly informative 
brochure on Dengue, ‘produced by 
their Center for Patient Partnershi 
describes the onset of Dengue fever as 
starting suddenly with a high fever, 
rash, severe headache, pain behind the 
eyes, muscle and joint pains. 

Nausea, vomiting and loss of ap- 
petite are common symptoms. A rash 
usually appears three to four days after 
the start of the fever. Anyone who is 
bitten by an infected mosquito can get 
dengue fever. 

Risk factors of dengue hemorthagic 
fever include a person's age and im- 
mune status, as well as the strain of the 
virus. 

Persons previously infected with one 
or more types of the virus are at 
greater risk for developing severe 
dengue hemorrhagic fever if infected 
again. 

There are no vaccines as of yet and 
the key preventive measure is to elimi- 
nate mosquito breeding sites. 

Remember that the Aedes mosquito 
lives and breeds in clean, stagnant wa- 
ter. Observe the following preventive 


measures: 

Regularly inspect your surround- 
ings and discard items that can collect 
rain or run-off water - old tires, plant 
pots, roof gutters, plants with very 
huge leaves, drums that contain water 
should be covered at all times. Regu- 
larly change water in outdoor bird 
baths and pet and animal containers. 

*Use mosquito repellants. OFF 
mosquito repellant now has several 
variants, one to suit every need. John- 
son and Johnson also have a product 
that is safe for infant skin. 1 also discov- 
ered an all-natural repellant available 
at GIGA over at Tiendesitas that pro- 
tects just as well. Spray or rub the re- 
pellant on your skin and clothes. 

* Burn citronella or eucalyptus oil 
in an aromatherapy burner to ward of 
these pesky mosquitoes and other 
pests. 

‘© While outdoors, during times that 
mosquitoes bite—from 5 to 8 a.m. and 
from 4 to 6 p.m.—wear long-sleeved 
shirts and long pants. 

elf you experience any of the 
dengue symptoms, report these to 
your doctor right away. 

Be extra vigilant during the wet rea- 
son. It's always better to be safe than 
sorry. 


Email the author 
babao@gmail.com 
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Express delivery for students 


DHL, THE WORLD'S LEADING 
express and logistics company, 
has launched DHL Student Ex- 
press, a new express delivery 
service designed exclusively for 
students who plan to study 
overseas. 

DHL Student Express is a fast 
and reliable retail express ser- 
Vice that facilitates the trans- 
port of school application 
forms, transcripts of records 
and other important school doc- 
Wments overseas. Personal 
items such as books and cloth- 
ing may also be sent to school 
dormitories through Student 
Express. 

DHL Student Express will as- 
sist the large number of Filipino 
students who aspire to continue 
their studies abroad. Over 1.6 
million students from across the 
Asia Pacific, including the 
Philippines, apply to education- 
alinstitutions overseas. 

Some of the popular destina- 


India, 


press 


weigh in at 0.5-2.5 kg, while the 
Student Express Package ranges 
2.5-5 kg. 

Shipments are monitored by 
real-time online tracking and 
shippers notified of deliveries 
Ма short messaging service 
(SMS). Clients can also call a 
24-hour customer service hot- 
line for delivery inquiries. 

DHL Student Express deliveries 
are marked with a seal of DHEs 
precision handling through the 
Student Express sticker. 


tions include the USA, United 
Kingdom, 
Canada, 
Spain, 


Australia, France, 
Japan, Germany, 
New Zealand, Singapore, 
China, Taiwan, Hong 


Kong and Switzerland. 

Students who use DHL Stu- 
dent Express will enjoy a 15- 
percent discount with every 
transaction. Student Express is 
available 
package categories. Student Ex- 


in document and 


documents may either 
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just connect camera 


Light, compact and portable: optional 
battery pack for CP750 and ESI 


24° LCD colour viewer (CP750) / 
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CHING Montinola, Mercy Tuason, Rupert Jacinto, Tessie Luz and. 


National Artist Arturo Luz 


ние > 
TOURISM Undersecretary 
Cynthia Carrion. 


PAT CARLOS and Jaime Bautista 


HE PURSUIT OF HAPPI- 
| ness is a lifelong search. 
The journey is made 
worthwhile by memorable ex- 
periences and friendships made 
along the way. Along the way, 
those who find enlightenment 
often agree that tlie challenge is 
not about acquiring the most 
assets but about finding passion. 
in everyday life. 

And it is in what we are pas- 
sionate about that each one of 
us differs. Take world-class рһо- 
tographer Rupert Jacinto, 
whose new passion is mixed- 
media photography. At his well- 
attended cocktail reception at 
the St. Francis Shangri-La 
Place, the “Nieuw Art” exhibit 
presented Jacinto's mural art- 
works in photography, comput- 
er graphics on canvas and 
acrylic painting. The exhibit al- 
so featured the dazzling ab- 
stract installations. of Jaime 
Ponce de Leon. 

The guest of honor, Ambas- 
sador Ryu Yamazald of Japan, 
was all praises in his glowing re- 
marks and invited Rupert to ex- 
hibit in Japan. This lovable am- 
bassador is headed back home 
as his term is over but he has 
promised to keep close ties with 
his Filipino friends. 

Hours after the ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremonies with the other 
guests of honor like Makati 
Mayor Jejomar Binay and 
Shangri-La chair Andy 
Bautista, five Jacinto artworks 
were raffled off to very lucky 
winners. 

The art-loving guests enjoyed. 
wine provided by Tita Trillo of 
Titania and a buffet spread by 
Annie Guerrero of C2 Classic 
Cuisine. Major sponsors were 
St. Francis Shangri-La Place, 
Eimee Cragun and Divine Lee. 
The event was presented in co- 
operation with Remy Martin 
and Paradise Mango Rum. 


HSBC card 
To the unenlightened like 


me, happiness equals shopping, 
and there is nothing like the HS- 


JAYMI'S Grill owners Jaymi, Juanmi and Queenie Laurel with friends 
Jenny and Edward Chua, and Isabel Barandiaran 


JAYMI'S Grill guests Arsenic Laurel and Alex 
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TRAVELIFE Magazine editor Liza Cuenca, 
Lorraine Belmonte and Allana Montelibano 
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RIBBON-CUTTING. Andy Bautista, Sandie Poblador, Eimee Cragun, Ambassador Ryu CONSUL Agnes Huibonhoa, Heloise 
Yamazaki, Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, Jacinto, Marivic Vazquez, David Lim and Tina Jacinto Romualdez and Tina Jacinto 


Passion and the search for happiness 


BC Mabuhay Visa to assist in 
this pursuit. HSBC recently 
launched the new FastFlights 
feature of their credit card to 
further sweeten the package 
(сай 85-800 or visit wwwchsbc. 
com.ph). 

According to HSBC's SVP for 
marketing and product devel- 
opment, Suresh Nanoo, card- 
holders can now buy extra miles 
with their HSBC Mabuhay Miles 
Visa, which helps them earn 
even more miles. And from now 
until Nov. 30, cardholders get 
two miles for the price of one. Tt 
may not be the path to enlight- 
enment, but sure is tempting! 

At the HSBC Card's fun-filled 
launch at the Rizal Ballroom of 
Shangri-La Makati, famous tour 
guide and event host Carlos 
Celdran urged guests to earn 
miles by taking the Promdi 
Challenges and everyone hap- 
pily rose to the occasion. 

Tourism Undersecretary Cyn- 
thia Carreon paddled a canoe 
in the Cagayan de Oro setting 
while determined designer Ra- 
jo Laurel biked back and forth 
on the bike trail in the Ca- 
marines Sur area. His energy al- 
lowed him to eam the most 
miles and win a free ticket to 
the local destination of his 
choice, 

Awarding the winners were 
HSBC's Nanoo and deputy CEO 
Martin Cook, as well as Philip- 
pine Airlines president Jimmy 
Bautista and VP for marketing 
Felix Cruz. The foursome raf- 
fled off enough raffle prizes to 
ensure that a good many in the 
crowd would be assisted in their 
journey toward enlightenment. 
The grand raffle prize was а 
ticket to Hong Kong, won by a 
truly enlightened guy, Ipe 
Cruz. 


Avatar 

My own HSBC card has been 
heavily swiped at the recent 
slew of Greenbelt 5 event раг. 
ties, such as the recent cocktails 
for Butch Carungays Avatar 
and the opening of funky, tal- 
ented designer Kate Torralba's 
new shop. Both Kate and Butch 
hail from Cebu and the island's 
creativity is truly showcased at 
their 685 outlets. 

The very bubbly Butch has 
the most lavishly awesome 
fashion accessories, to my 
mind. For a die-hard accessory 
queen, his creations are heav- 
enly divine. With Avatar open- 
ing at GBS, thanks to him and 
his Manila partner Mia Floren- 
cio, I no longer have to trek to 
Cebu to see the pieces from his 
latest collections. Faux dia- 
monds are truly my best 
friends 


Negros trade fair 

Speaking of creativity from 
outlying islands, the 22nd Ne- 
gros Trade Pair is coming soon! 
This edition will be held at the 
Rockwell Tent on Oct. 3-8. The 
Land of Sugar now generates 
sweeter-looking products like 
furniture and furnishings, gifts 
and houseware, fashion and ac- 
cessories. This annual fair has 
also lots of food: delicacies that 
are favorites of my kids. 


My passion is 
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chocolate, but OA, | Clare: 


with 


beauty 


Ican't indulge in it SR statuesque 


nowadays since it's 


Divine Lee 


reportedly bad for 
the voice, andI 
must keep whatever 
little voice Ihave 
for my, ahem, 
singing stint | 


NEGROS Trade Fair girls Reena Peña, Ina 


TESSA! оп TV Gaston and Mary Ann Colmenares 


Tessa Prieto-Valdes 


PAGCOR chair Efraim Genuino and new Mrs, Fields’ owners Sheryl PAZZO gelato ice cream owner 


and Gerwyn бес 


HSBC PR ladies Johanna Garcia. 
and Cat Manese 


BIKRAM yoga instructor Tristan. 
Choa and Sanya Faustmann 


The variety of Negros prod- 
ucts has expanded from just the 
usual Pinoy placemats and 
decor. With infused materials of 
natural weaves or shells, the 
new designs are quite impres- 
sive. This is one fair that will 
certainly be on my calendar! 


Pinoyfood 

Our journey toward enlight- 
enment is often found through 
food. Comfort food just hits the 
spot and is the perfect way to 
relax and relieve stress. In this 
area, there is nothing like Pinoy 
food. 

Real tasty Pinoy specialties 
like sisig, crispy pata, inihaw na 


Sito Senn 


baboy, pinalutong na hito and 

mango freeze are now being 

served in Jaymi's Grill, which 

has found a new home at 802 

Arnaiz Avenue, Makati. 
From its old place beside the 

mini-golf course at The Fort, 

Jaymi's Grill (tel. 815270/81) 

has moved to a new location 

near Don Bosco, while still re- 

taining its relaxed ambiance, 

wooden décor and reasonably SALA owners Chico Angeles and 

priced Pinoy dishes. Colin Mackay 
With basement parking and 

a second floor with function 

rooms for 20-150 persons, this 

new family restaurant is great 

for lunch with officemates or 

just hanging out with friends. 


Thanks to Mrs. Field's 
My own greatest passion in 
food is for chocolate. Unfortu- 
nately, Ive been told that 
chocolate is bad for the throat, 
so | am not indulging these А 4 
days as I am preserving what | MES 
little voice I have for my contin- ie 
ued stint оп GMA's “Celebrity CEBU beauty Amparito Lhuillier 
Duets.” and Cebu designer Jun Escario 
It's a good thing I was able to 
eat lots of Mrs. Field’s choco: 
late-chip cookies and fudge 
brownies weeks ago when they 
opened the Mrs. Fields Café on 
the cinema level of the super gi- 
gantic TriNoma Mall. The new 
café is a chocolate lovers nir- 
vana, and also offers birthday 
cakes, coffee and yummy gelato 
ice cream. 
For those days when one 
needs an extra dose of happi- 
ness, head to Mrs. Field's and 
get that happy smile on your 
face! It's one of the best things 
to find on life's journey toward 
enlightenment. 


AVATAR team. Butch Carungay 
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seaprincess@inquirer.com.ph. 
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NEXUS Resort Karambunai 


front facade at night 
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McDonald's, 
ty BURGER 


serving only quali 


Service, Cleanliness and Value (QSC&V). These are 
the words that shape the way McDonald's runs its 
stores and organization, serves its customers and 
most especially cooks its food. 


This is the primary reason why McDonald's customers 
are assured that their favorite Cheeseburger and 
Quarter Pounder with Cheese are prepared and 
packaged at McDonald's approved meat plants. Its 
patties are 100 percent pure beef with no additives 
and preservatives. The beef patties are grilled without 
fats and oil, with only salt and pepper for flavoring. 


In preparing McDonald's signature Big Mac, deft, 
precision and proper timing are crucial. There are 
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a series of steps to follow--steps that are carefully 
researched in the McDonald's test kitchens here and 
abroad for maximum QSC&V. And it 

hasto be executedin a kitchen 

where the pace is furious, 

the pressure is intense and 

crew members are darting in 

and out. 


And because “McDonalds... 
wants all its customers get 9777 
a taste of all its quality food Ñ 


McDonald's stores in Metro 
Manila, Cebu and Davao are now 
open 24 hours. 
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A Fresh Approach 


* Even before the beef arrives at the plant, our supplier conducts several 
Separate quality checks on every batch. 


* Greens like lettuce, used in the Big Mac and other 
sandwiches are grown and harvested by farmers 
who follow the McDonald's Agricultural Assurance 
Program. They are free from traces of fertilizers, 
pesticides, and herbicides, and are cut and 
processed on the same day to guarantee 
freshness and quality. 


4 “Customers can 


feel at ease 
knowing they are 


1 getting only the 
Я freshest and best 


quality burgers 
at McDonald's,” 
says McDonald's 
Vice President 
for Marketing 
Margot Torres. 
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SUNRISE at Nexus Resort Karambunai, another world-class resort 


MAGELLAN SUTERA, the other hotel building of the Sutera 
Harbour Resort, is named after the famous Portuguese explorer 


e and unlike 


Sabah: So li 


Text and photos by Joel V. Nigos 


ABAH'S HISTORI- 

cal links and prox- 

imity to the Philip- 
pines make it a familiar 
name to Filipinos. 

Though not yet a popular 
destination for Filipino travel- 
ers, it has become a land of op- 
portunity for people looking for 
overseas work. 

Hundreds of Filipinos travel 
to Sabah via the nation’s back- 
door, finding livelihood there or 
permanent residence. 

In Sabah, a Filipino village is 
not a rarity, often consisting of 
houses by the river or on stilts. 
Inthe heart of the city is what is 
known as a Filipino market, not 
very different from Divisoria or 
Greenhills 

Filipinos are all over the 
place—from managers to staff 
members of various establish- 
ments and, of course, in bands 
playing in hotels and restau- 
rants. 

The second largest of 
Malaysia's 13 states, Sabah is 
on Borneo, the world's third 
largest island, and is very near 
Jolo. Only about a fourth of the 
Philippines in size, Sabah at- 
tracts more than two million 
tourists a year 

It has world-class hotels and 
resorts as well as bed and break- 
fast establishments. Mount Kit 
abalu, the tallest in Southeast 
Asia at 4,095 meters, looms 
over the city though it is often 
shrouded in mist and clouds. 

Sabah has named its capital, 
Kota Kinabalu, after the majes- 
tic peak, in reverence to the 
mountain. Kota, by the way, 
means city. i 

Until the mid-15th century, В 
Sabah was under the Sultan of E. 
Sulu and Brunei. In 1881, the 2 
British North Borneo Chartered 
Company was set up to rule 
North Borneo. It administered 


gained her 


Malaysia 


cables. 
Coconut 


over gentle 


dit 
т 


joined the 


Crown Colony. In 1963, Sabah 


independence and 
Federation of 


Scenic countryside 

Atour of Sabah's countryside 
will make you feel like you have 
not left home. The scenery is 
very similar to the Philippines" 
rural areas, save for satellite 
discs for television broadcast re- 
ception and Internet and phone 


trees and lush 


greenery line the long and 
seemingly never-ending road. 
Houses are far apart, with large 
windows often made of capiz. 
They are supported by sturdy, 
long wooden poles allowing for 
silong where hammocks are 
hung or where locals keep pro- 
duce and other items. 

Tt is easy to confuse the locals 
with Filipinos, since both be- 
long to the Malay race. Even 
their language has many words 
similar to Tagalog. 

The beautiful and scenic Kiu- 
lu River provides an exciting i 
troduction to white-water raft- 
ing. Riding down the stream 


rapids, one passes 


NT 00008 


ЕЕЕ? 


j Filipinos are all 
over the place as 


managers or staff 


members 

of various 
establishments 
and, of course, 
in bands 


lush green jungles and Dusun 
orchards and villages. Bikers 
cross the river through a hang- 


ing bridge. 


Mosque and City Mosque, and 
Sacred Heart Cathedral. 


World-class 

The progressive city boasts of 
world-class resorts like the 
Sutera Harbour. Considered as 
Asia's first fully integrated resort, 
it sits on 384 acres of glorious 
seafront property and consists of 
the Pacific Sutera and Magellan 
Sutera hotels with a combined 
956 guest rooms and suites. 

Nexus Resort Karambunai, 
another world-class resort, oc- 
cupies 3,335 acres of natural 
and landscaped surroundings. 
The Karambunai Peninsula faces 
the South China Sea and has six 
kilometers of pristine white- 
sand beaches and a million- 


Sabah until 1942 when the 
Japanese invaded. 

After World War II, the British 
returned and made Sabah a 


At Klias Wetland, а 
Bruneian-Malay village, one 
finds wildlife like the endemic 
long-nosed proboscis monkey 
and various species of birds. On 


year-old tropical rainforest. 

Sabah also has two Shangri- 
la resort hotels: Shangri-La 
Tanjung Aru and Shangri-La 
Rasa Ria. 


‘THE KOTA Kinabalu City Mosque has similar features to the Nabawi 
Mosque in Medina. Built in 1997 at Likas Bay near the sea, its prayer 


па ал нон ba TABO peoples SUSPENDED at 157.8 meters, 


«|. MOUNTKINABALU, the highest peak in Southeast Asia at 4,095 meters, 


is often shrouded in mist and cloudy skies. 


DOT asks local gov'ts 


to work together for tourism 
Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace Durano an- 
nounced the Department of Tourism's support 
forlocal governments that would like to devel- 
op and promote their areas as tourist destina- 
tions. He made the announcement during the 
18th Philippine Travel Mart recently held at the 
Megatrade Hall, SM Megamall. The event 
showcased the top attractions, indigenous 
crafts and culture of the country's 16 regions. 
Dubbed as the Sale ng Bayan for travelers, ex- 
hibit visitors received special gifts and dis- 
counts from participating air carriers and tour 
operators. 


Religious pilgrimage 

A pilgrimage to some religious sites in Eu- 
rope has been organized by author Visita- 
cion "Chit" dela Torre. In Fatima, Portugal, 
the group will visit the Our Lady of Fatima 


TRAVEL BRIEFS 


Basilica, tombs of Francisco and Jacinta, 
and watch a candlelight procession. In 
Spain, the trip shall include a visit to the 
tomb of St. James in Santiago de Com- 
postela, St. Theresa of Avila, a tour of. 
Madrid and Valencia. From there, the group 
moves to Montserrat, Barcelona and 
Zaragoza, site of the Basilica of Our Lady of 
the Pillar. In Lourdes, France, it will visit the 
Grotto of St. Bernadette. From Lourdes, the 
group proceeds to Nice, Genoa, Pisa and 
Assisi, Italy. At Assisi, the group tours the 
Basilica of St. Francis, Basilica of Santa 
Maria Degli Angeli, and thornless rose gar- 
den and Transito Chapel where St. Francis of 
Assisi died. The journey ends in Rome, Italy 
where the participants will have an audience 
with Pope Benedict XVI at St. Peter's 
Square. Also to be visited are the Basilica of 
Santa Maria Maggiore, San Giovanni in Lat- 
erano Church, Scala Santa Monument, St. 
Paul's outside the Walls Church and a tour 


a moonless night, the man- 
grove-lined river is lit by thou- 


sands of fireflies. 


Kinabalu Park at the foot of 
Mount Kinabalu is Malaysia's 
first World Heritage site. Much 
of Sabah's renowned eco-trea- 
sures can be found here. One 
does not need climbing skills to 
scale the jagged granite peaks 
ofthe mountain, but only has to 
be fit. It takes at least two days 


to complete the hike. 


of Trevi Fountain. Fr. Gerry Tapiador is the 
group's pilgrimage chaplain. Call 8154938 
or 8156925; e-mail chitdelatorre @yahoo. 


destination 
South East Asian Airlines (Seair) has an- 
nounced flights to Pagadian City, the provin- 
cial capital of Zamboanga del Sur, from Се- 
bu every Monday and Thursday. The Cebu- 
Pagadian-Cebu route is in line with the 
Clark-based airline's expansion plans for 
this year. After opening a regional hub in 
Zamboanga City in 2002, Seair now flies to 
Jolo and Tawi-Tawi on a daily basis and to 
Cotabato every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Present for the inaugural flight at the 
Pagadian Airport were President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and Tourism Secretary Ace Dura- 
no. Call Seair Manila at 8490100; Cebu at 
032-3414879; and Pagadian at 062- 
2153831 or 35. 


The Poring Hot Spring in 
Ranau has open-air Japanese- 


the canopy walk was once used 
by scientists to do research on 
Sabah's million-year old 
rainforest. 


Getting to Sabah is easy. One 
can fly from Manila or Cebu by 
Malaysia Airlines and from 
Clark by Air Asia, which offers 
cheap air fares all year round. 
style baths, its sulfuric water re- 
puted to have properties to cure 
skin problems. A trek through 
the rainforest with at least 100- 
foot canopies reveals life on 
treetops. 

Highlights of the city tour in- 
clude the Tun Mustapha Build- 
ing, Sabah Museum, University 
Malaysia Sabah, Sabah State 


The trip to Sabah, Malaysia, 
was made possible by the Sabah 
Tourism Board, Malaysia Air- 
lines and Destinations Unlimit- 
ed, a tour operator servicing out- 
bound clients worldwide. Call 
8964811 or 8964732. 

E-mail the author at jnigos 
@inquirercom.ph. 


FIRST-CLASS AMENITIES 1 
The Amorita Beach Resort on Panglao Island in Bohol offers first-class’ | 
amenities and services. Guests can enjoy the infinity swimming pool, a ' 
juice bar and an all-day restaurant, in addition to the beach. A 

‘wellness spa and a dive shop will open soon. Amorita's facilities are 
designed to meet every guest's needs. It has spacious function rooms, 
luxurious rooms and private villas with plunge pools. Call 9140585, с- 
mail inquiries@amoritaresort.com or visit www.amoritaresort.com. 
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CARAIG-ANG GOBONSENG 

Sherwin Pajulas Caraig, son of Pilar Lu Pajulas, wed recently Juvy Lyn Peral- 
ta Ang Gobonseng, daughter of Andres and Victoria Ang Gobonseng at Du- 
maguete Christian Church. Reception was held at The Spanish Heritage—the pre- 
mier events venue in Dumaguete City. 


gp ne ae 


AMIN-CELAJE 

Maria Grandolla J. Amin, M.D., daugh- % 
ter of Mr. Manuel S. Amin (deceased) and 
Mrs. Barbara J. Amin, is getting married to 
Joel C. Celaje, IM M.D., son of Mr. Joel M. 
Celaje and Mrs. Dulia C. Celaje, on Sept. 8 
at the Qur Lady of Mount Carmel Shrine, 
New Manila, Quezon Ciry. The bride will be 
wearing a gown of her own design, with the | 
help of stylist Kenneth Chua. 


SANTOS-PANCHO 

Ivan Dominic Santos will wed Arabella 
Pancho on Sept. 30, 4 p.m. at the San Se- 
bastian Church. Reception will be held at 


‘One Esplanade, 
ING ea. 
SET 


GABOR-RAMOS 

Julius Cuevas Gabor, son of lawyer 
Carmelito and Josefa Gabor (deceased), 
will wed Liezel Sarmiento Ramos, daugh- 
ter of Divino (deceased) and Nenita 
Ramos on Sept. 22, 4:30 p.m. in a Christian 
ceremony at Leslie's Garden. 


Storywriting 
contest 


ANGELS WINK PRODUCTION IS 
holding the “My (Funny) Love Affair” 
story writing contest. 

‘The competition is part of the “Wed- 
dings... Get Set... Go!!!” bridal fair, 
now on its fifth year, on Oct. 13-14 at 
the Rockwell Tent. 

Soon-to-weds can write down un- 
forgettable moments with their future 
husband/wife. The story has to be 
amusing and should have the “kilig” 
factor. 

It should also be true. 

Participants should have their wed- 
ding dates Oct. 13, 2007-Oct. 13, 2008 
and must be able to prove it in case 
they wi 

Entries should be e-mailed to myfun- 
nyloveaffair@angelswink.biz, Dead- 


Cash prizes and gift certificates 
from sponsors and event partners are. | 
at stake (5469477, text 0918- 


We welcome announcements of weddings and engagements. Submit 
names of engaged couple, names of parents, date and place of wedding, 
and gown designer along with a photo of the couple and a sketch of the 
bridal gown, if any, to the Inquirer, PO. Box 2353 Makati Central Post 
Office 1263 Makati City. E-mail to lifestyle@inquirer:com.ph. A photo of 
the bride and groom is required if the wedding has already taken place. 
Announcements will be printed depending on space availability and at 
по cost to the senders. 


WONG-FILIPINO* 

David Wong, son of Wong Wang Pong 

and Sy Piak Gioc, will wed Jacqueline Fil- 
ipino, daughter of Lim Giok Seng Filipino 
and Wong B. Muy on Sept. 23 at the United 
Evangelical Church of The Philippines. 
Reception will be held at Dragon Gate 
Seafood Restaurant. 
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SPENCER 
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For feedback, e-mail us а ifstyle@ingquirercom.ph 


B (Smart) 


OLLECTION 


Printed Dress P3750 


line for submission of entries is Oct. 10. Shangri-La Plaza Mall (633-4665) • Glorietta 4 (752-7471) • Greenbelt 3 (757-4816) • Power Plant Mall (898-0945) 


СИА А Rustan Marketing Specialists, Inc. (М5) is the official franchisee of Marks & Spencer in the Philippines 
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PREMIER CROSSWORD? By Frank A. Longo 
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scuba spot 
85 Choir song 
87 Crazy bird? 
81 Composer 
Mahler 
95 Lead-in to a 
bit of gossip 
96 Fla. 
ralrement 
city, belly 
97 Adice lora. 
bird that 
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73 — cuisine. 

74 Celestial 

mg 

75 Vesigo 

langage 7728 

45 Big liap connection 

48 Film drector 78 Watch over 
Menyn 82 Extremely 

49 Saturales 83 Precede 

50 Bam bird 84 Knocks 

51 Mauna — 
(Hawaiian 
Volcano) 


and ens 
11 It's opposite 
IX on clocks 
should 12 Ferdinand or 
apologize? пева. 


sharply 
185 Holbrook of 
“The Род" 


BIRD PLAY 


88 Pano! YSL 

87 it fotows pi 

88 — Lingus 
(cartier to 
Dublin) 


93 Substitutes 
(0) 

94 Accepted, 
‘challenge 

95 Tryster with 
тааап 

өв Proludiced 
person 

99 Evade 

100 Stimulates 

103 Jewish 
temple 

104 Prefix with 
van 

105 Beers in 
Bran 

106 Anatomical 

108 Hog hangout 

110 Chaney of 
аб horror 

111 Ending ol 
pasta names 

112 Beau of 
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Interiority Complex: 
j| Introspective? We're guides into 
your everyday thoughts 
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The 
devotion to 
OurLady 
ofLa Vang, 
named 
after a fern 
that grows 
in central 
Vietnam, 
has spread 
with 
pilgrims 
from all 
over the 
world 
visiting her 
shrinein 
what is 


Super Instructions 
instrucciones de Super 
Instrucoos de Super 
Consignes de Super 
die Super Anweisungen 


1 We're highlighting SUPER entries 
from your super blogs. 


Surround your senses with the latest in-flight entertainment, with 
SUPER's weekly lineup of personality raves and musings. Sit back and 
relax with thought-provoking features ranging from art and music, to 
man-on-the-street interviews and online journals. 


E 


КЕН 


Ну Super, every Saturday with the 
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PURELY PERSONAL 
Josephine Darang 


Patroness of Vietnamese Christians 


LA VANG IS A FERN THAT GROWS DEEP 
in the forest in central Vietnam where the 
Virgin Mary was said to have appeared in 
1798 to Vietnamese Christians when they 
were being persecuted. 

Presenting herself as the Mother of God, 
she consoled and advised the people to use 
the leaves of the fern to treat ailments. She 
promised to help them. 

The devotion to Our Lady of La Vang has 
spread. Pilgrims from all over the world 
visit her shrine in what is now Quang Tri 
City. 

The church was consecrated in 1928 in 
the presence of 20,000 pilgrims. It was ele- 
vated by Pope John XXIII to a basilica 
nore in 1962 but was destroyed in 1972 
during the Vietnam war. After it was re- 
built, it became the Basilica of La Vang. 

In 1988, Pope John Paul II canonized the 
117 Vietnamese Martyrs in the basilica. 
The 200th anniversary of the apparition of 
Our Lady of La Vang was celebrated that 
same year. 

To go to La Vang, call Marissa dela Paz, 
7532551, Trends Travel Mart, or e-mail 
marissa@trendstravelmart.com. 


Kanta Misa 

Nolky Silvestre said Aug. 22, feast of the 
Queenship of Mary, was special for Fr 
Bernie O. Diaz, CM, because he debuted in 
the world of liturgical-religious music. 

‘The official launch of his “Kanta Misa,” a 
song book for choir and congrega- 
tion/community, was highlighted by a 
solemn Mass officiated by Provincial Visi- 
tor Fr. Bienvenido Disu, CM, and concele- 
brated with Fr. Renato Ruelos, parish priest 
of San Vicente de Paul Church, together 
with at least 5 Vincentian priests. 

A short program hosted by Fr. Raymond 
Regua followed. Fr. Bernie's mentor, the 
Grand Old Man of Filipino Music, Maestro 
Alfredo Buenaventura, gave an engaging 
talk on his continuing musical journey 
showcasing his wonderful gift of humor. 

Fr. Randy Agner, CM, delivered a very in- 
formative talk that underscored the role of 
liturgical music today. Emotionally over- 
whelmed, the unassuming Fr. Bernie was 
warm and welcoming in his response. 

Fr. Bernie's versatility and unique sensi- 
tivity as a promising young songwriter 
shone through as the Sta. Isabel Choir, un- 
der the baton of Maribel Miguel, sang the 
melodious and uplifting “Tayo na sa Pangi- 
noon”, the well-articulated “Paghahan- 
dog”; the lyrical and poetic “Buhay Ko'y 
Laan”, the dramatic and brilliantly ar- 
ranged “Ama Namin”: the divine, soulful 
and stirring “Aba Ginoong Maria”, and the 
gleeful, catchy, and festive “San Vicente, 
Sinugo ng Diyos.” 

Each composition was an inspiring and 
meaningful liturgical piece. 

Copies of the songbook are now avail- 
able at the St. Vincent de Paul religious 
store. 


Prayer companion 

“Straight from the Heart... A Prayer 
Companion” authored by Rev. Fr. Mario 
Jose C. Ladra of the Diocese of Malolos is a 
personal collection of prayers that, over the 
years, had been his source of comfort and 
solace during his moments of difficulties, 
trials and crisis. 

Fr. Mar invites everyone to say at least 
one prayer that generates a great loving 
faith to starta journey of blessing and heal- 
ing. 

The book will be launched today at the 
San Lorenzo Ruiz Church in Pleasant Hill 
Subdivision, San Jose del Monte, Bulacan 
on the feast of its patron saint, San Lorenzo 
Ruiz de Manila. 

Another launch will be held at 6 p.m., 
Sept. 28, at St. Paul's Bookstore in SM 
Megamall. Copies of the book are available 
at all St. Paul outlets nationwide at a very 
affordable price. The book will be a beauti- 
ful gift for Christmas and other special oc- 
casions. 


Hermandad 
It started as an online photo-sharing 


FR. Bernie Diaz, CM, composer of “Kanta Mis 


OUR Lady of La Vang 


group with Mark Anthony Cadawas, Fran- 
cis Casas (who are both in North America), 
and Dr. Erwin Carabeo as administrators. 

Since they shared а common interest in, 
Holy Week images, processions and other 
Lenten practices, they called the group 
“Mahal na Araw: Lilok at Panata.” Some 
three months later, the group has more 
than 300 members. 

On Sept. 23, the Hermandad de la Sagra- 
da Pasion will be formally launched as an: 
organization. Members of the board in- 
clude Nolie Hans, Clifford Chua, Jorge Al- 
lan Tengco and Dennis Maturan. Dr 
Carabeo is president 

The event will coincide with the Encuen- 
tro III to be held in Casita de San Jose, Bal 
uag, Bulacan. Highlights of the meetin; 
сінде a Mass, veneration of relics of the 
cross and a mini exhibit of crosses and cru- 
cifixes. Those who like to join the herman- 
dad can text 0927-6775195. The exhibit 
will feature a replica of the famous Holy 
Cross of Alitagtag and Bauan. 


Monastic vocation 

Don Martin de Jesus Gomez, OSB, said 
the monastic vocation seminar I wrote 
about in 1997 attracted many aspirants. 
One remained to become a monk and a 
priest. 

Another monastic vocation talk will be 
held 9 a.m. Oct. 6, at Pope Pius ХИ 
Catholic Center UN Ave., Paco, Manila. 
Text 0917-5105585 or 0927-9362084. Fr. 
Prior Savio Siccauan and Dom Martin are 
speakers. 


Forum 

June Keithley will speak during a Pro- 
Life Philippines forum 8 a.m-I2 noon, 
Sept. 29, at the Good Shepherd Convent, 
1043 Aurora Blvd., Quezon City. 


Seminar 

A Marian encounter seminar will be held 
today at the Manresa Retreat Home, 926 
Banawe St. cor. Sta. Rosa near Del Monte 
Ine. Quezon City. Call Sis. Luz, 7438729 or 
Sis. Cherry 2310174. 

Trip 

Msgr. Jerome Reyes of Binondo Church 
will lead pilgrims to the Holy Land, Egypt 
and Jordan Oct. 17-29. Call Adam's Travel 
at5211651/5211698. 

September is thanksgiving month for 
me. I celebrated my birthday on Sept. 19 
and my book “Purely Personal Book of Mir- 
acles" marked its first anniversary on Sept. 
8. By God's grace, my book is a bestseller at 
National Book Store. 


San Lorenzo Ruiz 

‘The Basilica Minore of San Lorenzo Ruiz 
in Binondo will hold a procession at 4 p.m., 
Sept. 28, around the district. Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales will officiate іп the Con- 
celebrared Mass at 5:30 p.m. 
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Емпу 5 Post 
Emily Marcelo 


Is it time to say goodbye? 


without him. 

Our project here will be fin- 
ished in a few weeks. Iwill be 
transferred to another city, 
while he will be transferred 
to another country. Just the 
thought of our being separat- 
ed again hurts so badly. 

Is this love worth fighting 
for? Is there really hope for 
us? How can something that 
feels so good, be so wrong? 

CHERRY 
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DEAR EMILY 

I met Jon in 2001. We 
worked in the same compa- 
ny. 

Jit all started when he was 
asked by our superior to help 
me with my project. He was 
very kind and sweet. 

After the project was fin- 
ished, we still went out to- 
gether. We really enjoyed 
each other's company. 

The only problem was I 
was married and already had 
а daughter while he was en- 
gaged to be married. 

His wedding was held as 
planned while I had a second 
baby. 

But that did not stop us. 

Everyone in the office no- 


ticed our growing closeness. 
They even tried assigning us 
to different sections. But still 
that did not stop us. 

The more they tried to sep- 
arate us, the more we wanted 
to be together. 

It has already been six 
years. But our love for each 
other has grown even 
stronger. We both left the 
company and decided to 
work abroad instead. We are 
now working here in South 
America, away from our re- 
spective families, enjoying 
each day we are together. 

Ido not know how long this 
will last. But I really hope it 
does. Ilove him so much and 
I do not think I can ever live 


say? Do you or do you not want 
to end this affair? 

If you end this affair and go 
back to your respective spous- 
es, be sure that there will be no 
pining, no regrets, no looking 
back. 

You must focus on thé road 
ahead and rebuild the lives you 
both abandoned six years ago. 

However, if going back to 
your families will only bring 
you and your boyfriend misery 
and unhappiness and ultimate- 
ly strengthen further your love 
for each other—then, that is 
worse than leaving those inno- 
cent people in the first place. 

There is no use going back to 
your families when there is re- 
ally nothing to go back to. Give 


both of your spouses a new 
lease on life—the freedom to 
find his/her own happiness, 
without you and your 
boyfriend hanging around. 

It is unfair—it is unkind. Go 
and live the life you want to- 
gether—forever and ever—and 
make a clean breast of every- 
thing 

Do it if the two of you feel 
that way—truly and sincerely. 

Enough already of this guilt- 


tripping. Face 
truth—and... 
rest. 


up to the 
you know the 


E-mail the author at emarce- 
lo@inquirer.com.ph, Subject 
Lifestyle, or send your letters to 
Inquirer. Visit www.pbs.gov.ph 
and listen to Ms Marcelo co- 
host the program "Kalikasan 
Vigilante,” 7:15-8:30 p.m., 
Monday-Friday, оп dwBR 


You asked how long “this” 
would last, and said you “really 


hope" it would. You followed it 


up by saying you did not think 
you “could ever live without 
him." 

What are you really trying to 


The 
Assumption 
Bazaar 2007 


SUNDAY 
September 30, 2007 
:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Hotel Intercontinental 
Makati City 


For the benefit of Assumption. Charities 


GRAND Ballroom 
‘of the Marco Polo 


ANSWER TO SUNDAY CROSSWORD 


brought to you by: 
PIZZAHUT » ТАСО BELL 
DAIRY QUEEN • UNILAB 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
AMERICAN EXPRESS 


THE CEBU GRAND DEBUTANTES BALL, 
envisioned to be city's most dazzling social 
event, will be held on Oct. 20, at the Grand. 
Ballroom of Marco Polo Plaza Cebu, the 
premier luxury destination in the Queen 
City of the South. 

Organized in cooperation with the Fash- 


ion Council of Cebu, the ball will introduce 
the most exquisite and beautiful debutantes 
in Cebu society, handpicked by dynamic de- 
signers Albert Arriba, Jun Escario, Arcy Gay- 
atin, Oj Hofer, Philip Rodriguez, Cary Santi- 
ago, Felix Yu and Minnie Yuvienco. 

Call (032) 2531111. 


BENLINE AGENCY 
ADVENTURE INTERNATIONAL TOURS, INC. 
AMERICAN EXPRESS TRANSNATIONAL, INC 
TRANSNATIONAL DIVERSIFIED GROUP 


Making Children Love to Read - The Scholastic Way! 


Children avoid books like a plague. Reading is such a pain for this new generation. They would rather play video games or Watch cable TV the whole day. 
The alarming decline in literacy around the world has teachers and parents worried. But worry no more! Scholastic, the world's most trusted name in 
learning, offers a solution to beat out this apathy and get kids back to reading books! 


A Classic and Familiar Case 


Nine year old Jose absolutely hated reading -and the problem didt end there. Rebeious and unruly, he dsrupted casses and. 
refused lo do Ns homework. A sting of tutors and coaches hadn't helped. It seemed that Jose's бабе of readg and school was 
"ntracable. 


“isis a typical story in today’s classroom and homes. Teachers and parents find it fic to encourage kids to read, thus they 
Tal mschool and become disçpinary problems. 


But why are chidren not motivated to read? Reasons re, kids may be reading books that (1) do not match their aby to read, 
and 2) do nok match ther interest. 


А her wit's end, Jose's mother, Melanie, decided to try the Scholastic Reading Counts! Progam (SAC), a reading program that 
matches each chid with Books appropnatefor his reading level and interests When Jose was assessed in March usmg the 
program, his reading level was 330 Lexie. Armed with this knowledge, Melanie gave Jose books that matched his reading level 
and interests ond scheduled дају twenty-minute reading sessions with him. After a month, Jose was lookin forward to the 
reading sessions and was eagerly asking hs mom for new books. When he was assessed agan ў May, his reading level had nsen 
1o 480 Lente, and in August, Jose achieved an on-grade reading levei of 810 Lexie. (Lexie s a scientific way of measunng every 
Indiv reading level through a computer adaptive technology n the program) 


Today, Jose has become a confident and enthusiastic reader. Hs school behavior and social tls have aiso improved 1n the past, 
he dsrupted classes because he could not folow the lessons. But now, he paricpates in dass discussions, does his homework 
Independently, and submits iton ime. 


The moral of the story? Kids can love reading and aring, as long as they have books that they can read and want to read. But 
how do we match each chid to books that he wants to read and is capable of reading? 


One size fits all? 


School chäsren may wear identical uniforms, but the personales, ables, and interests are far from the same. And yet, almost 
al schools mpose a standard book foreach grade level, regardess of each child's actual reading гову and interests. Аз fosele 
Masrag, rogram Manager of Scholastic Phippines says, “Taditionaly, teachers do not have the toos to scentcaly match the 
right books to each chid But now, through the Scholastic Reading Counts! program, they can have a way to match each chid to 
‘the books that wa help him become a better reader.” 


Knowing exactly what kids want 


‘Te Schott Rea Cons Program (SAC), an stool reading progam Gres оа, parents, teachers a cilen a 
{Cenc way kon ha ec cua wan tread and ae ove “rit we estan pa tensed ves coa, 


we ge them a fst of appropriate books that match the actual reading levels Third we motivate chidren to read their books that 
‘are within ther interests, ” says Henry Chua, General Manager at Scholastic Phipps. The process of matching kids lo books iS 
acitated by the Lexie system, Which casses texts accoróng to reading difficulty, and rank students reading levels depending 
On ther abiy to read and comprehend texts. apples the same measure on the reader and the book, thus creating a Scientic 
match 


The Scholastic Reading Countsi program celebrates what the dil knows and does not condemn what the chid does not know. 
“We maich hsabity with books that he can successivt read, thus affeming hm as a good reader.” Mz Chua explants 


Many parents befeve that chidren should read oriy their school books, not recreational books (humor, fiction, sports, eta. 
However, studes show inat chidren who read recreational books for a least 20 minutes a day perform better in school than 
iren who read oriy textbooks Ме. Chua adds, Kids should be exposed to a range of genres because that's where they 
develop ther nterestsin Ме. Readng is important He, not just for academic succes " 


To heip kais progress to higher reading levels, Scholastic Reading Counts! (SRC) supplements the books/auizes with Scholastic 
Pesang Scis Kis, wich пер buta chidren’ mastery of readg comprehension strategies. The kits alow students lo 
sel-montor end independently practice reading according о her level By leting readers go at ther own pace and chart their 
‘Own progress, it heips chiken grow more and more confident as they experience readng success. 


Partnership with families and schools 


Although Scholastic Reading Counts! is an in-school program, it equaty emphasues the importance of valving parents in 
buking ther chicren's reading ss "Most parents want to help ther chidren, but may not have the tools or knowledge on how 
10004. Scholastic Reading Counts! has a famiy Herocy component where we advise parents on what books are appropriate for 
‘each age group. We aso suggest actvibes lo heip make ther homes kteracy-rich "says Ms. Masrag. “Scholastic Reading 
Counts! encourages parents tobe invoved because teachers are gong о provide them reports to update them on the progress 
of ther савет“. And of course, teachers area ial part ofthe program. "The program equps teachers with stateges and 
tools to hep make teaching easier, more fun, and more effective,” she explains "We are with the teachers throughout the 
schol year, proviang traning and monthly conferences to work dose with our schoo! partner. 


Reading is everybody's business 
Making reading everybody's business: thats Scholastics mission. “The company plans to reach as many parents through he 
оде, communes end mah, nd hope rough Meda es wel, so that parents ае more aware hohe kids str early n 


Tesdeg , Ms Belen sad The company provades classroom materials and books of vaned levels nd genres о partner schools. 
"we want to partner weh schools and male reading something creative, imaginative and excling.” she adds * 


How effective are your efforts to increase your child's reading 
achievement? Let's help each other. Contact us! 


Tel. Nos. 751-6713 / 817-4771 
Email: hnchua@scholastic. com. ph / educ@scholastic com. ph 


Scholastic Reading Counts! 
Fun. Exciting. 


world of best buys at the 


one-stop home store 


EN EZ 


Home furnishings galore are up 
for grabs at SM Homeworld's 
storewide sale starting today 
until September 30. Savvy 
shoppers are invited to take 
advantage of the big savings 
and exciting deals lined up for 
the Home Sale. 
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iglisswore 
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IC BOWLS 
5-pc set in assoried colors 


SPECIALS P100.00 


ее. 


p 


Buvessoue. 


|0-рс non-stick cockware (blue & gror} 
ies 10 10% freo sangang 


ah papang 


forniture с 


A wide variety of items, including plasticware, 

glassware, kitchenware, linen, décor and furniture 
are pegged 
at up to 

j 5096 off, 
while 
others are 
offered at 
special 
prices. 


One-stop home shop Early bird shoppers 
visit SM Homeworld's flagship store in SM Makati. 


а Blasswan 7 
све 


@kheriware 
glosswaore 


UO tame TT 
ı glassivam 


furniture 


зоот 


о тапу тоге 
in store! 
In addition to the September 
sale items, SM Homeworld 
showcases so many other 
choices that you can take 


home at amazingly 
affordable regular prices. 


Kithe 
fa dio 


Lu 


FURNITURE 
top trends, latest looks 


Go contemporary with the. 
latest fabric and leather 
sofa collections, Accent 

tables, étagères and 
consoles in gleaming 
glass and chrome 
also abound. 


Style match 
your home 
decorating with 
good-looking 

Fy choices that 

aj. include wall 
| and photo 


GLASSWARE 
tableware for all occasions 


idichsnweare 
o fumiturec-- ridic 
«kitchenware 


ofumiturede 
фауне 


Heltchermyned | on clocenreer 


We've got it all for yo 


Pes cw | 


^ GLASS TURIBLERS 
in assorted designs, sizes 


Buy One Take One 
SPECS P20.00 


Sating the table for 


3 За У KA А every Yay dining? Or 
1 I ~ мг Weekend entertaining? 


= SM Homeworld's 
dinnerware and 

glassware collections 

‘are designed to help 

you achieve a well- 

appointed table 

setting, Any time, 

any day of the week! 


inspired buys for 
bath sanctuaries 


Stock up on great- 
E: ip on gr 


С Save 30% 
= 
Leges Um 


nm 


ing set ia dark wood finish 


SPECIALS kang hs we 


SPIDERRAN storage boxes = po 
vow fins " 
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looking bath essentials. 
"] SM Homeworld's Linen 
Section showcases 
an impressive 
4 collection of 
4 towels in white, 
4 pastels, printed 
and solids. 
Complete your 
mot with matching hal 
shower curtains. айы 


KITCHENWARE 
efficient cookery essentials 
for the home chef 


Experience the 
joy of cooking as 
you prepare your 

favorite dishes. 
in quality cook- 
ware that do not 

"ny stick, do not 

ss” temish and do 
not waste energy. 


PLASTICWARE 


big ideas for 
small spaces 


Enjoy huge 
savings and 
extra values 
on great 

1 selections 

t of food- 
keepers, 
storage 
boxes and 
organizers. 


hristmas is just 
around the corner 


... and September is the 
perfect time to start giving 
your home that festive 
seasonal update. 
Get a headstart on your holiday 
decorating. Visit SM Homeworld 
for the latest trends and 
hottest buys. 
And, with the store's September sale event 
just beginning, go ahead and stock up on 
everyday essentials, particularly those 


" tagged at low, low price breaks. 
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П ЛІ vae pm emp mam mars egy Though almost 
afixture in the 
club scene, 
Anton Ramos 
retreats to his 


Ч 


— 


sanctuary when 
not playing 
music to 


partyphiles A JAPANESE warrior's full regalia 
has pride of place. 


i 
Our Promo, ROOM for as low as 3 


НЕ BONGGA ОЕ 145 | 
ШЕ mm) DULAAN = | те 


at Lo Jardin Restaurant 
* Use of Roofdeck! 
Swimming Pool & Gym 


THOUGH musicis his passion, Ramos appreciates the occasional silence and does not even listen to anything while driving. 


City Garden Hotel , | ^ 
Makati, 4 PARTY БАҒЫН 
A Rem as low as P24,750+ 


pf 
DJ's Zen retreat === ce 


Text by Linda B. Bolido consider as a very staid occupa- 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan tion. 
Ramos is a licensed stockbro- 
PON BUYING HIS ker, lugging his reliable laptop 
| FIRST music album everywhere he goes so he can 
when he was 12 years keep track of the action at the 
old, Anton Ramos was hooked. Philippine Stock Exchange. 
Disco was the rage and so his His three-bedroom flat re- 
collection was filled with the flects his need for silence after 
dance musicof the era. nights of "storm." Ramos says, 
By the time he was in high “Quiet moments are very im- 
school, ће was doing the party portant” so with the help of 
scenenotasarevelerbutasthe stylist Rachy Cuna, a family 
guy playing the music the friend, he has created a Zen 
crowd could dance to. sanctuary for himself—quiet, 
Early on, he says, his father neat, contemporary, unclut- 
told him to “find your passion.” tered and very low-key—not at 
Some 20 years and about5,000 all the kind you would expect 
titles later—give or take a few from someone who is a regular 
CDs—the passion has. not in the party circuit. 
cooled but bums as hot and Ви Ramos says he is actually 
bright as ever. a homebody when not donning 
He has come full circle, col- his DJ hat. Disc jockeying is all 
lecting and playing dance music about music, not the party 
once again as he does gigs as a scene. “Music defines what I 
dise jockey for one of the hottest do,” and doing the club scene is 
clubs in town at least one day a simply an opportunity to play 
week. Friends also occasionally his kind of music and share his 
invite him to do his music-mix- favorite sounds with other peo- 
ing magic out of town. ple 
Not surprisingly, he is in The living cum dining room, 
charge of the family's music- with its subdued, solid hues and 
store chain. modern artwork, is where he 
This all-encompassing love kicks off his shoes to enjoy mo- 
for music even dictates Ramos’ ments of peace. 
itinerary when he travels. The А leather set by Japanese de- 
exotic destinations far from the signer Umizawa defines the liv- 
madding crowd are not for the ing section of the room. The 
30-something Ramos. Не rectangular wooden'table in a 
would rather go to more cos- light tint is by Filipino crafts- 
mopolitan destinations because men just like a buffet table be- 
he likes "to shop." side the six-seater table in the 
But you will not find him dining area. Itstandson a heavy 
checking out the latest fashion jute rug with its edges traced in 
for men. Rather he haunts mu- black fabric. 
sic stores searching for his kind А Cuna jar and large scented 
of music. These days that means candles sit on top of the rectan- 
electronica, for this former ra- gular table. Large oriental jars 
dio DJ turned club DJ. stand close to the wall. 
Set against the picture win- 
Stock trader dow with its view of the Makati 
But if you think Ramos’ life is skyline is a heavy wooden 
one big party, a night of bar- bench that serves as a bookcase. 
hopping fusing into another А complete set of heavy, antique 
evening of merrymaking, his Japanese warriors battle gear, 
day job should tell you other- from helmet to armor, stand to 
wise. Away from the club scene, one side balanced on the other 
he has one of what many people 


DEDS 


RAMOS says his books reflect his interests, like home and graphic 
design. 


meme 


WORKS by an unknown artist adorn a kitchen wall. 


swe 


From page FI 
side by a samurai. 

The books arrayed on the bench, he says, 
reflect his interests—graphic arts, home 
and architecture, records, and rubber 
shoes. The design books are to help him 
conceptualize the covers for his own al- 
bums—nine of them so far for a series 
called the “Chill-out Project.” 


Hoarder 

Though he says "I can't stand clutter” 
Ramos readily admits being a "hoarder" 
like his father. So several pairs from his ex- 
tensive collection of running shoes, though 
not as large as his hoard of discs and vinyl 
albums, are carefully hidden behind a dou- 
ble-door closet. The others are іп his par- 
ents’ house. 

He is also starting a collection of watch- 
es. So far, he has a Rolex inherited from his 
grandfather, Panerai, Audemar 
Bulgari, among others. 


-_ 


a giveaway of Ramos" 
other major collection, rubber shoes. 


А HEAVY wooden table holds a Zen-inspired 
Cuna jar and large candles. 


RAMOS mixes his CDs with his own recording equipment and edits 


them ina laptop. 
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His choice of paintings, though modern, 
is not the in-your-face kind of work that 
some contemporary artists favor but fea- 
tures gentle strokes that help achieve the 
Zen atmosphere of his home. A series by 
Lao Lianben on the wall behind the sofa is 
almost pristine white, with just the slightest 
touches—sometimes hardly discernible— 
of color. 

Setting off the dark wood of the dining 
table are two large Zen paintings by Cuna 
in red, black and white, Arrayed against the 
wall of the corridor leading to the bed- 
rooms are works by Ivan Асийа while a Gus 
Albor piece leads the way to Ramos? bed- 
room. 

Even the kitchen is adorned by a set of 
paintings by an unknown artist while a styl- 
ized photograph by Jaime Zobel de Ayala is 
positioned right next to the door. 

Despite the calm air of the living/dining 
room, music remains integral to Ramos 

home. One of the bedrooms not only 

holds his collection of CDs and 

vinyl (every month brings new ti- 

Чез), but is also a mini recording 

studio where he mixes his 

"Chillout" discs, editing them 

in his laptop before sending 

them to his record label, MCA 

Universal. 

The recently released ninth 

album is now available in mu- 

sic stores in the country and a 

few Asian cities. Ramos says 

there are plans to.sell it in 
more countries. 

But do not expect 

Ramos to give up his li- 

cense as stockbroker just 

yet despite this possibil- 

ity “(What I earn in 

the] stock market pays 

for the armors, the 

shoes, the watches" 

and needless to say 


AJAPANESE samurai 


ЛУКЕ cli 


AJAPANESE warrior's outfit from headgear to armor is a guaranteed conversation piece among dinner guests. 


en retreat 


JW . 


THOUGH not as large as his CD “treasure,” Ramos! shoe c 
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FRAMED set of. 
photographs by 
Jaime Zobel de 

Ayala 


STARTING 
togrowisa 
collection of 
watches, 


LSU UIS almost as impressive. 
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By Sheila В, Romero 
Contributor 


WAS RECENTLY IN 
San Francisco for our 
annual family vaca- 

tion. Whenever I'm there, 
aside from shopping at 
the Union Square area, I 
love going around the 
quaint streets of down- 
town Hayes Valley to dis- 
cover new boutiques 
and stores that might Ê 
һауе come up during # 
the year, and to redis- 
cover old haunts as 
well. 

One store that 
never ceases to 
amaze me is Pro- 
pellen а furni- 
ture store that 
supports local 
artists. Its up- 
and-coming de- 
signer is named 
Derek Chen. T had 
heard of him from 
interior designer 
friends in the Bay 
Area, so I just had to 
go and see for myself. 

The products that I saw con- 
firmed that his designs were in- 
deed modern and unique; and 
convinced me that Manila 
should be the first in Asia to 
learn about Derek Chen. 

1 wanted to interview three 
emerging San Francisco 
artists--a furniture/home ac- 
Cessories maker, a painter and a 
potter—but it was not easy to 
set up these meetings because 
of our schedules. Fortunately, T 
was able to talk to Chen. 

I was happy to have along 
with me my daughter Milka, 
who looked like a professional 


AEGEAN vase 


photographer the day we 
toured Chen's factory. 


Sleek yet natural 
Born in China and raised in 
Michigan, Chen is an Electrical 
Engineering graduate who 
worked as a management con- 
sultant for more than a decade. 
He then jumped onto the dot- 
com bandwagon, and as with 
most dot-com businesses in 
2001, that phase of his life 
quickly ended. 
Left with a lot of time in 


E his hands, Chen immersed 


himself in his hobby of de- 
signing and 
i things 
"Today, almost five years 
after he put up his stu- 
dio, Urbana, his 
pieces may be 
found in homes in 
different cities 
in the US and 
other paris of 
theworld. 
Lifestyle mag- 
azines like Wall- 
paper, Breathe and 
in Style in the US 
have reviewed his fa- 
mous Bent plywood 
trays and waterproof Teardrop 
resin vases. Both pieces are a 
product of a marriage of materi- 
als—specifically, wood and 
resin. The result is a very sleek 
yet natural look. 

Chen showed me the carcass- 
esofthe new furniture line that 
he was preparing for an upcom- 
ing New York launch. 

His fumiture's lightness in 
appearance defies their actual 
strength and durability, a testa- 
ment to his engineering back- 
ground. 

Ме compared notes on the 
pains of furniture production 
and the reality of striking a com- 
promise between your dream 


creating 


THE AUTHOR interviewing West Coast designer Derek Chen 


HAND-MADE, stunning 
and costly Derek Chen 
vases and trays 


design and the imperatives of 


business. 

“A person has to make his liv- 
ing too, right?” he said. He 
agreed that the difficult part 
was trying to make the product 
«іск іп your market. 
American voice 


The early stages in the design 
field are always daunting and 
not for the faint of heart. 

Chen observed that the Eu- 
ropeans have been very aggres- 
sive and productive in the field 
of modern design. Italian and 
French brand names are easily 
mentioned when modern fur- 
niture and design are dis- 
cussed. 

Council, ап association 
which Chen founded, aims to 
bring an American voice to the. 
design field, reminiscent of 
Henry Miller, Knoll and Vitra. 

As the name implies, "there is 
collaboration at play" said Chen. 
“I have developed many rela- 
tionships with different design- 
ers at Urbana designs that gave 
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gem 


DEREK Chen 


rise to Council. My goal is to pro- 
duce furniture at a commercial 
level to be able to compete with 
the international market." 
Along with fellow designers 
Кота San Francisco and two 
other distinct designers from 


PSID pays tribute to Filipino furniture makers in “F3” 


THE PHILIPPINE SCHOOL OF 
Interior Design (PSID) Ad- 
vanced Class of 2007 will mount 
its graduation exhibit titled 
“Forty, Filipino, and Fabulous” 
(ЕЗ?) on Sept. 29-Oct. 31, at 
the Paseo Center, Paseo de Roxas 
cor. Sedeno Street, Salcedo Vil- 
lage, Makati City. 

Mounted in cooperation with 
the Chamber of Furniture In- 
dustries of the Philippines 
(CFIP), "F3" also celebrates 
PSID's 40th anniversary with an 
exhibit showcasing Philippine 
furniture integrated into mas- 
terfully-designed and executed 
interior spaces. 

“We welcome this opportunity 
for cooperation between CFIP 
and PSID. We've worked with a 
lot of PSID's faculty and alumni, 
and we've always been im- 


pressed with their talent and pro- 
fessionalism,” says Joy Cancio, 
СЕР vice president for Chamber 
Development. "With this exhibit, 
we look forward to the students’ 
designs as they promote Filipino 
furniture. We hope this will in- 
spire students to explore furni- 
ture design as well.” 

“We are celebrating the union 
of CFIP and PSID with a break- 
through interior design exhibit. 
All 19 booths are carefully 
planned, researched and exe- 
cuted to promote the ingenuity 
and creativity of Filipino-de- 
signed furniture pieces in fabu- 
Jous interior settings, and to 
emphasize the importance of 
furniture as an indispensable el- 
ement in creating interiors that 
work," explains PSID professor 
Jie Pambid. 


PSID is the countrys pre- 
miere institution in interior de- 
sign education, established in 
1967 by Engr. Augustine Cancio 
and Herminia Cancio-Layug, 
with the curriculum conceptu- 
alized by interior designer Edith 
Oliveros, Arch. Lor Calma and 
National Artist Napoleon Abue- 
va. Since then, PSID has pro- 
duced a number of successful 
practitioners and has been con- 
sistent in topping the local 
board examinations for interior 
design. 

PSID offers Basic and Ad- 
vanced Interior design courses 
to around 350-420 students, 
with a pool of 25-32 professors. 
The Advanced Course is 
marked by a major exhibit that 
serves as the thesis of the gradu- 
ating batch. 


SALAPID. A 
modern Filipino 
couple’s sanctuary, 
featuring a modern 
interpretation of 
the sulihiya and its 
deliberate 
juxtaposition with 
contemporary 
elements. 
Designed by Jean 
Gil, Kaye Llanto, 
Jose Soriano and 
Maybs Uy. 


E 


3 


SAMPAGUITA. Elegance, grace and sophistication best describe this 
classy den. Attention is centered on the heavily carved daybed 
serving as the area'sfocal point. Eclectic meets modern baroque. 
Designed by Karen Eleazar and Christine Monteverde. 


LILOK. An indoor 
paradise witha 
uniquely Filipino look. 
Featuring featured 
Maranaw-inspired 
louvers, frosted glass, 
anda specially 
designed abaca mesh 
warped sofa with 

. tribal-inspired coffee 
table. Designed by 
Karen Baltazar,Tin 
Sta, Ana and Glenn 
Vitor. 


TEARDROP vase. 


P 


BENTWOOD trays 


Europe, he put together an in- 
augural collection which was 
recently viewed at two interna- 
tional furniture fairs. 

In April the collection debut- 
ed in Milan, Italy, at the famous 
Salone del Mobile 2007. It was 
also shown at the International 
Contemporary Furniture Fair 
(ICFF) in New York City. 

Council aims to create curat- 
ed lines of distinctive pieces 
that fit together for each room 
ofthe house. 


Long process 

I was awed by the long pro- 
cess it took to hand-make 
Chen's products. 

“That's why my items can be 
very costly. You can produce just 
а small quantity for a period of 
time,” said Chen. 

The Teardrop vase is fully wa- 
terproof and is made of ve- 
meered plywood in zebrano, 
macassar ebony, douglas fir or 
walnut. Bent in the shape of a 
teardrop, it is sealed, weighted 
with opaque colored resin and 
finished with a satin lacquer. 
The vase is available in three 
sizes and six wood veneers. 

On the other hand, the Bent- 
wood tray is made of high- 
gloss clear resin over graphic 
print or woven fabric. It is 
available in nine colors. 
Both the Teardrop vase 
and the Bentwood tray are 
now available in different col- 
ors at Beyond Bamboo, a 
lifestyle store located at the 
Doña Consolacion Building 122 


Jupiter St., Bel Air, Makati City. 


The author is co-owner of Be- 
yond Bamboo (tels. 8908191 
and 8907680). Visit www.be- 
yondbamboo.com. Email bbe- 
yondbamboo yahoo.com. 


National 
bonsai 
exhibit 

Oct. 12-21 


THE 4TH NATIONAL 
Bonsai Open Exhibition 
will hold a series of fun- 
filled activities Oct. 12-21 
at the Araneta Center, 
Cubao, Quezon City. 

The event will include 
plant and garden bazaar. at 
the Araneta Coliseum Park- 
ing Area. Bonsai lectures 
and demonstrations by for- 
eign masters and local 
artists, kiddie bonsai work- 
shop and other basic and 
advanced workshops will 
be held at the Activity Area 
of Gateway Mall, 

Bonsai, originally devel- 
oped by the Chinese in 
200 AD for medicinal pur- 
poses, refers to the minia- 
turization of trees. 

The agreement for the 
National Bonsai Open was 
signed by PBSIs Bobby 
Gopiao, president; Mike 
Morden, vice-president; 
and Dr. Emer Cruz, direc- 
tor. Signing for the Araneta 
Center Inc. were Rene dela 
Cruz, chief operating offi- 
cer, and Ed Tejerero, senior 
vice president for leasing. 
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Top creative minds want to get 
inside your house 


OUR HOME, THE LIFESTYLE m = 
store that offers great prices, 
has selected lines designed by 
some of the country's top interi- 


or and fashion designers. 
Tito Villanueva, Adel Amas- Е 
со, and Dan Lichauco designed 
furniture and decor pieces for 
modem spaces, while fashion 
designer Rajo Laurel adds his 
creative touch to his bed linen 
lines. 
Villanueva showcases his 
Trent Collection for Our Home. 
He designed "a sectional sofa 
with relaxed anced back cuni of travel and graphic lines. Our Home stores are at SM Rosa, Baguio, Pampanga, Clark, 
BLACK urn-shaped crystal vases ions and an extended chaise fur, These are Autobon, The Strip, Megamall, Fairview, Southmall, Lucena, Marilao, Dasmariñas, 
arranged ina row Junge Ба уои сап conver, n j Emerald, Catwalk, Mirage, and V-Mall, the Block ас North-ED- Batangas, Iloilo, and Cagayan 
to different looks by breaking E Та Croix, all in 4-6-ріесе sets us- SA, Mall of Asia, Bacoor, Sta. 
up the pieces of the sofa making ing 300 thread count and 100 
every angle an attractive one.” 


sn percent cotton fabric. 
He said “a well-upholstered Man a FN 
sofa makesa strong visual state- 


Baa eT пак 
uc e Lord is collection consists of minimalist 
in виа and - dag Neha dep nd 
ventured into Exotic Interior on in neutral beg rich gold 
Blooms for Our Home—sampa- DECORATIVE plates and bowl and refreshing green. These are 
gita, potted orchids and succu- made from recycled glass three-seater and two-seater so- 

She said there was no need to Institute of Technology in New Si center and side tables. 
change all the furniture in a York and the Central St. Mar. , Тһе Fonteyn Couecton 5 ay. 
room for а fresh, new look. А tims School in London, and namic and versatile, movable 
change in color and accessories from dressing up some of Mani- furniture with multifunctional 

5 can achieve the same effect. la's most elegant women. con aaa: ipapa 

GLAZED ceramic vase Laurels designer linens He has six bed linen collec- table, a daybed that becomes a 

candelabra and colored resin | Showcase the great sense of tions exclusively for Our uy desio er 

na style he learned at the Fashion Home--all inspired by his love i 


“THE bedroom should be a place for relaxation 
and should reflect your personal taste and. 
style,” says Rajo Laurel. 


STRESS-FREE DINING, courtesy of orange and. 
infuse the room with warmth and energy 


Mall Hours 


Sept28-2930. | оп сеесіо A kaa 
10am - típm | ни ЖЕР" me 


Por DTLNGH Рети Мо 43-0771. Seras of 2007. 
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“Donsol” is 2008 Oscar bet 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


Film category of the 80th Academy 


Hopeless 
romantic 


PIOLO 
PASCUAL 


THE FILM ACADEMY OF THE PHILIP- 
pines (FAP) has chosen the independent 
film “Donsol,” by Adolf Alix, as Philip- 
pine entry in the Best Foreign Language 


Awards set in January next year. 
Asix-member selection committee chose the 
Bicycle Pictures’ movie over Brillante Men- 
doza's “Foster Child" and Pablo Biglang-Awa 
and Veronica Velasco's “Inang Yaya"—accord- 


DONSOL G2 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


PIOLO PASCUAL IS A HOPELESS ROMANTIG 
—in his own words, “a sucker for love stories.” 

The brown-eyed mestizo, the biggest male tal- 
ent in the ABS-CBN stable, is discussing why he 
thinks he has also achieved success as a pop bal- 
ladeer. 

“I can't stay away from ballads,” Piolo says 
“Du'n ako nakilala.” 

A gaggle of entertainment writers surround him as 
he stars explaining the making of his latest album, 
"Timeless" (Star Records). For the first time, Piolo 
tries his hand at writing lyrics and assures greater re- 
sponsibility as album co-producer. 

Work on "Timeless" took two months, with many 
hours consumed on recording his vocals. Piolo talks 
with pride about two songs he wrote, “There for Ме" 
and “Why Can't We Be Together" —he former dedi- 
cated to Winnie Mariano, a hardworking TV crew 

HOPELESS/G2 


: i ее Dreams! 
Become a CEH 


Global Career 
еп njoy 9 


H 
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Fulfil your dreams with the only professional school that can get you in a world-class 
Kitchen in as fast as 3-months. The Global Culinary & Hospitality Academy provides you 
with the vital tools you will need in order to start a promising career as a chef or a pastry 


A густох Е. vé chef. Сай us now and find out how we can help you embark on an exciting global career. 
А STAI № 


ЕН ——— 


pe Ci Grand Diploma in Professional Culinary Arts, Baking & Pastry 
‘Combining the Diploma in Professional Culinary Ала wih the Diploma in Professional Baking & Pastry 
3 “Axis wîl grant students this one of a kind Grand Diploma and alow hem to bo wice as good as everyone 
‘wah олу one specialty, сега ging them the edge against ће competion. Program begins on. 
September 25, and October 2, 2007. 


| SAM MILAO33 RSDL TOWNHOUSE 
Lot Area: 183.97 sqm. 


ЗАМ SJ100 HOUSE & LOT 
LA. 534 sqm. FA. 329.65 sqm. 


"T 
LA. 1,355 sqm. 


(near St. Ann Academy ) (near Shell Gasoline (Near Sandigan Bldg.) ho os le ec ke AN a 
Unit 11 STA. ANA Station-Blumentriti) DON FABIAN SUBD., metui Cows minia IA ai река KU. 
VILLAS, Manila GEN. BAUTISTA ST. Capitol District, Diploma in Professional Baling & Pasty Arts 

Ng 2215 Pedro Gil St. Bayi p San Juan са City Date a poeconlsoinpary acne wand ho WON о 


4,370,000 


95,778 
Be ММ BID PRICE) 


Бы 5,39 ви. P3,829, ыы 


(MINIMUM ви sow ecepng ervence exams іе уза зы students 
Associs Degree n ManeperaErtereseuhp n Cine Ans & Ho 
FOR DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., MONDAY TO SUNDAY, TAM TO 7:PM 
TEL NOS: (02) 534-9686 / (02) 534-3725". CELLPHONE NO.: 0919-5649933 
EX EC ean o aga ew STA ASSET MANAGEMENT ROPOAS. NC M papet yaa м 


"| trust Monterey. 
They deliver." 
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‘Donsol is 2008 Dagat" bet бенде 


POWER PLANT 
CINEMA 

ruere Пот) 
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ROCKWELL CENTER, MAKATI 
BESEHERSERE 


‘SHOOT’ EM UP 
R13 
140,350 6:00, 
8101020 


THE BRAVE ONE BRATZ 
R13 G 
12:30,3:00,5:30, 12:50,3:10,5:30, 
8:00,10:30 750,100 


ROUGE Assassin || NOW PRONOUNCE 


RIS LARRY - R13 


1:50,4:00,6:10, 
50,1030" 1230300530, 
8:20,10:30 8001030 


UNDERDOG 
[3 


12:102:104:10, 
6:10,8:10,10:10 


ES 8 SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


aT raspa? 


OCTOBER 7, 2007 - 8: ОСАМ 
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


UNDERDOG 
ce 11:30.1 30. 3:30 
THE BRAVE ONE 
(ял) 5:30, 8:00 


OSE “EM UP 


CHUCK & LARRY 
MTRCB R3 11:20, 2:00, 
4:40, 7:20, 10:00 


BRATZ 
MIRCB GP 1:50, 4:15, 
6:40, 9:05 


јаз) 12:40, 2:20. 
5:20, 7:40, 10:00 


ROGUE ASSASSIN 
MIRCA RAS 


Moves ana crate ar subject io change witout pror once 


Catch the Cineplex Special 
A Blockbuster Gift for all Season 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
Treat your family and friends to a thrilling movie experience 
only at the shang. 
Cinema Treats” for Cinemas 1. 2, 3, and 4 
Premiere Rewards- for ihe Premiere Theatre 


у trangia Раана 
Sek comer Show tet Maayong 
Сай 633-7851, EI d 


санан. 
OCTOBER 7, 2007 • SUNDAY e. Un 


TICKET PRICE: P600.00 


CINEMA GATES OPEN AT 7:00 am 
CALL 633-2227 FOR MORE DETAILS 
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So you want to make a hit movie? 


MOST FILMMAKERS DREAM OF 


producing, writing and directing a 
hit film, a movie that gets critical 


VIEWFINDEI 


raves and sets a new record at the 
box office. Alas, only a precious few 


achieve that vaunted dream, and 


many more end up 


flops on their hands, and empty 


Nestor 


with өтеу 7 Torre 


movie houses for their pains. 


Why can't hit movies be pro- 
duced with greater certainty? What 


makes a hit movie? 


Amouthful 


ing to director Pablo 
Gomez of the selec- 
tion committee. 

"We are hoping 
that a story on whale. 
sharks would impress. 
Amerian viewers," 
Gomez told INQURER 
Entertainment. 


“I never thought it mouthful: 


Adolfo Alix, 27, who 
is now working on 
two feature. 
films—"Tambolista" 
and “Batanes.” 
“Donsol” which 
stars Sid Lucero, is a 
finalist of the 2006 
Cinemalaya Philip- 
pine _ Independent 
Film Festival. It won 
the Best Cinematog- 
raphy Award and the 
Best Actress Award 
for Angel Aquino. 


movie audience. 


Major factor 


story and it 
ers can empathize with. 


WE once posed this naive question 
to veteran Lea Productions head Al- 
ing Toreng Santos. With great pa- 
tience and tolerance, she sighed, 
“Ay naku, iho, if I knew the secret, 
Td bea billionaire by now!" 

Well, we deserved that kind but curt 
reply Unfazed, however, we asked oth- 
er movie people for tips—and got a 


Since film is a mass medium, the 
biggest hits are made by productions 
that appeal to the greatest sector of the 


In the Philippines, demographics in- 
form us that the country's population is 
primarily young. So, movies for kid, 
teen and family viewers have a better 
chance to make it big at the tills. 


EMPATHY is another major factor Not 
only should you aim your movie at the 
biggest viewing sector, you also have to 
make sure there's something in your 
principal character view- 


mental priorities are. 


Difficult objective 


ing and deeply empathetic. 


cally, Pinoy halo-halo? 
Sounds logical 


THAT'S because some local producers 
want to play it safe and give everybody 
something in their movie to like. That 
sounds logical, but experience tells us 
that it can make your movie a big, un- 
focused mess, so watch it. You can be 
too "logical" for your own good. 
That sounds easy but it isn't. To gen- 


Hopeless... ...... 


member, the later about someone whose 
identity Piolo would rather keep secret. 

The writers tease him for clues, but he won't 
budge. A veteran columnist makes a wild 
guess: Does her name start with the letter J? 

"Hindi po," Piolo replies. 

"How about the letter R?” 

Piolo doesn't say a word. 

The teasing escalates, and the press con- 
cludes its probably Rica Peralejo. 

‘At 30, Piolo insists he's unattached. He has a 
10-year-old kid, Iñigo, from a past relationship, 
but looks forward to getting married five years 
from now. His idea of romantic moments is 
nothing grand. Just being able to walk in the 
mall and hold hands with his beloved is 
enough, he says. 

Here's a guy, drop-dead gorgeous and mild- 
mannered, who can't find a mate because work 
gets in the way. 

So for now, Piolo contends himself with ex- 
pressing all his notions about romance through 
ballads, loads of it, in his new CD. 


What did you do, exactly, as co-producer of 
your album? 

This is the first time in my five years with 
Star Records that I had a free hand in choosing 
the songs and who to work with, like Jonathan 
Manalo who is my co-producer He produced. 
two songs (‘Walang Kapalit" and “Ikaw 
Lamang”) that I had previously recorded. I in- 
sisted on working with him again, and also for 
these two songs to be included in the album. I 
wrote lyrics for two new songs with Jonathan 
providing the melody. In the studio I was really 
kulit, a perfectionist. In my past albums, the av- 
erage recording time was two hours per song. 
For this one, there were tracks that I had to go 
back for three or four times, to do some curing. 
It took me an average of five hours per song. 
‘And I would even come back the next day to 
listen to it over and over If I heard something 
na hindi ako comfortable, Pd record it again. 1 
invested that much time in the album 'cause I 
wanted something na hindi mo na iisipin na 
may kulang pa. 


The album is all ballads. 

Ballads are timeless. My vocal range is for 
love songs and my genre is pop-rock. I cannot 
do jazz. 


How does one ballad stand out from the 
others? 

It has to be full of emotions, crisp lyrics, you 
know, something so emotional that, when you 
sing it, people would know its not just a 
song--but there's a story init. 


Here'sa 
drop- 
dead 
gorgeous 


guy who 
can't find 
amate, 
as work 
getsin 
the way 


What's your all-time fa- 
vorite ballad? 

It has to be “Kailangan 
Kita" because its really emo- 
tional, You have to feel and 
know the song very well to be 
able to sing it Theres another 
one, “Sana'y Maghintay ang Walang 
Hanggan” by Jun Polistico, which was 
my first exposure to good ballads. 


Do you listen to other types of music to suit 
your different moods? 

T listen to everything. I listen to classical mu- 
sic like Beethoven when Fm trying to motivate 
myself, to get into the mood when Fm acting. 
Also Josh Groban, Bocelli. Once in a while, 
when I want to relax at night, I play meditative 
music, New Age and Zen-type. 


‘Who's your top musical idol? 

Tve always been a fan of U2 because its mu- 
sic withstands time. My favorite rock ballad is 
"АН Want Is You.” It's really a classic band and 
Bono has great vocal range. He has transcend- 
ed pop icon status, he's now a social icon, be- 
cause he's using his influence for global con- 
cerns. 


Do you see yourself writing along the lines 
ofa U2 song? 

ТЕТ had more freedom and more talent, of 
course I would! If could only have Bono's bril- 
Tance and the way he sings and writes, Га glad- 


Xd 


erate great empathy, you've got to fully 
understand what makes your target 
audience tick—what it wants, what it 
needs, what it dreams of, what its ele- 


AS ANY psychologist will tell you, 
thats a difficult objective to achieve. 
And, ironically, that dodgy joumey 
starts with knowing yourself first be- 
Cause youre the one generating the 
material that others are supposed to 
find meaningful, inspiring, entertain- 


Well, no wonder few hit füms are 
being made. With heavy requirements 
like those, only a few can pass muster. 
Then, there's the question of film 
type: Will your story tum out to be a 
drama, comedy, fantasy, action, sci-fi, 
horror—or, as quite often happens lo- 


Its really better to make your film's 
type clear, so that viewers will know" 
what they're in for. Truth in advertis- 
ing? You got it. 

Speaking of advertising, you have to 
face the expensive fact that most hit 
movies are products of saturation pro-. 
motions, which include hugely pricey. 
TV spots. So, after finding money to; 
make your Rim, you have to get your 
hands on even more money to pro- 
mote it. 


Starvalue 

FINALLY, you also have to face the fact 
that most local hits bank on strong 
“star value," which is similarly expen- 
sive. That is, if you can even succeed in. 
securing the services of bankable stars, 
whose work schedules are all filled up , 
until 2009. 

Fortunately there are the wonderful, 
exceptions. For instance, “Tanging Ya- 
man” had modest star value, but it 
made mint. Attribute that to its heart- 
felt and inspiring story about a frac- 
tured family. 


Battle-tested 

"WHAT about "Tanging Ina"? The Ai-Ai, 
delas Alas starrer also broke the bark; 
without costing an arm and a leg. In- 
structively, however, its star-director 

tandem tried to repeat its phenomenal: 

showing with a follow-up pro- 

ject—that didn’t set the box office on 

fire again. 

So, that takes us back to where we 
started—with dear Aling Toreng San-. 
tosand her pithy words of battle-tested . 
wisdom: "IfI knew the answer, Id be a 
billionaire by now!" 


“TIMELESS” CD inner 
ly do that. The fact that Ive started writing: 
songs for my album is already opening doors: 
for me. Its something new and Ive gladly taken? 
up the challenge. 


Which is more powerful as a medium, film: 
or music? 

Think they complement each other Bur lms 
has a stronger influence. А song has to be sup 
ported by visuals for it to come to life. A song? 
you hear becomes different when its played on 
film. 


Which movies do you find powerful? 

“Dekada 707 It had a powerful socio-politi- 
cal content. It changed my whole life as an ac- 
tor I gained confidence when I started winning 
awards. It made me feel I was really part of the 
business, that 1 could really be a serious actor. 
Among foreign movies, 1 like "Transformers." 
Ive always been a fan of Steven Spielberg. My. 
all-time favorite pop movie is "Reality Bites," 
being a fan of Winona Ryder. I love musicals: 
like "Phantom of the Opera." Story-wise, I love: 
“Titanic.” Pm a sucker for love stories. 


Corporate sponsors. had 
plunked in money for ad- 
vance orders (with corre- 
sponding tie-up deals, of 
course). Piolo himself is sur- 
prised that his mall tours have’ 
registered increased sales, 
from the usual 100, to the current 
350 а day. 

But more than financial returns, what is 
there to like about “Timeless”? 

Unlike other singer-wannabes, Piolo's 
vocals, though a bit thin, actually sounds 


REVIEW 


New twists, more musicians needed 


HOW LUCKY CAN PIOLO PASCUAL GET? 
“Timeless,” his fifth album for 

Star Records, is said to have instant- 

ly turned platinum because two 


pleasant and in tune. There is honesty in 

the way he expresses feelings: he even 

soars with vibrato at the climax of some 
tracks. 

But the songs! sentiments can be 
abore. In most cuts, what one 
hears are never-ending pledges 

of love and devotion--not bad, 
since this is what romantic tunes 
are about. There are, however, 
other ways of writing love bal- 
lads. 

There's one here, “Turuan Mo Ako” 
(written by Richard Poon), that devi- 
ates from the rest. It's not outstanding, 
but at least it has a twist: “Turuan mo 
akong magmahal/ Bakit ang nararam- 


dama'y di tumatagal 

Piolo's attempts at writing lyrics, 
though still amateurish, shows a lot of 
promise, "There for Me” has vivid images, 
suchas comparisons with soldiers and an- 
gels depicting the subject’s devotion and 
attitude. 

Whats new about this album is Piolo's 
increased creative control, even if the col- 
lection still includes a few covers, like 
True Faith's “Dahil Ikaw" and Rey Valera's 
“Walang Kapalit.” 

He should demand more musicians 
next time, because the arrangements here 
are too generic for "Timeless" to make a 
lasting difference. Pocholo Concepcion 
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IN THE 1970s, she specialized in "hooker-with- 
a-heart-of gold" roles, says director Elwood 
Perez. “She was spunky.” 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


‘ADDITIONAL PHOTOS COURTESY OF GNAPARENO 


HIS PAST YEAR, WHENEVER 

she had to attend an awards 

show here or abroad, actress 
Gina Рагейо never left home without 
these essentials: a rosary, a tiny angel 
figure and a small framed photo of 
late friend Bong Eraña. 

In bringing these trinkets, she explains to 
Inguiaea Entertainment in a series of inter- 
views that spans over a year, she is "sharing" 
not only her victories, but all her experi- 
ences—big and small, sad and happy mo- с uy 
ments—with God and Егаћа who passed 2 NN 
away six years ago. 

"That's why I relate to my character Amelita 
in Kubrador," she says in Filipino. "Our loved 
ones who've left us never really left us. 
They're still bere, guiding us, helping us. Sila 
ang pumapadrino sa atin sa Itaas (They medi- 
ate berween God and us.)" 

By all indications, Рагећо has pretty influ- 
ential mediators in heaven: 2006 was a ban- 
ner year for her. 

She recounts that those lucky charms were 
in her purse when she won Best Actress in In 
dia, Belgium and France (for Jeffrey Jeturian's 
"Kubrador")—and when she virtually swept 
the local awards derby as Best Actress (also 
for"Kubrador," from Pasado, Gawad Tanglaw, 
Golden Screen Enpress and Urian) and Best 
Supporting Actress (for Jose Javier Reyes’ 
“Kasal, Kasali, Kasalo” 
from the Metro Manila 
Film Festival and Star 
Philippine Movie Press 
Club) 

Talent manager Ed In- 
strella, а self-confessed 
fan from the Stars '66 
days, comments: “She al- 
ways stood out. She had 
the same appeal as Brid- 
get Bardot. It's great to 
know that the promise of 
"66 reached full bloom in 
n 

That Pinay Bardor, 
however, was brash and 
boyish growing upin the 
1950s. 

Born Geraldine Acth- 
ley, she describes her 
young self as “gangly, 
flat-chested, with short 
hair... a malnourished mestiza” who'd “pass 
fora boy.” 

She says her mother Patricia Ocura, a taki- 
lyera (ticket seller) at the Mayfair Theater on 
Avenida, thinks she looks “like my German- 
American father.” An only child, she never 
met him. “All my young life, my mom was the 
only one with me,” Gina says without rancor. 

To help mom make ends meet, she juggled 
odd jobs at a very tender age. At 13, she 
worked as tricycle driver on the streets of Za- 
pote and JP Rizal, Makati. “My last stop was 
Bermeheco. Tricycle fare was only 20 cen- 
tavos. I was so glad every time I earned P2. 
Ang galunggong noon, 10 sentimos isang 
tumpok (a mound of fish cost 10 centavos).” 


Odd jobs 

She sold mangoes and maruya (fried ba- 
nana fritters) on Sampaguita Street, near the 
Hippodrome, every Sunday, when there was a. 
race at the Sta. Ana tracks. 

The street smart lass, however, secretly nur- 
tured а dream of becoming a movie actress. 
“Maarte ako (1 was melodramatic). I would often 
practice crying in front of the mirror." 

Her golden ticket proved to be the ABC va- 
riety show "Dance-O-Rama." Only 14 at the 
time, Gina was declared the daily, weekly, 
monthly and finally the year's “Miss Dance-O- 
Rama.” 

Boots Anson-Roa, co-host and wife ofthe 
late "Dance-O-Rama" host Pete Roa, remem- 
bers Рагећо as "а flawless beauty with porce- 
lain skin.” 

Gina recalls, “I didn’t care about the cash, 
all 1 wanted was to act.” Part of the prize was a 
cameo in the show's big-screen version, which 
would top-bill reigning movie queen Susan 
Roces 

Soon enough, Dr. Jose Perez of Sampaguita 
Pictures sent her a call slip. 

For eight months, she toiled in bit roles. 
“Nag-extra muna ako. That was my training. I 
was paid РЗ per movie. When I tell today's 


young stars abc 
laugh." 

She rememb + 
Perez, finally to: 
in the smorgasl 

Later, she wa 
Gutierrez's lady 

“By then, my 
per picture,” shy 

Ever the mav 
strict Sampaguita in 
heroines. 

Quite fittings іш 
ginal ingénue ars! 1 
“Dugo ng Bampi 

“Thad alreads и 


PERENNIAL partner Tommy Abuel says 
Gina isan instinctive actress. "She always 
knows what to do on the set.” 
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Not even “Darna,” however, prepared her 
for the Snakes and Ladders game that’s show 
biz. 

By her own admission, she relished being 
the outsider. 

Movies were hard to come by at this point, and 
the self-confessed rebel busied herself with rallies. 
She was a staunch supporter of the opposition, 
even though most show biz denizens were Mar- 
cos loyalists in 1978. 

“Iwas just a silent supporter. I never went up 
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In 1984, she made the second ina string of 
comebacks after eight years of absence. 

‘That same year she earned a double nomina- 
tion from the Urian for two very different roles: a 
kooky jeweler in "Working Girls” and a martyr 
squatter mom in “Bukas, Luluhod ang mga Tala.” 
(She went home empty-handed then.) 

In both movies, Tommy Abuel was her partner. 
“She was instinctive then," he says. "She always 
knew what to do in front of the camera.” 

Although she seemed the consummate profes- 
sional onscreen, her life was in a shambles. 

In the early 1990s, she got in trouble with the 
law for substance abuse. 

"The police raided my home. They took every- 
thing, all my movie memorabilia. Even my bra 
and lingerie,” she recalls in a tragic-comic tone. 
But she weathered that crisis as well. 

“Noong nagkamali ako, noong na-rehab ako, I 
told God: ‘Sorry po. All want is to act. need to 
come back po. [miss acting terribly.” 

In the mid- 19905, she became a regular in ABS- 
CBN and Star Cinema projects. 

Filmmaker Rory Quintos remembers a different 
Pareiio on the set of "Ipaglaban Mo the Movie 2” 
in 1997. 

"She is always full of surprises. She is one of the 
few actresses I know who can deliver five or six 
different emotions in one line of dialogue," Quin- 
tos opines. 

Gina came up with such “layered” perfor- 
mances because she always reports on the set pre- 
pared, Quintos notes. “She does her own se- 
quence breakdowns.” 

Gina admits that she keeps very detailed notes 
on her scripts. “I would mark the scenes where my 
character appears. I would puta star beside the 
sequence number if its a dramatic highlight." 

No matter how early her call ime the next day 
and how late she wrapped up the night before, "T 
‘make sure to read the script two hours before I 
sleep.” 

“Talwaystell younger actors to emulate sea- 
soned, disciplined actors like her” says Quintos, 
who reunited with Gina on the ABS-CBN soap 
opera "Ysabella" this year. 

“She is so real,” says Judy Ann Santos of her 
mom in “Kasal” and guardian in “Ysabella.” "Tve 


CELEBRATING 


seen her at her happiest and most vulnerable mo- 
‘ments. When Bong died, Isaw how she coped.” 

Gina looked up to Eraña, who once starred in 
ТУМ movies as teen star Nenita Vidal, as her 
"mentor" 

"Bong helped me a lot—in so many ways," she. 
reminisces. 

Опа tip to Dipolog, she was a bit cranky and 
failed to smile at fans at the public market. Eraña 
gave her a dressing down. "Bong reminded me: 
“You've had three comebacks already If you really 
want to continue acting, you should leam to ad- 
just and be nice to other people because theyre 
the ones who support your career. Show biz folks 
‘would only latter you, but Bong told me the 
truth.” 

Lesson in humility 

Eraña taught her humility—a lesson that is all 
the more important in a time of plenty, she says. “I 
didn't know that it was possible ... that you can be 
content and humble at the same time. iF don't 
win another award, ГА be fine.” 

“Twenty-three years after her first double nomi- 
nation from the Urian, she again scored twin nods 
for Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress from 
the country’s premier critics group this year. (She 
won her first Urian for “Kubrador”) 

“Twas so excited,” she tells the Ingumen a day 
after the Urian triumph. 

Its because for her a trophy is no longer just a 
trophy. Irs redemption and recognition rolled into 
one. 

"ADI wanted to do when I was a kid was to act. 
‘Then I got into drugs and lost everything. Вист 
was able to recover. Nakabawi ako sa lahat. Now, 
everyone, from stewardesses to cigarette vendors, 
call me Ma'am Gina. feel their respect and it 
humbles me all the more.” 


her mother Patricia (third from left, seated), four grandchildren and two 
dj children Michael (first from right, seated) and Raquel (first from right, standing). 
ла 


director Jeffrey 
Jeturian. 
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A YOUNG SINGER TOLD A SHOW BIZ 
veteran how a production company affiliat- 
ed with a giant network exploited new tal- 
ents, all products of a reality search. He was 
supposedly paid P15,000 for two hit songs, 
inclusive of royalties. Plus, he said, he and 
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his batch mates do not have copies of their 
contracts. Last he heard, his fellow newbies 
are back in their hometowns, disenchanted. 
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Frustrated newbies from reality search rush back home 


садо was not pulled 

‘out of the planned se- 

ries "Love Pow, says 

she tumed it down. An- 

other Kapuso source 

says Jennylyn was nev- 

erinthe picture. “Pasan 

Ko ang Daigdig” wasn't 

for Jen, either, said the 

source. “It was really 

meant for Yasmien 

Kurdi. Jen's next big 

project for GMA 7, the source said, is a remake 
of the Sharon Cuneta movie, “My Only Love,” 
which will be shot abroad. 


Heartless heartthrob 

This hunk hasa mean streak. 

When a production staffer slipped and fell on 
the floor, the TV host laughed uncontrollably. 
But karma was swift and just as merciless. He 
bumped slammed into a glass door, and onlook- 
ers cracked up. 


Oldies, goldies 

NEW YORK— When it comes to picking up 
royalty checks, the oldies are still the goldies, ac- 
cording to anew list naming veteran rockers the. 
Rolling Stones as the top earning musicians of 
the past year According the Forbes.com web- 
Site, the Stones earned $88 million from June 
2006 till June this year, thanks largely to their 
"Bigger Bang" tour, which kicked off in 2005 
and has grossed $437 million to date. And al- 
though 37-year-old rapper and head of Def Jam 
records Jay-Z came second in the list with total 
income of $83M, most of the top eamers are 
better known to toe-tapping older generations. 
Madonna, 49, came 
in third with $72M. US 
hard rockers Bon Jovi 
took home 567M. El- 
ton John, 60, eamed 
$53M, ahead of Cana- 
dian pop singer Celine. 
Dion with 545M. AFP 
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Stories in local tabloids this week. (And why we 
are moved, if we are moved.) 

“Tetchie Agbayani, ayaw mag-pose sa FHM. 

“1 wont glorify God kung maghuhubad 
ako."—Jennica Garcia 

“Karylle pinayagan ni Dingdong Dantes na 
magpa-seksi. 

“Kahit sinabi na niyang maliit ang kanya, 
Joseph Bitangcol, madalas hipuan ni Keanna 
Reeves. 

“Dennis Trillo, Aljur Abrenica at Marky 
Cielo, pinagpiyestahan ng mga bading! (Asin?) 

“Pagkatapos ng break-up nila ni Sam Milby, 
Anne Curtis nawawala. (Sa sarili, o without а. 
trace?) 

“Game show ni Kris Aquino, titigbakin dahil 
sa poor ratings. (Who's gonna tell her?) 

“TV show ni Mel Tiangco, sugi na? (Some- 
thing in the air?) 

"Kim Chiu, Gerald Anderson, nasarapan за. 
halikan! 

“Kim, td nalasahan ang halik ni Gerald? 
(Ano kaya talaga?) 

*Lampungan nina 
Ogie at Regine sa 
TN nakakadiri. (Ba- 
ka 


Ogie's PDA annoy- 
ing. (I you insist) 

“Bisnis kina 
John Prats, Shaina 
Magdayao ayaw 
mamatay. 

‘Rayver Cruz 
doubts John, Shaina 
are sweethearts. 

“Shaina says its 
Rayver, not John 
couning her (Kaya 
pala) 

“Aiko Melendez 
bata pa, nakaka- SNOOKY Serna 
dalawang asawa na. 

“Third pany sa hiwalayang Aiko-Martin, 
tukoy na. (Afraid.) 

“Usaping pera, pasok sa hiwalayang Aiko- 
Martin. 


“Aiko, di na ginagamit ang apleyido ng 
asawa. (Mahirap Еврей?) 

“Aiko, battered wife? 

"Phoemela Barranda, bugbog-sarado sa gi- 
taristang BF? (Cute pa naman уоп. May balibag 
factor pala?) 

“Sunshine Dizon, ayaw mapag-usapan ang 
love life. (Kami rin; tama na yan.) 

“Sunshine on Angelu: Kung gusto niyang 
mambuking, e di mambuking siya nang mam- 


“Sunshine, naubusan ng lakas sa "Imposto- 
ra” (Ay, buking!) 

“Angel Locsin, sising-sisi sa paglipat sa Dos? 

“Tapatan nina Juday at Angel, niluluto. (Talo 
si Angel; course ni Juday yan, ‘di ba?) 

“Angel, nag react sa pagpasok ni KC Concep- 
ion sa Dos. (Kakabakaba ka ba?) 


*Joey de Leon, indefinite leave sa “Startalk.” 

“Joey, naguluhan sa natanggap na memo; 
namaalam muna sa “Startalk.” (Reader Mary 
Ville, of 65218 Madrugada St. Chino Hills, Cali- 
fornia, reacts: "Its about time someone stuffed 
Joey de Leon's mouth, Please, we are sick and tired 
of this same old subject Willie Revillame--ey- 
ery single day. We here in California pay so much 
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money to subscribe to their channel; do we deserve 
to hear his endless sour graping?") 

“Willie no comment sa leave of absence ni 
Joey; nakatanggap din ng sulat/ guidelines mula 
sa MTRCB. (An Inquirer editor, not this sec- 
tion's: “Nagmumukha tuloy mabait si Willie.) 

“Resulta ng kontrobersya sa “Wilyonaryo": 
Shows ng Dos, tinanggal sa YouTube. 

“Martin Nievera: “Enough of monkey is- 
sues" (Good call) 

“Martin, tikom ang bibig sa kasalang Pops at 
Jomari. (Kasal? Sigurado?) 

"Jom, labas sa 
problemang Martin- 
Pops. (Parang hindi 
yata. Ano sa tingin 
nyo?) 

“Rustom at Mom- 
my Eva, nagka- 
iyakan. (Thats what 
‘moms are for) 

“Lalake ni Rustom, 
bawal kina Rustom at 
Rommel 

Ра Guanio 
napikon, tinalakan 
ang writer ng "Show- 
bis Central” (Another one?) 

“KC Concepcion at Lino Cayetano, nag-date 
sa play ni Rachel Alejandro. 

“Oyo Sotto, Kristine Hermosa nag-date sa 
isang KTV Bar. 

«КС not afraid of intrigues. (Who's her dad- 
dy?) 

“Billy Crawford wants to invite KC to his 
concert. (Whats wrong with that? He invited 
us, too.) 

“KC ‘di dadalo sa concert ni Billy (E di kami 
nalang) 

“Mother Lily, suko na kay Snooky. 

“Jay Manalo, suko sa sugal 

“2 kasal ang pinapa-annul ni Snooky. Anu- 
vayan!) 

“Aiko, Snooky malas sa lalaki. 

“Snooky, may problema sa utak! 

“Snooky may sakit sa pag-iisip? (Pareho yata 
yon) 

Mystery girl 

“Sino ang “mystery gir'ni Piolo Pascual? 
(Dont look at us) 

“Piolo: Ang pogi ko.” (Agree. Spin a win!) 

“Piolo: “Wala pa akong girlfriend!” 

“Marami akong boyfriend!" 

“Marian, mailap sa mga lalaki 

“Marian, willing mag-pose sa mer's mag. 
(See, but no touch.) 

“Piolo, nagpa-picture kay Marian Rivera. 
(Майар kaya si Marian sa kanya?) 

“GF ni Mark Herras, lalayas па sa show biz! 
(Sino nga Yun?) 

“Uma Khouny mas flawless pa kay Wendy 
‘Valdez па maraming peklat at kagat ng lamok. 

“Paalam ni Yilmaz sa mga anak, nasa outer 
space lang siya. (There's a ring of truth in this, 
youknow) 

“Aiza handa nang magpa-buntis. 

“Aiza Seguerratype ang semilya ng Kano. 

“Pagbubuntis ni Aiza naunsyami. (E kung Brit 


ANGELU de Leon 
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"Ага Mina to sing Lupang Hinirang’ at Pac- 
quiao-Barrera fight. 

“Jinkee Pacquiao, nagalit nang malamang si 
Ara ang kakanta ng Pambansang Awit sa laban 
ni Manny. (Who else is against this idea? Raise 
your hands) 

"Pauleen Luna, Mayor Sherwin 
Gatchalian may problema sa relasyon. (Ayan 
na) 
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‘ROUNDUP KATIE AND ANDERSON ARE GETTING MARRIED... 
THEY JUST MET A FEW MINUTES AGO 


Stage of similarities and Derek Ramsey and can boxer Erik pearinaTVcommer- 
8 people wil draw Angelica Pangani- Morales are the cial, were chosen be- 
comeback comparisons,” says bans onscreen ro- new endorsers cause, according to 


AWARD-WINNING Alexander Ludwig, mance. of Magnolia's the product man- 
actress Gina Alajar 14, ofthe film that has new line of agers, “they embody 
returns to the Britishbooks, a young Starendorsers healthy fruit the healthy lifestyle 
Philippine stage in hero who must con- Actress Angel beverages espoused by the bev- 
Jessica Hagedorn's front evil and a great Locsin and Mexi- The pai, set to ар- егар" 


“Dogeaters,” direct- deal of magic. “But 
ed by Bobby Garcia Willis totally different 
for Atlantis Produc- from Harry Potter in 
Hons. зо many ways Аз Some of this stuff is so out there 


Gina plays multiple Will, I have to figure ee 
roles here, her first out whats going on YOU'LL HAVE TO SEE IT 


English language the- inside of me.” TO BELIEVE IT! 


ater role. She last ap- Тһе film from 20% 
peared on stage in the Century Fox opens Hammond, MAXIM 
Tagalog version of soon in local theaters, 


"The Vagina Mono- to be distributed by “This NEW BREED-of action thriller 


Jogues.” Warner Bros. x 

The play goes on pa ka HITS THE BULL'S EYE: 
stage at the Carlos Auditions -Stephen Rebello. PLAYBOY 
Romulo Auditorium, Stages is looking 
RCBC Plaza Makai for young male tal- This isa WET DREAM for ACTION JUNKIES. 
on Nox 16. ents between the ages -Peter Too. Rolling Stone 
t 13 to 19 for a career 
in recording and tele- 
vision. 

Applicants should 
be good-looking and 
can sing or dance. 
They should bring to 
aminus-one CD. 

Auditions are set at 
ЫЙ the Stages office, Unit 
ALEXANDER Ludwig 606 Greenbelt Man- 

" sion, Perea St, Le- 
“Potter like gaspi Village, Makati 

"The Seeker: The City on Sept. 29 and 
Dark 1s Rising” which 30, 2 to 8 p.m. Call 
features magic, arti- 8181111 loc. 225. 
facts, mystery and 5 
good and evil tharae- Subic shoot 
ters woven into a The TV series “Ys- 
stimulating story, in- abella” recently shot 
vites comparisons to an episode at Subics 
the Harry Potter se- Lighthouse Marina 
ries. Resort, which was 

“They do have alot used as backdrop to 
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Love, violence in the language 
of Javier Bardem 


LOS ANGELES—IT WAS ENTRANCING 
to hear Javier Bardem speak in our re- 
cent press con with him at the Four Sea- 
sons Hotel in Toronto. 

While Javier was blurting out 
words in English, a language he is 
learning to master, he was speaking 
from his Spanish heart and mind. Hi 
answers were passionate, sometimes 
surprising, and definitely not gener- 
ic. 

One of the few actors to win the 
Best Actor Award twice at the Venice 
Film Festival, Javier was quoted as 
saying about his English fluency in a 
different interview: "I'm getting more 
comfortable, but it will never get to 
the point as if you are doing it in your 
own language. When I say ‘I love you’ 
or'Thate yov' in Spanish, many things 
come to my mind, aspects of my own 
life. When I say it in English, T don't 
have the memories." 

We guess it helps that his English 
coach is his long-time girlfriend, 
Cristina Pales, a translator in Spain. 
“We have many of our lessons in bed,” 
said the first Spaniard to earn an 
Academy Award nomination, for his 
role as Cuban poet and dissident 
Reinaldo Arenas in “Before Night 
Falls.” That performance and his riv- 
eting turn as a quadriplegic in "The 
Sea Inside" won him the two awards 
in Venice. 

He may figure prominently in the 
next awards season for his portrayal 
of a drug world killer in the Coen 
brothers’ adaptation of Cormac Mc- 
Carthy's book, “No Country for Old 
Men.” Javier's character is 50 sinister 
that he is described as having no 
sense of humor. But that precisely is 
what causes some nervous titter in 
some scenes. The film is one of the 
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best we've seen this year. Joel and 
Ethan, whose credits include "Fargo" 
and "O Brother Where Art Thou," 
once again come up with an inventive 
film, which also stars Josh Brolin and 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

Javier reportedly beat Johnny 
Depp for the role of Florentino Ariza 
in the much-awaited movie version of 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez's "Love in the 
Time of Cholera," which is consid- 
ered by some as one of the most beau- 
tiful love stories ever written. 


What was it like to be directed by 
two directors who are brothers? 

Dealing with one director is a big 
task in itself. With two, you can just 
imagine. But the amazing thing about. 
working with the Coen brothers is 
thatyou never feel like you're dealing 
with two different people. It’s like 
one person is giving instructions. 
There was never a struggle ог contra- 
diction in their statements or wishes. 
They are very easy and funny. With all 
this horror that 1 have to do, and 
sometimes I have my problems, the 
brothers were always bringing humor 
to the set in order to relieve the ten- 
sion. 


Your character is evil but your 
haircut is funny. How was that 
haircut arrived at? And what was: 
your reaction when you first saw 


this haircut? 

When I arrived in Santa Fe, I knew 
more or less the road to take with that 
character. But there were a lot of 
unanswered questions. There was 
not a lot of physical description of the 
Character in the book. So the first 
question of the Coens was, "How do 
you want to look?" I said, "I don't 
know.” 

Paul (LeBlanc), the hair stylist who 
isa genius, said, “Come here for asec- 
ond.” He started cutting my hair and 
in two minutes, he did this whole hor’ 
ror ofa haircut. We were in the make- 
up trailer. The Coens laughed. Ethan 
almost fell onto the floor laughing. 1 
said, “What's wrong? I need a mirror." 
When I saw myself in the mirror, I was 
shocked. 1 said, “Okay, now I have 50 
percent of ће character. I just have to 
put the other 50 percent.” That's how 
good a professional like Paul can be. 
He had an image in his mind for my 
character. He did half of my work. 

It was a curse, though, because 1 
had to wake up every day with that 
hair (laughter). I was working only 
one or two days per week. The rest of 
the week, I was free, walking with 
thathair. No matter whatyou do, how 
much grease you put on that hair, it 
always stayed the same shape (laugh- 
ter). The Coens owe me. 


Didyou ever dream you would bein 
a Coen brothers movie someday? 
They have done deeply American 
movies. Being a Spanish actor, I 
thought it was impossible for me to 
ever work with them. But a miracle 
happened. They called. I was pinch- 
ing myself, saying, “I can't believe 
that may work with the Coens.” But T 
wasn't familiar with Cormac Mc- 
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Carthy's work. I read the 
script and I was like, "Oh, my 
God, that's too wild." I flew to 
New York to talk to the Coens. I 
said, "Listen, I don't drive, my English 
is not that good and I hate violence. 1 
don't know if Tm the right guy for this 
movie (laughter).” They said, "That's 
why we want you (laughter).” I start- 
ed to laugh. T said, “You are totally 
nuts.” They answered, "We are the Co- 
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Isaid to myself, “I can't miss this op- 
portunity.” I knew that behind the vio- 
lent story, there's a huge statement 
against violence. If anybody can pull 
that off, it will be the Coens. But I 
have to say that I had my problems. 
Туе only done two movies where I kill 
people. This one, and another called 
"Perdita Durango." Holding a gun is 
not something that I particularly like. 
But this movie shows how violence 
creates pain and misery Violence 
doesn't solve things—it only de- 
stroys 


This is a very violent character. 
How did you cope with such a dark 
role? 

For my own sake, thank God, the 
Coens created a nice, calm peaceful 
and funny atmosphere. If the set was 
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"The good thing 
about playing ` 
bad is you realize 
how far you are 
from being bad” 


filled with tension, then I would 
have had a hard time because I 
don't particularly like killing 
people (laughter). One of the 
things that shocked me was how 
American culture involves so 
much familiarity with guns. On 
the set, almost everyone knew 
about the caliber of the guns, 
how they work, their names. I 
was like, “What the hell 
laughter)?” Where I come 
38 from, we are not obsessed 
with guns. 


The Coens told us that you turned 
out to be a'very good shooter. Did 
holding а gun push buttons in you? 

T had to learn because the guy is 
supposed to be a good shooter. I went 
to this shooting gallery and ... I was 
like shooting with one eye closed. 
The guy training me was like, "What 
the hell? Have you done this?" 1 said, 
"No." I guess the reason 1 did well 
was, I had no tension about wanting 
to do it well. 

When I grab one of those horrible 
things, I am supposed to feel power 
but I felt weak. Something's wrong 
about a man with a gun; it's not natu- 
ral 


One of this film's themes is retribu- 
tion. Do you get even when some- 
one does you wrong or do you easi- 
ly forgive? 

Tm very good at forgiving. Not for- - 
getting but forgiving. You can't forget 
because to forget is like putting a wall 
to the memory that is going to teach 
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the world as its campus. 


‘us all connected at 50% less the cost." 


jed a lot since the Manila Jaycees held its first 
‘organizational meeting sixty years ago. But its character has stayed 
‘consistent ~ it continues to be seen as a “University of Leaders", with its 
members as its students, leadership development as its curriculum and, 


“and Sun; of course, keeps them all together. 


‘The Manila Jaycees was organized to help each member reach new heights 
in their respective careers and become leaders in their communities. 
" Sun now helps them carry out their plans of success. With most members 


“choosing Sun, commu 


| sier by keeping 


“Junior Chamber International-Manila (Manila Jaycees) President, Louie Basilio 


ation is easier, faster and more convenient. 


Reminders regarding community development projects, skill development 
programs and seminars are easily circulated via text-messaging. 


"We can be in touch with members anywhere, all the time," says 
Manila Jaycees President, Louie Basilio. “There's noneedtocutcalls short. 
No need to worry about texting too much. For urgent meetings, we 


сап even teleconference because of 
the truly unlimited calls of Sun! We save 
alotoftime and money, thanks to Sun." 


| Berni Sin pava h Pr] bono increase coverage and capacity, for more calls and texts anytime, anywhere. 


‘worwsuncllularcomph Hotline: 395-8000 
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Better network, better value. 


жәе -TITIGIL ANG MUNDO SA 
“OCTOBER 7! 
Ang muling pagtutuos ng Pambansang Kamao 
at ng Pride ng Mexico! 


BUKAS NA, SEPTEMBER 2. 
SA DRAMARAMA SA KAPON! i 
Magsisimula na ang Koreanovelang tiyak na kikiliti sa puso ng bayan! | * 


Ang kuwento ng babaeng makikilala dahil sa pambihirang galin 
ngunit pagkakaitan ng tunay na pag-ibig! 


WATCH, TEXT & WIN STARTING OCTOBER 15! 
Txt-txt! Hus der? 8s Ariel & Maverick n d nu game show s TV! 
Aabot sa P500,000 ang ipamimigay araw-araw! 


KUMASA NA SA OCTOBER 201 
= Kung talino ng Grade 5 ay masabayan mo, 
papremyo ang naghihintay sa'yo! || 


| MATUTUNGHAYAN NA SA ОСТОВЕ 
$ impok ang mga pinakamakasaysayang istoryi 
dalawang dekada ng Serbisyong Totoo! 
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Evil kid flick familiar yet suspenseful 


NEW YORK--A long lineage of evil- 
child movies — from "The Bad Seed" 

to “The Exorcist” to "The Omen" — has 
‘spawned "Joshua," which is at once fa- 
‘miliar and yet startlingly inventive and 
:Fithrilling. 

The feature debut from director and со: 
writer George Ratliff, best known for the 
documentary “Hell House,” is a tantaliz- 
ing, tense thriller in the most genteel of 
settings, which adds to the suspense. 

Hedge fund manager Brad Caim (Sam 
Rockwell) and his wife, Abby (Vera Farmi- 
ga), have just brought their newborn 
daughter home to their high-rise apart- 
ment on Manhattan's Upper East Side 
when strange things begin happening. 

The baby won't stop crying and Ab- 
by can't sleep, in her increasingly frag- 
ile state, she turns reluctantly to pills 
for comfort. Then she starts, feeling 
paranoid, and Farmiga makes it seem 
agiFshe's slowly losing her grasp on re- 


ality right before your eyes. , 
Most of the action takes place inside the 
apartment, and Ratliff makes great use of 


its long, dark hallway. There's also con-1 


struction going on upstairs, and the in- 
cessant buzzing and pounding add to 
the sense of claustrophobia. 

In the middle of all this tur- 
moil is the couple's 9-year-old 
son, Joshua (played by the subtly 
creepy Jacob Kogan), a serious, P 
sensitive boy with a talent for z 
the piano and a flair for the 
dramatic. He always seems to be around 
when horrific events occur but he never 
seems directly responsible. 


Haunting cinematography 

We know better — or at least we know 
enough to be suspicious. 

What makes Joshua” different, besides 
the haunting cinematography from Benoit. 
Debie with its deep reds and blues, is the 


way Ratliff and co-writer David Gilbert 
have developed their characters. The par- 
ents don't just stand by feebly while their 
‘world disintegrates — they react like real 
people. And Joshua isnt obviously men- 
acing from the start. He just seems un- 
derstandably jealous and a little sad. 
Неза bit ofa misfit with his per- 
fect hair, impeccably preppy. 
clothes and intellectual curiosity 
beyond his years. It kinda makes 

you feel sony for him — for a 

while, at least. 

"Do you ever feel weird about me, your 
weird son?" Joshua asks one night as his 
dad is tucking him into bed. Brad reacts 
supportively lovingly, the way any good 
father would. But Rockwell, who's made a 
career out of characters on the edge of 
reason, gives the role more nuance than 
you might expect. He offers a hint at what 
Brad was like before he was someone's 
husband and father — back when he was 
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you how to overcome that situa- 
tion. Forgiving is important. Like 
when I forgive you, I forgive the 
human race, my own human mis- 
takes. 


Is there anything good about 
playing bad? 

The only thing good about play- 
ing bad is that you realize how far 
you are from being bad. You feel 
better about yourself (laughter). 


You and Josh bonded deeply 
while making this movie. Why 
did the two of you click so well? 
Т am so happy to have the 
Chance to know Josh because 
aside from being a great actor, he's 
a great human being. He helped 
keep my feet on the ground. This is 
my first American movie, with an 
American crew, in an American 
landscape. I was the only foreigner 
on the set. Nobody ever made me 
feel like a stranger but you feel a 
bit detached. There was a moment. 
when I was totally lost, like emo- 


ONE UNSTOPPABLE FORCE. ONE IM M OVABLE OBJECT. 


Sil fun and maybe a litle crazy: 

Celia Weston is doting and cerie 
at the same time as Brad's know-it- 
all mother, Hazel, а born-again 
Christian who wants the baby to be 
baptized, much to the annoyance of 
Abby, who's Jewish. 


Sporadic support 

And Dallas Roberts makes the 
mást of sporadic supporting ap- 
pearances as Abby's gay brother, 
Ned, a Broadway producer who 
‘supports Joshua's obvious musical 
talent. He's also the first to recog- К 
nize what's going on when Joshua 
intentionally mangles “Twinkle, | 
Twinkle Little Star" during a school 
concert 

The moment is chilling. But if 
“Joshua” doesn't frighten you, itll at 
least make you think twice about 
AP 


SERIOUS GUY, FUNNY HAIRCUT. 
Javier Bardem is anything but comic 
in the Coen brothers’ dark drama, 
“No Country for Old Men.” 


tionally numb. Josh saw it and he 
took me out of there. 
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We have witnessed 
the BEGINNING... 


We have seen 
the APOCALYPSE... 


Now we face 
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You did the film adaptation of 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez's "Love 
in the Time of Cholera" this year. 
When did you read the novel? 

When I was 14 years old— Pm 
38 now. 1 was too young to read 
that book. But I realized how good 
a love story it was even though 1 
wasn't familiar yet with what love 
means. But I was truly passionate 
about the book. 

When I heard that Mike Newell 
was going to do the movie, and 
there was a possibility of me play- 
ing Florentino Ariza, the main 
Character, I had to be there. I liked 
the challenge of doing the whole 
journey of a man from when he 
was 20 years old to 75 years old, 
whose goal for 57 years is to win 
the love of a woman. I haven't seen 
the finished movie but I know that 
we worked hard. We approached 
the movie in a very humble way. 
We didn't pretend to bring Garcia 
Marquez into the movie. If we 
were able to capture a little bit of 
-, the books flavor 

that would be 
enough. 


Can you comment 
on the wave of- 
Spanish talents in 
the international 
cinema? Who do 
you credit for this 
influx? 

Every Spanish 
actor and actress is 
indebted to Anto- 
nio Banderas. He 
was the man who 
worked his back 
learning a foreign 
language and 
paved the way for 
Spanish actors. We 
owe him, Penelope 
(Cruz) and (Pedro) 


EXTINCTION. 


FROM THE CREATIVE TEAM OF “ANG CUTE NG INA MO” 
THE HIGHEST GROSSING COMEDY OF ALL TIME 
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Fifteen years ago, 
when you broke 
out with “Jamon, 
Jamon,” if we told 
you that someday 
you will be nomi- 
nated in the Os- 
cars, work with 
> Woody Allen and 
the Coens and act 
more in English 
Шап Spanish 
movies, what 
would have been 
your reaction? 
І would have 
thought that you 
were totally nuts. 


Now many Span- 
ish actors want to 
be Javier Bardem. 
It’s not that they 
all want to be 
Javier Bardem be- 
cause then it will be. 
a disaster (laugh 
ter). But they real- 
ize that people who 
film in Spain like 
Woody Allen, Milos 
Forman and Steven 
Soderbergh go back 
home and say, 
“Wow, those Span- 
ish actors are 
great.” We have to 
forget the feeling of 
inferiority that we 
sometimes carry. 


E-mail the colum- 
nist at rvnepales 55 
85Фуаһоо.сот and 
read his blog, “The 
Nepales Report, "оп 
www.inquirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesre- 
port. 
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Enjoy the shopping conv е 


of having the top brands апа 
your favorite restaurants 
| all under one roof at The Podium 


and fim Guiao Punzalan 
R EMINISCENT OF POSH MALLS 


abroad, The Podium in Ortigas 
ners the growing high-income brack- 


Center, Mandaluyong City cor- 
> et shoppers that its sister mall, SM 
Megamall, has left untouched. 

Known before as the parking area for SM 
Megamall customers, the Keppel-SM joint. 
project, which opened in 2002, aims to give 
"upscale retail shoppers a different experience. 

"The Podium serves the A and upper B seg- 
ments. Included in the customer demograph- 
ics are the businessmén and women of the Or- 
tigas business district and the young urban. 
professionals in the vicinity" says Christian 
Mathay, mall manager. 

Surrounded by the Asian Development 
Bank, Linden and Discovery Suites, and a 
stone's throw from office employees of JMT 


SEVEN-hectare area, six levels, 180 tenants 


and Benguet Centre as well as the restaurants 
of El Pueblo; the 7-hectare Podium has six 
floors of 180 tenants, including kiosks and 
cars. ` 

The Podium houses apparel shops, fine 
leather and luggage, specialty shoe shops, 
accessories and jewelry, sporting goods, 
specialty shops, restaurants/food stalls, 
home furnishings, health and beauty shops, 
TT/gadget shops, books/music and video, 
art galleries, entertainment centers, banking 
and service shops. Н 

The most recent additions include The 
Ramp (fashion apparel for men, women, 
young adults and children), Sebastian's Ice . 
Cream Studio (gourmet ice cream in unique 
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The Podium is the place to go 


Everyone who appre- 
ciates fantastic crepes 4 
knows he or she can 
always have it at Café 
Breton 
Café Breton has been 
known for its savoury and 
dessert crepes. Served as main 
course, savoury crepes are made of buck- 
wheat flour and filed with meat, sausages, 
seafood and vegetables 


made of white wheat 
flour and are per- 
fect with fruits, 
sweet sauces 

and topped 

with nuts 

and whipped 

cream. 

Established 
in 1998, Café STRAWBERRY 
Breton now has nine ^ ShortCrepe , 
outlets at The Podium (tel. 6875971), Mall of 
Asia, TriNoma, Greenbelt, Pasong Tamo, 
Westgate, Tomas Morato, Tagaytay and Sta. 
Rosa. 

Aside from crepes, Café Breton's other 
bestsellers are Hamburcrepe (burger patty on 
a bed of spinach, sautéed mushrooms, cheese 

ру» and topped with tomato 
CP pp, provencal), Lost Par- 
fe РИКА, adise (stewed apples 
PAGA with cinnamon, 
j vanilla ice cream 
and raisins marinat- 
ed in rum), Breton 
Mozzarella Burger 
with side salad, Chicken 
HAMBURCREPE Kun (chicken breast fillet 
topped with asparagus and cheese sauce on 
whole wheat toast), cold and hot coffee: 


MARIELA Luna (far right), owner and interior 
designer of Cafe Breton, with cook 
supervisors Tammy Alcantara and Adel Deona 


у . 


for specialty European cuisine 


Text by Rowena C. Burgos 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


HE PODIUM REMAINS ONE OF ORTIGAS CENTER'S GREAT EATING 

places. Paella, crabs, roast chicken, grilled lamb, Greek saridwiches, 

kebabs, smoked salmon and crepes are only a few of the specialties 
to be savored in various restaurants during your visit. 


ife Mediteranea 


An oasis of gourmet offer- 
ings, Café Mediterranean Flavors. 
of the Sun (tel. 6317297) was 
established in 1994. Aside from 
the 50-seater Podium outlet, the 
restaurant has seven other 
branches in Makati, Rockwell, 
Quezon City, Alabang, Mall of 
Asia, Boracay and Davao. 

There's no nicer way to while 
away an afternoon or evening 
than with Greek Little Plates (pi- 
ta bread, garbanzo hummus, 
black olive tapenade, cucumber 
tzatziki, baba ghanoush, falafel, 
meatballs and tabbouleh). If 
you're looking for real pizza, the. 
restaurants chef transforms 
fiour, cheese, tomatoes, ham 
and sausages into magnificent 
creations: Margherita, Greca, 
Mediterranea, Ragu and New 
York 

Soups, salads, stews, Greek 
sandwiches, panini with fries, 
smoked salmon, chicken, burg- 
er, pasta, fish, lamb, kebabs and 
desserts are also proffered. 

"What the restaurant offers is 
Mediterranean cuisine given a 
contemporary twist. It's not fu- 
sion," emphasizes Marla Tañada, 
owner of Café Mediterranean. 

With Café Mediterranean 
serving plates of Mediterranean 
food at reasonable prices, Taña- 
da expressed confidence in the 
diner's continued success be- 
cause “the Filipino palate has be- 
come diverse and is now open to 
allot of experimentations." 

MEDITERRANEAN Pasta 
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"THE Podium at 18 ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City 


flavors) and Opera Fine Art Gallery. 

According to Mathay, a three-day sale on 
Sept. 28-30 will offer up to 70-percent dis- 
counts on fashion apparel and other items and 
food. 

The Podium's two cinemas has 150 seats 
each, with facilities like wheelchair ramps for 
disabled persons. Ample parking is available. 


The mall is open on weekends, 10 a.m. 

10 p.m., and weekdays, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Restaurants at the exterior ground floor are. 
open until 1:30 a.m. 

Enjoy the shopping convenience of hav- 
ing all the top brands and your favorite 
restaurants all under one roof—The Podi- 
um way. 


A good restaurant to begin your 
food trip in is Casa Armas Tapas Bar 
Y Restaurante (tels. 6873663/ 
6873370). Located at the ground 
floor, it's a fine-dining place where 
great Spanish cuisine can be had for 
a good price. The rustic design of 
the 120-seater restaurant is reminis- 
cent of a Spanish bistro or taberna. 

Jesus Armas put up the first Casa 
Armas in 1995 in Malate, Manila. 
“What he wanted was to create a 
nice, cozy atmosphere that felt up- 
[| scale but not stuffy, so diners could 
come often,” says Lorraine Lim 
Aguila, who owns and manages the > 
franchise outlets at The Podium, 
Greenbelt and Jupiter in Makati with 
her sister Lora Rodrigo. 

For Armas, cooking in a contem- 
porary Spanish style in a country 
where most people's knowledge of 
classic Spanish cuisine begins and 
ends with paella was almost a daring 
act. 

“Señor Armas offered his home 
country's regional dishes as well as 
updated classics. i can say that he 
was the one who started the paella, 
lengua, callos, boquerones and 
tapas craze in the restaurant busi- 
ness,” Aguila says. 

The restaurant's bestsellers in- 
clude Snipe Bird Adobo Flakes, 
Lengua Estofado, Callos, Paella Va- 
lenciana, Paella Negra, Roast Baby 
Pig, Roast Chicken, Tabla Casa Ar- 
mas Especial, Croquetas de Pollo, 
Croquetas de Jamon, Angus Beef 
Steak and Churros con Chocolate. 

For people who love food, says 
Aguila, Spanish cuisine is all about 
flavor and the joys of eating. "It's a 
way of enjoying life by sharing good 
moments and tastes with friends.” 


LORRAINE Lim Aguila, owner of Casa Armas 
franchise at The Podium 
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ASADO de Pollo Ensu Jugo (Roast Chicken) 


Fuse les 


PINOYDON Tofu 


Pinoydon 

Right next to Fuzion is the Pinoydon (tel. 
6311198) that serves Filipino dishes cooked the 
Japanese way. 

With green, simple interiors, the 70-seater 
restaurant opened its first branch in 2002. 


It offers Pinoy rice bowls (in generous servings), 


salads, noodles/pasta and desserts. It also serves 


SESAME Prawn Salad 


BANANA Surprise (maruya 
fritter topped with vanilla ice 
‘cream and chocolate syrup) 


Following the Donburi style of cooking, Ріпоу- 
don uses Filipino breakfast favorites to create 
such innovative dishes as Bistekdon, Adobodon 
(pork and chicken adobo varieties), Cornydon 
(corned beef guisado with potatoes and eggs); 
Bellydon (bangus belly); Tocidon (tocino), Longi- 
don (longganisa) and Tapadon. 


eats 


Podium 
establishments 
provide a relaxed 
ambience for 
people who simply 
want to enjoy their 
food 


Text by Belle V. Bondoc 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


HE PODIUM PROMISES- 
AND delivers-a new casual 
dining experience for din- 


ers who want to eat well but do 
not need all the fuss. 


Fuzion Smoothie Café 


You can start your culinary ad 
venture at the fifth level's Singa- 
pore-based Fuzion Smoothie Cafe. 
The leading smoothie chain in Asia 
has over 12 branches in Hong 
Kong, Singapore and the Philip- 
pines. 

Husband and wife Jerome Uy and 
Meredith Ngo, who bought the mas- 
ter franchise for the Philippines, 


2 Pinoysushi (Filipinized sushi rolls). 


Ifyou do not go for Japanese food, then 
try the popular New York Pizza Delivery 
(NYPD) also on the fifth level beside The 
Podium Cinemas. The NYPD Podium branch 
was launched in May under a new managa- 
ment. 

The pizza place caters to a young market. 
The place usually gets the "after" 
crowd—afternoon, after movies and, yes, 
after-meal. "They're [really] our target mar- 
ket. We've been receiving good feedback 
from many Podium-goers,” said Paulette 
See, owner and managing director of NYPD 
Pizza Delivery Corporation. “This is why 
we're challenged to continue what was start- 
ed." 

AtNYPD, diners are assured of "a combi- 
nation of excellent food and impeccable ser- 


Vice,” said See. 
The company is known for its gourmet 


FUZION Club Sandwich with fries 
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KOREAN Braised Beef 


opened the first café in 2005 at 
Robinsons Galleria in Ortigas Cen- 
ter. 

The café offers smoothies with- 
out ice and sugar. It is the first in the 
country to serve smoothies made 
entirely from fruits and aloe nectar. 

"What makes the frosty beverage 
sweet and cold is the blend of blast- 
frozen fruits and chilled aloe nec- 
tar," said Lizette Abadicio, vice pres- 
ident for marketing. "So, its healthy 
and delicious.” 

Aside from smoothies in different 
exciting flavors, the café also offers 
pastas, sandwiches, salads, pizzas. 
Asian Jumbowls (rice meals), and 
the South Beach Diet Grills for 
health-conscious diners. 

Fuzion has now six company- 
‘owned local branches and a fran- 
chise café which opened recently in 
TriNoma. 


pizza. "We make our thin crust pizza from 
scratch to ensure freshness,” she said. Some 
ingredients are imported while others are de- 
livered fresh daily. 

The restaurant's bestsellers include the. 
Meat Lovers Pizza, the NYPD's Finest (pizza. 
with sausage, salami, bell peppers and olives), 
Buffalo wings and the Baked Ziti. 

NYPD's delivery hotline is 6316973. 
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|. GO Nuts Donuts’: 


Text by Belle V. Bondoc. 
delicious! 


Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


to ensaymada, The Podium has P EOPLEWHO BELIEVE SWEETS AND DESSERT 


A should constitute another food group may find 
almost everything for dessert lovers The Podium exact the place for hem 
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From doughnuts to crepe, ice cream 


A quick sugar fix is always 
available at Go Nuts Donuts. 
But even those who have to 
watch their sugar will stil find 
something to like at the dough- 
nut company. It introduced re- 
cently tha frst-of-its-kind бо 
Nuts Lite, no-sugar doughnut 
with the same melt-In-your- 
mouth quality as regular items. 
The doughnut has less thana 
gram of sugar, lower net carbo- | Go Nuts Donuts Cupcakes 
hydrate count and high fiber con- have moist and delicate cake 
tent. base and have a longer shell life 
Go Nuts Donuts has its own than any other baked cupcake in 
line of espresso, flavored coffees the market. Flavors are Hazeinut 
and frozen blends called Mad Crunch, Buttercrunch Toffee and 
Brews. Must-try are the Коску | Scream Cheese. 
Koolers that mimic popular Go Nuts Donuts now has ato- 
doughnut flavors like Go Nuts 1210136 outlets around the 
Donuts’ signature Amazing бізге country. 


and the popular Pastillas de 
Leche. 

Some four months ago the 
company introduced another in- 
novation, the Go Nuts Donuts 
Cupcakes. Made from high- 
quality ingredients— callebaut 
milk chocolate, pure Belgian 
sweet cream butter, farm fresh 
eggs, they use old-fashioned no- 
shortcut recipes. 


Lord Stow's 


On the third level is Macau's famous 
Lord Stows, known for its egg tarts. De- 
scribed by some as litte pieces of heav- 
en, the tarts perfectly bring together col- 
or, texture and flavor. Yellow cream filing 
slightly burnt on top is placed inside the 
flakiest, crispiest pastry. 

Known as pasteis de nata in Portugal 
where they originated, they evolved into 
their present form through the efforts of 
Englishman named Andrew Stow and are. 
now available in Macau, Hong Kong, Tai- 
wan, Singapore and Japan. 

In Metro Manila, Stow teamed up with 
Just Simple Bake House Inc. to make the 
famous egg tarts available to Filipinos. 

The egg tarts are best eaten within six 
hours after purchase. They are also deli- 
cious eaten cold from the fridge. But if 
you wish to re-heat the tarts, use the oven 
(not microwave), cooking at 200 
minutes. 

Lord Stow's also offers cheesecakes, 
freshly-baked pandesal and sandwiches. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


The ingre 
except for th 
Grace uses el 
"They (ensay 
longtime as 
the fridge," 8 


Home-bai 
6427206/09 
and kids alth| 

Dessa and 
muffins fron 
tives 

See's Goo} 
one is well ad 

The muffin 


DAILY INQUIRER- 


IFESTYLE 


Old reliables serve filling 


Familiar names remain 
the major crowd 
drawers at The Podium 


low-cost meals 


Burgoo (tel. 6875254), 
an all-American diner, has 
become a favorite with 
barkada and families be- 
cause of its hefty servings. 
With a seating capacity of 
200, Burgoo is designed to 
accommodate large groups 
although a function room is 
also avallable for parties 
and special events. 

Highly recommended for 
first-timers and regular 
customers alike is the 
Supreme Sampler (P385), a 
combination of Buffalo 
wings, spring rolls, moz- 
zarella sticks and oni 
Tings. For the weight con- 
scious, Burgoo offers 
Seafood Caesar Supreme 
(P215), another bestseller; 
and Linguini with Clams 
(P165) 


Text by Mary Ann |. Rañola 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


OU ONLY HAVE TO FOLLOW THE 
CROWD if you cannot decide where 
you want to eat at The Podium. 


PREME Sampler 
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| Delifrance 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 | 3] 


НАМ and Egg Tray 


For those who go for light 
but filling meals, Delifrance 
would be a good choice. It is a 
cozy café located on the 
ground floor of The Podium 
mall, one of more than 20 
branches nationwide. 
Delifrance specializes іп pas- 
tries, croissants and 
baguettes, perfect for break- 
fastand light snacks. 

Among its bestsellers is the 
Premier Clubhouse with Chips 
(P168), consisting of 
omelette, bacon, honey-oured.. 475 


ham, wheat bread and chips. 
Another must-try.is their 
Ham and Egg Tray (P219). 
With scrambled ед0, 
baguette and butter, fruits 
and cholce of orange juice ог 
coffee, it is both healthy and 
filling for breakfast or 
brunch. 


PREMIER 
Clubhouse 
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Grace outlet in 2001 in Glorietta. 


and lemon squares to her produi 


Dimacali opened the first Mary 


now has 11 kiosks and two cafes. She 
has added baked-items like brownies 


2007 


Café Mary Grace also offers pasta, 
salads and sandwiches. 

All Mary Grace baked items аге 
based on Dimacali's own recipes. 


She 


icts. 


Pinto hes 


parang 


Sebastian (3/L of The Podium), a new ice 
cream brand, offers unique and invigorating 
flavors to discriminating ice cream lovers. 

"We [actually] consider our ice cream as 
works of art," said Vitto Lazatin, one of the. 
‘owners of the Sebastian Ice Cream chain. 
"And the entire [kiosk] is the gallery. It is really 
very plain and simple, to (showcase) our 
product.” 

Lazatin, together with college friends lan 
Carandang and Tony Bondoc, put up their first 
ice cream station in 2006 in Alabang Town 
Center. The good reception encouraged them 
to open a branch at The Podium. 

"It started as a hobby. | love to make ice 
creams so | experimented with flavors. Some 
of them worked, while some didn't. It was re- 
ally trial and error for us at first,” said Caran- 
dang, the man behind the "weird" ice-cream 
flavors. He tested different ice cream blends 
then came up with over 50 distinct flavors. 


The Майей Milkball 
Madness flavor (malt- 
vanilla ice cream garnished 
with Malteser halves) is 
one of the bestsellers. 

Other exciting flavors in- 
clude the Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Dough (vanilla ice 
cream with unbaked chocolate “sass 
chip cookie dough and walnuts), Choco- 
holics Anonymous (dark chocolate ice 
cream with a thick fudge swirl and dark 
chocolate chunks), Butter Pecan (rich but- 
ter ice cream loaded with crunchy butter- 
roasted pecans), Mango Sansrival Cashew 
and the Dulce de Leche con Fresca (sweet 
dulce dé leche ice cream with a tart straw- 
berry swirl made of real fruit). 

The team is coming out with a new flavor 
this October, in time for trick-and-treating 
during Halloween. 


ENJOY a scoop of 
Sebastian Ice Cream 


Es 


Goodies 

hid muffins by See's Goodies (3/L of The Podium, tels. 
|7-5344528) are becoming quite popular among moms 
ugh it has been operating for only two months. 

Raffy See decided to start their small business when 
their own kitchen became a hit with friends and rela- 

Cfor3-4 

Hies only has a limited number of baked items, but each 
hne: 

|ѕ'аге available in flavors—blueberry, cappuccino, ba- 


nana walnut, strawberry, chocolate, apple cinnamon, carrot, raisin, 
cheese, jaffa (choco chips and orange), peanut butter, corn and, the 
latest, choco banana (combination of chocolate and banana) and the 
hokey pokey (caramelized sugar). 

"Our bestsellers are the blueberry and banana walnut muffins but 
Kids (go) for chocolate muffins,” said See. 

‘The brownies are also to-die- for with flavors like fudge, espresso, 
choco peppermint and a la mode. See's Goodies also offers healthy 
breads, perfect with a cup of brewed Cotabato coffee. Flavored tea 
and juices are also available. 2 


Í BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


Sunday LIFESTYLE 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


3 SHAKE Nitsuke 
Yaku 


With Asian fast-food chains popping 
up like mushrooms, high-end restaurants 
such as Yaku Japanese Grill (tel 
6875368) had a hard time coping. While 
being located at the corner end of the. 
third floor of The Podium mall may not 
help draw in the crowd, it does attract 


(d more of Yaku's target A-B market. 


"Our customers are mostly foreigners, 
celebrities and politicians. Actually, kami 
ang taguan ng mga artista. Kung gusto 
mo makakita ng mga artista on a date, 


YAKU Platter 


dito ka kumain," Neil Regalario, store man- Ё 


ager, said half-jokingly. Dim lights, interiors 
in warm earth tones and mellow tunes cre- 
ate an ambiance perfect for those who want 
to have some peace and quiet. 

The bestsellers are Yaku Platter (P225); 
selection of okra, tuna, pork belly, aspara- 
gus and pork strips, quail egg, chicken with 
onion leeks; Gyuniku no Yasaimaki (P160), 
spring onions wrapped in beef; and Shake 
Nitsuke (P175), boiled salmon with special 
Yaku sauce. 


— 
орать 


Crustasia 


For customers feeling a bit adventurous 
or unsure of what Asian cuisine to go for, 
visit Crustasia Asian Crab and Food House 
(tel. 6313857) on the third floor of The 
Podium mall. The restaurant offers Thai, 
Vietnamese, Singaporean and Chinese 
ways of preparing crabs, lobster, prawns 
and shrimps. 

Crustasia has a Vietnamese consultant, 
Thai chefs and a Filipino chef as well. “Hindi 
mo na maloloko ang Pinoy, lalo na ngayon 
na there are lots of opportunities for every- 
one to travel,” said Lily Hao Chan, operations 


director. "We send our branch managers to 
‘travel around Asia to get a taste of the gen- 
шпе and to keep tab of what's new in the. 
food market so that we serve only modern. 
and authentic food to the Fllipinos." 
Bestsellers are the Singaporean Chili 
Crab and Black Pepper Crab (118/1009 
for 1.1 kg and above); Vietnamese 
Seafood Paella (P365), seafood rice 
served on a cylinder: and Butter Oatmeal 
Prawns (P375), prawns made sweet and 
crunchy. For dessert, try the Vietnamese 
Saicon Cake (P95), alternately layered 
with pandanand yellow mongo, which is 
quite similar to our native sapin-sapin. 


hese. 
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‘Sweet dreams are 


ream (Upper Ground Level of 
| ‘The Podium, tel. 6315758) tries to appease any 

kind of crepe craving. it speciatizes in aromatic 
wafer and specially concocted sweet and savory 
crepes. 

| peu A bestseller is the Hazelnut Banana Chocolate, a 

k nutella chocolate spread and rich vanilla ice cream 

wrapped in а sweet crepe with sliced bananas. Itis 

topped with roasted almond flakes and whipped 

cream and drizzled with chocolate sauce. 

Also popularis the Chicken Chipolata, chicken 
and pork sausage with a mild lemon taste, ched- 
dar cheese, crunchy lettuce and juicy tomatoes. 

Crepes and Cream also offers sundaes, milk- 
shakes and hot and cold beverages. 


BANANA Split Sundae 
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Ambergris has always been 
backed by TELUS. 
Now Ambergris is TELUS. 


Ambergris is one of the most successful call centre and business process outsourcers in the 
Philippines. TELUS is one of the most successful companies in Canada, a multi-billion dollar, 
multi-national telecommunications giant. It just makes sense that we should come together as one. 
And from now on, Ambergris will be known as TELUS. 


~ 
И Æ TELUS 


а TELUS Company the future is friendly* 


- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~~~ 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR HEALTH SECTOR 


manae POLICY SUPPORT PROGRAMME (TA4HSP) 


SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


inSource 


ОЗЕ Ue ЋАО NES 


Fun • Professionalism * Passion 


We urgently seek: 


all from 


OneSource 


OUTBOUND and INBOUND AGENTS (L3) , 


with excellent communication 8 customer service skills 


immediately apply at 


WINSOURCE SOLUTIONS INC. 
ШЕ Robinsons Cybergate Bldg. 


Other Job Openings 


+ Sales Training Oficer 

+ SAP Consultants 

* Java Programmers Prehied's 
+ Propet Manager 

+ RPG Analyst Programmers 
“Techical Wniers 

* NET Programmers | Architects 
* Oracle DBA 

“Product Manager (FCG) 
"Макед Specaist 


website: www.winsourcesolufions.com 


MORE THAN JUST 
U&As 


WE DO SPECIALISED HIGH END RESEARCH 


Seeking Highly Skilled 
Quantitative Researcher 


Minimum 4 Years Experience 
As an Account Manager, Saigon, Vietnam 


Write to hr@cimigo.com and tell us about your 
most rewarding client presentation. 


Cimigo СФ 


www.cimigo.com 


Land Administration and Management Project (LAMP 2) is funded with grant 
aid for Technical Assistance from the Australian Govemment and World Bank 
loan to the Philippine Government. The Technical Assistance Team is in 
need of 


NATIONAL ADVISER TO DEVELOP THE LAND 
ADMINISTRATION EDUCATION STRATEGY AND 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


The full Terms of Reference are available upon request. 
The candidate must have the following skills and experience: 
* Appropriate Post-graduate diploma, degree in Education or other related 
disciplines 
* Professional experience of at least 8 years in an educational or training 
institution, together with at least 3 years experience in facilitating the 
work of a small team in developing new qualifications, programs and 
curricula, preferably in the land administration discipline 
Professional experience in any Land Administration and Management 
(LAM) technical field is preferred 
Active involvement in a professional organization, particularly in this 
organization's continuing professional development initiatives, is preferred 
Essential attributes include: • Positive attitude towards competency- 
standards based education and training systems • Ability to effectively 
facilitate discussion sessions with small to medium-sized groups * 
Excellent communication skills 


Applicants may email their CV with cover letter and at least 2 references 
mp] Фи e.net or fax to 9281176. Deadline for Submission: 
5:00 PM, 1 October 2007. 


TÀ Land Equity International contracts and manages the grant 

3} funding for Technical Assistance. Please log on to 

—À www.landequity.com.au, for detailed information about the 
company and to www.phi-lamp.org for the project information. 


Republic of the Philippines 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL INSTITUTE 
NHI Bldg T.M. Kalaw SL, Ermita, Manila 
BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 
(in compliance with RA 7041) 


‘SUPERVISING ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER. 50:22. hew 
Ne SADU Ua etr Depr, 3 jen катаа er 


SENIOR HISTORY RESEARCHER 30:15 ben ме за, 


IR Las bagang 


ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IV (Accountant), жз, 


SHRINE CURATOR II, 50-14, hem No. SC2-39:200 
pues desee 1 year ot ricca e 
ien mng: Corer Serie Pake. 


SHRINE CURATOR П, 5-1. hem No. SC2-1-2007 


INFORMATION SYSTEMS ANALYST 1, 50-12. liem Na 


CREATIVE ARTS SPECIALIST 1, 50-1. tea Na. CASLI 
Sun eter Dee a pi m 


MUSEUM TECHNICIAN П, 50:4. hem No. МІН 


BERNARDINO 
GENERAL 
HOSPITAL 

ISINNEED OF LICENSED: 


- PHARMACIST 
- MED. TECH. 
MIDWIVES 
H.R. PERSONNEL ** 


##(w/ minimum of 3 yrs. Exp.) 
PLEASE CALL: 


Ms. Mercy Figueroa а 935-7213 

Branch: #680 Quirino Highway, 

San Bartolome, Novaliches, Q.C. 

Ms. Tess Segura а 935-5262 
418-6684 

Branch: Zabarte Road, Brgy. Kaligayahan, 

Novaliches, Quezon City 


An EC funded programme is in need of 
Open position: 


DEPUTY DRUG REGULATION SPECIALIST 


Responsibilities: 


• The overall responsibility of the Deputy Drug Regulation 
Specialist is to provide technical support in the implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of technical assistance to be delivered 
to BFAD and selected provinces with the aim of strengthening 
national and local health regulatory capacity to ensure access to 
quality and affordable health goods and services, as articulated in 
the FourMula One strategy of DOH. 

The Deputy Drug Regulation Specialist will be working under the 
supervision of an international exper. the Drug Regulation 
Specialist based in BFAD. Assisting the Drug Reg 

Specialist in resource mobilization for delivery of necessary 
technical assistance and management of planned activities at 
central and provincial level will be a major task for the specialist. 


Qualifications, Knowledge & Experi 


» University Degree in relevant courses and at least 5 years 
working experience as a health regulatory or health development! 
agement professional with strong involvement in program 
anning. implementation, monitoring and evaluation is required. 
Master or higher level qualifications related to Healthy 
Pharmaceutical Regulations or Public Health Management and 
previous experience with health sector reform implementation is 
desirable. 
А good grasp of medicine access issues at national and global 
levels would be a distinct advantage. 


Skills & Personal Attributes: Candidate should have: 
Ability to interact at multiple levels using excellent oral and 
written communication skills both in English and Tagalog. 
Ability to manage multiple and varied tasks with enthusiasm and 
prioritize workload with attention to detail. 
А flexible attitude with respect to work assignments, new. 
learning and travel to provinces. 
Efficient with office applications on PCs. 
Willingness to work as a team member and to value the 
importance of teamwork. 


Benefits: 


A competitive salary commensurate with the deputy position as well as 
matching the experience of the candidates and comprehensive benefits 


|| are offered. 


Please submit your CV in EU format 
with not more than 3 pages at: 
tadhsp recruit@yahoo.com 
Please submit your CV not later than October 1, 2007 
You may download the EU format at 
http://europa.eu.in/comm/europeald/experts 


WE ARE HIRING 
FOR THE POSITION OF 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


(With comfhission, bonus + basic pay 
and transportation allowance) 
Top Selling Brand in the market 
ораси 
о Male/Female, 25-30 years old 
College graduate or equivalent 
Hardworking, with initiative, goal-oriented, 
creative 
Friendly, cheerful, patient, with pleasing 
personality 
With sales experience in electronics is an 
advantage 
With good sales track record 
Long term career path with fast growth company 
& industry 


Please send your resumé at ave louvQyahoo.com.ph 
or call 2476991 loc. 26 look for Analou 


MAYNILAD WATER SERVICES, IN 
in immediate need of: 


LABORATORY ANALYST 


Licensed Chemist 

Not more than 28 years old 

With or without experience 

Computer Literate 

Good in oral and written communication 
Reliable, hardworking, analytical, cooperative, 
patient, flexible and can work with minimum 
supervision 

Possesses integrity 


Qualified candidates may submit or e-mail letter 
of application w/ 2x2 photo ID, comprehensive 
resume,transcript of records/diploma to: 

Employment Administration, Personnel Services 

Maynilad Water Services, Inc. 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City 
Look for Cristy Santiago or Gienneth Magtalas 
e-mail address: clsan@mayniladwater.com.ph 

9254654 (DL) or 9205521 loc. 3084 


RESTAURANT MANAGERS 
AUSTRALIA 


We are urgently in need of dynamic 
people to work in McDonald's 
Restaurants in Australia. 


McDonald's management experience 
and qualifications to Store Manager 
levelessential. 


Please send your resumé to 
mascric@q-net.net.au 
Ph +61 411 220 069 


Applications will be treated in 
confidence. 


РА ои 


RITE e tW ISTITUTI 


| PROFESSIONALS? YOU BETI 


CooL Joss, FUN PEOPLE, GREAT PAY! 


Technical Support 
Customer Servi 


“ College/Associal 
finished at least 


asay City Office 
Building F, SM Corporate Offices, 
- БМ Central Business Park 
t have ne Bay City, Pasay City 
and listening skills fronting Mall of Asia) 
1 s (Visit us Mondays-Fridays, 8am-5pm) 
Leadership and Business Sup 25 2 
* Customer Satisfaction (СВА! x 2 
Accent and Conversational NS 
Accent arid Conversational Eng] S FREE ТВА! М | М а 
Human Resources Coordinators Ke on improving English skills 
Human Resources Assistants * à 


Recruitment Assistant (Project-based) ~ for NEAR-HIRES 
Logistics Coordinator 


e Pasay © Fort Bonifacio • Novaliches ° Cainta » Lipa Dumaguete • Bacolod • Cebu • Bacoor • Iloilo • 


Wy atii technology through its global delivery and sourcing model... With Global 
urce pool of qualified advisors, Headstrong delivers a full rang 
Mintenance both onshore and offshore. 
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Text us your feedback: Inquirer jm name/city/message. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Find A Career In Here. KA 


оо + 


Build your Future at CONVERGYS 


soso 


Outthinking.Outdoing. 


sed) à 
ИС ONE coms 
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100 Registered 
Nurses Needed 
for the USA 


1) 100 RNs needed for interview by our US clients in November. 
2) ABSOLUTELY NO REGISTRATION OR PLACEMENT FEES. 
3) Highly competitive salaries and employment benefits 
4) Immigrate to the US through EBS visa (Green Card.) 

Family may be processed at the same time. 
5) Tetal funding and support programme for selected nurses. 
6) Exceptional career and lifestyle opportunities. 
7) Applications are invited from nurses with either CGFNS, IELTS 

ог NCLEX passers. All qualification and immigration processing is 

paid by Drake. $1500 allotment for NCLEX passers. 


APPLY NOW! For full details of this exciting opportunity 
please call (02) 7531522 / 09212780824 / 09052476714 
FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY. NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED 


REGISTER ONLINE 


NOW 


at rw drikepinoycom 


Expedient АА @MARIPOSA 


picasa p 


‘expectant Modetal LLC 2F 61 Gl Puyat Avenue, Makali POEA Lic. No. 180-L8-102608-R 
POEA Rag. No 10100007 "Telephone (02) 8437300: 02) 8452078 Fax (02) 8449397 


^ IF YOU HAVE THESE QUALITIES, 
, THEN YOU COULD BE THE ONE 
WE'RE LOOKING FORI 


We are a Group based in the City of San Fernando, Pampar 
offices / branches in Quezon City, Malolos, Marilao, Dau, Tarlac, į 
Cabanatuan, Olongapo, Dagupan and Pangasinan, having diverse 
interests in vehicle dealerships and services, non-life Insurance, retail | 
financing, mass media, restaurant operations and real estate 
development Meeting the challenge ofthe times, our CONTINUOUSLY а 
EXPANDING group of companies seek DYNAMIC, RESPONSIBLE AND 
DEDICATED ACHIEVERS tobe our: 


xe FINANGE MANAGERS (city of San Fernando, Pampanga) 
Laus Group“ "Male or Female, graduate of BS Accountancy; Must be a CPA 
шалды "fas r0 ees 10 jeans слу work paan 
dd “With good scholastic standing: 
EQUIRERENTS | Sha good vartai ia Communion se 
ted Resume. | “Proficient in spreadsheets 
Gori “Familiar with various accounting software (e.g. Peachtree, Quickbooks, екс) 
a marking and piling to render extra work hours, and 
одна у "Wah pleasing personally 


pd FINANCE ASSISTANTS (city of Son Formando, Pampanga) 


mot be prioritized 
"Male or Female, graduate of BS Accountancy / BS Financial Management, Major in 
Accountancy 


with т 


Applicant are requested 
to mall or email 
thelr requirements to: 


“With good scholastic standing; preferably an honor student in high school or college; 
‘The Human Resources 


“Has good verbal and written communication skills 
‘Management Division "Proficient in spreadsheets and with adequate understanding of bookkeeping 
taus Grap Corporate Center functions 
пне ов Highway “Familiar with various accounting software (e.g. Peachtree, Quickbooks, ete.) 
Gly of san Femando pampanga “Hardworking and willing to render extra work hours 
NOT LATER THAN OCT. 13, 2007 
Qualified applicants will be notifled by phone or email = 


— P wewimssepeemps — lausGroup 


Disbursement Assistant 


Responsibilities 

Tha posten ndeakes a rango ol clea, doned and circumscribed cuties 
taong to claim processing within specie work area of ADB suchas i) 
Processing cians or andabuwsamartad он requests lor payment by 
evo, vang and vat he accuracy, completeness nd propriety o! 
Support dacumenttonwwltn osa) ted А08 procedures and uieines: | 


покровов banking, accounting or financo; andi (v) proficiency in the use ol 
computo particulari MS Ofice program, nctuding Excel and Word, 


For more dotais about he position, pleaso seo www ad orEmploymentLocal 


The Asian Development Bank's visionis aregon roe ol poverty. 
| Базе 1966 and headtuarteredin Mania, Pisippines, ADB's máu 
statt come rm over 50 member countries. ADB's Hoadquatrsin Manta 
genera recruits its administrative sit caly кот he Pines. ho positon 
ia loca Dres yaar rator appointment. ADB ors a highly competitive salary 
айога package appheatle o lacal sal Wh he positon advertsod is fr 
‘ADB Headquarters in Manda, Piippnes, AD stat! must be propared to sare in 
amylocuton outside its Headquarters t ha dacratonol Мапарепьоі. 


Boplyeeconicay quoting Re. No. EXT-ASO?- S41 CTLA and job oon. 
subjecting and asin apatan orm aval on www a00 arfmpoyment 
applamasptoe-mal address: LS jobo@eb org by 8 October 2007 


‘ue to the expected large number ol applications, oniy shorted candidates wil 
Selection Criteria | ‘be contacte. Applications lacking th job reference namba and job titla or using 


{ining with internal and external contacts to lolow up submission at 
‘missing documents or to cay payment instructions; (û) performing routine 
secretarial ctis such as typing correspondence and reports, receiving and 
placing cals, kasing with specifie internal and external contacts, and 
recording ncoming/outgoing mai and othar documents; anf fiv) maintaining 
‘isting ing syst by sarong and iing rouiine materiale according to 
prescribed systems and estabished guidelnes. 


Tho position reports to the Director, the designated Professional Stalf andor 


Reporting Arrangement | 
National Officer 


‘pectic criteria include: Û) stab to undertake the responsis. rime meer de denen 
mentioned above at the required lve (i) Bachelors degree in Business 

Aniston major in Accounting or Finance or any related fla Certified 

Public Accountant qualification would be an advantage; i at least 3 yous 


Asian Development Bank 151008) 


. wwwadb.org 


SMD Marketing Corp. 
A praese company isin ead oi 1 kalong 
ACCOUNTING OFFICER (Urgent) 
celum 
1 Битарс озб yous oid 
MARKETING COORDINATOR 
aan 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
ACCOUNTING STAFF 


BS Commerce major in accounting graduate 
With pleasing personality and fluent in English 
Preferably with 1-2 years working experience in 
accounting job 

Interested parties may send their resume to: 


ffccphil@info.com.ph 


TELEMARKETERS 
+ МЕ Parama or Fumo, w or wio experince 
* Howdy rale dy bonus + commission 

Решо submit үші Resume/Blocaia personaly at: 

Unto Can Patong Tamo Tower, 
Pasong Tamo, Makal Cl 
(ооо Don Bosco 5709, Maka naar Vistar Mary) 
Sig 242,207 9c o SO 
таг vp@eitylimt-cub.com 


IF YOU'RE FAST, FIT, AND HAVE AN EYE FOR DETAIL, 
THEN WE HAVE A JOB FOR YOU! 


Action ess 


OF SPEED MAGAZINE 


Dream, JOBS, here we come!! 


[fins Pat Page. En 
Sept. 26 & 2 7,2007 => 


MANPOWER COMPANIES: & MOREN BRING RESUMES | 


IS LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 

“Сору Editor/Proofreader wsietersier 

; | sBookkeeper/Accounting Staff renses 
Ivertising Assistant/Secretary fersi 

«Advertising Account Ex 


Send your résumé with photo to 
AIRO MEDIA INTERNATIONAL, INC. | 
968 Panay Ave, South Triangle, QC 
Tel. No. 374-6771 to 74 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


(сонда Gracuato 

Must be computor Worato and ного savvy 
"помор тетте Markatng is an advabiaga but not required 
Must bo порога and can work wih minimum supervision 
High love ol consensus buang skis 
Must bo a taam payer and kaon lo alas 

+ Trustworthy and must know how о handi confident information 

ШЕГІЛТІГ Loval cl any ol ho flowing coursos, Marang, Busnes, 
Gommunicatons o lated вво, 
Frollen wih computors and wndows based appiaion 
Proven rack cord in salos and markaing s an advantage bul nol required 
Can авто markaing programs 
Background in Intarnat Marking and knowladgo of Search Engine Opliizaon (SEO) is an advantage. 
but nol rocued 

"Win good communication skis 

7 Atleast Cologo Lovo! 

1 Smart can navigato tho Iniornot wih оова 
Fmisar ith windows based appicaton. 
Musi ba wiling to work on a hing schedule 


ın Psychology, Human Resources Managemen, Behavioral Scienco or elated 


JY witha laast 1 yr work experience speaking in Human Resources 
Strong background in recrulmont аға performance managomant 
1 Wih Good communication and oral eae 
Knowledgeable m o uso of MS Ole applications 
Malo atleast 25 yoars ol ago 
Can undorsland and converso in Engish 
Good negation skis 
^^ Mosthnow тоте and outs of Metro Manta 
= Congo ave 
Singa! Рота at toas 18 years old 
With good communication sas 
Familar with computor uso 
Walk applicants wil bo entartalned кот 
Tesumó wih a 2x2 picture. You m 
Uni 1208 Tycoon Contre Bid 


day lo Thursday, 2 pm lo 5 pm oniy. Please bring 
iso email your resumo l м пела com. 
Dro Ortoos Pasig CI B10. 2627 


Customer Service / Game Master 


O Female, College Graduate below 30 yrs of age 


O Must have knowledge on traditional or simplified Chinese MS 
Office 

O Must have good communication skill (Fukien, English) 

O Must be fluent in Mandarin (read, write, listen, speak) 

O Shifting Schedules includes graveyard. 

O Knowledge in Mahjong and Poker an advantage (13 or 16 cards) 


Programming Department 


O College Graduate. 

O Must have knowledge on the ff: 
Borland C++ 
Microsoft Visual Studio 6 C+ + 
Microsoft Visual Studio Net 2003 С++ 
Microsoft Visual Studio Net 2005 C# 


E-mail resume w/ photo to hr@taticorp.net 


A FOREIGN AIRLINE 


INVITES SUITABLE APPLICANTS 
FOR THE POSITIONS OF: 


1. ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT 
2. CUSTOMER SERVICES AGENT (AIRPORT) | | 57... 
3. PASSENGER SERVICES AGENT "raang? 


Tel Nox: 920260066 


ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVES 


1810 25 years old 
College Level 
Ploasing Personality 

1 Good In oral and. 
writen 
‘communication 


REQUIREMENTS: 


COLLEGE DEGREE. AIRLINE/TRAVEL AGENCY 
EXPERIENCE WOULD BE AN ADVANTAGE. NOT 
MORE THAN 30 YEARS OF AGE. 


ыы 


PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUME WITH 
TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDS 
AND 2” x 2" PHOTO TO: 


General Manager 
Box MK-101 
C/o Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Ground Floor, Atrium Bldg. 
Makati Avenue, Makati City 


HIRING 
ACCOUNTING CLERK 
Female. blow 35 yanrs oa 

* Comparar 


Not later than 08 OCTOBER 2007. 


‘Arn 1259 Gti, 
Baa Токо ма. 
та закона а zoin 
okies SOL 
Bring Prien Credentials 


Working opportunity with 
the Korean Government in Makati 


Executive Assistant 


Graduate of 4 year course; Female; Not more than 30 
years old; Fluent in English and Filipino; Good attitude 
at work and communication skills; With residence in 
Metro-Manila, 


Reach 
more 
qualified 
applicants. 
Advertise 


Please send resume with one 2x2 picture not later than 
September 28 at: 


Korea Desk at BOI (Board of Investment) 
385 Sen Gil. Puyat Ave, 1200 Makati City 
e-mail: koreadeskboi@gmail.com 


Тһе ONLY training you need to got a JOB - the sure мау! 


CALL Ms TRAINING PROGRAM 


LEA 


"ENROLL NOW! . 


БЕ US NOW! 


Inquire about 
the JobMarket 
package 
at 897-8808 
loc 514. 


637-2547 
Unit 2, 4I Bloomingdale Plaza. 
Shaw sive, Bo. короне 


Pasig 


* Work in world class facilities 

* With excellent benefits and compensation 

* Have faster processing and immigration opportunities 
* NO PLACEMENT FEE 


ә. NURSE. CANADA 


For more information visit WW'W.mercanrecruit.com 


An MANILA: 
> MEGA TRADE HALL , SM Mega Mall 
_ | September 28, 29 & 30, 2007 
>РІСС 
October 4, 5, 6 & 7, 2007 
> ST. FRANCIS SQUARE, Ortigas Ctr. 
Mandaluyong 
October 12, 13 & 14, 2007 
In CEBU: 
> SM Cebu, SM Trade Hall 
Е October 5 & 6, 2007 
Qualification: 
v "Registered Nurse, 
With English Exam (IELTS, TOEFL ibt, ete) 
“Minimum of 2 yrs: Hospital experience preferably 
tertiary hospital. 
f + Male/Female 23-50 yrs. Old 
É * Preferably exposure in ICU/CCU, OR, SICU, PedialNICU,T 
Psychiatric Unit, Geriatric, Obstetric, ER, Clinical 
InstructodNurse Educator. 
* Successful CARNA assessment is ‘an ADVANTAGE 


e Capital Health 


EDMONTON AREA 


Building Canada's Health Capital” 


BOOK YOUR INTERVIEW TODAY 
with Canada's top ranked 
innovative health employer! 


CAPITAL HEALTH is à 
dynamic organization 

with world-class facilities, 
health professionals 

and health services. 

As Canada's largest 
academic health region, 
Capital Health has established 
an international reputation 


Do you want a better life for yourself and your family? Reply to this advertisement, 

and if you meet our criteria we will organize a personal interview for you in October. 
Capital Health is recruiting nurses who want to relocate to Edmonton, Alberta, one of 
Canada's best places to live, work and play. This is your opportunity to enjoy living near 
beautiful national parks, mountains and lakes, as well as other benefits, which include: 


? Initial Requirements: 
Comprehensive Resume wi 2x2 Picture 
PRC License, Board Rating 

> Diploma, TOR, RLE 

1. Certificate Of Employment, Reference Letter 

Training Certificates 

English Exam Result 

F » Photocopy of Passport 


lenefit Package: 

È + $25 CAD/nr as a Graduale Nurse 

f» $29 CAD/hr upon obtaining RN license: 

“Relocation Assistance Up to $5,000 CAD 

f Overtime rale 2x regular hourly rate 
“Evening, Night and Weekend Premium 
£ Employer covered permanent Residence Fee and 
Processing Fee Up to $1,525.00 


* World-class facilities 

* Immediate opportunities 
with no placement fees 

* Excellent Schooling 


for groundbreaking innovation * Great communities 
+ Relocation/reimbursement packages 
worth up to $5000 


* Outstanding benefits and compensation 


and advances in medicine 
and the delivery of patient 
care. Dedicated professionals 
provide public health, 
community health, acute care, 


Interested and qualified candidates may e-mail their résumé and initial requirements to: 
nurse@mercanrecruit.com or apply and submit requirements to: 

Mercan Canada Employment Philippines Inc., 

Unit 502, Galleria Corporate Center EDSA Cor, Ortigas, 

Quezon City, Tel.: (632) 910-8010-13. Fax: (632) 910-8014. 

POEA License No. 070-LB-062207-PL-E 


home care, long-term care 
and rehabilitative care, 

and mental health services 

to one million residents within 
its boundaries. 


{Reimbursable Payment: 


CARNA Temporary Permit 
| 2 Work Permit Extension Fee: 


VISIT WWW.CAPITALHEALTH.CA * Initial Work Permit 


MAANYAGINTL. MANPOWER CORP. 
397 5. Marquez St 
Gatchalian Subd. Li 
Tel. No. #8 


Aprestigious manpower 
solutions and contract service 
provider, is in need of the ДАТ 
following personnel Cg 5 
ngp Our Sales & Marketing Group is in need of: Se Ом prospective Principal ALKA CONTRACTING { 
80, LE, a Consuucion Company in Duer, UNE 1 
Ith ned athe flowy pontine : 


‘SKILLED WORKERS: 

* Electricians 
Plumbers 

Welders 

AIC Technicians 

AIC Duct Fabricators 

TAB Technicians: 

Shuttering Carpenters. 

Finishing Carpenters. 

Masons 

ENGINEERS & OTHERS: 
Civil Engineers. 

Mechanical Endl 

Electrical Engineers 

Quantity Surveyors 

Autocad Operators 

Plumbing Engineers 

Safely Engineers 


LBP SERVICE 
CORPORATION 


" 
e 


SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 

• Сегед Public Accountant; 

* With atleast two (2) years work experience in auditing/accounting functions; 
ASSOCIATE PRODUCT MANAGER (FOR A TOP 
EUROPEAN PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY) 

* Must have a college degree in Business or Medical Sciences: 2 

* Must have at least three (3) years work experience in medical promotions. » 


ACCOUNTING STAFF / BOOKKEEPER 
• Graduate of BS Accountancy; not more than 30 years old; 
* Prolicientin MS Excel & other spreadsheet applications. 
CIVIL ENGINEER 
= Applicants must bo a Licensed Civil Engineer, 
* Must have at least one (1) year relevant work experience. 
DRUG REGULATORY AFFAIRS SUPPORT 
* Mustbea Licensed Pharmacist; 
* Must have at least one (1) year work experience in Drug Regulatory Affairs. 
INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER 
* Graduate of industrial Engineering: 
= Adeptin conducting Time 8 Motion Studies & Process Mapping. 
PRODUCT SPECIALIST 
* Graduate of any Bachelor's / College Degree with good communication skills 
= Must be willing to do field work 
SALES EXECUTIVE 
* Graduate of any 4-year Business related course; 
* Must have excellent communication skis, strong customer orientation and driving skills; 
* Must have at least 1 year work experience in selling products. 
SALES AND MARKETING MANAGER 


• Graduale of any Bachelor's / College Degree; 
• Atleast five (5) years supervisory or managerial experience 


Bayer CropScience 


DISTRICT PROMOTIONS MANAGER 


All applicants should have the following qualifications: 
> BS Agriculture, Agri-Related Courses or Marketing Graduate 


2 AL least 5 years supervisory experience in promotions, marketing and for : 

Sales of Crop Protection and other Agricultural inputs : 
Preferably with Excellent Track Record in Promoting, Demand. Creation : 
"and for Sales of Crop Protection Products or Other Agricultural inputs : 
Basic Knowledge in Crop Protection : 


With Excellent Management, Interpersonal, Communication and 
Leadership Skills 
Effective Меко 


ving. Presentation and Selling Skills 
Extensive Nero 


im the Industry : 


Basic Knowledge in Accounting, Driving and Computer Applications (MS 
Office) 
Willing по be assigned in Iloilo 


PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP MANAGER 


АП applicants should have the following qualifications: 


Our Foreign Principal CALIFORNIA HOTEL (Reg. 
No. 10107345) In Сиба, UAE Is in need of siali | 
for we folowing positions: 


Waitress 
Barman 

Ciub Manager 
Supervisor 
Karaoke DJ 
Cook 

Helper 

Room Boy мае 


mit 2 ses of CVs wiih 212 ре. Diploma, 
Goriticates, Trade Tast Corlicatos, NB, colored 
Copy cl Passport 2 copies at the above slated 
Brass. Look lor Ма, Janet or Ms. Lot or you may 
Call a the above slid contac! numbers. 


FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY 
NO FEES TO BE COLLECTED. 
BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS 


Female 
Mate 
Male 
Male 
Male/Female 
Malo 
Male 


BS Agriculture, Agri-Related Degree 


> M least 5 years Work Experience in the Agricultural industry with 
previously held positions in Brand Management, Field Promotions. 
Technical Services or Stewardship 
Has worked with Advertising, PR and Creative Agencies to Develop 
Communication Plans and Programs 
Has Fidd Experience and Good Knowledge of Farmers, Growers and 
Influencers 
Outstanding Technical Background/Knowledge of Products, IPM/ICM 


standing Ability to Develop and Document Successful and “Impact 
Programs 
Good Network with FPA and Crop life 
Excellent Management, Interpersonal, Communication and Leodership 
Skits 
Elective Negotiating, Presentation and Nenvortng Sills 
Highly Organized. and Innovative 
Interested applicants may visit our office at the Unit C & D nr aiai сы 
21/Е Petron Megaplaza Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati Сау > Basic Knowledge in Driving and Computer Applications (MS Office) 
For inquiries feel free to contact us at (02) 843-2077 loc 213/214. > Willing To Do Fieldwork ta Diferent Points of the Country 
You may also send your applications to Ibpsc. recruitment@yahoo.com.ph 
You may also visit our website: www.Ibpsc.net 


FRESH GRADUATES ARE WELCOME TO APPLY 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


GRADE SCHOOL 
' TEACHERS 


BEED with specialization in 
Math and Filipino 
Dedicated, innov 

Single (male or female) 


ONLY QUALIFIED CANDIDATES are requested to email their resume with 
pictures at Crisina.malabananGbayereropsclenc.com or end itio Human 
Resource Deparment, 3F Bayer Hone Canlubang Industral Estate, and Calamba 
City or ler han September 28 2007 


EventWorx makes a call for participants for OFW Jobs 2007 


AIMED AT PROVIDING A VENUE 


each day wanting to work abroad. able for franchising, and a lot of other 


where direct recruiters, foreign prin- 
cipals, and OFW wannabes can meet 
for a 3-day grand recruitment-- 
EventWorx Company in cooperation 
with Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, 
WorkAbroad.ph, and the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, opens OFW Jobs 2007: 
A Grand Recruitment and Livelihood 
Fair, at the Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, 
on Oct. 18-20, 10 am - 7 pm. 

With booth spaces available for on- 
the-spot interviews, a spacious lounge 
for jobseekers, а fill-up counter, а com- 
mon job-posting board, and a fully-au- 
tomated applicant registration system, 
courtesy of WorkAbroad.ph--the event 
is sure to attract thousands of jobseekers 


Featuring a 10x14ft Wide Screen 
installed in the venue, showing a list 
of jobs from participating recruiters— 
applicants, even ordinary mallers will 
have a full view of the various oppor- 
tunities available in the job fair. This 
will translate to increased awareness 
among potential applicants, for the 
benefit of all participating recruiters 

And because the event encourages 
OFWs to get into business, specifically 
for their loved ones and families in the 
country, while actively working 
abroad—a separate booth cluster will 
be allocated for entrepreneurs wishing 
to showcase their products and ser- 
vices, specifically business ideas avail- 


potential livelihood options, for OFWs 
interested in getting into business, 

OFW Jobs 2007: A Grand Recruit- 
ment and Livelihood Fair is being sup- 
ported by the Philippine Overseas Em- 
ployment Administration (POEA), the 
Department of Labor and Employment 
(Dole), Alaxan FR, Clickthecity.com, 
PinoyExchange.com, 
CareerCare.com.ph, Trabaho.com, 
and 91.5 Energy FM Radio. 

For bookings and other inquiries, 
please contact EventWorx Company at 
telephone #746-2764, mobile phone 
# 0906-2457831, email via 
info eventworx@yahoo.com, or visit 
wwwi.ofwjobs2007.com. 


C, С++ PROGRAMMER 
JAVA PROGRAMMER 


Graduate of Computer Engineering, 


NG Rock s Einb Шаа Сула QS Pn OT 


APPLY PERSONALLY: 


BRING: Transcript of Records, Bio-Data, 
Handwritten Application Letter 5554, TIN, 
ID Picture, Copy of Board Examination Result 


Not more than 30 years old 
Proficient in both oral and written 
English communi 

Preferably LET passer 


NOTRE DAME OF GREATER MANILA 
Madre Ignacia Avenue, 
Grace Park 1400 Caloocan City. ji 


| 
Tel. 366-3403 loc. 125 | 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
“aska іше і FOR ALL SITES 
M fasona we Comed 


| 3 Technical Support Representatives. 
| 4 ETELECARE | Financial Customer Service Associates 
Inbound/Outbound Sales Representatives 
Inbound Travel Sales Associate 
Customer Service Associates 
Multilingual Customer Service Associates 


pee) 
Sond siters mili ccu gla com 


plication Developer" 
Microsoft Application Developers* 
IT Project Leaders* 
NICE Systems Administrator? 
IT Helpdesk Associates” 


“dering bonus or success candidatos who 
mibi ороста by берілімі 26 


Oracle Developers 

FT Helpdesk Associates 

Merosoli Database Administrators 

Network Engineer 

Avaya Tolecommunicatons Engineers ` 

Computer Systems рода 

Мана Resoaren Specs, 

Recruitment Marketing роса 

Sourcing Specialist 

пасата Spec 

ТЕСУ 

Senior Salos Tr 

NG | Language Trainers 

Technical Trainer 

Training Supervisor 

OD Senior Training Offesr 

Workorca Management Specialists Forecasting ond sensing) 

Produelvly Assurance Coordinators 

Resource Specilsts 

Capacity Planning Spacatat 

Capacity Ping Seaton Lead 

Team Leaders 

Gilly Assurance Associates 

Compensation and Benefls Supervisor 

Human Resource Offcer 

Human Resource Specialists 

Fronidesk Associate 

"rior Financial Analyst 


(Davo) 
Specialist, 


‘Photo taken at New York's Times Square on eTelecare's fist day of tracing. 
Telecare is he frst Philippine incorporated outsourcer lo rade on the 
NASDAQ stock exchange. 


| Флеіесаге 


GLOBAL SOLUTIONS 


(CAREER SHOWCASE OPEN HOUSE!) 
Sept. 24-28 IF Metropolis Mall, Alabang 
Oct. 15 AnnexGShaw Bldg. Shaw Blvd 

cor. EDSA 


[Join our Job Fairs & Get P20,000++ Relocation Package! 
Sept. 24-25, 8-5pm  @Citylight Hotel, > 
Baguio 
began бавы 


Hotlines 

580-6530 (Manila) | 
(032) 411-9030 (Cebu). 
www.etelecarecareers.com 


" "m Sept. 29,8-5pm. 
manila.retruiting@etelecare.com е 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER i 


“JOB Market... 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


ISUZU 


Philippines Corporation Your responsible partner 


Isuzu Philippines Corporation (IPC) is the authorized manufacturer and dis. 
ributor of high quality commercial vehicles and powertrain engines. Moving 
people and businesses forward, IPC brings to the couniry the Isuzu brand, a 
global name renowned for unparalleled diesel engine technology and vehicles 
Of superior durability and fuel economy. Ве part of the dynamic team behind 
the world-class Isuzu brand! 


TECHNICAL TRAINER (Code: DND-02) 


Male, B.S. Mechanical graduate, licensed engineer 
With 3-8 years experience in the automotive industry 
Excellent communication and presentation skills 
Knowledgeable in training module preparation 
Customer oriented 

With professional driver's license 


TECHNICAL ENGINEER (Code: CBD-01) 


Male, Licensed B.S. Mechanical Electrical Engineering graduate 
With at least 3 years work experience in the automotive industry 
Excellent verbal and written communication skills 

Customer oriented 

Expertise in mechanical and electrical aspect of vehicle repairs 
With professional driver's license 


TECHNICIAN (Code: DND-02) 


* Male, Automotive Technology graduate 
* 25-30 years old 
* With at least 2 years work experience in the automotive industry 


OFFICE STAFF (Code: DND-03) 


* Female, graduate of any Engineering or Business course 
* Excellent communication skills, knowledgeable in MS Office 
* Has a good leaming attitude, with or without experience 


JUNIOR PROGRAMMER (Code: ADM-01) 


* Male/Female, graduate of any Computer Science or any IT related 4 
year course 

* Must have knowledge in computer programming 

* Can prepare complex programs with minimal supervision 

* Proficiency In Microsoft Access and Crystal Report is an advantage 


You may submit your application letter (with code) and resume at 
114 Technology Avo., Phase 2, 
Laguna Technopark Incorporated, Віћап, Laguna 4024 
ог e-mail/fox at hra@isuzuphil.com/02-6700-1196 


Deadline for submission is on Friday, Sept. 28, 2007 
Competitive compensation and benefits package awalt successful 
applicants. 


2F CyperOre Bldg. Upper GIF Annax@shaw 
Eastwood, Lois © Shaw Bvd. cor. EBSA 


TAKA 
{129 PBCom Towar 
Ayala Av. Makat 


ALABANG 
GIF Plaz@ A Bldg. GIF 2 Bldg, 

Northgate Cyberzone  Asiatown IT Park 
Flinvest Corporata Ci. Lahug, Cobu Cily 


CEBU "DAVAO 
C-t Mezzanine Fi. 
Apo View Holl. 


Davao City 
Text ETEL (space) PDI (space) Name, Landline Number & desired position 
Send to: 2327(Globe Subscribers) 0917-8902327 (All Non-Globe Subscribers) 


ы. Ҹә 9. Я 

ag ; т 
he sun does!” . 
Daytime operations assure you of security, 

* chealth and personal satisfaction: 
Security - confident, worry-free me 
travel/commute to and from the office -^" 
Health - avoid ailments associated with 
graveyard shifts; and live a fit and 
healthier lifestyle; 2-2 


Socials -.spend more quality time with 


T 
ж 


ki 


Ў | family and friends „ 
un" 7 
| Work with 
in Australia. Get that dodo fever and fly high with > 
a competitive compensation and a healthier lifestyle 


Career Opportunities: 22 
Operations: "Outbound Sales Representatives 
|... Customer Service Representatives 
"Technical Support Representatives 
> Winback Representatives 
Quality Manager. / 
Project Rectuiter 


j Qualifications: : 

i Operations: Atleast 6 months call center — ^ 
experience handling international 
accounts ;/ 4 


‘At least J'year experience in the” 
^ "same capacity 

Á 7. 

Send your application to: 4 

1 Careers.agent@acquireap.com - for Agent Positions 
|| Careers.nonagent@acquireap.com - for Non-Agent 
Positions; ^ 
| orLog on to: 

4enew.acquireasiapacific.com 


Support: 


nag 


сали NARE e] 
| Better Life. Better People. 
pman о 


УРУ. рыцы 
Е mb Sandvik Philippines Inc. 


Sandvik is a global industrial group with advanced products and world-leading 
positions in selected areas --tools for metal cutting, machinery and tools for rock 
excavation, stainless materials, special alloys, metallic and ceramic resistance 
materials as well as process systems and sorting systems. The Group had at 
the end of 2006 about 42,000 employees and representation in 130 countries, 
with annual sales of more than SEK 72,000 M. 


We are seeking for people who are passionate about their work and possess the 
drive to excel to join us as: 


ACCOUNTS & ADMIN 
SUPERVISOR 


The Job: 
Handle accounting, reporting, taxation, audit and internal control 
activities of the company. 
Assist in the day-to-day accounting and financial functions of the 
‘company. 
Assist in the human resource and administration functions of 
the company. 


Requirements: 
Degree / Diploma in Accountancy or Administration. 
Atleast2 to 3 years’ relevant working experience, preferably working with 
fully computerized accounting systems. 
Those with auditing or exposure to AS400 environment willbe an added 
advantage. 
Good interpersonal and communication skills. 
Good computer literacy with high proficiency in MS-Office applications 
especially Microsoft Excel. 


Interested applicants please email or write in with yourfull resume, photograph, 
current/expected salaries, and contact number to: 


HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER 
Sandvik Philippines Inc. 
Km 20 East Service Road, South Superhighway, Muntinlupa City, 
PH-1770, Philippines 
Email: recruit.sseaG sandvik.com 


(EN 
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NORWEGIAN TRAINING CENTER-MANILA 
Is in need of an 


ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR 


Who Are We? What We Are Looking For? 


"The Norwegian Training Center-Manila of the ‘Candidate musi ће a Certified Publie Accountant 
jan Maritime Foundation of the Phils, ие. Male 
п May 1990 for the purpose ог | 3: With at 
mpetent raining and о promote quality 


We offer varied courses rom Ship and Cargo 
Handling: Management Technical; Safety Courses: 
Welding: and Culinary Courses 


resentation and 
interpersonal skills 
Mist possess strong leadership qualities. 
Strong financial skills and mastery ога wide range of 
Financial Wools and applications 


Our faculty of Norwegian and Filipino mariners is 
trained to teach with confidence, sided by modern 
teaching aids and methods, 


Torappliculons please contact either of the following: Address: 
Ms. Bila G. Тон Зара, Administration Manager 


Mr. Paul Brillante, Finance Manager 


imn managere mem eon. ph 
пик метан cum ph 
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distributed in key cities Thursday 12:00 noon 
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Us 


Eton Properties Philippines, Inc. 22 


A member of the Lucio Tan Group of Companies 


An INVITATION to the 
DE] вез; E Е 
BEST REAL ESTATE г. 
We are inviting professionals experienced in the real estate industry in all levels of the organiza- 


tion to join. Applicants must be top performers in their organization, with excellent scholastic 
record, a team player, results-oriented and with high ethical values. j 


Prila inga wtb Brida 

Building with Pride 
Backed by the solid reputation of the Lucio Tan Group of Companies, Eton Properties Philippines, Inc. (EPP!) is poised to become 
one of the top real estate developers in the Philippines. EPPI draws inspiration from the successful track-record of its foreign 
counterpart Eton Properties Limited in Hongkong and China and aims to develop various large-scale projects. into 
commercially-viable, progressive and high-quality developments. ; i H 


1 


“AVP: BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMERCI CENTER BUSINESS HEAD FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT EXECUTIVE 


"Muni ave a Bachelor s Degree и Busness Adnvarrauon Management * WI be responsible for business development. leasing and mali operation of * Must have a MBA or Masters Degree in Finance 
Papag eee = ace future commercial centers ol the Company ® With atleast 10 years experience, preferably from the banking industry in the 
* Preferably with MBA th at least 20 years experience. 10 yeas of which in the commercial center Fels of CIS financing. morgage financing and Pag-IBIG financing 
2 What least 15 years experience in business development funciions/ market es Тер а ыы БЫ. apn ane 
‘esearch financial modeling in a managerial capacity rently holding AVP] VP Director postion 


+ Profesional, highly analytical, resourceful, resuks-driven 1 Adept in planning. highly anaiyical. rests driven, a teamplayer and strong 


——— CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER 
|" BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGERS - | ари a NA a pe pnm НКО 
paa rn SENIOR PROJECT MANAGERS ENGINEERS BESSEREN 


itest 10 years experience. 5 years of which is In customer service 
апіліңгайод/ Management Economics or equivalent Cl Engine 1 Equipped with excelent oral 6 written communication sills 
+ ‘Sah a least ТО years experience in busines development functions! market least 15 years experience in project management of high-rise buildings + Team player results-driven, with suong interpersonal sills 
cng + Wan excellent ora and written communication sls 
+ Mature, highly analytes, resourceful and results-oriented, teamplayer a PE MENU mis icem paper 


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 


ORTICULTURIST or equivalent 
7777 MARKETING MANAGERS ан HORTICULTURIST |: 
apr LOCI по uc cmd е epe EATEN 
Eu ЕЕ 
Creative. assertive. results-driven. with good interpersonal and presentation skits, — Бе in waste management and integration of grounds maintenance 


RECRUITMENT & TRAINING OFFICER 


"INTERNATIONAL MARKETING MANAGERS Bakuna Kada By reden Gem ek Get 
* us haw annt US, andor Europe иза PROJECT MANAGERS ‘ecutive lve poston) and corpor taining (e coordnaon Белиол 
2 Extn uve ое woe be an sat Shc the conduce rang semita 
2 Hiling o iravel overseas 30%% ofthe woding tme * келей Ovi Enger Mature, professonal, cle көрі organized 6 systematic: able o relate wel 
1 Wird emt 5 yeng sales management experience 


* Wah at least 10 years experience in project management of high-rise buildings ih ali levels ın the organization 
* Independent, айелім. confident. teamplayer With excellent oral & writen communication skills Computer profident 


® Hardworking and resourceful 
2: BROKER NETWORK MANAGERS : 
® Muni have a Bachelor s Degree in Buuness Adminstrauosy Management PROJECT ARCHITECT 2 


Marketing or equivalent from a reputable school 
+ Wl atleast 5 years work experience, preferably in broker management with a 
ey player in the rel estate industry 
i an impressive track record in selling real estate 
ould be available to brokers even on weekends 
Must have the aptitude (or organizational and managerial work 
+ quipped wih above average oral & written communication skills and excellent 


+ Assertive. confident, dynamic and results-driven ые“ 
* Ability to train people sa plus бер, water sc — 


ACCOUNTING SUPERVISOR 


‘Must rave a bachewors Degree ın nance) Accountancy? Banking or equivalent, 

Licensed Architect preferably a CPA 

* With ar least З years experience in Architecturefinterior Design ‘With at least 3 years related work experience preferably in the real estate 

® Computer prohcent and knowiedgesbie in Autocad and MS applications indonry 

Experience i horizontal and келісі constracuon would be an aste + Can withstand pressure and knowledgeable in computerized accounting system 
® Confident. resourceful, highly analytical and hardworking, 


= Most have a Bachelors Degree in Business Adminsuaion Managemen Finance! 
rum 1 year experienc ia web құсадан ‘Accountancy Banking or адымын 

: 1 Prefened sians. web dein 2 develop create de a Gh а jean Wort experience in backroom operations of a real este 

ЕҢ MARKETING OFFICER 7, е = company or Lone Deparmen ofan eaabished bak 


2 A teamplayer with svong interpersonal su 
+ Highly analytical, professonal. service-oriented, works with the highest degre оГ 
Must have a Bachelors Degree in Business Adminstration’ Managements Ка 


у 
MEN CH АВН Е Бы GRAPHIC ARTIST کک د‎ itogin adi arg он edam 


Supervisory level 


+ Wi proven sin maretog management * Mgt pores Bears Degree Fe An Dev Cte Mute ardor FINANCIAL ANALYST 
1 она experience in te rea estate Indus would be an advantage 


: MP c НИИ у 
и а Ba ape an uy eto 


ее ces ева Aranas Anaya 
es ӘНІН 
* Must очен а Bocntors бере or Maier Degree in Business Admins MARKETING ASSISTANTS METHODS ANALYST 


5 Mature assertive. with impeccable терту 
Management onan Managment Engineering or uvam = Must have a Bachelors Degree in Sales & Marketing! Busines) Communication! 
+ Must Rave at least years experience in business development luncon market 
камен financial modeling ің : = | Externe reo cn ema doin sens 
2 Mast be mature, Мен analytical ang resourceful ~ rr 5 st hove experience n systems analys & desir. i 
1 oped wih фей oa & writen communlcadon sis 1 tion ЕТ Gi appeals EY ara c and has excellent 
nd resourceful: wth good interpersonal sls Kroviedgestie in NG 


а Nee psi am vane сада E—— ера opt ts ent ote 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANTS d МА АЕ 
Ореол LOANS PROCESSOR RECRUITMENT ASSISTANT У 


Fron ana ba depen тапи ешо Ray = ost have a Bachelor's Deer але Aminan Managemen Рока Ma nave tea выде Degree i Hunan Resource Management or 
Would be an anet ја aie 
GINA a Kan mo pas NA ee ann «+ tent year wort emerence in a го esate company oras «Wh —— M) Q 
dicen ata work атқалы 
СЕ Basong ang eld Какие 
apil з mi * Highly organized & systematic: able to relate мей with all levels in the 
pee 


= Must possess а least а Bachelor's Degree or Master's Degree in Industrial 


= Fresh graduates are welcome to apply = Computer proficient 


"ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT CUSTOMER SERVICE SPECIALISTS 
aaa ACCOUNTING / TREASURY ASSISTANTS Must ave a Bachelor's Degree а Business Латино Management or 


> equivalent ` 

Preferably with previous erperience а providing sales support and in * Musi possess a Bachelors Degree in Finance) Accountancy Banking or eguvalent > Preferably with at least one year experience in Customer Service 
coordination overseeing adminisupie jobs Previous experience in vessuygenera accounting would be an advanape ith above average scholastic records 

+ With берет organizational, interpersonal and communication skills: fast learner ауасы. een on details. hrdworlong and wiling to extend working hours st be fluent in oral and written English: highly personable 

* Male candidates are prefered es graduates are weome to apply Confident. outgoing and resourceful 


Qualified applicants are invited to send their resume, transcript of records and 2x2 picture to: 
3/F Mactel Building, 1012 Arnaiz St., Makati City or email to hr.eppi@eton.com.ph 


ETON PROPERTIES PHILIPPINES, INC. is a member of the Lucio Tan Group of Companies 


JOBMarket. 


WORKING PEOPLE 


‘Text us your feedback: ingsirer paw name/citylmestage. Send to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


Emal: workingpeople@inqulrar.com.ph. 


tor Margie Quimpo-Espino 


Taking care of workers takes care of business 
From personnel management to people management 


“THE SHIFT FROM "PERSONNEL 

"management" to "people manage- 
“inent” has significant connotations 
„transcending semantics. Business 
Tpractice is progressing from "deper- 
isonalization” (man as machine) to 
jfhumanization" (workers аз part- 
Fners). From being treated as mere 
ipeons, workers are now valued as 
individuals--complex human beings 
| м needs and emotions. 

The era of “walang personalan- 
„trabaho lang” workplace mentality is 
Jfading gradually. This development can 
"pe attributed to driving forces such as: 
> Appreciation of workers" 
"rights. With the help of watchdogs 
лд advocates, workers are aware of 
‘their rights and are more confident 

about asserting them. For its рап, the 
‘company is aware of the potential con- 
Siequencesof violating these rights. Le- 
gal battles, workplace conflicts and loss 
TPF trust are disastrous to the company. 
> Increasing consciousness 
about work-life balance. Business 
‘owners and workers seek equilibrium 
n their life at work and beyond. Bum- 
‘out and fatigue lead to absences and 
'underperformance. Work-life balance 
‘counters the adverse effects of work- 
qelated stress. 
1 Search for personal rel- 
‘evance in constantly morphing 
work conditions. Workers are 
pressured to cope with technological 
advances, outsourcing, mergers and 


ЈРМ SO DESPONDENT ABOUT 
(ту career because my being 
ја mother and, perhaps, be- 
ting a woman, had worked 
jagainst my career advance- 
tment. My boss did not con- 
‘sider me for the position of 
fnational sales manager al- 
"though I had been sales su- 
ipervisor of the year for three 
consecutive years. He as- 
sumed that my being a 
‘mother of four (three kids in 
school and one three-month- 
fold baby) would make it dif- 
¿ficult for me to handle the 
Job of national sales ma- 
‘nager who needs to travel to 

ifferent places іп the Phi- 
:lippines where our company 
does business. 
: I feel so demotivated and 
demoralized that I want to 
‘resign. I've been with my 
‘company for nine years and 

ауе risen from sales rep to 
isales supervisor, a position 
уе held for five years. Pm 
jnow 41 years old. 
1 My career goal, which my 
ihusband approves of, is to 
igo up to the highest level 
ipossible in sales manage- 
iment. My 73-year-old 
mother, who lives with us, 
„is healthy and she looks af- 
iter our kids. I can always 
"get a competent “yaya” and 
ja househelp to help my 
'mother. Besides, my hus- 
iband is an accountant and 
‘observes regular office 
‘hours. So you see, I can be 
mobile and do what I need 
sto do. I see no future for 
ime now in my chosen ca- 
ireer while my boss is my 
iboss. I don't know if his 
‘boss, who is also a male, 
thas also gender bias. What 
should I do? 

Ms Career Stuck 


i, You have clearly identified your 
ifeelings about your situation. In 


similar developments that result in 
therapid obsolescence of competen- 
cies. Without proper retooling, work- 

ers feel disoriented and irrelevant. 

Quest for competitivenes: 
Despotic companies simply cannot at- 
tract the best minds. Mistreated wor- 
kers are not the best of performers. At 
the heart of a competitive company is 
а motivated workforce that accele- 
rates productivity and profitability 
Availability of information. Information 
technology allows workers and watch- 
to obtain data easily. 


Google search away. Mass media is 
also a helpful information source and a 
powerful influencer. 

A company that insists on the primi- 
tive way of treating workers as mere 
production inputs faces extinction. Its 
comeuppance is near, Here are some 
ways of valuing people at work: 

1. Ensure that workers enjoy entite- 
ments that are mandated by law. 
Comply with regulations governing 
compensation, social security, housing 
and healthcare. A law-abiding company 
will not have to deal with litigation. 
costsand work disruption. Apply indus- 
try standards especially when they 
exceed the requirements of the law. 
Some companies provide daycare and 
scholarships for employees children. 

2. Institutionalize continuous deve- 
lopment. The first step is to know the 
‘workers’ development needs. Armed 
with this knowledge, run responsive 
training, coaching and mentoring pro- 
grams that provide vision and direc- 
tion, enhance performance, optimize 


addition, you feel confused 
whether to stick it out in your 
company where you now find your 
career derailed because of your 
perception that being a mother of 
four children was the impediment 
to your promotion, or to resign 
which you are hesitant to do. 
Mobility 

From the way you describe your 
marriage and family situation, it 
seems that your mobility will not 
bea problem and that you can fill 
the requirements and face the 
challenges of the position of na- 
tional sales manager. However, 


skills, improve relationships and facili 
tate change. Recognize employee's 
self-itiated activities such as volun- 
tering in nonprofit organizations as 
merit credits. 

3. Create a professional and com- 
fortable work climate. Equip workers 
with technologies that enhance effi- 
ciency. Ergonomically designed 
equipment and furniture are worthy 
investments as they reduce work-re- 
lated stress. 

Beyond the physical, a work envi- 
ronment that minimizes conflit while 
allowing creative fiction will encou- 


instead of second guessing if your 
being a mother of four, was indeed 
the reason why you had not been 
considered to the sales manage- 
ment position, I suggest that you 
go directly to your boss and ask 
him the following questions: 

* Am 1 qualified for the posi- 
tion? 

* If so, what was the reason (or 
reasons) why I didn't get it? 

* If not, can you please tell me 
the reason (or reasons) why not? 

= In what areas should I im- 
prove to increase my chances for 
promotion next time a vacancy 
occurs? 

You can be upfront with him by 
telling him your marriage and 
family situation; that you have 
your husband's blessing to pursue 
a sales management career; that 
you have your mother staying full 
time with your children. Because 
of these, you are mobile and avai- 


TNLUSTRATION ву STEPH BRAVO 


ILLUSTRATION BY STEPH BRAVO. 


rage workers to be more innovative. 

“Apply sound corporate and human 
development philosophies to 
strengthen company culture. 

4. Promote work-life balance. 
‘Stress busting exercises, rest and rec- 
reation activities, subsidized gym fees 
or in-house facilities, allowing people 
to conclude a workday at the eighth 
hour and offering altemative work ar- 
rangements such as telecommuting 
are just some of the ways to prevent 
burnout. 

5. Match jobs and persons strategi- 
cally. Avoid job mismatch by learning 


‘Did my being a mother work 
against my career advancement?’ 


lable to travel to different places 
where your company has busi- 
ness. 

However, he may not be upfront 
with you by telling you the risks of 
having a woman in a sales ma- 
nagement position: being ex- 
posed to physical hazards in travel 
to some areas where men are 
more fit to be in; that women are 
subject to molestation and to 
sexual harassment, and the like. 
Maternity leave makes а wom: 
unproductive, a matter that em- 
ployers will not admit. 

Emotional well-being 

1615 obvious from the way you 
write, that pursuing your career 
goal is more important to you 
than having quality time with 
your children. The absence of a 
mother from the home during the 
formative years of a child's life 
always has an effect on the emo- 
tional well-being of this child. 

The need to be physically 
present at home when children 
experience certain “crises” in 
childhood and adolescence, such 
as failures and rejection, when 
they find the need to turn to a 
mother for support and nurturing, 
cannot be filled by their father or 
“lola.” It is only when these chil- 
dren of absent parents show be- 
havior problems in school that 
parents wake up and do remedial 
measures that might be too late. 

And, oh yes! I also suggest that 
you ask your mother if she is wil- 
ling to be full-time stay-at-home 
“mother surrogate,” especially 
since having a competent “yaya” 
and househelp may not be that 
easy to get. If she is willing, I sug- 
gest you give her a regular com- 
pensation which you insist she 
gets. God bless you. 

(The author is a management 
consultant, coach and counselor, 
and president of Career Systems, 
Те, a management, organiza- 
tion and human resource deve- 
lopment company. Feedback at 
osantamariacareersystems com ph.) 


Striking a balance in technology 


HIN THIS DAY AND AGE OF BREAK- 
“neck speed in technological deve- 
‘opments, it is quite important to 
"strike a balance, whether at work 
grat play. 

2 This is how Melody Tan dela 
"Cruz, managing director of Premium 
Logic Computer Co., a provider of 
information technology products, 
Yiews the local IT industry in gen- 
eral, its business, and its partner- 
“hip with Acer (Philippines), Inc., a 
‘subsidiary of one of the world’s top 
Фотршег manufacturers. 

> When Premium Logic opened shop 
in 1988, computers were still at the 
high-end of the price chain, computer 
literacy was a big challenge, so en- 


couragement and education were 
needed to convince people that tech- 
nology isa good thing to complement 
their lives. “Add to this is the fact that 
PCs and peripherals at that time 
‘were not user-friendly, so customer 
support was vital and customers 
needed a lot of spoon-feeding,” ex- 
plains Dela Cruz. 

But because of the convergence 
of modernization and widespread 
connectivity, the need for people 
to be constantly connected with 
each other spawned а new revolu- 
tion. This revolution saw the 
‘emergence of IT products, not just 
‘computers but also personal digi- 
tal assistants or PDAs and mobile 


phones, as vital tools to remain 
connected. 

However, this revolution pre- 
sented a downside, says Dela 
Cruz, particularly for a company 
like Premium Logic. "There were 
too many players, each one woo- 
ing the same set of consumers, 
and this brought about stiff com- 
petition resorting to price wars, 
hard selling, and other guerilla 
tactics, which is basically the 
recipe for a consumer's market." 

And this is where, she said, the 
partnership with Acer comes in. 
She cited the alliance with Acer as 
a big boost to Premium Logic in 
terms of branding, support and 


growth. “Our relationship with 
them is really healthy. Their mar- 
keting efforts and their continuous 
study and understanding of local 
IT industry trends go a long way in 
boosting our business targets and 
helps us cope with the demand,” 
says dela Cruz. 

‘She said the brand is backed by 
solid product support. She adds 
that the firm also knows how to 
strike a balance in the fast-paced 
IT business 

“They know we also need a 
break once in a while... 1 love the 
incentive trips abroad, It moti- 
vates us to work even harder to 
reach our goals,” she continued. 


about a person's real interests and 
skills in relation to business require- 
ments and objectives. Half the battle 
is won when a job role is assigned to 
the best qualified person. Solid support, 
capability gap remedy, monitoring and 
evaluation will ensure that the role is 
executed satisfactorily. 

& Affirm performance. Grant merit- 
based raises, incentives and rewards. 
Depoliticize such decisions by using. 
objective performance appraisals. Re- 
cognition can be in cash or kind as long 
as it symbolizes the significance of the 
‘worker’ contribution. 

7. Communicate openly and ho- 
nesily. Establish mechanisms that 
‘engage management and workers in 
regular dialogue. Authentic commu- 
nication characterized by verbal and 
nonverbal articulation and active lis- 
tening fosters trust, promotes team 
cohesion, defuses conflict, reveals in- 
sights and encourages involvement. 

8. Democratize decision-making. 
Involve workers in making crucial 
decisions. Make sure that it is not 
merely token attendance in meetings 
but genuine participation. Allowing 
them to ventilate their views, with 
the assurance that their ideas are 
considered, paves the way for wor- 
kers’ buy-in and cements their sense 
of ownership of decisions made. 

9. Uphold the use of leaves of ab- 
sence as a right. Labor law grants 
leave credits to workers. As such, 
leaves should never be dangled as 
“utang na loob” or rewards that are 
difficult to obtain. 

10. Empathize. Unlike robots, hu- 


man beings have emotions. In this 
context, emotion is not viewed as 
workplace soap opera but a state of 
being that is useful for information, 
inspiration and growth. Being sensi- 
tive to emotional cues, a company 
can help employees outgrow unhelp- 
ful behaviors. 

Practice empathy by being respon- 
sive to workers ideas, needs and feel- 
ings, with the aim of arriving at intelli- 
gent decisions, 

11. Personalize. Establish a direct 
connection between the company’s 
vision and business objectives to the 
aspirations and prospects of the em- 
ployees. This alignment enables the 
worker to locate himself in the order 
of things and deepens his apprecia- 
tion of his role. This will instill pride 
and purpose. 

12. Allocate resources. Reinforce 
implementation by supporting people 
‘management strategies with ade- 
quate resources. Doing so will send an 
unmistakable signal that the company 
isserious in this undertaking, 

The person-work dichotomy is no 
longer tenable. People management is 
directed towards the integration of 
work as an integral part of the person 
and vice versa. When a company takes 
care of its most valued assets, which 
are its workers, the workers will recip- 
rocally take care of the company. A 
motivated, high-morale workforce 
‘works better. The bottom line will sub- 
stantiate the result. 

(The author is a training and com- 
‘munication consultant. E-mail the au- 
thor at sucress.system1 @gmail.com.) 


Gospel. Luke 16:10-13 

The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trust- 
worthy in great ones: and the person who is dishonest in very small 
matters is also dishonest in great ones. 


Small matters matter 


By Bishop Precioso D. Cantillas, SDB, DD 


A SECRETARY I KNEW, LOST HIS JOB FOR THE AMOUNT 
of P10, which he used to take secretly from the weekly col- 
lections of a parish church. He thought that such small 
amount of money which he regularly pocketed for months 
‘would not be noticed by the pastor, and would not cost him 
inuch—the daily food and sustenance of his family for quite 
а while he was jobless. His dishonesty in very small matters, 
as Jesus warns in the selected Gospel verse, brought him to 
a greater mess in his life and that of his family members. 
There is indeed wisdom in the words of Jesus which give im- 
portance to even small matters. In fact, “a journey of a thou- 
sand miles starts with a step,” as a saying goes. 

The small matters in the workplace like punctuality in 
work, presence of mind or focus in one's task, keeping order 
and cleanliness in the work station, attention to details and 
routine of the operation, and so on, could sometimes become 
а great burden or cause boredom for the worker. Observing 
and keeping the minute details of the work could be so mo- 
notonous that it could dull one's sense of discernment regar- 
ding the really important things in life and work. The ordinary 
routine of the work could make the worker forget that after all, 
great achievements are made up of small accomplishments. 

The worker therefore needs to be alert to the little things in 
his work and understand that, as Jesus teaches, his faithfulness 
in these small matters could contribute to greater success in his 
profession or trade and could moreover, gain for him merits 
which Jesus would surely compensate with abundant blessings 
in His Kingdom. (E-mail the author at mAg Gskyinet net) 


A 
Silos 


You can beton it 
By Teresa R. Tunay, OCDS 


HERE'S WHAT HAPPENED TO JEFFREY, 45, CHIEF AC- 
countant, married, with three children. No one doubted his 
honesty, and he demanded honesty of his staff, too. Three 
years ago he had a fling with 23-year-old Leila, a newbie in 
the purchasing department. Covert flirtatious gestures began 
almost as soon as the two met. Young and pretty, Leila natu- 
rally attracted male attention, but she herself had her eyes on 
Jeffrey, good-looking, competent, supremely self-confident 
and generous with compliments. 

Soon they started having “working lunches” together, of- 
ten lugging along work-related records and documents to 
discuss over meals. Then, their officemates’ suspicion was 
proven true when she'd always be nauseous and drowsy at 
work around 11 a.m. She was pregnant. As she'd confide to 
а close friend later, Jeffrey wanted abortion or he would deny 
the baby was his. The scandal scarred Jeffrey's marriage--his 
wife's trust could not be restored and worse, his friends now 
talk that she's having flings of her own. Leila resigned due to 
the scandal, entered a home for unwed mothers and then 
gave the baby up for adoption. Now she looks terribly older 
than her age, fiercely haunted by one question in her mind: 
did she do right in giving up her baby? 

Dishonesty is not limited to money matters. The first flir- 
tatious eye contact between the honest accountant Jeffrey 
and the innocent newcomer Leila was “small"—so were 
compliments on each other's looks, or winking when they'd 
pass each other by. These made up a “small” emotional 
honesty that led to a crisis which demanded greater disho- 
nesty. “The person who is dishonest in very small matters is 
also dishonest in great ones,” today's Gospel reminds. You can 
bet your kidney on it—this is true. (E-mail the author at 
teresa de manila@yahoo.com) 


REFLECTIONS 
FOR THE 
ж. WORKING SOUL 


eF 
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m PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~- = 


SEPTEMBER в) =] ОВ Market k 


We are one of the few players in construction industry with branch of 
operation in the Gulf Region. For our local operations, we are in need of 
dynamic individuals who will likewise have an opportunity to work overseas 
and be part of our growing team. 


SUNDAY, 


PLANNING & SCHEDULING ENGR 

MIF, 25- 45 yrs old; Engineering Grad w/ at 
least 2 yoars exp as Planning & Scheduling 
Engineer of vertical projects: proficient with 
the use of MS Project, Primavera or other 
project management or scheduling 
software; 


MEPF COORDINATOR 


Male, 30—45 yrs old; BSME or BSEE grad: 
should have min 5 yrs exp in handling/ 
coordination of various trades like 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, fire 
protection and related works; exp with a 
project management company is an 
advantage; proficient with the use of 
computers 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR 

M/F, 30 - 40 yrs old: BSCE grad; with at 
least 5 yrs exp as QS of vertical projects; 
should be familiar with commercial and 
contractual obligations; experience in cost 
control system is an advantage; proficient 
with the use of computers 


‘STRUCTURAL STEEL CADD 

OPERATOR / DETAILER 

MIF, 25-40 yrs old; BSCE w/ at least 3 
yrs exp as Structural Steel CADD Operator 
7 Detailer; preferably have worked in 
reputable structural steel fabrication and/or 
design company; proficient with the use of 
CADD or other drawing softwares. 


FOREMEN 

Malo, 30 — 45 yrs old; must have at least 5 
years experience in either field of structural. 
steel erection, concreting, rebar works, 
architectural finishes and related works: 
ability to read and interpret construction. 
drawing is a must; 


MATERIAL CONTROL HEAD 

МЕ, 25 — 40 yrs old, BSCE or BSME; Must 
have strong leadership; Skillful in 
establishing and implementing material 
control system; Warehousing exp in 
construction firmis an advantage; Computer 
skill ls required. 

EQUIPMENT SUPERINTENDENT 

Male, BSME wi license is an advantage but 
not required: Excellent know how in the 
repairs and maintenance and utilization of 
heavy equipment for construction is highly 
required. With at least 8 years Supervisory 
experience in similar trade. 

SURVEYOR 

Male, Geodetic or Civil Engineering 
graduate with at least 5 yrs exp as 
Surveyor of vertical projects 


FRESH GRADUATES of 
Engineering, Accounting, Business 
courses are also welcome to apply. 


Attractive package commensurate to credentials await the 
successful candidates who must also be willing to accept 
assignment in our existing Qatar and Dubai operations and other 
upcoming overseas operations in the Gulf Region, 


Interested applicants are encouraged to personally submit CV at 


STA. CLARA INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
97 EDSA, Guadalupe, Makati Cit 


v ity 
75 Tel. Nos.: 882-1318 * 882-1340 * Fax No.: (632) 882-1338 


e-mail: sta.clara intl corpGyahoo.com 


IBM opens new business services 
recruitment hub in Eastwood 


T&cruitmenthub. 


IBM BUSINESS 
Services (IBS) recently 
welcomed job seekers 
to its new Recruitment 
Hub. Situated at the 
Ground Floor of IBM 
Plaza in Eastwood 
City, the Hub has a 
testing area and inter- 
view rooms to accom- 
modate applicants who 
are keen to be part of 
the company's hyper 
growth. 

"We wanted a loca- 
tion that would take 
advantage of the high 
foot traffic in the area,” 
says Joan Laquin- 
danum, IBS Recruit- 
ment Manager. "We 
currently have more 
than 1,800 employees 
in the center and we 
will continue to ex- 
pand due to the hyper- 
growth pace of the 
business.” 


«э 


Is in need of the following: 


TECHNICAL AUDITOR 


Malo, 23-28 ylo must be licensed СМІ Engineer wih at least 1 year 
work experiance in a construction firm, computer iterate, proficient in 
written and oral communication skils & a team player, 


CRUZ & CO., INC. 
вето SURVCIOR-CONSTRUCTORS 
[eed 


CANVASSER 


Female, 22-28 ylo, СМІ Engineer wilh al least 1 year work experience. 
in purchasing or canvassing in a construction firm, computer iterate, 


pleasant 8 a team player. 


ASSISTANT CHIEF ACCOUNTANT 


Male 30-38 уб, graduate of BS Commerce major in Accountancy, 
wit five (5) years work experience, computer iterate, knowledgeable 
in FCA & Solomon integrated System, CPA is a plus, good 
communication sls, pleasant & a team player, 


Applicants are requested to apply personally to Е.Р. Cruz & Co. Ine. 
#800 Edsa Quezon City or may send resumé to hrd@ffcruz.com.ph or 
www.ffcruz.com.ph or fax lo 9211223 c/o HRD 


RUBE DEL 


A MEMBER COMPANY OF THE TRANSNATIONAL DIVERSIFIED GROUP 
NYK-FilJapan is looking for highly-motivated, top caliber individuals to join our company. 


FOR IMMEDIATE HIRING 


General Qualifications: 
Graduate of a 4-year course from a reputable institution 
Background in the Shipping industry is an advantage 
Proficient in oral and written communication 
Results-oriented, critical thinker, personable and dynamic 
Self-starter, hardworking and a team player 


MANAGER, HUMAN RESOURCES 


With at least 5 years experience in HR Management (Recruitment & Placement, 
Compensation & Benefits Administration, Organizational Development, 
Training & Development) 

Excellent people handling & facilitation skills 

Excellent communication skills 

With background in Quality Management Systems 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


Graduate of Marketing or any Business-related course 
Professional, pro-active, good team player, with strong leadership abilities 


“SALES COORDINATOR 


Knowledgeable in dealing with different kinds of customers 


CUSTOMER SERVICE ASSISTANT 


Preferably with experience in Customer Service and/or sea freight 
Ability to answer inquiries accurately 
Willing to work long hours & during holidays, if needed 


ACCOUNTING CLERK 


Graduate of BS Accountancy 
Familiar & knowledgeable in accounting methods, principles & practices 
Willing to work long hours 


DOCUMENTATION ASSOCIATE 


Graduate of any 2-year or 4-year course or at least finished 2" year college 
At least 40 words per minute typing speed 

Willing to work on a rotating schedule, weekends & holidays 

Willing to be assigned in Makati and/or Taguig area 


Please e-mail your application with 2X2 picture indicating position applied t 
ven. nanoGhk.nykline.com 


NYK-FilJapan Shipping Corporation 
2nd Floor, TDG-NYK Harbor Centre Building, 
Railroad corner 23rd Street, Port Area, Manila 


IBS isone of the four 
subsidiaries of IBM іп 
the Philippines. It pro- 
vides best-in-class Hu- 
man Resources and Fi- 
nance and Accounting. 
Services to large multi- 
national organizations 
worldwide and is cur- 
rently the number 1 
HR Delivery Center in 
the region. 

More than fifty per- 
cent of IBS’ require- 
ments are for fresh 


QUALIFICATIONS: 


DIZON 
FARMS 


Is now looking for an 


R&D FOOD TECHNOLOGIST 


* Graduate of Bachelor of Science in Food Technology. 


graduates to take on * Good leadership, wih strong analytical skills and have an eye for 


HR and Finance & Ac- 
counting roles. It is 
also hiring experienced. 
call center profession- 
als who will provide 
contact center support 
for the employees of 
the companies being 
serviced by IBS. 

The IBS Recruit- 
ment Hub is open from 
Monday to Friday from 
9AM. to 6 P.M. Fresh 
graduates and profes- 
sionals with less than 
18 months work expe- 
rience are encouraged 


details. 


Excellent communication and interpersonal skis. 
Resultoriented 8 self-motivated. 

New graduates are welcome to apply. 

Minimum of 1 year work experiance in R&D із an advantage. 


Please submit your comprehensive 


Umê at: 
DIZON FARMS 


Lot 65-A DBP Avenue cor. Apahap Road 
FTI Complex, Taguig City 
Please look for Mam Liza or Sir Agee. 


or send thru email at 


dizon_md@ yahoo.com 


to walk-in and take the 
pre-employment ex- 
amination. Experi- 
enced professionals 


A Leading Manufacturer of Construction Materials 


needs 


'THE WORLD BANK GROUP IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Requires a 


FINANCE ANALYST 


Тһе Finance Analyst (FN) at the Regional Center in Manila is an integral part of the Loan Department's Financial 
Management and Disbursement Team. The FN contributes to various team responsibilities, such as disbursement transaction 
and analysis, project management and capacity building. The FN plays an important role in ensuring the financial 
accountability of borrowers, specifically that loan proceeds are used for the purposes intended and are eligible in accordance. 
with the World Bank policies and procedures. The position requires strong accounting and auditing skills. The FN reports. 
to the Regional Center Team Leader. The assignment will be a Term appointment for a period of three (3) years subject to 
а probationary period of one (1) year. 
Duties and Accountabilities: 
Analyze and determine the appropriateness of borrowers’ requests for disbursements and the supporting 
documentation, 
Provide first level approval of requests from borrowers for payment. 
Monitor borrowers’ compliance with procurement thresholds and contract payment terms and their utilization of 
special account funds. 
Ensure that the funds are properly accounted for and used in accordance with Bank procedures. 
Provide training to operational and financial management staff and borrowers in the region. 
Respond to questions regarding payments, disbursement procedures, financial products and other financial matters. 
Identify issues and systemic problems relating to borrower capacity in the region to comply with Bank 
disbursement policies and procedures and recommending corrective actions. 
Selection Criteri 
* — University degree (BA/BS) in business, accounting, finance and/or related field and preferably has a professional 
accounting qualification (СА/СРА). 
Minimum of three years experience in project accounting, auditing and contract management. 
Knowledge of government fund flow, accounting and auditing systems are desirable. 
Familiarity with World Bank policies and practices related to disbursement and procurement is an advantage. 
Ability to review, analyze and evaluate financial information and make recommendations concerning, inter alia, the 
ibility of expenditures and adherence to the Bank's policies and procedures. 
Attention to detail and numerical accuracy while managing multiple tasks and projects. 
Ability to deal with rapidly shifting priorities and work demands, and willingness to learn new skills and seek help 
from colleagues, as well as coach, mentor and develop more junior staff. 
Excellent team player with a strong client and results orientation, capable of working within a multicultural 
environment but also independently, with minimum supervision 
Excellent written and verbal language skills in English and Vietnamese are essential. 
Good computer skills, understanding of information systems and application of new technologies 
Willingness to travel on short-term assignments 


Please send your application letter, with a comprehensive resume with details of your work experience, academic records, 
recent photo, references (at least three names with full contact details) not later than October 5,2007. Only applicants 
Who will be short-listed will be called upon for interview. 


‘The Human Resources Officer 
P.O. Box 800 c/o Philippine Daily Inquirer. 
S/F Building B, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong City 


may also walk-in and 
leave their resumes or 
email to: 
ibmhire@ph.ibm.com 

For more inquiries 
about the IBS recruit- 
ment process and re- 
cruitment hub opera- 
tions call 9956987 loc. 
7832. 


(ИЯ 


Find A Career In Неге 


1MARKETING ASSISTANT 
Female Tele-marketer, graduate of a 4-year college course 
‘With good communication, interpersonal and Leadership skills 
Can work under pressure 


1 MARKETING SUPERVISOR 


Female with at least 3 years sales experience 
Results and goal oriented 
With good leadership, communication and negotiation skills 


1 Н.К. SUPERVISOR 
+ Маје or Female, graduate of Psychology or HR related course 
= With at least 4 years supervisory experience in a construction environment 
Bring or Send Clearance & Resumé to: 

Pacific Concrete Products Inc. 

Suite 302 £15 West Avenue, Quezon City, MM 1100 
(atop Saisaki Restaurant beside Starbucks Coffee) 
Email address: Paelfie@itextron.com 


IMMEDIATE HIRING 
2 Office Staff 
and 1 Rider 
with own Motorcycle. 
Submit Resumé at 
SLOlico Fi, 201 Ura 
and Scopo Big. 
St Anthony Subd. 
Gale 1, Cainta, Rizal 
Cal 669-1081, 
609-1702 1008 


SEND YOUR 
RESUMES 
INSTANTLY 


Jen 


жнеі 


WELL ESTABLISHED. 
CLEANING COMPANY IN SINGAPORE 
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 
> GRADUATES & DIPLOMA HOLDERS 
> AGE 30 TO 40 YEARS 
> MALE & FEMALE FOR 


а. Environmental Health Manager 
h. Contract Managers 
с. Operations Manager 
d. Operations Executive 
е. Operations Supervisor 
‘With driving license for Post a,b, & с 
Experiences in Cleaning Industry an added 
‘advantage 


GOOD REMUNERATIONS 
APPLY: anthonyjeya@ msn.com 


QUICKRENDER STUDIO 
TIO NADA да $75 aya Ave, Makat Оу 


WANTED: EXPERIENCED 3D ARTIST 
-3-ayears experience 
prokcient Запах à modeling and rendering 
Knowledge in SketchUp is a plus 
an read 2D Architectural Plans and must know 
Au 
Fulltime positions oniy 
WANTED: FREELANCE 3D ANIMATOR 
yn experience In Sueno 
“Character modeling. rigging and Animation 
WANTED: FREELANCE GRAPHIC ARTIST 
Freehand Drawing skil is a must 
lst know Photashop/ilustrator 
Comic Character Design experience ls a must 
WANTED: PART TIME DATA ENCODERS 


THE RED PAINT 
Graphic Design Studio 
needs wild & wacky people for the following positions: 


ACCOUNT MANAGERS 


“Atleast 1 yr experience as account manager in an advertising or 
graphic design agency. 

+ Fluent in oral & written English & Pilipino 

+ Proficient in Microsoft Office applications 

* Single, between 23 & 30 yrs old 


GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


+ Expertin developing concepts, designs & final artwork for packaging 
and marketing collaterals 


воте to designstudio111@yahoo.com 


A company with nationwide 
operations is in need of a 


FRANCHISE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 


S/he will be responsible for establishing and nurturing the 
franchised network of an international healthcare brand 
in 5 regions of the Philippines. 


Applicants need to demonstrate a track record of 
dynamism and results-orientation in addition to а multi- 
year experience in franchise operations. 


^ milestone-filled career, various development 
opportunities, and performance-based remuneration 
await the successful candidate. 


-Please send your résumé to: 
Box Code No. NK-173 
cfo Philippine Daily Inquirer 
Classified Ads Division 
G/F, Atrium Bldg., Makati Ave., Makati City 


Only shortlisted applicants will be called for interview. 


ILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2007 


EX D.M. V CONSUNTI , INC. 


We BUILD most of the Philippines’ distuinguished landmarks ... 
We BUILT a solid reputation as the most successful and respected 
Filipino construction conglomerate of today... 


SIZ 


escmerms + cowrmAcrons 
We are currently in need of the following personnel to fill - in our vacancy 
forour DMCI Power Group . 


WEQCUJEUEOTRICAL INSTRUMENTATION. 
“Must be a licensed Electrical Engineer : 


= With at least 5 years related technical and 
supervisory work experience in a diesel / 
steam turbine generator plant ; 

- Has good managerial and coordinating skills: 

- Strong analytical and decision -making skills 

|" Must be computer literate and posses trouble- 
shooting skills. 

KI PLANT ызға 

TEE Engineering 
Technology graduate or equivalent 

|" With at least 2 - 3 years power plant electrician 
work related experience 

|- has working knowledge of Diesel Power Plant 
equipment and principles of operation : 

|» oriented w/ blue prints, schematics and 
struction manuals ; 

~ adequate knowledge in power - related 
government regulations ; 

| computer literate: has good communication, 


= With at least 5 years experience gained in the 
power plant industry; 
= must have working knowledge in design / 
installation of: 
а. power generation and distribution system 
b. instrumentation and control equipments 


PLANT MECHANIC 
= Mechanical, Marine, or Engineering Technology 
graduate or equivalent ; With atleast 2-3 years 
experience as a Power Plant Mechanic or its 
equivalent ; Has working knowledge in Diesel 
Power Plant Equipment and principles of 
operation. 
= Oriented w/ Blue prints, schematics and 
instruction manuals 
|" Adequate knowledge in power - related 
government regulations 
|- computer literate: has good communication, 
analytical and coordinating skills 
[TEST & COMMISSIONING ENGINEER! 
"Must be a licensed EE / ME: 28 - 45 yrs. Old; 
= With at least 8 years experience gained in the 
power plant industry; 
|" Must have working knowledge in: 
a. testing and commissioning of electrical 
and mechanical assemblies 
SYSTEMS INTEGRATOR 777777 
Must be a licensed EE 7 ME: 28 - 45 yrs. Old: 
|- With at least 10 years experience gained in the 
power plant industry; 
- knowledgeable in design and 
construction ог 


Must be a licensed Mechanical Engineer ; 
~ At least 30 - 45 yrs old; 
|- With at least 5 years experience gained in the 
power plant industry; 
+ must have working knowledge іп design / 
installation of: 
a. power generating sets and auxiliaries 
b. plant support facilities 


Must be licensed EE / ME; 
|- With at least 3 years related technical and 
supervisory work experience in a diesel / 


CORPORATE TRAINERS 


Have developed and conducted ing module on any of the following: 
"E Gecme Management  . “Sraiegt вадар 1" Customer Servos 
* Corporate Valse and hes: E 
Sales ond олно 
Able to faciltato Interesting and engaging discussions 


MANAGERS/MANAGEMENT TRAINEES 


With at least 1:2 years supervisory experience in business management 
‘With excellent communication and organizational skis 


HL COOTER TAKERS 
‘Subelanat Cal Center karing 


. experience 
|2 Abe 1o faciate leresing and 
L engaging discussions 
CAML CENTER AGENTS 
[Customer Sevice oriented 
Wing о work etie hours 
ACIDENIC TUTORS. 
"Graduates or students or teachers of 
UP. Meneo, La Sala oniy 
Have good rapport wih young people 


“Wg to ave and work Bexbl hours. 
ACADEMIC CONTENT оар 

“FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS 

(Partie and Fal positions знаде) 


San your CV wa vcri photo to ahewephgamatcon 


AHEAD LEARNING SYSTEMS, INC. 


steam turbine generator plant ; 
= Has good supervisory and coordinating skills : 
- With strong analytical and decision -making 
skills ; 
|" Must be computer literate and good trouble- 
shooting skills. 


power generation and control systems 
high voltage transformation and distribution 
instrumentation and control 
h extensive exposure in project cost 
estimates, bids and documents. 


Licensed СЕ / ME / EE ; 26 - 40 years old ; 

|- With at least 5 years related technical and 
Supervisory work experience in a Diesel / 
Steam Turbine Generator Power Plant ; 

|- Demonstrate extensive knowledge of the basic 
requirements , concepts and procedures of 
quality assurance / control, 


- With expe 


UE" SAFETY ENGINEER / PCO. 


Engineering graduates ; preferably with 
8 - 5 years of experience as a Safety Officer / 
Engineer in a Power Plant Industry ; 

* Well-versed in Safety Pol 
hazard/risk analysis; 

- DOLE / DENR Accredited an advantag 

ING 8) 

“Graduate of any 4 year relevant course : 

- Male / Female : Not over than 35 years old ; 

|" Must be computer literate ; 

- Well - organized and self - motivated ; 

- Excellent communication skills and with 
pleasing personality ; 

|^ Preferably with experience gained in an 


engineering office an advantage. 
[^ INTERESTED AND QUALIFIED ARELICAI 
| Kinaty bring your: COMPREHENSIVE H 


"Licensed ME / EE : 26 - 40 years old ; 
|- With 4 - 5 years experi 


nce on the design of 
power plants , generating technical drawings 
and specifications for construction ; 

nce in regulatory compliance and 
local standard operating conditions of power 
generation and distribution system; 


~ Must be familiar with various codes and 


standards 


|* Must be willing ro conduct site visits to the 


ovinces where the projects are located 
-CONTROL ROOM OPERATOR 


ies implementations, |“ Must be a licensed Electrical , 


ОА 


Mechanical, 
Marine Engineering, or Engineering Tech or 
its equivalent ; 


- With at least З years related work experience : 
“has wort 


g knowledge of Diesel Power Plant 
equipment and principles of operation 


|- oriented w/ blue prints, schematics and 


instruction manuals : 


* adequate knowledge in power - related 


government regulations : 


computer literate: has good communication, 


analytical and coordinating skills : 


SHOULD COME PERSONALLY TIC MON-FRIT 


a Сео cedes Dci. Plaza, Rasong Tamo,Ext., MakatiiCity 


МВ FaR Dulang, 317 Kapunan неъ оа жума. Оул Ory » БІО. 
onsere Вилара. Sh aac б "KAWING IBAA Pit Arnon ocr tatas 
Baa Ora Cooter AM Pre Cntr, Pme cor Eateries, aga nes } 
For gba De vere fond ae DEE 


HYUNDAI 


CREDIT & COLLECTION MANAGER 


Female atleast 25 Jn vd. preerab BS Accountancy graduate: 
Mat have at kant 3 years experience m a jumor executive position: 
Розы demonstra organization und people management skills. 
‘notation and leadership ih; Strategic amd бека овом 
oo hil 


INSURANCE MANAGER 


— 
equivalen; au leat 3 years experience in a supervisory 
Ot managerial capacity in 2 tor car insurance company, 
customer service orienta: proficient in oral & written communications 


Hyundai E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave. 
Wheels, inc. 
222 E. Rodriguez Sr. Ave., Q.C. 


alate of any tout CH) JE Comp. Set Course ur 
it equivalent: knowledgeable in Visual Basie and SQL: a leat | year 
‘working experience in related ed is required 


Handcarry your resume with 2X2 photo, Monday to Friday, 10:00 am to 5-00 pm 
Proceed to HRD and Administration Department, tel. #7220832 loc 201/206 
Пасс Walter Mart and Delon Santo Medical Center) 


108-426 


You can 
now 
checkout 
more jobs 
from 
JobMarket 
Libre 
everyday! 


If you think it's about time 
to distinguish yourself. 


It’s time to belong... 


Be a part of the 
Jesi Mendez Elite Team 


Senior Hairdressers 
Junior Hairdressers 
Salon Manager 
Salon Coordinator 
Masahista 


“Submit resumé 
Ground Level, Park Square 1, 
Ayala Center Mall, 
Makati City 
or send email at 
jesimendez_groupwyahoo.com.ph 


Inquire 
about the 
|; Job Market 
i ` package 
at 897-8808 
loc. 514 


OT ENGINEER 


WITH MINIMUM 3-YRS. 
STRUCTURAL DESIGN AND 
AUTOCAD DRAFTING 
EXPERIENCE 
HIGH SALARY WILL BE MATCHED 
WITH THE QUALIFICATIONS 
send resumé to 
да coloma pcGyahoo.com / 
cydnaigG yahoo.com 


MARKETING 
REPRESENTATIVE 
Female, 20-35 years old, 
presentable, with good 
communication skills, with or 

without experience. 

Send resumé with 
recent photo at: 
al_0210@yahoo.com 
or call 0920-4889946 


LICENSED FULL TIME 
PHARMACISTS 


Please submit biodata/resumé 
or apply personally 
Belman Laboratories 
Sheridan comer Reliance Sts., 


Mandaluyong City 
634-0940 — 634-0941 


CPA/IAKTG. & SALES PANGRS./ 
EXEC. SEC./STORE MNGR'S/ 
LAY-OUT & GRAPHICS ARTIST/ 
IT MNGR./BLDG. MAINTENANCE/ 


BLDG. ADMIN/SECURITY DRIVER/ | 


RECEPTIONISTS 


Needed for Resto Chain & Condo Сор. 
372-6040 / 929-9154 0918-5300803 
ҮР For, KRV lc Бір, Tomas Howto Ave, 
са. Roces hre, Quezon Oy 


Тһе world's most favorite laminated 
+ flooring is in need of the ff: 
Business Development Officer 
Responsibilities: 
Executes Sales & Marketing strategies, plans 
and programs to achieve sales targets. 
Performs accounts management through 
regular visits, gathering orders, monitor 
delvery & collection of accounts. 
Develop new accounts and suggest ways to 
improve sales 
Requirements: 
Male/Female at least 24 years old 
A graduate of any business related course or 
BS Industrial Engineering 
Preferably with atleast 2 yrs. experience in 
Architectural finishing or construction 
materials 
Interested parties may send or email their 
resumé with attached latest photo to: 
hrdazbc@gmail.com ог 
1904 Prestige Tower, F. Ortigas Jr., Pasig Cty 


URGENTLY NEEDED!!! 
PROMOTIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 


Female 
20-25 years old 
Atleast college graduate 
With pleasing personality 
Good communication skills 
Apply in person & bring resumé @ 
‘STEINBACH PRODUCTS INC. 
151 San Francisco SL, Mandaluyong City 
Tel. Nos. 532-5401 / 532-5413 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
A lesang aer cl леска walng елд арте and 
Repos naca q cited rca озори eun] posto 


SERVICE ENGINEERS 


O—— 
1 Been 21 Sosa 
1 Бозала we stata, operato ana sanice o 
nda висок and lecical eqapment nang, 
“GNG machines вап advange, ba ro necessary 
2 Good orai and wien communcabon sets 
1 fenes maronong жасыта ang organized 
Interested appicaris please sri. your resmê wih a ZZ 
ректе me owing adress immed 
CENTER INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CORP. 
40 SOUTH AA STREET, QUEZON CITY 1103 PHILIPPINES 
"TEL: 3739851 (Loot to Ms. Tra Oa) 
Ecce tonal centes neuen com 
po 


SSILVERSEN 


ва Ces named words best amal hp cris Ine, в 
carer ser young ond experencedpessmeals who are 
Capable c proud сео see 

il you welcome a рвота ctalengo we cre: posses 
bord ore o he wors inesi loe resont, wo lar e o 
pre 

Bar Wires 

Del Steward Ba Wehr 
Gay Uy ibn eer 
As Gel de Feria Ses Cel 
As Cook / Ass. 2nd Cook 
Water Wes 


Posty hel 


Dining ily 
Housekeeping Uy] 
arbem 


ков candidates wil have proven he able in est cass 
алела te response о ће dscrinatng requromonis 
Зарас wor ava and posses a god command ol he 
Engle language. Salary pad in US Clas и very conpeline 
pa 


Please sed your CV wih recat photo and writen посве 
va emat miecnimentGaboeo com ph 
(Or viet us and lok or 
Me Mone Baca 
 Jebsens Maritime, Inc. 
2* Fior Hamor Center Chicago Вай Sheets 
Sou насо Pon Area, Manta 
Tu: 402 5278900 ext nos 602,510,624 


Sheseserecuhes wi be lı Mania tom Осе o 12. Please 
зору по or sched o пилета. 


UNIWIDE IS IN NEED OF: 
2 – Electrical Engineers 
1 - Mechanical En 
with at least 3 to 5 years 
experience 


Pls. send / bring RESUMÉ 
@ Uniwide Coastal Mall 
Parafiaque 
Tel. # 879-06-87 / 86 


Architectural Design Ofice in Q.C. requires: 
CADD DESIGNER 


Produce design documents through all phases ol 
design: 
5 years experience; 
Profesant in archi & ID dealing: team oriented 
‘and good nterporsonal sills 
Send your resumé, photo & expected salary to: 
The Personnel Manager (ABI) 
2F Timog Bldg. 28 E. Lopez Avenua, 
Diliman, Quezon Сау 
or emat to: reerultment@abi.ph 
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IFE COULD MEAN DIFFERENT 
things for different people. 


“For World Wildlife Fund 


Bl (WWF), an environmental 


H organization, 


Life: is 


educating kids about how to 


j of posters, 
B slideshow presentations and videos. 


| come up with something interesting. „us. 
40-0 ESOS 


take care of our environment, 


Eight years ago, WWF launched Project Learning 
Interdependently for the Environment (Life). 
Volunteers go to coastal communities and major: 
cities of our country to raise awareness among kids 
on how to protect our natural resources. 


But instead of boring lectures, they make use 


scale. models, puppet shows, 


For WWF environment education officer Obel 
Resurreccion, the challenge is to constantly 


SS 


F, 


eres БАУ S 


TERME ——H—— 


амни 


| 


"| global warming and climate change. 1 
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By Ruth L 25 nes 
Teacher Obel adds that the best thing about 
Project Life is the change in the community. Kids |: 
would go home and tell their parents what they 
learned. The parents, in effect, would be spurred 
E] into acting to protect their resources. 


"I come up with songs and games that explain 
marine life to the kids,” she says. "I always have 
to find a way to grab their attention." She also 

teaches them crafts like sculpting clay animals 

and origami. 


"After Project Life, some communities would 
do beach clean-ups and refrain from eating the 


Different places have different B 
environmental concerns. In Bataan, she taught |: 
kids a song about sea turtles and their life cycle. М eggs of sea turtles,” she says. "We impart the | 

п Tawi-Tawi, she focused on solid waste and || message that they can do something about it and 
sanitation. In the city, she would give lectures on d that they must. Their future and the future of their | 
children are in their hands." 


To date, Project Life has visited more than | 
100,000 children in 900 schools all over the al 
country including provinces like Bataan, Batangas, 
Bohol, Cebu, “Davao, Negros Oriental and 
Occidental, Northern Cagayan, Olongapo, Oriental 
and Occidental Mindoro, Palawan, Pangasinan, 
Subic Bay, Tawi-Tawi and Zambales. 


The kids are also given workbooks full of 
games and activities that they 
can do on their own. 
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"Sometimes, when “I Xj. 
return to the community, I Su 
would see kids calling out to me , 
and proudly showing me (that) they 
still remember the songs that they learned," she | 
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To know how you can 


help, | visi 
www.wwf.org.ph òr call'920-7923. 
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/ WELCOME ТО) MY) CORRAL! 
This is your own special space, whore pv 
you can.express your thoughts and 
feelings bout anything under the 


letters and even illustrations! 


Send all contributions to 
ji@inquirer.com.ph. Don't 
forget to Indicato your full "A ? 

. пате, age and the city where LIA 
4 you live, We'll be waiting! NG 


How the universe was 
created!— Ma. 
Franchescha ; KAG | 
Margaret Cruz, |, T x EAT: У] a Go”. 
Bie A : 
6. ~ "-— 


Paco City Т, 
bi а x 
A President's home 


by Juliene F. Concepcion. 
9 years old, Castillejos, Zambales 


T was taught by ТУ 
parens how to mm 
respect to the elders Бу 
saying "po" and 


| HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TO A PRESIDENT'S HOME? ONE 
i afternoon last June, my sister and 1 had the opportunity |: Е 
I to visit the ancestral house of President Ramon IP 


Magsaysay. 


Grace M LEUNG 
Editorial Consultant 
LYNETT A. VILLARIBA 
Design Consultant 
Liz RANOLA 


ge 2 John Lemuel Art Director 
g МЕ RUTH 1. М 
Corpuz, 9. Makati City Sf Writer MT 
I saw many things in his house. At the entrance, there was a newly 


DIANNE М. VILLAFUERTE 
Editorial Assistant 
STEPHANIE BRAVO 

Illustrator 
Curro SAN MATEO 


installed bust of the former President. It was made to commemorate 
his 50th death anniversary last March 17, 2007. 


Marketing Officer 1 x : % 
Mosis pa меж pi 1 also saw lots of pictures. There were pictures of President 
ale Offic Magsaysay when he was just a small boy, and when he was | 


| 
) j 4 in T i 
Eat: ak: 1 campaigning for the presidency in 1953. 
lished by the Philippine Daily N 
Inquirer on each Sunday of 
the month. 
E-mail: ji@inquirer.com.ph 
Office address: Philippine У КРИТ 
Daily Inquirer Building, Chino | | 3 presidential 1 
Roces Ave. (formerly Pasong, B |. ^ 
Tamo) corner Yague and | 
Mascardo Sts., Makati City, 
Philippines 


There were also furniture, clothes, wooden canes, sundlasses and 
medals. Also on display was а gown worn by his wife during the 
nauguration. The gown was very pretty. 


Aside from seeing things that he owned, | learned many things 
4 about Magsaysay. For instance, 1 found out that Magsaysay Was the | 


Y 


Box 2353 А ; 


i : Telephone number: 897-8808 ` 
My best friend taught pan 340 (Editorial) and 534, first Filipino President to wear a Barong Tagalog during his E 
, es). қ | 
me how to forgive and Nat D RO! inauguration. From an old news article on display, I read that once, 
he acted like a traffic aide during a traffic jam. When he was caught P 


about а 


forget Makati Cen- ie n : ANE А 
driving without a license, he was penalized just like an ordinary 


ка. Janelle Angelica aor \ 
Ong, 12, Paco City basa d es citizen. 
Philippines. | | 


After spending less {Нап an hour in the ancestral house, 1 learned 
that the Man of the Masses who came from Castillejos, Zambales k 
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she being swung over this 
|| girl's head, but according to 
|| Jewish beliefs, the ritual is 
|| supposed to transfer the sins 
of the past year to the chicken. 
The ritual is performed before 

the Day of Atonement, or Yom 
=] Kippur, the holiest day in the 
| Jewish calendar. AFP 


passengers j» 
YOUNG теп ‘clad “in 


M traditional wear ride out of the 
Mountain Province municipal 
„| center оп Bontoc's 99th 
|| foundation day. This Cordillera 
"| community encourages ‘new 
generations to ‘honor: their 
past in the face of modern 
lifestyles. EV Espiritu/ 

iA Inquirer Northern Luzon , 
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Sky lights 
THESE children made their 
own moons! They took part in a 
lantern design competition to 
celebrate the Chinese Moon 
Festival, also known as the 
Mid-Autumn Festival. During this 
traditional ^ event, ^ Chinese 
families get together to watch 
the full moon and hold colorful 
lanterns. No wonder these kids' 
faces are all lit up, just like a full 


When the sea is green... 


„ЛЕ either full of seaweed, or it's actually grass. A large statue of 
a man swimming through the grass on the South Bank of the River 
Thames was unveiled on Sept. 18. This fixture near Tower Bridge was 
commissioned by The Discovery Channel to promote its newest reality 


show, "London Ink”. 
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Small wonder . 


MEET the Mindanao 
flying squirrel! This fist- 
sized rodent, which can be 
found only in Mindanao, is 
just about four inches 
long. Since it's so small, 
it's not on any predator's 
menu. Ah, it's terrific to be 
tiny! Dennis Jay Santos/ 
Inquirer Mindanao, : 
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YA break” 
in fasting 


AT THE ABDUL Khader 
aMKilani mosque, Iraqi 
children line up for food 
which the mosque provides 

to poor families during 

>| Ramadan. Ramadan is a time 
sf] when Muslims fast during 
daylight hours, but due to 

lad security ^ reasons, the 
donated food was distributed 
during the day. AP 
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BY POL MEDINA JR. 


HONEYCURED v, PAMILYAR 
GA LOOB NG BINET.) KA BA SA ISTORYA NG TROY 2 


N MATAAS AT МАПВАХ NA 
BAKOD ANG NGA TROJANS 
\- REPEL ANG INVADING GREEK 
FORCES Кі AGAMEMNON ~, 


WALA NAMANG SIRA NU 
VO REPAIR PERO ONGA NILA 
ПО PARA LANG MAGKASYA NUNG 


MAGING SUSUNOD NA ZAIDO, PULIS PANGKALAWAKAN! 
2210) TRAINS 


1. Connect the dots habang suot ang ZAIDO MASK mula sa page 8. 
2. Gawin ang ZAIDO MOVES! : 


ISA KA NANG GANAP ма ZRIDO! 
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HEY! THAT SQUIRREL IS 
STEALING SEEDS FROM 
R OUR BIRD FEEDER AGAIN! 


CL" 


жоо” poem кеші: 


BY JIM DAVIS 


O!SHOO, YOU 


UPID SQUIRREL! 


&yeorpuÁg зала тезлелюй Aq painquisia 


HEY?! WHERE'S 
MY HAMBURGER? 


Zaido, the champions of everything good in the Universe 


“Ako ang alagad ng kabutihan. Ako ang 
bantay ng kalayaan. Ako ang Pulis 
Pangkalawakan. (| am the force of good. 
1 am the guardian of freedom. | am the 
Space Police)." 

On Sept. 24, join the millions who will 
utter this oath along with the heroes of 
“Zaido: Pulis Pangkalawakan", the 
newest “fanta-serye” program of Kapuso 
Network GMA 7. 

The "Zaido" story traces its roots from 
the heroics of the warrior Shaider who 
vanquished the cruel and tyrannical Le- 
ar, ruler of Kuuma. With Shaider's victo- 
ry, peace had been restored across the 
Universe. And with the help of the Galac- 
tic Force, special elite guardians who pa- 
trol the Universe, peace had been main- 
tained even after Shaider's passing. 

But the threat retums. The Galactic 
Force learns that Le-ar has returned, and 
the disgraced ruler has one thing on his 
mind: take back absolute power at all cost. 

"Zaido: Pulis Pangkalawakan" begins 
with the new generation of heroic war- 
riors who are dedicated to follow 
Shaider's lifelong ideal of upholding 
peace and justice in the Universe. 

These new-generation warriors are 
members of the Pulis Pangkalawakan 
Space Police) and.the'highest-ranked - 

' of these warriors are called Zaido, who 
“represent the best of the Pulis 


s Ferce must find other Zaido inthe Uni-.' 
verse to consolidate theinforces to de- ':" 


Pangkalawakan. А 

Тгаіпеа under the fatherly Commander 
Zion (lan de Leon) of the Galactic Force 
Academy, the Galactic Force (GF) leans 
on the individual strengths of three Zaido: 
Gallian (Dennis Trillo), the Blue Zaido, 
Alexis (Marky Cielo), the Green Zaido, and 
Cervano (Aljur Abrenica), the Red Zaido. 

Gallian is the Captain of the Zaido. He 
is considered the Force's best pilot. Or- 
phaned during Le-ar's rule and taken in- 
to the Force's care and training early in 
his life, Gallian had been the first of the 
Pulis Pangkalawakan to achieve Zaido 
status. 

Alexis' unrelenting and steadfast pur- 
suit to fight evil is borne out of a traumatic 
past-he had witnessed his father being 
murdered. Coming from a poor family, 
Alexis often finds himself on the receiving 
end of his peers’ social insensitivities. Nev- 
ertheless, he has consistently proven him- 
self deserving of the title.of Zaido. 

Brash, impatient, and spoiled by the 
excesses of a wealthy family, Cervano 
has no care in the world but to impress 
the girls (a goal he often succeeds in). 
But he soon becomes an integral mem- 
ber of the Zaido, where his physical su- 
periority becomes an immense asset. 

: + Gallian.and the rest of the.Galactia 


feat Le-ar and his minions. 

The sinister Le-ar is not short on lethal 
allies, as well. Amasonang Kahel 
(Vaness del Moral), the most agile of all 
Amazons, is a dead shot with any gun. 
Amasonang Lila is a deadly foe with her 
(LJ Reyes) lightning-fast moves com- 
bined with her kali. Amasonang Puti (Ar- 
ci Munos), the so-called “conscience” of 
the Amazons, may have her loyalty 
questioned, but her powers are never in 
doubt. Amasonang Rosas (Melissa 
Avelino) is the strongest of all Amazons 
and a martial arts expert. Leading them 
is Amasonang Itim (Iwa Moto), an expert 
in all bladed weapons. 

Le-ar is served by his unquestioning 
Kuuma warriors led by Drigo (Jay Mana- 
lo). Along with chief advisor and Kuuma 
high priest Ida (Paolo Ballesteros)- 
whose unmatched beauty is surpassed 
only by the rottenness of her soul-Le-ar 
and his minions will stop at nothing to re- 
gain power over the Universe. 

Le-ar himself has formidable powers. 
He is the only one who can open the 
Time Space Warp to strengthen the Ku- 
uma warriors. 

Adding color to the battle between 
good and evil are the affairs of the heart 


. ., ofthe warrior heraes.. At the center ofa 


, romantic struggle is Amy (Kris Bernal), а 
student at the Academy and love interest 


of Alexis and Cervano. 

And then there is Lyka (Karel Mar- 
quez), Commander Zion's daughter and 
flight instructor and assistant to Gallian. 
She secretly harbors feelings for Gallian. 

Colorful characters will also spice up 
the series. Bawaw, a Kuuma beast, 
brings a carnival band. Oggy (Robert Vil- 
lar) is the youngest sibling of Alexis. 
Bird-like Ulla is a close ally of the Zaido. 
Thor (Dion Ignacio) is a troublesome po- 
liceman who causes headaches for 
cousin Alexis. Alvaro (Raymart Santia- 
go) is Alexis’ trouble-making brother 
who is abducted by unidentified entities. 
In Alvaro's absence, girlfriend Carmela 
(Diana Zubiri) sets her sights on Gallian. 
But Thor won't leave her alone. 

Ramiro (Tirso Cruz Ш) has stood as 
Alexis’ family's guardian ever since the 
patriarch died. Beneath the kindly exteri- 
or, however, there seems to lurk a 
scheming, sinister motive. Helen (Lorna 
Tolentino) is Alexis’ loving mother who 
holds a secret about Alvaro. Rounding 
up the cast is Mona (Lovi Poe), a writer 
who has a secret love for childhood 
friend Alexis. . 

Follow the never-ending battle between 
good and evil, as our heroes and their vil- 
lains take the war to.the Universel, Watch, 
the heart-pounding action and drama ev- .* 


егу night starting Sept. 24, only at GMA 7...” . 


MAGING SUSUNOD NA ZAIDO, PULIS PANGKALAWAKAN! 


р Idikit ang pahinang по sa cardboard. 
Sunda an ang dots paikat ng ZR 

4 Butasan ang mga mata ng ZA 

5 Lagyan ng pisi о robbers 

magkabilang tenga 

6 Isuot ang ZRIDO MASK 

7 Gawin ang moves n 
(Pumunta sa page 5) 
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Tooting his 
own horn 


Once named a top police officer for 
solving two kidnapping cases, this 
PMAer and cum laude Law graduate 
can very well trumpet his long list of 
achievements. Instead, he chooses to 
play '505 and "605 classics on his 
free time 


Wuar do tough men in tough jobs do on 
their off hours? 


Late night clients of a coffee shop on 
Morato Street in Quezon City thought the 
two men who got up to join the pianist on 
the makeshift stage one evening looked 
vaguely familiar, but they couldn't say for 
sure in the dim light. One started 
strumming the guitar while the other took 
up the trumpet. 


The audience clapped politely after a few 
songs, but as the trio continued to play 
deep into the night, mostly songs from the 
'50s and '60s, their appreciation grew, 
especially as they soon realized that the 
two were not regular wind and string 
performers. 


One of them was Arturo Lomibao, who was 
chief of the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) before he retired last year. The other 
was Chief Supt. Samuel Pagdilao Jr., the 
PNP spokesman. 


Were they checking out the waters for a 
possible career-shift? For Pagdilao at least, 
the performance at the coffee shop was not 
the first time he had put his musical talent 
on public display. On his 50th birthday last 
February, he began the celebration by 
appearing on stage while playing the 
drums to Kool and the Gang's 
"Celebration." He later blared on the 
trumpet the classic song, "The Nearness of 
You," one of his favorites. 


"If books and knowledge fill up my mind, 
music is what fills my soul," he explains. 


Pagdilao's love of music comes naturally, 
as he comes from a musically-inclined 
family. His mother, Anunciacion, a teacher 
before she became mayor of Pinili, llocos 
Norte, had taken up formal piano lessons. 
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Soul Patrol: Pagdilao hits the horn 


His younger sister, Joy, a piano teacher in 
the US, is a graduate of the University of 
the Philippines College of Music. Several 
of his brothers play the guitar and have 
sung in church choirs at one time or 
another. 


His own children are also into music. It 
was, in fact, his 21-year-old daughter 
Francesca Rosella who inspired him and 
eventually taught him to play the drums. 


"She took formal lessons in voice and 
piano and she also plays the drums," 
Pagdilao recalls. "So | thought, why don't | 
learn to play them, too?" The police 
spokesman has been playing the drums for 
nearly a year now, and continues to hone 
his skills by listening to songs and 
practicing with his drum set at home every 
chance he gets. 


A note reader, he taught himself to play the 
trumpet. "It's actually harder to play than 
the drums, because you need to have air. 
You should have strong lungs, something 
that's difficult to develop. | want to practice 
more if | have the time," he adds. 


But time is a luxury these days because of 
his day job. A 1979 graduate of the 
Philippine Military Academy, Pagdilao was 
the class "baron" and ranked 20th in the 
batch. The following year, he attended the 
Royal Marines Commando course in the 
United Kingdom, becoming the first 
Philippine Constabulary officer to complete 


the tough four-month training for selected 


By Candice Palenzuela-Dalizon 
Photographs by Rudy Esperas 


| graduates of the world's top military and 
police schools. He then went on to pursue 
a degree in law at the University of Sto. 
Tomas, graduating cum laude in 1987. 


A field officer for most of his career, he 
figured in the news twice in 1999. The first 
time was when, as Caloocan City police 
chief, he led the rescue of Filipino-Chinese 
businessman Robert Uy, from kidnappers. 
Four of the suspects were killed in a 
shootout and Pagdilao later returned to Uy 
| the P2 million ransom which had been paid 
| for his release. 


Months later, he was named one of the Ten 
Outstanding Policemen of the Philippines. 
After several years, this time as Cavite 
police director, he solved another 
kidnapping case and rescued the town 
mayor of Alfonso, Cavite from his 
abductors. 


For his achievements, Pagdilao was 
promoted thrice, eventually becoming the 
first in his class to make it as senior 
superintendent. In 2005, Lomibao, who 
was about to be promoted PNP chief, 
asked him to be the organization's 
spokesman. Pagdilao was then the deputy 
director for operations at the Central Police 
District (now known as the Quezon City 
Police District). 


“In all my previous jobs, | did not have to 
speak to prove my worth. My actions spoke 


(continued on page 12) 


MAKATI 


894-BODY 


After Marie France I've got a different body. My tummy's flatter, fny thighs and legs slimmer, my 
whole shape sexier. I'm still amazed | got it naturally — without liposuction, medication or injections. 
ао all you wives out there struggling with fat, don't lose hope. You WILL lose weight and slim down . 


‘at Marie France. Start now, get your desirable figure añd your confidence back. Trust me, | know. 
My husband's new lover — лиге of course! 


Give your husband a new lover.” Call Marie France now! 


You'll love it — so will he. 


ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW . CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANG 
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Text and photographs by Margaux Salcedo 


Living up to its soaring price tab 


The commitment to freshness more than makes up for the sky-high prices at Tsukiji 


A TALL man wearing whites 
greets us with a big smile as 
we enter the quiet restaurant. 
"Haro," he says pleasantly, 
bobbing his head a little. 
"Hello," we greet back this man 
who charmingly reminds me of 
Alfredo Linguini in the movie 
"Ratatouille," except the guy 
before me is a smiling, calmer, 
Asian version without the chef's 
hat that housed the rat cum 
chef underneath. 


His name is Toshiro Okajima, 
chef of the restaurant Tsukiji on 
Pasay Road for 11 years now. 
Unlike the hapless Linguini, this 
chef knows his cuisine. 


"I'd like some soba, please," | 
announced with restrained 
excitement as | sat down. I'd 
been obsessing over soba 
noodles for over a week, 
inspired by my current reading 
on Japanese cuisine. | have 
just learned that soba-making 
is not an easy craft to master, 
as buckwheat is not as elastic 
as ordinary wheat, making the 
1,000-year old tradition of 
soba-making a much revered 
practice. 


As with many other Japanese 
delicacies, the creation of soba 
follows not only a particular 
method but a discipline in both 
the kneading and the cutting of 
the dough that takes years to 
master. Few people maintain 
the practice today, with less 
than 1096 of the 30,000 or so 
soba houses in Japan stil! 
making handmade soba from 
buckwheat to bowl, so | was 
more than pleased to learn that 
at Tsukiji, Chef Okajima 
actually makes the noodles 
from scratch, using buckwheat 
flour flown in from Japan, and 
kneading the dough himself. 
Unfortunately, my romanticized 
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picture of a sobalier (a soba 
sommelier) with a machete-like 
knife achieving perfect 1.3 mm 
noodles in spite of the difficult 
elasticity of buckwheat faded 
upon learning that Chef 
Okajima uses a machine to cut 
the noodles for efficiency and 
ease. Nevertheless, the soba, 
served at this restaurant with a 
line up of choices to 
accompany the 
noodles—scrambled egg, 
poached egg, shrimp tempura, 
beef—was quite satisfactory. 


After my noodle fix, the 
explanation of why only monks 
and samurai were allowed to 
eat soba in the Edo era still 
escaped me. But | did find an 
explanation for the longevity of 
Tsukiji in spite of the sky-high 
prices on its menu. The secret 
is a commitment to freshness 
that few other establishments in 
the country have matched. The 
soba is only one example. 
Practically everything in the 
restaurant, down to the wasabi 
and the salt, is fresh and 
comes straight from Japan, 
with chef-owner J Gamboa 


| sometimes doing the buying 


himself. "Did you know that in 
Japan, women are not allowed 
to hold the fish that will be sold 
because women have warmer 
hands and it is believed that 
this might ruin the fish?" Chef J 
gives me a few tips on 
Japanese wet market culture, 
then proceeds to share how he 
gets discounts. "These 
Japanese vendors, a lot of 
them are married to Filipinas so 
| just bring Filipino goodies and 
we end up trading or | get huge 
discounts because they want 
the pasalubong for their wives." 
Talk about Pinoy charm. ! 
remember his words on 
another visit, as | take in bites 
of my geoduck (pronounced 
"goo-i-duck") clam sashimi, 
which the waitress informs me 
just arrived from Japan the 
night before. | must have been 
in absolute reverie because as 
| savored the crunchy yet 
tender texture of the mirugai, 
and the fresh, delicately salty 
taste that made me understand 
why other writers have 
described it as "a taste of the 
ocean," my sister snickered 


LPO? ff, Р 


and said, “Naks, feel na feel!" 
Heh! 


But she could not keep me 
from smiling in quiet 
appreciation over the giant (it is 
the largest burrowing clam in 
the world) and geriatric clam 
(they grow as old as 150 
years). Each bite | took of the 
magnificent mollusk took me to 
the sea. It was absolutely 
refreshing on that hot day. But 
not everybody likes clams, so 
while ! had a beautiful out-of- 
body experience with my P880 
aptly-priced sashimi, my sister 
picked on her tempura. She 
had ordered an assorted 
tempura platter that presented 


| three little seafood pieces and 


the rest were vegetables. 
“Kalabasa at iba pa (squash 
and so on). P660." It was her 
sorry karma, heh-heh. Lesson 
learned: you don't go to Tsukiji 
for the tempura. Even 
assuming the veggies or even 
the shrimp or prawns came 
from Japan, the freshness is 
drowned in oil, not worth the 


(continued on page 12) 
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Waking up to 
Wakeboarding 


A combination of surfing, water 
skiing and snow boarding, this 
water sport has started to catch 
the fancy of A-listers and “masa” 
alike. Easy to learn and at only 
P120 an hour, including facilities 
and equipment, what's not to like? 


When Reuben Buchanan took on the 
job to manage a wakeboard cable park in 
Camarines Sur, the athletic Australian also 
assumed the responsibility of promoting 
the sport to the locals. He went as far as 
tapping unusual talents for the emergent 
water sport. 


"We found some breakdancers in CamSur 
who I thought would be good to groom as 
wakeboarding trainers and champions," 
recalls Buchanan. “Right now they are the 
best Filipino wakeboarders we have.” 


Wakeboarding—a combination of surfing, 
water skiing and snow boarding—recently 
found a sprawling home at the CamSur 


рев Class: Arthur King 
ные aiti ны 


Watersports Complex (CWC) in Pili, 
Camarines Sur in the Bicol region. 


Tasked to spread the word on this latest 
water sports craze is 30-year-old 
Buchanan, a wakeboarder for 11 years, 
who has returned to the Philippines with 
half-Filipina wife Sheril to manage the 
CWC operations. 


“We have a lot more training to do with 


| them, but they are really good and are 
! enjoying their job,” says Buchanan of the 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


first batch of Filipino trainers and 


‘| champions at CWC. "They're doing what 
"| other young wakeboarders from other 


countries would pay to do." 


Already, the water sport has been drawing 
the local A-list. "A lot of people visit our 
wakeboard complex just to hang out and 


! watch the wakeboarders do air tricks and 


stunts with their friends and family," notes 
Camarines Sur Governor Luis Raymund 
Villafuerte Jr., of the six-hectare site that 
includes a cable ski system, a beach volley 
venue, a campsite, a beach area and spa 
pavilions. 


The hip sport already has celebrities like 
Aga Muhlach, Jericho Rosales and Angel 
Locsin buckling their vests and strapping 
their bindings. Other enthusiasts have 
made the water sport part of their lifestyle, 
among them athletic couple Arthur and 
Martha King who have been immersed in 
wakeboarding even before the CWC 
opened in 2006. 


"| started six years ago," says King, ranked 
11th in the world in the wakeboarding 
Masters category. "I first tried it in the 
(United) States with my friends. We rented 
a boat and the wakeboards. After that, | 
pursued the sport. Luckily there's a cable 
park in Batangas," he adds. 


Continues the 32-year-old hotelier: "I like 


(wakeboarding) because it's a bodybuilding 
sport. You get stronger every time. You 


(continued on page 14) 
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All Aboard 


Arthur and Martha King 
share tips on how to get 
started in this rising 
water sport. 


pi 


Go for it: 


1. Know the sport. You may 
fancy yourself a daredevil, but 
it's always better to know what 
you're getting into. "Basically, 
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lakeboarding takes you higher 


wakeboarding is like surfing 
except you're pulled by a boat 
or a cable," says Arthur. "In 
cable parks, you can do more 
tricks. There's an obstacle 
course and ramps." 


2. Hook up with family and 
friends. In wakeboarding, 
there's no teammate to lift you 


, up on the course. As Martha 


says: "There's no training, so 


be more fun learning the ropes 
with family and friends. "When ! 
started wakeboarding four 
years ago, some friends are 
into the sport so they told me 


you're on your own." But it may | what to do although the 


operators of the cable park also 
teach you the basics." 


3. Warm up. Like any sport, a 


(continued on page 13) 
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FEATURE 


How to Feel on 
Top of the World 


Regie Pablo reveals why mountain 
climbing can be a spiritual experience 


Why do people risk life and limb 
climbing mountains? Because, like Mt. 
Everest, the mountains are there, and 
people see it as a challenge to be 
conquered in a perennial man-versus- 
nature bout. This, from Regie Pablo who 
scaled the world's highest mountain on 
May 17, a day after three Filipino women 
did. 


Such an attitude, he adds, has become the 
downfall of many mountaineers. "It's like 
coming from a position of arrogance, when 
we should regard nature with awe and 
humility as part of God's creation. We are 
insignificant compared to them." The death 
of two members of his expedition only 
stresses how puny and frail people can be 
compared to the forces and elements of 
nature, notes this Globe Telecoms 
employee who became the seventh Pinoy 
to achieve the feat. 


Pablo, 36, was the lone Filipino in the 
Asian Trekking International Expedition that 
organized the ascent on Mt. Everest in May 
this year. The group included 11 other 
climbers from the United States, Great 
Britain, Belgium, Denmark, Japan and 
Czechoslovakia. 


"When | saw Mt. Everest before | started 
the climb, | addressed it silently and 
humbly asked its permission,” recalls 
Pablo. "| said, | have come in peace not to 
challenge you, but to enjoy your summit." 
Instead of a conquest of nature, he chose 
to see the experience as a spiritual quest, 
he adds, a humbling experience that made 
him realize his mortality and brought him 
closer to the Creator. And indeed, once he 
reached the summit through the North 
Side, Pablo left a rosary in thanksgiving 
and as a prayer for the safety of future 
climbers. 


Pablo reached the summit exactly a year 
after Leo Oracion became the first Filipino 
to reach the Everest peak. Erwin "Pastor" 
Emata repeated Oracion's feat on May 18, 
while Romeo Garduce made it one hour 
after. On May 16 this year, Noelle 


6 sunday INQURERmMagazine 


(Top) Blissed out: Pablo with wife 
Melissa 


(Right) The iceman cometh home: 
Pablo with tools of his trade 


Wenceslao, Carina Dayondon and Janet 
Belarmino became the first Filipino women 
to summit Everest. 


Asked why Filipinos made it when others 
far bigger and stronger had given up, Pablo 
shrugs: "I guess it's because we're used to 
trials and difficulties. Sanay tayo sa hirap.” 


Pablo's passion for mountain climbing 
started when he began working for a 
mining company and was exposed to the 
mine sites in Benguet, Dipogon and 
Zambales. It was then that he saw the 
destruction of the country's mountains and 
vowed to do something about it, recalls this 
industrial engineering graduate. 


Aside from Divine Guidance, Pablo credits 
Globe Telecoms -- which allowed him to go 


! on extended leave with pay to pursue his 


dream -- and family support behind his 
success. Married just last December to 
fellow Globe Adventure Club member 
Melissa, he recalls a time on the mountain 
when he thought he'd never see her again. 
"| already wrote her a farewell letter and 
left it with one of the sherpas," he says of 
the scariest moment in his climb. 


“No, he can't die on me," quips Melissa. 
"We still have plans to build a family." And 


| that, definitely, is Pablo's next Everest. * 


PAC 


MOUNTAINEERING is a serious sport. 
Anyone who plans to indulge in this activity 
must understand that they'd be exposed to 
the forces of nature and that there are 
inherent risks involved. The following tips 
should ensure that their climb will be a safe 
and enjoyable experience: 


1) Join a reputable mountaineering 
organization. The Mountaineering 
Federation of the Philippines, Inc. (МЕР!) 
and its member clubs conduct regular 
Basic Mountaineering Courses (BMC). We 
cannot replace the value of experience. 
The only way to acquire this is by joining 
groups that have extensive knowledge, 
networks and high standards in climbing 
ethics gained from years of experience. If 
you're interested in joining MFPI, you can 
contact Mr. Mhar Melendres at 
09175259798. 


2) Where to go? For novices, it's always 


advisable to explore areas just a few hours | 
from civilization, preferably within the range : 


of two hours' travel time. In case of 
emergencies, search and rescue 
operations can easily be facilitated. Start 
with overnight hikes with manageable trail 
conditions. 


As you gain experience, you can increase 
the level of difficulty or remoteness of the 
mountain you're climbing. 


The internet provides a reliable source of 
information on where to go. But bear in 
mind that travel stories and itineraries 
posted on websites would not quite be the 
same as yours. Treat them only as 
references. 


3) What to buy? Mountaineering gear and 
equipment can be pricey but it is advisable 
treat them as an investment. Newbies 
should avoid buying high-end equipment 
that tend to be too costly as it's not unusual 
for first timers to give up on their first 
encounter of the outdoors. As much as 
possible, borrow usable equipment from 
reliable sources. Backpacks, stoves, tents, 
cook sets and even shoes can be lent by a 
friend. Do not borrow climbing equipment 
like ropes and hardware (carabineers, 
pitons, etc) as they are safety equipment 
and are subject to wear and tear. If you are 
not sure where and how they have been 
used and handled, don't use them as they 
could cost you your life. There are some 
local outfits that rent out equipment but 
beprudent in selecting products that you 
would want to rent. 


A lot of local and foreign brands offer 


Climb 


every 


mountain, 
but stay safe 


Mt. Everest: Man versus nature 


quality products, among them Habagat, 
Sandugo, Conquer, Trek, Bombproof, 
Montanara, Camp-O, The North Face, 
Columbia, Coleman, etc. Some climbing 
gyms also sell limited outdoor products. 
You can also buy equipment online and 
from enterprising individuals who source 
outdoor apparel from export overruns or 
even the popular used-garments shops 
(read: ukay-ukay). № you're not too 
particular about the previous owners of 

: these apparel, they can turn out to be a 


| cheaper alternative. 
| 


When climbing, bring only the equipment 
you would need. A few pounds off your | 
carrying weight can spell the difference 
between an enjoyable weekend and a 
, horrible experience. 

' 4) Climb safely. Take note of the local 
weather forecast. Since our mountains are 
the tropical type, it is common to pass by 
river systems that tend to get swollen 
during heavy downpours, posing great 
danger to safety. Climbers may be exposed 
to hypothermia during very cold weather 
compounded by rain showers. Make sure 
you have jackets and dry clothes, properly 
encased in water-resistant packaging. 


By Regie Pablo 


Take along a first aid kit and personal 
medications including insect repellants. 
Ensure that you have radios or mobile 
phones for emergencies. 


Leave your itinerary with someone who's 
not joining your trip so they can check your 
whereabouts anytime. In case of 
emergencies, this will guide them in | 
organizing and mobilizing rescue | 
operations. Keep a list of important 
numbers you might need in cases of 
emergency. 


Never climb alone. A climbing party of 
three is the minimum, as large groups 
create a high impact on the mountain. 


¦ Observe limits of acceptable change and 
| be conscious of the carrying capacity of the 


mountain. 


‚ 5) Be physically prepared. 


Mountaineering is a demanding activity. 


! The whole safety of the climbing party may 


depend on the strength, or the weakness, 
of one member. Simple exercises like 
climbing stairs, riding stationary bikes or 
running are good workouts for those who 
plan to venture into the outdoors. Fitness 
centers and gyms also provide an 
atmosphere conducive to training. They 
have workout equipment and trainers who 
can provide helpful advice. 


More importantly, maintain a healthy 
lifestyle. Observe good sleeping habits. Be 
conscious of your diet. Give up or minimize 
smoking. 


6) Practice responsible mountaineering 
by adhering to the Leave No Trace 
Principles, simple guidelines which, when 
followed, ensure an enjoyable experience 
that has a low impact on the environment. 


The LNT Principles are as follows: 

1) Plan ahead and prepare. 

2) Travel and camp on durable surfaces. 
3) Dispose of waste properly. 

4) Leave what you find. 

5) Minimize or don't build campfires at all 
6) Respect wildlife. 

7) Be considerate of other visitors. 

8) Observe the mountaineers' credo: Take 
nothing but pictures, kill nothing but time, 
leave nothing but footprints, keep nothing 
but memories. Embrace this passionately. 
9) And finally, think of the future. We are 
losing our forests at a rate so fast that the 
next generation may not be able to enjoy 
the view, the cool breeze and clear waters 
that have made our sport meaningful and 
fulfilling. Protect our mountains, plant a 


i tree.* 
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Free-for-All = 


The best things in life are free, If you 
have the time, we have the juice. 


1. Old Manila Walks' Art Deco Tour 


Time travel to the roaring '20s and explore 
Manila's rich Art Deco heritage. From the 
hallowed halls of the fabulous Far Eastern 
University campus to Malate's secret 
moderne interiors, it's all about the age of 
speed, jazz, boogie-woogie and the 
American colonial experiment in the 
Philippines as you join urban explorer 
extraordinaire Ivan Man Dy of Old Manila 
Walks. 


Monthly. Log on to 
www.oldmanilawalks.com for schedules, or 
e-mail: oldmanilawalks@gmail.com for 
details. 


2. Gantimpala Theater/ Concert at the 
Park's award-winning plays 


Celebrate Gantimpala's 30th anniversary 
with its Pear! Theater Festival, featuring 
previous winners of the annual CCP 
Playwriting Contest. At the Rizal Park 
Open-Air Auditorium, 7 p.m. 

"Bombita", written by Tony Perez, is 
scheduled on September 23. A black 
comedy on blind obedience among young 
rookies in the military. Directed by Soxie 
Topacio. 


On September 30, watch Leoncio 
Deriada's "Taluktok," a coming-of-age tale 
about five graduating high school students 
and their climb to the peak of Mt. Apo. This 
is specially dedicated to Caloy Abrera, who 
performed in the original production as the 
retreat master. Directed by Gantimpala 
Theater Foundation's artistic director Tony 
Espejo. 


B vinekp INQUIRER: 


Walking tall: The FEU campus 


For more information, log on to 
www.nationalparks.ph for schedules of 
similar free shows at Paco Park and 
Concert at the (Rizal) Park. 


3. National Book Month at the Ortigas 
Foundation Library 


Beef up your Filipiniana, history and 
current affairs titles through a Mini Book 
Fair on October 18, 19 and 20. On October 
18, 6 pm, enrich your knowledge of 
Philippine Fiction in English with a lecture 
by Dr. Gemino H. Abad. On October 19, 6 
p.m. join the UMPIL writers in "An Evening 
of Poems," a poetry reading session 
featuring Unyon ng mga Manunulat Sa 
Pilipinas poets Krip Yuson, Marne Kilates, 
Jose Wendell Capili, Rebecca Afionuevo, 
Fidel Rillo, Roberto Afionuevo, Michael 
Coroza, V.E. Carmelo Nadera, Jr. and 
Abdon Balde, Jr. 


It's the kids’ turn on October 19 and 20 at 2. | 


p.m. with “Ikwento Mo!" a storytelling 
session for kids aged 6 to 12 by Adarna 
House. 


The Ortigas Foundation Library is located 
at the 2/F Ortigas Building, Ortigas Avenue 
corner Meralco Avenue, Ortigas Complex, 
Pasig City. 


For details, please call 631-1231 loc 222, 


' e-mail maticat@ortigas.com.ph or visit 


www.ortigasfoundationlibrary.com.ph 


4. Retail therapy at the ANP's 22nd 
Trade Fair 


Some 22 years after the price of Negros 
sugar hit rock bottom at the world market, 
the sefioras and hacienderas are still at 
it— teaching the womenfolk of suddenly 
destitute haciendas how to make 
handicraft, pastries, baskets, pottery and 
assorted products that would sweeten life 
again. 


From the handful of workers, there are now 
80,000 subcontractors and community 
workers turning up the beautiful concepts 
of the 94 entrepreneurs who make up the 
Association of Negros Producers. Let their 
undaunted spirit inspire you as you browse 
through their offerings: food, fashion 
accessories, furniture and housewares, at 
the Rockwell Tent, Power Plant Mall in 
Makati, from October 3 to 8. The 
shopping's not free, but the surfeit of good 
feeling is.* 


Free your mind: Concert at the Park - 


COVER STORY 


Good Girl 
Makes Good 


So what's squeaky-clean 
commercial model, courtside 
reporter and full-time CommArts 
student Andi Manzano doing in 
the edgy, racy world of VJs? 
Reminding us of the good things 
still out there, that’s what 


maga 


For someone who wakes up at four in 
the morning, every morning, Andi Manzano 
looks incredibly fresh-faced and even 
younger than her 20 years as she works 
the soundboard on Magic 89.9 FM's 
morning show. 


But then, Maria Andrea Krishna Martin 
Manzano belongs to a new breed: the 
modern multi-tasking multimedia girl. 


Consider this: Every weekday morning 
from 6 to 9, she's Andi-9, the bubbly co- 
host of "Good Times with Mo," steered by 
veteran DJ Mo Twister (hence the 4 a.m. 
daily wake-up call). 


Switch to a different medium and she's VJ 
Andi of MTV Philippines, certainly the 
· youngest-looking of the current crop of six 
new VJs selected in a grueling reality TV- 
| type VJ hunt. 


Then totally out of left field, she’s also the 
| courtside reporter for the FEU team in this 
year's UAAP Season. 


By Eric S. Caruncho 
Photographs by Joan Bitagcol 
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The shy giri shines: Andi holding the F300 j . 


| Hers is also a familiar face on TV and in 


print, being a sought-after commercial and 
image model, with several ads and 
magazine covers under her belt. 

And to top it all, she's still in school, 
somehow managing to squeeze in the final 
semesters of her Communication Arts 
course in Miriam College into her packed 
schedule. 


Is there anything this girl can't do? 


“To be perfectly honest, I'm not used to it 
yet," she confesses. We are sitting on the 
floor of one of the radio station's booths 
after her show. 


Scrubbed clean of any trace of make-up, 
dressed down in an Adidas tracksuit, the 
petite (5'3", 105 Ibs.) Andi Manzano comes 
across as perfectly at home in herself and 


| her life on the air, or on camera. 


"I'm really new in the industry, but | can 
actually appreciate the artistas now 


| because now | realize how much work they 


(continued on page 13) 


Disc Drive 


Ultimate Frisbee is more than just a 
game of throw and catch, says F 
Francisco, who reckons that the 
game's fast-paced demands will soon 
have Pinoys flipping over it 


Freverick Francisco knew it 
immediately. The moment he gripped the 
smooth, plastic disc for the first time and 
hurled it through the air, he was hooked. 
Known to friends simply as “F," Francisco 
had accepted a friend's invitation to the 
Ultimate Frisbee beginner's night at the 
San Lorenzo Village park. It proved to be 
the ultimate discovery. 


After all, just how fast, how demanding 
does a sport have to be to earn the 
qualifier "Ultimate"? Very fast and very 
demanding apparently, and that's why the 
sport has been properly dubbed simply as 
"Ultimate." 


The 34-year-old Francisco, who is 
managing director of his family-owned 
credit and financing company, is by no 
means the prototypical athlete. He recalls 
being sickly as a kid. "I had asthma so the 
family doctor encouraged my parents to get 
me into sports." Actually, he got into a lot of 
sports: swimming, karate, tennis, table l 
tennis, basketball, volleyball, football, goif 
and badminton. Then Ultimate came 
spinning into his life. 


The sport clicked with him, and he thinks it 
will with others as well. “Filipinos will enjoy 
Ultimate Frisbee because it's fast-paced, 
dynamic and fun," he enthuses. "It's also a 
sport that you can play with everyone, 
including your friends, family, even your 
parents," he says. “It can be very 
competitive but also fun and wacky at the 
same time. It has something to offer 
everyone--from the serious athlete to the 
weekend warrior.” 


Philippine Law School, would soon link up 
with the Philippine Ultimate Association, 
the sport's governing body in the 
Philippines. "In the past, Ultimate was 
played mainly by a group of expats and 
their local friends mainly to stay in shape 
and to socialize," explains this PUA 
president. “They started inviting more 
people to join the pick up games until they 
had enough to start their own league." 


Indeed, on any given weekend, one can 
witness able-bodied Pinoys leaping into the 
air, awaiting the perfectly thrown disc. A 
diverse following is engaged in the sport, 


, Francisco notes, with Filipino players 


Francisco, who holds a political science 
degree from the University of the 
Philippines and a law degree from the 
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_ Tanging in age from 12 to 50. "We have just 


about everyone—from former national and 
| professional athletes to people who have 


By Ruel 5. De Vera 
Photographs by Ryan Lim 


no prior sporting experience," he says. 


Invented by a group of New Jersey 
teenagers in 1968, Ultimate is a non- 
contact sport built around the idea of 
throwing and catching what is properly 
called a "flying disc." The discs are 
popularly known as Frisbees, but "Frisbee" 
is actually a trademark of the product (now 
owned by Mattel) that began life in 1871 as 
pie tins from the Connecticut-based Frisbie 


| Pie Company. 


Now a popular game worldwide, the sport 
has its own dynamic and devotees. 


| Ultimate has been gaining a mainstream 


following in the last few years, with the 
PUA staging tournaments as well as 


: encouraging the establishment of school 


clubs. Over 400 players in Metro Manila 
participate in leagues under the PUA. “We | 
also have growing Ultimate communities in 
Boracay, Davao, lloilo, Iligan, Cebu, 
Dumaguete and Laguna, which we hope to 
incorporate into the PUA's official 
membership before the year ends,” he 
adds. The crown jewel of the local scene is 
the yearly Philippine Ultimate Club 
Championships, white leagues and 
tournaments are staged year-round. 


Francisco has big plans for the years 
ahead. Aside from spreading Ultimate 
nationwide, he wants to integrate Ultimate 
into the schools' Physical Education 
curriculum. "We've also been able to 
establish a national youth training program 
for players 24 years and under," he says, 
adding that his goal is "to strengthen the 
foundation of Ultimate in the country to 
ensure that the sport doesn't end up as just 
a fad, but for it to be considered someday 
as a full-fledged competitive sport." 


That competitive side is honed through 
endless practice. Most clubs hold practices . 
once to thrice a week, though Francisco 
notes that if you really want to get serious 
about Ultimate, practicing five times a 
week wili build the proper stamina. The 
PUA stages two major international 
tournaments every year: the Manila Spirits 
Asian Ultimate Tournament in November 
and the Boracay Open Asian Beach 
Ultimate Championships in the summer. 


All that makes sense because Francisco 
believes that the possibilities for Ultimate in 
| 


the Philippines are endless, because 
Filipinos are perfectly suited to play the 
sport. "It plays to the strengths of the 
Filipino athlete, which is grit, speed and 
athleticism. Unlike basketball where height 
is might, in Ultimate, a player's height may 
be negated if he's slow." He points out that 
Ultimate is played on a field with 
dimensions of 120 x 40 yards (110 x 37 
meters). "So getting quickly from one end 
of the field to another is more important 
than taking up space." Francisco names 
Panoy delos Santos among the 
Philippines' best players today. "He stands 


· just a shade over five feet but he's 


respected in the Asian Ultimate circuit for 
his blazing speed and daredevil catches." 


For his part, he may be deeply devoted to 
Ultimate, but that's not the only discipline 
on his slate. "I started boxing to help me 
get into better shape and | just very 
recently played my first flag football game," 
the 5'8", 170-Ib Francisco shares. "If and 
when | can't run anymore, I'll probably 
spend most of my time on the golf course." 
There's a bit of surfing here and there. 


Away from the playing fields, he savors 
watching movies with his girlfriend and 
buddies. Long-term, Francisco longs to 
return to coaching basketball. "| used to 
coach a high school team before, but | quit 
when | went back to law school," he says. 
"| really love coaching kids, because once 
you win their respect, they'll really do 
everything you say, both on and off the 
court. Then, you can help mold them the 
right way, not just as players, but as 


people." 


The disc drive comes full circle then, 

: because he knows exactly what to do to 
make his beloved sport even more popular. 
"We want to be able to show everyone that 

` Ultimate із not just a game of throw-and- 
catch or is a sport for dogs," vows 

, Francisco. "We believe this is a beautiful 

| sport and we want others to see and 

| experience it for themselves." 
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For those who want to try out 
& Ultimate Frisbee, Philippine Ultimate 
* Association president Frederick 
^ Francisco suggests that they attend the 
*: Beginners' Nights, held every 
Е Wednesday at the Meralco Fitness 
5: Center, Meralco Compound, Ortigas 
5. Ave., Pasig City, from 7:30 to 10 p.m. : 


"All they have to do is show up, bringa . 4 
Г white and dark shirt, wear comfortable 

x! playing clothes, shoes with good 

?' traction for grass or turf (soccer cleats, 

| outdoor shoes...) and P100 for the 

2 field fee." Additionally, the PUA 

à; recommends а visit to their website 

" (www.philippineultimate.org) where you 
ti can find links to helpful information like 
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Tooting his own horn (from page 2) 
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N drummer 


for me," he said. “A man of few words is at 
less risk of saying the wrong things that 
would hurt his organization. As they say: 
less talk, less mistakes.” 


Nearness of You,” "What a Wonderful 
World," "Moon River" and gospel hymns, 
while he bangs out “Celebration" or any 
Beatles song on the drums. 


Dealing with the media, he notes, is a two- | But he doesn't see himself playing 

way street. “They get their stories from the | professionally in the future, he demurs. 
information that | give them, and | learn "These hobbies make me healthy in mind, 
from the questions and the feedback that body and spirit,” he says. “But | am not 
they give me.” about to give up my day job.” 


The job can be stressful, but fortunately For now, at least, the PNP's gain seems to 


music provides a balm. His favorite songs 
on the trumpet, he confides, are “The | 


be the music industry's loss.- 


Living up... (from page 4) 


Magnificent mollusk: geoduck 
clam sashimi 


“sky's the langit" price. 


To make up for the 
disappointment, | ordered a 
sure winner: Wagyu Ohmi 
Shabu Shabu. The menu 
proudly claims that Tsukiji 
serves this “official beef of the 
Japanese Imperial household 


12. амошкењ, 


... exclusively" since it opened 
in 1989. | like that at this 
restaurant, Wagyu is treated 
delicately, cut into thin strips 
and transformed from pink to 
brown before your eyes. You 
can actually inspect the 
marbling before you dunk it into 
the boiling water at the center 
of your table. And on this point, 
Tsukiji does not fail. Chef J 
Gamboa knows his wagyu. 


This beef item, like the Snake 
River Farm steaks they also 
offer on the menu, falls within 
the P2,000 to P3,500 price 
range . But unlike the tempura, 
serious meat eaters would 
know it is very much worth its 
meat. Possibly because it is 
another dish that capitalizes on 
the freshness and quality 


standards that distinguish 
Tsukiji. The commitment to 
freshness remains evident in 
their Seasonal Specials Menu, 
which makes for a unique 
sashimi experience of bluefin 
tuna, ark shell, whelk clam, and 
other seasonal finds that range 
from P650 to P1,800. 


If you feel, however, that this is 
not the season to be spending, 
don't worry. Understanding 
costs as much as cuisine, Mr. 
Gamboa has introduced lunch 
and weekend sets that include 
an appetizer, a soup, a salad 
and meat or fish for just P400 
to P800. And the California 
Maki, with six generous rolls, is 
only P290. Have that and a 
beef soba (P385) and you're 
good. 


Personally, | still prefer the 
seasonal finds. You can get a 
good maki almost anywhere, 
but unique creatures of the sea 
are an indulgence only Tsukiji 
can offer, give or take a rare 
couple of other Japanese 
restos in the metropolis. After 
all, the biggest wholesale fish 
and seafood market in the 
world is the Tsukiji Fish Market. 
The restaurant must live up to 
its name. And happily, it does.” 


Tsukiji. 3/F Milkyway Building, 
Pasay Road corner Paseo de 
Roxas. 

8434285 / 8122913. No 
reservations required. 
Casual/Business Casual. 
Major credit cards accepted. 
Elevator provides wheelchair 
access. 


Good Girl Makes Good (from page 9) 


put in," she says. "It's hard to keep up with 
work and school, but at the same time it 
can be fun. | just don't have time now for 
my family and friends. I'm actually at the 
point where I'm trying to manage my time.” 


But while she goes to school only two days 
a week, and shoots for MTV another two or 
three days, the hectic round of press 
interviews, pictorials, hosting gigs that are 
part and parcel of being a 
DJ/VJ/reporter/model sometimes finds her 


day ending at 1 a.m., leaving her just three | 


hours of precious sleep before she has to 
get up and do it all over again. 


Not that she's complaining. Things in her 
life now are exactly where she dreamed 
they would be. 


"It's so funny because I'm really a shy girl," 
she says. "Ever since | was young, | loved 
singing and dancing by myself in front of 
the mirror. But | could never really do it in 
front of an audience. | think this is my 
chance now to just share with everyone 
what I've got. But there's still a part of me 
that's still not used to it—nahihiya pa rin 
(still embarrassed). I'm trying to adjust 
because I'm still camera-conscious. With 
MTV and courtside reporting, I'm still trying 
to get used to the camera.” 


There can be no doubt, however, that the 
camera loves her. Her natural stage 
presence and relaxed demeanor helped 
her cinch her spot on the MTV VJ hunt. 


"It was always a secret dream of mine," 
she admits. “I watched a lot of MTV. It's so 
funny because | used to practice being a 
VJ in front of the mirror when | was 
young—but | honestly never expected to 
win. | thought: if | win, good, if | lose, OK 
lang, I'm just here to have fun. | didn't want 


to play a role that was 'VJ-ish.' | was like, 
"This is my personality, this is what | can 
offer you guys.’ I'll just be myself and show 
them who | am. And if they don't like me, 


fine." 
| 


This strategy, if strategy it was, worked: 


she landed in the magic six. In spite of her 
squeaky-clean, girl-you'd-like-to-take- 
home-to-mom persona—or maybe 
because of it, music television already 
having a surfeit of smart-alecky ironic 
types--she stands out in the VJ line-up. 


“In the Magic team, she's the moral girl," 
concurs Mo Twister. "She's conservative, 
she's the girl every parent would dream of, 


that there are still good things out there." 


This doesn't exactly fit in with the popular 

image of the VJ as party girl; but Mo begs 
| to differ. "Donita (Rose) was very Christian 
| when she was on MTV, and she made it 


and we need that on the show because we | 
` can be edgy and racy, and Andi reminds us | 


| look good. She showed that you can have 
; а positive image and still be a good VJ." 


At the mention of Donita, Andi brightens 
! noticeably. 


“If there's one person | want to be like, it 
would be Donita. We believe in the same 
things," she says. "I don't think you have to 
compromise anything to please MTV, or be 
what people think a VJ should be, because 
sometimes you have to set the standard." 


Being a radio jock and an MTV VJ means 

| that music is pretty much a large part of her 
life now. "I used to be part of a dance 
troupe in Miriam, so | used to listen to R & 
B and hip-hop. But when I joined the radio 

! station | became open to more types of 

; music. Like right now, I'm more into 
alternative music." 


In keeping up with the latest pop music 
trends, Samsung has released several 
music phone models: the Ultra Music F300, 
the E740, and the X830.The F300 has 
proven to be perfect for Andi. 


"My life now is built around music, so 
throughout the day ! use the Samsung 
SGH F300. It's so useful for me." Andi, who 
! admits to being something of a techie, says 
she also doesn't want to blow her budget 
on the latest gadget. "The Samsung works 
for me because it's a phone and an MP3 
player, and it's small. | can carry it in my 
bag. That's important for a girl." 


| What's next for Andi Manzano? She's 
| almost afraid to ask. 

“Everything in my life now is falling into 
place where | want it to be," she says. “| 
can't ask for anything more. And it's so 
exciting for me right now because | don't 
know what's going to happen next week." • 
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All Aboard (from page 5) 


good warm up is important. | 
Arthur advises: “When you ride 
you're usually excited. But you 
have to discipline yourself. 
Before you ride, do some 
stretching. Otherwise, you'll get 
injured a lot faster." 


4. Rent first. There's no need | 
to splurge on equipment right | 


away. Most wakeboard facilities | 

like the CamSur Watersports 

Complex rent out the 

equipment including safety 

' | gears like the life vest and 
helmet. “If you're just trying it, 
better to rent. When you're 

| good at it already, then you can 
buy your own," Arthur and 
Martha advise. 


5. Go for water. Don't 


the feel of wakeboa 


| and other stunts. "S 


feel sore." 


overestimate your abilities. Get 
water before trying the ramps 


water first," suggests Martha. "If 
you're not athletic, it may take 
some time to learn the sport. 
You may just fall and fall, or if 
you get to stand up, it will just 
be for a short time. The next 
dav, expect your whole body to 


6. Have fun. As many attest, 
wakeboarding is both 
challenging and fun. So throw 
your inhibitions to the wind! 
"Some women are scared to 
get bruises. Some just don't 
| want to get dark," notes 
Martha. And don't worry if you 
fall often. Even experts tumble. 
! "In competitions, you're allowed 
to fall twice," says Arthur.* 
Jasmine W. Payo 
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Waking up to Wakeboarding (from page 5) 


Martha King: Know your limits a 


maana - ^ me eee aot Masa ATEN 


always learn new tricks. It's progressive. 
It's not as boring compared to, | don't 
know, maybe golf? You always want to 
push yourself to be better to do more 
extreme tricks.” 


Villafuerte, president of the Philippine 
Waterski and Wakeboard Federation, also 
shares this sport's emotional highs: | 
"Wakeboarding is really enjoyable and 

quite addicting. Imagine the feeling of 

being able to float on water. It's really great | 
to be able to stand on your board, до 
around the lake, do some basic tricks and 
moves." 


He adds, "It's a very relaxing sport and at 
the same time, a good form of exercise 
since your whole body is involved. You 
notice this with wakeboarders—most of 
them are physically fit." 


Buchanan cites another reason to test the 


Figure It Out 


diving spot 


wakeboarding waters. “It's very easy, 
easier than surfing or skateboarding. All 
you need to do is listen to your trainers and 
you'll be able to wakeboard on your feet in 
no time," notes this father of three-year-old 
Takiah who may be among the youngest 
wakeboarder in the world. 


“You can start with kneeboarding and that's 
probably even easier than riding a bike. 
Some people will have five to 10 go's 
before they're able to stand up, but once 


they do, they get addicted to it.” 


A crash course is possible, says King, the 
first local champion in the Philippine Cable 
Wakeboard Nationals last year. “Everything 
you need to learn about wakeboarding, you 
learn CamSur Park. There are things you 
develop when you keep on riding." 


Notes Villafuerte: “The basic thing you 
have to have is a sense of balance, which 
everybody can easily develop. That's why 
anybody can wakeboard." He adds: "Of 
course, like in any sport, you have to have 
the will to learn it. At least 95 percent of the 
people who try to learn in the CamSur 
wakeboard park actually manage to stand 
up. The remaining five percent are those 
who easily gave up after a few attempts." 


Why, says Villafuerte, a 76-year-old Filipina 
even tried the sport. "She was] able to 
stand up and go around the lake on her 
first attempt," he recounts. "This only 
shows that wakeboarding is for everybody, 
boys and girls, young and old. All they 
have to do is be bold enough to try it." 


Although the sport is deemed safe since 
riders wear protective gear like helmets 
and vests, Martha King however cautions 
newbies to know their limits in trying the 
flips, turns and other stunts that are part of 


| the sport. 


"There's no training, so you're on your 
own," she says. "I've torn my ACL (anterior 
cruciate ligament). | wasn't good in 
wakeboarding at that time and ! tried the 


ramp already. | fell really bad and twisted 
my knee." 


But there's really nothing to fear if riders 
abide by the safety precautions, she adds. 


! "When you fall, you can swim back to 


shore. There are those who fall and panic, 
but there are lifeguards." 


Says Buchanan: "If you fall, you don't fall 
on concrete so it doesn't hurt as much. 
Once you hit the water, it'll probably hurt 
for a few seconds and then you can go 
back and try again." 


The expenses, surprisingly, won't hurt the 
pocket either. "We definitely made 
wakeboarding a mass-based sport. It only 
costs P120 to ride in CamSur," says 
Villafuerte. "The price includes the basic 
equipment and free training. It would cost 
you at least US$ 25 per hour to ride 
abroad. We made it very affordable that's 
why it's getting so popular." 


Buchanan agrees: "The place, the facilities 
and wakeboarding fees are ridiculously 
affordable! It's so affordable, people from 
other countries stay here for months." 


Yet serious wakeboarders like the King 
couple have invested on their own 
equipment that cost from P10,000- 
P15,000. Arthur King, in fact, is hoping to 
crash in the top 10 world rankings in a few 
years. 


“Filipinos can definitely excel in it," says 
Villafuerte. "Last year we had our first 
Philippine cable wakeboard nationals and 
76 people participated, a very good turnout 
for a first ever national competition. This 
year, we will be having our second 
nationals (Oct. 26-28) and are expecting 
double the number from last year. With this 
enthusiasm and rapid growth of the sport in 
the Philippines, sooner or later we will have 
wakeboard world champions who are 
Ріпоуѕ."• 


P9,200 to P12,000 - Cost 
range per person of dive 


2 meters - height of a 


14. 


P600 - Whole-day rate for 
wakeboarding at the CamSur 
Watersports Complex in 
Camarines Sur; inclusive of 
wakeboard use and training 


140 kms - Estimated 
distance between Manila and 
Anilao, Batangas, a popular 


WURI 


24 - Estimated number of 
diving sites between Anilao 
and Maricaban Island in 
Batangas 


25 - Estimated number of 
shipwreck dive sites in the 
Philippines 


packages offered by the 
Department of Tourism, 
includes accommodation for 
three days and two nights, 
boat dives, meals and 
roundtrip transfers; covers 
Puerto Galera in Mindoro, 
Apo Island in Negros, 
Malapascua Island in Cebu 
and Coron in Palawan. 


standard goalpost used in 
futsal (indoor soccer) 


Compiled by Kate Pedroso, Inquirer 
Research 

Sources: Inquirer Archives, Lakbay 
Pilipinas website, Department of 
Tourism Official website, FIFA Futsal 
Laws of the Game 2006 


Samsung phones: ' 


think style, 
efficiency - 
and music 


M USIC has always been the best way to 
reach out to a generation. Think rock and | 
roll in the '50s; disco in the '70s, punk in 

the '80s, grunge in the '90s and hip-hop in 
the new millennium. 


No wonder Samsung has put music at the 
center of its latest phone models, all of | 
them MP3-enabled апа powered by the 
Bang 8 Olufsen ICEpower Amp. Aside 

from being stylish and super slim (1.4"), the 
clear graphic display explains why 

Samsung is the world's leader in 
semiconductor chips and LCD screens, | 
and the supplier of choice of these 
components to its mobile phone rivals. No 
wonder it is currently ranked third 
worldwide and second in the Philippines. 


Samsung has extended the F300's battery 
life with a bundled leather case that 
prolongs battery life for up to four days at 
P20,000, it's a MP3 player and phone 
package that's hard to resist. 


Focused on gaining a bigger market share, 
Samsung continues its non-stop 
promotional tour from Manila to Davao. 
That's part of playing "catch-up" in a billion- 
peso industry which, for Fe Varilla, 
Samsung Mobile Group head, is literally a 
song. Taking time off from her hectic 
schedule that involves orchestrating 
Samsung's fashion shows, mall events and 
music tours, Varilla shares her excitement 
about Samsung's latest marketing 
campaign: 


SIM: What makes Andi Manzano your 
ideal spokesperson? 

Varilla: Andi is a fresh face in the industry, | 
being the newly-chosen MTV VJ. Like her, 
our music phones exude freshness, 
especially the breakthrough design of our | 


SAMSUNG 


dual-faced gadget, the F300. 


SIM: Can you describe Samsung s 
target market? 

Varilla: It's mostly A, B and C. When we 
started, we only catered to consumers 
whose preference was upscale and 
premium. This year, with our thrust to get a 
greater market share, we started catering 
to the needs of the youth, the yuppies and 
middle-income families. 


SIM: How does the Philippine market 
compare to other countries in terms of 
mobile phone usage? 

Varilla: The Philippines is mostly an SMS- 
user country, since it remains the most cost 
efficient means to communicate. 


SIM: Is the idea of music-as-platform a 
global direction or just limited to the 
Philippines? 

Varilla: The music platform was part of our 
global direction, but of course custom-fitted 
to suit the Philippine market. 


SIM: What makes Samsung different 
from its competitors? 

Varilla: We have utmost regard for the 
aesthetics of our phones without sacrificing 
their features and efficiency. Trend-wise, 
we can say we are ahead of competitors. 
We have the nicest slider phones, the 
thinnest and most stylish phones and the 
dual-face phones. 


SIM: What is Samsung s best selling 
mobile phone in the Philippines? 


(Below)Fitness First: - 
Samsung music tour 
stop 


Varilla: The E250 and our flagship phones 
from last year and this year, the D900 and 
U600, respectively. 


SIM: Where does Samsung stand in the 
form versus function debate? 

Varilla: Samsung's strength lies in its 
capability to create fashionable and stylish 
products without sacrificing function. Form 
and function come hand in hand to create 
hit models. 


ERRATUM: 


In the Sept. 16 issue of SIM, there 
was a mix-up in the opening of 
Italianni's Trinoma and Bonifacio 
High Street outlets. The High Street 
branch was opened on Sept. 14, 
while Italianni's Trinoma is still in the 
works. SIM regrets the error. 
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